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Book One : North To The River 

Chapter 1 
Tavern Of The SEAS 

Daar koiu die Alabama 
V&r, ver oor di& see 

Daar komdieAlabanu 

Ver, ver, ver oor die see. 

As I wande:- on the slopes of Table MounlHin 
Ihe guitai^ mLtac aiid fee woids of the folk song 
drift ip Id me lile threads of silvQ^ in the h3t gold 
of e^enii^. 

It is one of those ^eniiigs wiiGsi the li^it iias a 
magic quality, wiieai distant landmarks stand OLi 
sharfiy and in full CQloiir. In tliis suns^ I can 
liace the pattEoi of my lifq, tlie seairacks I have 
followed along tliese slioies, die tiails going deep 
into my own coimtiy. Now^ I can take a thousand 
miles and more in iiiy stride. All the lands undEr 
the Union flag aie stietclied out bsJow me Up 
hEi^ alone ^vith my mGmories. 1 am ftee to toam. 
tlie front] Gis I have known. 



I can see the sun glintiig on Ihe glass of the 
li^itlionse tower on Robben Island The same 
long rc^ are shining Into the windows of n^^ 
seaside cott^e at Blaauwhog. On the white 
beaches of Dassen the penguins will hewaddhi^ 
tefwards their bunows, while n^Tlads of dniteas 
are strung out low over the wal^s in swift 
homing flight Across the Begg River bar, where I 
once vsriured in small yachts, a fishing boat is 
hiniyii^ before darfaiGss Mdes Ihe guiding rneriffl. 

Shadows are falling now^ ove*^ the coast load 
that earned me so oftGn into the north. All the 
grain fields of the Swaitiand are a yeJlow Haze. 
The WEstGiTi side of the Olifants Rive*^ valley is 
deep in shadow^, but on the far bank tlie orange 
tieGS are ixilliant green and gold, and hi^ above 
them Great Krakadou^v ^ows in the simset One 
searching ray penG^rates a biishman cavq, limiting 
the hunting sc^ie on the wall. 

NamaqielaDd watches the sunset thankfully. 
Wagons iHve oubpanned beside the sandy ttacfe 
arid n:]eat is giillir^ over white-hot flieAo^d The 
heat has be^ neiciless; all are waiting for the 
night Qnabeadinorihof theOLifentsadiamDnd 



scinHUates until the sea lliat lias thrown it iq? 
COVERS it vdlii a strand of seaweed. Thewesteong 
sun flashes on salt pEtns, tints the ^are with piiik. 
At the mission l^d in the Kamiesbetg they are 
holding eveaisong in the wildGoiess. Som^A^iGie 
in a sandclioked valley north of Sjion^Dok thGt:e 
is a great flat boLildGr with a mat hub p^Tiihed 
i^x>n it; and tliE^iQ, too, the sun will be tiuowing a 
long sliadow^. Snakes vemtuie out of their holes 
on to the coolea: eartli, and scoip-^ns cie^ from 
beaiealli their stones. 

The hoboons are not missiiig liiis moiTEait 
They bcttk at the setting sun- aciEtDmwhicli, ia 
the countty, is. regarded ty the ooloured people 
as a retLglous ohservanca "Daar gaan ou 
huhhf^jaan nou k&rkto&" they say. The 
impartial sun rests on the barbed wire and the 
machineguiB guEuxling the diamorxl ^veallh of 
Alscarxfe: Bay, and on gaunt arxl incredifciy 
ragged Hotteaitots beside the Orange Rivea: with 
their goats. Flamingos arxl wild ducks ar"e 
making for their nests. Soon llie chalteong of the 
monkeys will cease in the river jun^e. 



In the dune counby ixDiHi of the river a 
Bushman ciouches over his fire and his rreal of 
springbok rihs. He is one of Ihe last of his lac^ 
but stiU he lives beyond the law, in Ihe vast 
fieedoni tliat survives v^here civUisatLon has not 
yet beguiL The sun is a red ball on the horizon 
nov^. It gleauB on Ihe hsBndy bolfie flung 3W3y 
by a giDi_qD of prospectois; Ihese meii wto live 
precariously laise thEir passes and drink to 
b^ter fortune tomoriDv^. Ships half buried in the 
sarxi dunes cabdi liie red glov^ ... a sbanded 
steariEsr here, a rotUng wooden vessd thea^ 
whsB she has lain for a caitury. Close inslior^ 
but cheating the des^ that eamilfe ships, a 
coaster steams northwards, wilii her brassworii 
glittEoing. Just for a second an old, burnished 
silvarcoinlates the light Itwas undea:' the sand 
yesteod^, and tomorrow the "soo-oop-wa" wind 
will hide it again; but now it is uncovered, and 
no man is there to follow the due. Inland, a 
bundled miles from the sea, Ihe stone mnparts 
of a fanlaslic caslie are merging into the 
surrounding hills. TheaB, surdy, 1 must late you 
on this long trek into iLe londy places, for I 



know of nothing in Africa to match the sp^l of 
thfib distant stioii^iolcl 

FiDm oasis and lenote stoie, mniiig canp, 
fishing station and desert harfDour, the sun is 
depailing. Countless zehia and wilddDeest raise 
Ihm:' heads beside the great Etosha PaiL Pedicle 
Ihe "lost dly" I once sought in Ihe Kalahari is 
in the shadows now; I only know Ihat we found 
notateceofit 

Heg:e in the sunset are the seas, the iDeaclies 
and the loads I have travelled. Empty lancfe, 
you may say, but I frnd some queer longing 
satisfied in those solitudes. In the cities so fav 
aie free. (IXit thi^:e in the siuis^ are niEai who 
have learnt differGsit ways of hfq. meai sliE^Ded 
not fcy the crowd but by their own 
jiiilosoiihies. Will you travel this long road 
with me? 

It begins in the past of the old se^xiit which 
was once the "Tavern of the Seas". This is our 
basa These sunlit streets which have seen so 
mariy adventineis depart will hold us for a 
while before we too, see Table Mountain 
fading over the horizon So look round fiisl. 



however familiar the scene ujBy be. Sonielhing 
gracious lingers lieie, a bacl^iound of stirring 
events, an atmosphere which the new cities do 
not possess. Some of the people, some of the 
houses, arxi alwc^s Ihe mountains contribute a 
flavour to Ihe hfe of C^je Town And on the 
waterfront you are in touch wilii the whole 
seafaring worid 

Tlie docks have changed their clothes, as it 
^veaiq. and you have to walk much furtho:' to 
find Table Bay. Yet nothing can oHiteaate the 
tang of the sea, and seanieai do not change at 
all. Heave a si^ for the bygone deys of sail - 
and lo! a fulligged ship v^all soon ap^^ear in all 
her giandiEur. TtiEae are still landniari^s that 
have not been lost in dockland. Cape Town 
takes in the sea as a man takes in liis breath. 
Down there at the edge of the bay you can put 
the clock back as far as you like. 

Doar kom dieAlahamn 

DieAlabarm oordiesee 

Kt^riitikie swaai, It^kk&r dtxiai 

Daar order omdie draai. 



Somewhere in liie pines liiEg^e must be a 
Malay pcnic party. This has beeai their song 
for more tiian eaghly years, and peih^js tiieie 
are still a fe^v - thete cannot be many - who 
watched tiie threGmasted Alabama kiTeak out 
tiie Southean colours as she entered TakJe Bay 
with the Northern barque Sea Bride as her 
jMize. All CapB Town was on tlie mountainside 
Ihat day, for thEae weae nunours that a naval 
hatde was to be fouglit outside the three mile 
limit Som^vhete the U.S.S. VandeatHlt was 
lurking, tiying to round up the Alabama. 

Ccfje Town's synpatliies were with the Soulh, 
and Ccftein SenirrES of Ihe Alabann was loaded 
withflowersandfruiteveLy dc^of hisstc^- sent 
ly the admiing ladies of Ihe C^je. 

1 IflTow^ a vdiitebearded man wdio still ^vears 
proudly tiie cufflinks ixeseaited to liis faliie*', a 
great sailmaker, by C^Dtain Senimes for setAaces 
to tiie Alabama. 

Off the Ccjje the Alahema c^tmed fourteen 
Noithem prizes. No ship a^er made a deeper 
inpessron on C^)e Town. In a side stieet there 



is still an Alabama Hotel. And theae is the 
UDdyingsong: 

Daar kom die Alahama 

Ver, ver oor die see. 

The Malc^^Quaiter is in liie shadows now, but 
tomonow liie siin will bieak warmly over the flat 
loofed houses wilii their high stoeps, and from 
Ihe ninaret Hie priest will call tlie FaitMul to 
pic^^er. Then you will heetr the cobbled streets 
lesoundlng Id the clatter of Ihe wooden sandals 
called terrparan^. The sun touches tlie white 
aced houses and the Malc^^ QuartEa: Is aliv^ 
Eastem In ataosphere as the bazaars of Malatxa 
and Samarai^, six thousand miles awe^. 

Wg^I mic^ a stiange*^ be mystified by this 
EastEoi colony in C^De Towix Tlie Malay peojJe 
are difEe^Ent from all tiie otiiEr colouied folk of 
this city of mixed races. Some intEonamage with 
converts to Islam thEie lias been; but the puie 
Malay type li^ iiev^e*^ beeai afcsorfDecl by tiiose 
with dadiiET skins. We^lsh^qDed, clear-cut features 
and Nack, oHique eyes, delicate hands and small 



feet rounded foieheads; by tiiese signs you may 
distinguish the Malays. The ^vomen have fine 
teeih in spite of their fondness for sweete. They 
wear the gold earrings p^^tily in liiear oiled, 
stiai^it kiack hair. Some chng to the yashmak - 
all wonieai vAio follow tlie teaching of Mahomet 
stiictiy sliould go veiled - but tliea:e aie many 
wlio liave abandoned tlie custom. Tlie meai can 
^ipear odreaneJy weildressed on occasion; wiiile 
a Malay womeai at a ^vedding or feast dE^ic^rts 
Ihe eye with her gorgeous robes. 

The presence of a Male^ color^ of 30,000 
souls at Ihe southern tip of Africa foniB astoiy 
as strange as any; a lomanticslDiy that goes back 
iDlheds^^swiieilhelall ship6 of the Dubdi East 
India Coiipai^ sailed inlD Talie Be^ for resfesh- 
iDEaiL It is coDnnnly Ihoiight 1i^ the Malc^s 
were brought to the Csp^ as slaves to cany out 
skilled woik for which liie Hotfcentols were 
useless. Mai^?^ undoubtedly were slaves; but it is 
not g^isally known that a number of b^e 
Malc^^s made the Cepe tii^ home in the eariy 
peaiod of the settlement 



Fioni the first die Malays sliowed ahalily far 
SLqDGrior to the natives fioni MadagEBcar and 
West African negroes vdio canie hy tiie siiipJoad 
as slaves. The CaqDe was tiie convict station of 
tiie East but the Malays \VGt:e mainly political 
{xisonets laliiE*^ than criminals, and, there \vet:e 
meai of royal tJood among Ihean. They aie still 
the aristocrats of the C^De Coloined peojiJe. The 
i^ands of Comad's novels, Java* Sinnatra, 
CeJetes and the Moluccas, siq:|:iied a stream of 
eaiiigiants to the Cape for maiiy yeais. 

It was the fetal Malc^ deractealstLC of 
"ninniiig amok ' \\4iich made Ihe Diifch doubt the 
wisdom of allowing the coloi^ to grow too 
laiga The Male^^, it seeans, does not caie to 
GomuLt suicide in the usual manner. When he 
im^ines that society has wiDnged him, when 
ddDte have made him desperate, he turns to a 
suicidal custom which is regarded among his 
own peojie as an honourable meSiod of esc^iing 
fronr difficulties. He grasps his kris handle 
{somelinEs tiie blade is poisoned), drav^ the 
weepDn and stabs Ihe nearest person to the heart 
Then he dashes iulo the steetj krisinliand, amid 



shouts of "ainok! ainold" He runs strai^it oi% 
nevei: tumiiig, staklxng evayoiiEt inem, \voni€ii 
and chUdreax in his path. Spears, knives, guns are 
IxDU^Tt oub against him, and finally lie dies in all 
die sccitGan^it of bEEtde. The tGoiHe custom 
pE*sists, thou^i in a iiiildGi" fomi, aniong the 
Cspe Town Malays to tliis day. Ceaituries ago, 
bEfoie the hot Hood of the tnDp.cs had cooled in 
Ihese Eastern e?dles, it became such a m^iace 
tiiEib the Council of the EXitch East Incfia 
Compare issued a "Hacaat" foittdding the 
impoitaHon of Malay slaves into the C^De. 

Na^GTlheless, liie Malc^^s soon eomed the 
respect of thGir masteis In eveay trade they 
eaiteaed. Sowb of Ce^jo Town's fiist lestemants 
weaB started by Mal^?s, and you can still see 
cafes w4iGae tte food has a decidedly Qrienlal 
flavour, whsae "kabobs" of muUDn are saved 
with rioe and where qu^sr sw^s, gaily 
coloured, are disflc^^ed In liie windows. Malc^^ 
coadm^n won lenown as safe and ecpot 
drivers. For years the Rogge Be^ fishery was 
ruled by them, and the Mal^ fishteiwl^ wttii 
has conical hat and two bastets slung acoDss his 



shouldes on a bamboo yote was a familiar sight 
in C^:e Town up to the nlddle of the last 
centmy. 

One of the inystEties w^ch tliey IzffoiK^ from 
the East Indies vdth thegn is the "Khalifa", or 
Male^' sword ordeal. 1 have sat at iiiidnigiit in a 
Male^' liouse on the Signal Hill slopes listeaiing 
to the diums thiKlding, the ri^ihin of the 
tambourines, and \vatchiiig the jJe^'GiB slashing 
thear arms with swords in time with tlie music. A 
man ™th sharp skewGts thrust tiirort^ his ears, 
throat, shouldeas and cheeks ^valked among the 
audiGaice. Men stafcfoed thetnseJves witli daggeis 
in reJigious ecstasy, ^^^le incense filled the 
room arxi gave pcotection against the razor edges 
of tiie weEqDons. Y^ tiieae was hardly a drop of 
Hood to be seeai throu^i the dispJay. Long 
jxactice and slei^it-of-hand may Y'^^ a part in 
this strange ceaeniony, bub tlie^e is som^iing 
more mysteoous, som^hing ^vliich lias not yet 
been explained, in the stoicism of the 
perfbnneas. 

Cc^je Town sends moie falgiims to Mecx:a 
lisn ai^ other Muslim community of Ihe san^ 



size in the ^vodd. A vdiarf in TafcJe Bay Docks, 
wliEai the pilgriins amve or dEpart becomes a 
Ixilliant rival to Ba^idad; a pEffade of colonied 
silk and headdresses \\^in by massed tliousancfe 
of ^veJl-Vfcishets strug^incj to kiss the clieeks of 
the filgrims and send thean away ™th the douHe 
handclasp of Islam.. Wheal the pi grim ship 
moves out thete is heaid a sin^e moan from the 
multitLKie, a sound si.*ch as is heard in no othEa: 
dowd. Then a jioest on shoie chants, and the 
Faithful answ^:^ "Allalio Akbar ! " 

A NMc^ wedding, when do expense is 
spared, is one of the most goigeous sighls of 
C^je Town. Parents no longer anange fliese 
nEittHES, marrying liier daughtGas Id men Ihey 
iBve never seea TheMalc^ glii mates her own 
choice. She is not present at Ihesin^ieceemoi:^ 
in the mosque; but you nr^^ see her driving 
tiirough the stteels in an opoi carriage afewards 
wearing the golden "medoia." headdress of the 
haide 

The songs of tiie Mala5^, tiiose peculiar to the 
C^De Malays tliat is to say, aie called 
"goiiiinalietjies". Some are son^ that \vo:e 



known in Holland ceaituiies ago; foigottEn ti^iiq, 
they aie kjE^ alive by Malays wliose ancestois 
heaud EXitch sailois singing tliean at the "Taveoi 
of the Seas". Guitars and dmnis beat out the 
d^ihni of these old tunes fiom the NediGriands 
and the East Indies. Genetiation after ger^ration 
of Maleys passed tlie songs down hy word of 
mouth. TluB in the music of the Malays does the 
spacious sfwritof OldC^DeTownsuivive. 

1 am bov\4ing over^ the Dockroad coHiestones 
in a Isnsonrab with a fezzed Malc^ driver 
urging his hoise to leach Ihe top speed of seven 
niles an hour. There was a row of iKiDsonB at 
Ihe foot of Addedeystte^ 1 might have tateai the 
"Bahnoml CasHe" cab, the "Hcppy Go Lucl^" or 
"Spes Bora.": but dellbeacildy 1 have selected the 
"Alaheim". 

It will be a sad day for C^De Town ^vliEn the 
last of these Victorian ^losts goes to the 
scTEqzJie^. Tliey have been liGie for neady a 
centuiy; they have become part of the 
atmospJiEce of the to\vi% and vdliiout them the 
waterfiont ^vould not look the same. The 
liansoms have canied open-lianded lumianity 



just a little of the way to diamond mshEs, gold 
rushes and all the wais of our time. This is liieir 
last lEfuge. Long may thGy cling to it 

Old diiveis lite taLking of liie great dc^s 
brfoie molDicais. The best cabstand iq C^je 
Town during the South African War, 1 gafhei^, 
was oufeide the Mount Nelson Hold. Olher 
hotHls in Ihe Gantes, pacted wilii wedli^ 
offii^as of ciack legimeLils, had liieir long lines 
of hansonrabs. Then there was the "liish Stand" 
oulside PariLamerTt at Ihe top of Adderiey Street; 
\\4ieiB qurck-witfed Irish drivers waited for the 
legislalDis; and the "MaLe^ Sland", which still 
easts, near the railway staJion. 

A bearded ancieait; shatJjy, wearing a wide- 
Iximmed hat, eanegged from the C^q^e Town 
tail\vay station some yeEffs ago and seated 
hiinsG^f in a liEttisomcab with his scanty baggage. 

"Drive WB to Ihe Que^i's Hotel/' he boomed 
The passenger was Alfred Aloysrus Smith, who 
had just become famous as "Trader Horn", 
African adventurer and airliior. The cabdriver^, 
how^Ga; could not image this strange old man 
stepng at Ihe fashionable Queen's Hold, so he 



drove him to a much less prelenMous liotel of the 
same name in Dock Road "Trader Horn" was a 
wealli^ man at that Hme: he lad received 
loyaltLes from his b^tseiler and was bound for 
England. Na^otheless he sliowed no surprise 
wb^i the hansom pulled up in Ihe Dock Road 
ffe remained at the bold for liiree weeks, and on 
leaving lemarted: "Sone first-class hotnls are 
discfpointing, but this one really is a first-class 
k>tHl." 

The liansoms recall a more leasuiEly CEq^e 
Town The si^itseetng nm to Hout Bay vjss a 
favonrite cab drivq. and tiie drivets, liired ty the 
liour, made their own pace. A visitor vs/ho did not 
mind being conspicuous might pffofitatJy eqiJoie 
C^De Town in a hansomcab tode^'. One old 
driveg: told me thfit his most gEgiGgn[>us passengetiB 
beUveEsi the wars w^Eie elderiy peojJe w4io 
arrived in the great cnrising linets and hailed the 
oldfashioned hansoms 'with deJi^it One gave 
him a pound; anotlie*^ told him to wait on the 
quay w^iile he collected sliiits, boots and a suit of 
clothes for the driver. Sentimeait clings to the 
hansoms - the aged hansoms that bring back 



memories of the ga^' 'nineties in London. One 
En^ish visitor to C^3e Town indeed, recorded 
tiie fact that he al^vays chose a hansom because 
he liked to imagine that his father had ridden to 
the theEitie in London yeais b^ore in the same 
cab. 

Many of C^)e Town's hansoms w€9b built in 
London You can tell a London hansom by the 
luggage rails and higher loofe. Tlie cahe built in 
C^je Town have slopii^ roofe, foiuiiig the tMver 
on occasion to travel uncomfoitably with a box 
or suitcase balanced on his knees. 

Seainen aie now tlie best and almost the last 
customegB of tiie hansoms. Tlie Dock load w^ch 
has seen the stately journeys of famous men in 
hansomcabs now watclies midni^Tt cliariotiaces 

hansoms crowded wdtli seafarets, and, 
sometimes, like a grimy postillion a. jJeasEttitly 
jinked stoker astride the horse. The liansomcab 
has had a long usx and in this last refuge it is 
nearing the eaid of the joun^y. Cape Town will 
miss theseweatheir-beaten levies witiitlieir heavy 
loads of metnories. 



The cabby has b^ai paid, and h^e is the 
wateafiDnt - all the damour and the biighbiess 
and the baffling marine odouis of Ihe wterves. 
For some reason I aoi thinking of the oldest ship 
I a^er saw beitiied lieie in tlie comer wheae so 
jjcBxsf cutters and tefches and fishing schooners 
have been noDied 

She was called the Purveyor, and a naval 
officer with a taste for historical research 
discovered tiiat she ^vas built in the v^y eariy 
years of last centuiy. Here, beyond doubt; was 
one of tlie "oak walls" of Old En^and, still in 
service (wlieai 1 knew her) at the "Tavern of the 
Seas" after iiioie than a centuiy of liEuid v^^rii. 
She was not inoie than forty feet in length; btit 
her oak timbers and [banking, Hackeaied with 
agei; v^^ere iniinerjse^y heavy. 1 never saw si*ch 
kiuff bows outside a pacture. They had pushed iqD 
muchsaltvfc^terin tlieirtime. It is known tiiat tlie 
Puiveyor \vas used as a SLq^fJy ship to Neisoiis 
fleet some seiy that she was within sound of the 
guns at Trafalgar. Her first port of registry could 
still be read in quaint carved letters under h^:" 
battered counter - Falmouth. 



Who knows how niai^ tropical ports and 
islands she niadq, how mar^ stomis the littie oak 
cutbGa: weatheaed? Navies changed from oak to 
steel, but the F\nveyor sailed on. When the 
tEiedo wonn threatEaied her hull, w^ieai her decks 
leaked beyond lepair and the fast motor cuttetis 
took liGt" caigoes, she^vas left to decay. 

A year or two passed in idleness, lie fiist long 
holidc^^ inlierbu^ life. Then, in 1922, avAaling 
oDn5)ai^boijglitherforaa3aLinghulk- his ship 
w4adi deserved a Viking funeral. 1 was on the 
wfcaf Ihedc^ befoielhey lowed her ciwc^. They 
weaB stripping her of tiie fav solid, ancient 
fittii^ \^ch might stQl have a value: and 
finally they rigged tecMe and hove the thick 
ancient mast out of her hilge. There was not a 
coin, not a seaiUnienlal fi^mait unde:' Ihe heel 
Id tinow light on the life of the doon:el old lady 
of Ihe sea 

The Purveyor esc^Ded the fate jiianned for 
bE*^. On the way to tiie wiialincj station at 
Saldanha Bay she ban^ke awE^' fiDin tiie towing 
steamer and drifted on to tiie rc>ckbound coast 
Thus died the Purveyor. ™th all Iigt meanories of 



figtailed sailors, vdde oceans, and tlie thunder of 
muzzld-oading guns. 

1 can see a line of fuUrigged ships all along 
Ihe West Quay. One is painled whrl^ wilh her 
name ia gold under the stem, and her home port 
- HonoluliL It seenB a long and iDmantic 
passage Anolh^:' is French, with a smart htHe 
beeaded master in white uniform, green plants 
under the saloon sl^light and an enormDie dish 
of fragrant fried potatoes in the galley. (Such are 
a scliolhoy's inpressions). Ste is the Emest 
Reyer, and 1 find a young South African tes 
signed on for the pass^e back to France. He has 
na^eai'b^n to sea before, but rren are scarce and 
be has left his home at Somss^ West to sail in 

Months later a life^ouoy bearing the name 
Ernest ReyGs: drifts on to a beach in France. Ttiat 
is all that is ever heard of her. 

One of the queQ:est of all the tales I heaid at 
Ihe docks was told hy a stowawcy. ThEae was a 
shipwithadeckcargoofrailwcy coaches, and as 
I watohed her unloading this man fell into 
convesaiion wilii rr^ He had just landed 



undEtected, and for some reason he trusted me 
not to give him away^. He had cr^^t into a 
oomfoitatJ-e passengE*^ coach before tlie ship left 
En^and, taking food with him. On the raie 
occasions wi»Gn seameai eaTteied the coach at sea 
he had hidden undea: the seat like any olha" 
tickeidodgGi:'. At ni^it he slipped oiit to fill his 
watErf3ott]es and steal food from the galley. He 
had slept on CLishions and fare much better than 
those unfortunates wlio hide in coalbunkeis. 1 
think he deserved his free passage for his 
ingenuity. 

I Dev€9:' tiie of watching tiie boatbuildes at 
WDik VVhilen^ own smaU yacht is iBlangsh^je 
I am ttoB every dey. I seehsi-as amerBJEarah 
stem and false ted and oak transom. Then the 
steamed oak Umbers grow out of h£riite Hie iibs 
of a steleton The planking is iKiniioed on to 
Ihe frame and riveted with hmidieds of copper 
fasteaiings. Whsi you bi^^ a yacht you also bi:^ 
Ihese^ as much of it as you can use is yours for 
Ihe asking. 

" It's not the boat so much, but the man w^io 
sails her/' said "Daddy" Scott \\iK> built my 



boat He was a small, thin man \vith a giey 

moustache and sted.rimmed spectacles; with a 
foolnile in his waistcoat pocket and a piece of 
chalk leady in his hand to illustiabe aiiy point in 
ship consbiuction. "Give me a bottle of C^De 
Ixandy, and I'll lay down a battieship. " declared 
Daddy Scott 
"Daddy" Scottwasiiotonly aboalhuilde:'- he 
lad sailed on mai:^ oceans. ¥hs fevourite yam 
was staitlii^ enough It conoGaned a steamer 
called Ihe Young Did^ sailing out of ^dney 
along Ihe Gieat Bauie:' Rrf. Her maste" was 
ealher so lazy or so lecWess that he did not 
bolherto find Ihe Irid^ openings intheierf; he 
would choose a Ktely jJace, wait for a swell to 
lift the ship, and theai go Ml ahead over the 
coial. One dey Ihe Young Dick was posted as 
nlssing, and everyone knew wtet had h^jpened 
Id her "Daddy" Scntt had many tales of the 
Pacific. He was once carpenter in a schoonea:' on 
Ihe Netv Guinea coast bartering tobacco for 
haids of paradise. But he knew the coast north of 
Table Be^, too, and we ted been as far as 
Luderltz in a little seahng cirffer "We rode out a 



gale off the islands ™.th a seaanchor - one hand 
on deck and the ciowd down bdow piaiying 
ciitfoage. The boat counts for a lot; but it's the 
nian wlio liandles hear ! Wl^, I lemetiibGi" a 
fellow sailing a ship's lifeboat from TaUe Bay to 
Ludciitz just for the fiin of it Thetie's only one 
thing to guaid. against - a heavy following sea 
Ixealdng on deck. And it h^zpeais so seldom that 
you liad better not wony about it" 

RiBsian Snith is seai dd moie on the 
watGafront He was a weiid character wilii his 
long beard, his cudgel and his dog. Foryears he 
lived iQ a cabin node: one of the old wooden 
jetties. Ai^one else who tied it would be 
anested as a vagrant but Russian Smilli, 
bcflinless and cra^, woit fma 

Theg:e was a story that Russian Smith had 
been bewitched by a Hottentot woinan at F^rt 
NoUoth. He was always chasing his soul, so he 
said, and dodging imaginaiy Ixillete. He declared 
that tlie shades came at ni^it and looked l^d at 
hiin tliLXDij^i the fdanks in his cabiit just above 
the M^ter. Some said he had beeai an office:' in 
one of the Czai^s crack legiments. He could 



speak five languages. But 1 think he ^vas just an 
old stie^lback vAio liad become mental. "I'm on 
patiol," lie MflDuld say if you asked liim wlie*e he 
was going. 

DocMand is kind to strai^ characters, and 
Russian Snilh leceived his food from oounliess 
ships' cooks. It went on for years - untd war 
cane ia 1930 and he was turned out of iLe docks 
at last He ne^er survived fliat period of exile 
from the waterfront w4iGaB he had wandered 
n^^steriously for so long. Russian Smilii died 
before Ihe war ended 

Psiow 1 have in mind as sane a man as any 1 
have m^ His face and hands aie the colour of 
maliogEttiy, and throu^i the scanty vdiite hair his 
head is becoming the same deep shade of Ixown. 
He has lic^ Hue eyes, undimmed fcy the years, 
always Idndly. At ei^ity lie speaks and moves 
slowly, but 1 do not think he has a rfi^jmatic 
j oint in his body. 

He bdongs to flie waierftont though in his 
young d^«, he tells me, he roan:ei Hie Transvaal 
as a piospector He was in the Barberton gold 
nish; rnariy a night he stood among the niners in 



liie "Lone Star" saloon and heard tlie banuaid 
putting liGtself iqD to aLKrtion at closing time. 

He invested all his savings in a fishing boat 
She was buiit to his own sound design and he 
called h^ Banacouta The vsittire faded. So in 
an old age that seeined evedastii^ he slaited 
agesm, as skifjier of a rich nEn's yacht and 
caiBlateir of tiie seaside estate wb^i the owner 
was awc^. It was a comfortable post for the old 
iTRH, and it lasted for se^oal years. Then one 
dc^ 1 found him Uvii^ in a badoDom and 
cooking his own food over a paiafBn stova 

"Got too oldfor tliejoti" he toldme™tlione 
of his raie smiles. "But I'm not wonying. IVe 
n^Gs: been on my beam ends in my life and 
sometiiing^vill turnip" 

His wealtii was in his uiessailable 
jiiilosopl:y. That old man had achieved freedom 
from fear "Everyone is put on this earth to fuLfil 
son^ purpose," he used to s^. "We talk about 
luck... there is no such thing as luck 1 have been 
on liiis earth before and 1 shall be heae ^aiii 
Money is noftung." 



He found a job in charge of a small suivey 
vessei laid iip in TaUe Bay Docks. Th^:e he had 
his seaene life. He had a warm bunlc with his 
watclx his pock^ barometEa" and liis toothbrush 
lianging from, nails driveai into the bulkhead. In 
his bookshGlf 1 saw a copy c£ the "Occult 
Review" . Five yeais afbEr he had been dismissed 
for being too old lie \vas still thetie; puffing his 
fipe and making supedD coffee. A long time aft^: 
thfit 1 heard tiiat lie had died ^^^le prospecting 
for gold in the Kiiysna district Tlie wiied. had 
turned full circle for the ancieait mariiiGr. 

Coaslers seeni to Uve longer Ihan the great 
deepwatET ships. Sowb, that 1 knav as a small 
boy earned the scais of half a cerriury of SQvlce; 
1h^ were still afloat i_5D to afewyears ago. They 
se^i^ Id attract a special type of seamEoi- men 
witii vivid atsl son^times cheqioed careers. 

One little sliip, tlie Clara, was commanded for 
maiiy yeais by a sldppe*^ with a walrus 
moustache; Axel Johanseax He had started as 
cook and riseai to the kaidgEv a most unusual 
achievGaneait. Then theie was the famous little 
Hamea: owned by hear mastEs:, C^Dtain Ted 



Weorin. A genuiiie lover of the sea, Wearin was 
fiistayachtsmaiL He decided to make die sea liis 
profession, gained a ceaiificate and emtetied the 
coasting trade. For years he hunted seals, earned 
laboureis and stores to tlie gnano isles and 
became known in eveay port along tiieC^3ew^est 
coast 

I found odd dKHBcteas In eaiolier coaster, the 
ill-fatEd PGanba, In which I taiyelled fiom Poit 
Nolloth to C^;e Town Iwenly years ^o The 
Pemba looted top-heavy for open sea woii^ and 
indeed I dLscx3VQ:ed later that she Isd been built 
for the Amazon trade Afler a long period on that 
placid river she was now loadii^ copper ingots 
off Poit Nollolh, and preparing to dip her tired 
bows into the st^p seas beyond the bar 

She was dE^ayed owing to tuDutJe in the 
OTginEaoom. Eveiything on boaid. the F^aiiba 
seetned to be defective if you opened a door the 
handle came away in yoLir hand, arxl even the 
lifeboats £^:peared to be decaying. My face niLBt 
have revealed my tiiou^its, for a little man with 
a harelip arxl a badgsless c^ ™tii torn peak 
came up to me v^ith a ^oorny predictioTL He was 



the mate. "We sIieJ.1 be lucky. " he said, "if the 
fast and commodious steamer: F^giiba ever makes 
TaHe Bay. A rotten dog basket - thafs wliat she 
is, and one of tliese dEtys slie'U turn over and 
drown the lot of LB." 

They deaed not allow Ihe Pernba's propeller to 
lac^ for the vibrBSion would teve torn Ihe aged 
ea^ine from its bed. So the copper ingots had 
been stowed afl^ with liie result &^ the bows 
dashed down on &^^ sea and caused the whole 
ship to shudde: I began to tliink the mate was 
right 

It was oli^ous that the mate liad come down 
in tiie worid, but only afbE*^ his deatii did I learn 
that he liad been educated at one of En^and's 
leading putJic schools, and liad commanded fine 
sliips during the 1914^18 War. Torpedoed t^vic^ 
the ^var had pJayed havoc with him. 

The secDud mate wore a dimgaiee coat which 
be turned inside out at mealtirrEs to Mde the 
paint stains. He was a large mRn with reddish- 
giey hair. He made no secret of his weaknesses. 
"Nfy father was areval officer w4io left me his 
Ihiist and nothing to quench it wilh," he 



announced w^le I was keE5a.ng Hm conipai^ on 
liie haidge. "IVe rLm gtms into Port Arthur, and 
IVe beeai sacked from forty- two ship^ng 
companies. Tliis will be the foily-third - if ever 
we make TaUe Bay." He was a most oiitspokEn. 
man, and he told me with pride liiat before he 
had signed on for the voyage in llie PEanba the 
marine siqDGrintendGnt had asked liiin if lie drank. 
"Of course 1 drink - but women's my cliief 
failing," rejiiied the second pcompdy. 

To rr^ surjilse and idief, liie Pemba reached 
Table B^. About a year late) howevea; the 
nHte's prophecy csaiB tiue. She foundeaBi iii a 
gale off Hie NaM coast. All hands but one made 
Hie coast in the boats. 

That was the only coastGr I ever feJt any 
doubts aboub. I ^vouldhave gone round die ^vodd 
in most of tiie othGts. My favourite nowadays is 
the Griqua, a foniiea: cheese and buttE*^ ship, built 
in RottetTdani in 1900. On an Octobeg: morning in 
1945 1 boarded h^: for tiie run north to Walvis 
Bay. And theie on Ihe Griqua's deck was the 
same Swedish c^Dtain w\io iiad taken me to 
Walvis twenty-three years before. 



He had a cat and kittens In a box in his cabm, 
and he hffDijght out a botHe of v^iisl^. TheB was 
not a port bebveen Mombasa and Ite Congo Ihat 
he did not know. Though he had heai canying 
Qcplosives on a dangeaous nni durii^ Ihe war, 
Ihe mRH had not changed at all. He said, as he 
led lenari^ Iw^ily-three years befoi^ that I 
must be a litlie queer to spend a holidcy at sea 
w4iail mi^itlEivebeeii driving a car throi^ the 
countiyside I drfended the sea, and sea^y he 
mist have agreed with me. The ship earned no 
wiieless. A great hush rested ovgt us when the 
Griqua cleared the land Life became more 
sinjie and more saHsfacloiy. The gentle 
swinging of her was aluUahy. Each man of the 
d^v had his duties, but Iheir faces were not 
Ihose you see in a city bus at ^ght thiily in the 
moming. I realised again, as I ahv^« do at sea, 
\\4^ doclDis ss3d mary of thffl:' patients awey on 
voyages. 

The Griqua's chief steward was a man of 
sixly-six wlio had beeai a regular army catetiei:'. 
Few men go to sea late in life bub the ciiief 
stavard had done it for iiis health, lie had put on 



wei^it and the calm toutiiie suited hiiii. He went 
on boaid his first sliip, he told iiiq, wearing a 
long, waxed nioustEiclie. Tlie CEq^tain made him 
cub off the eaids - it \vas too iiiilitaiy. 1 n^ea: met 
a more resouicGful cliief stavaid. He had no 
refiigGaator bub liis menus wese more tempting 
than the elaborEEte dishes SE*ved in largGr ships. 

They se^ it is a head life at sea, but I knew a 
nEffine engineGT who stuck it oiil, and lited it 
until he was seventy-liiree. Once be was in a 
coaster wiiich lan ground on a coicl leef off the 
East A&ican coast and lemained ibeiefGrsLxly- 
fourdc^ until she was towed off. The chief told 
ne tiEd; at low watEr you could walk all round 
her. Every dey he galiKaed coral and rare shdls. 
One dey a lelive paddled across to the roef in a 
canoe to cafoii octopuses for food A large 
octopus caught flie native and pulled hini into a 
pool. The chief engineer reached liie spot in 
Hme, started a tug-of-war with the octopus and 
dragged the native awe^. By liie time tiie ship 
had heGai refloated liie chief led made avaluahle 
collection of shells which the museum in DuriDan 
accepted gratefully. 



1 admire the \vays in \vliich these men of the 
sea me^ eniGigEncies. defeat boredom and 
fMolong their active careeas far beyond the point 
whe*e the landsman takes to an anncliair and 
slippers. Tliey liave liieir days and ni^its of 
strug^q. but their lives aie without most of the 
littie iratations of the shore. 

On liie watEafront I meet men who declare 
lii^ will never live on shore ^ain. One Ibs a 
wife aod three of the nicest children you could 
find on land or sea He is Knud Andersen, master 
mariner and novdist and he has brought his 
srxlyfoot tebch Monsunen all liie Wc^ from 
Dcaimarii to Table Bey. 

"1 vjas in plson for sixteeai years - workir>gin 
a Cop^ihagen ship^ng ofiFicQ," Andeiseai te^ls 
nie. "1 had to mortgage nry house to buy this 
ship. Ndw I h£ive haridly a pemry left biit 1 make 
no secret of it and 1 find worrderfrd kindness 
^eayw^ieie. The Atlantic is my home now. 1 
liEive fcroken. aw;^ fmirr tlie cities and I'll rrever 
go back." 

AnderssilBsQiree good nen on deck a cook 
and a steward below. Th^ receive no regular 



p^. In Rio de Janetio a iiewsp^DGr paid 
AiidE*SEai forty mili^s for an article. He divided 
liie money among his ciew and told tliEsn to go 

for a run on shore. That evening he found the 
money on die cahan tahJe. His niGai love the ship 
and the Andetseai family. 

Mrs. Andeaseai is Mr, lite all the Danes, and 
she wears a sailor blouse and a handteauhief 
lound her head. The eldest child of the deq3 is 
Lis, andatliiistiiiesheistwdve^ shehasaslaie 
and a batisBl typewriter, and liie sailois aie 
dwc^s wabditngherwiite Janis a shellback of 
sevea "One of the best mEai at tiie wheel when 
we'ie nmning befoie a gale," declares his father 
Finally, thssB is four-year-old Tm^ wifii his sea- 
Hue eyes, an ocean baty who leniEaiibeis moie 
of Ihe sea than of the land. When I tate him on 
shoiB he is so used to the vloleait swing of the 
tefcb that he can baldly walk on city povemsits. 
I canstQl s^ him beating time to theiiaKicina 
crowded cafe 

Knud Andetseai and liis family make friends 
whetevea" they go. The islandetis of Tristan da 
Cunlia offeaed to build tliEan a cottage if they 



cared to settle thesie - a rare tribute wiieai you 
know tliat the island is already ove*populated 
ButtbeAndESSGns are always gazing towards the 
horizorL Nbw^ it is TahJe Bay. They are bound 
for tlie West Indies and New York. Not mariy in 
tiie M^iole \vorid are so free as tlie Andeisens. 

GcEO i5»n an old h^ of Ihe ocean called 
DiolLnda It is September, 1936, and six nesn 
have sailed the schooner inb Table Be^ ftoni 
Liverpool after one of Ihe iKffdest pass^es in the 
lecoids of Ihe sea It Iss taten Ihem 126 de^, 
and Ihey Ieivo been through almost e^oy 
vlcissitiide it is possihle for hmiBn beings to 
eaidure. They called for bucfets of wate:^to drink 
as soon as they were alongside the wterf . 

Frankly I ain more inteaiested in the skippea:, 
C^Dtain Tlionias Voss, than in the tale he is 
tEiling me. He has encoimbE^ed gale aftei" geile. 
The old steeJ sclioonGr was on h^: beameaids 
wheal the cargo of ceanent sliifted. The mainmast 
was sprLmg, canvas carried away, rivete started. 
They drifted for so long in the equatorial calms 
that tlie salt meat arxi beans ran low. So did the 
fresh ^vatGa:, They liad to catch sliarks, dolphins 



and flyiiigfish. TliEai thetiB ^viEse inoie gales, the 
standard compass ^veait out of orda:" and 
navigation became a potJeoi. Captain Voss "lan 
down his latitude" andsi^ibedTatJe Mountainat 
last He had coveied twelve thousand miles 
without si^iting land 

"If a judge was to tell me I had to do six 
monliisliigaoll should look 1:5)011 it as a holide^^ 
after what weVe passed through ia the last four 
monlhs/' lemari© Voss. 1 can beiieve hini now, 
for he told me son^thing of his life stoiy and he 
isroally a man in search of peace. He has a good 
humoized face wifli a giey stnbhle of beaid and 
a Ihou^ilfLil, kindly smile; 1 fhiiik he was a 
jiunp man when Ihe Dioliuda left Liverpool. 

Voss is one of many who do not caie to talk 
of their experieaices in the 1914^18 War. 
ShattGs:ed mentally, like the poor old mate of the 
PEaiiba lie looked round tlie worid for a peac^iil 
com^" wliG*e he could foiget He looked for 
more than that. He wanted an earthly paradise 
and, strange to say he found it 

ffe found it in Ihe groip of ninety lazy 
topical islands in the Indian Ocean called the 



Seychelles. The island trade, guano and copra, 
gave him a Uving. For years he sailed between 
Ihe ouliying islands and Mahe, the c^tal. 
SoiiEtiiTEs he went fmlher a field with his 
schooner Elizabeth, andiQMardil927hewasat 
Tamalaye, on the east coast of Madagascar, 
wh^i Ihe great cyclone whided down on the 
anchoiaga Fifty sttbU sailing craft were lost that 
d^, and the FIitbIi rBi was carried two miles 
inland by a tidal wave The tees brushed her 
keel. 

Voss secured another sliip. liie baLqiiGaitine 
Elizabelha. For etc^ yeais he loaded coconuts 
and otliG*^ cargoes at the outlying islands and 
canied them to MaliQ. the centre of the paradise. 
He was as free and as happy a man, he said, as 
you would find on any ocean. Tlien he ancliored 
off Agalega Island, one of the most retnote 
outsposts of paradise. Agalega has a coconut oil 
factoiy and a sideiine in hoisefcceeding the 
hoises being fed on the coconub residLie called 
poonac. 

It is difficult Id find an anchoiage off 
Agalega, for the deep water runs i^d to aieef that 



rises stE^iy. Voss had more tiiaii 150 fathoms of 
cahJe out but his anchor dragged and he drifted 
on to the leef , Tliat was the end of the 
Elizabelha. Voss and his ciew spemt six months 
on lond.y Agalega before they WEie poked iqD 
and takeai back to Mahe. The SeycheJles 
n^vsp^DGT, aftEs: dGoling with the ^vreck, 
rGanariced "Cfqztain Voss is a man wlio lias 
al^vays made it his jicactice to fq^y the good old 
fxincipie " Ml, nisi bonum' to both the quick and 
the dead That is M/hy lie has not an eaiEany in all 
theworid" 

Voss lived on shoie for a tima Between Hie 
wars, it seears, one could l^ve five seivanis and 
feed all of Ihan f or £1 a monflL The islaodeB eat 
liiilieiiieataliiDsteveiy dc^ of Iheir lives. Biead 
fiuit and manioc ODst nest to noliiing. There is no 
starvation ia paradise. But Voss was an active 
mm. He laised Ihe price of a new ship, went to 
England and bought the Diolinda I do not know 
wiiGaeVoss is sailing now, but I lite to tiiirik he 
is still loading rich cargoes at Piaslin, wIob the 
cooodemergiows; at Frigate Island, where liiey 
cultivate vanilla; at Ihe fishing and guano 



stations of Ihe AmiiantEs; at Marie Louise and 
Coetivy and all those other dieam isles in coial 
seas where Voss found paradise. 

It was anitatious, that search of his, and many 
anothEi" man ^vould have found only 
disilkeionment 1 think Voss miBt have tak^i 
with him someiliing that inai^ othea: seeketiB 
after paradise have never possessed. 

Daar horn die Alahama 

Ver, ver oor die see. 

The Alabama has departed but Hie endless 
diama of the waterfront goes on. Tomonow will 
see the end of 1945, but now in Hie dusk a tug is 
moving slowly into Table Be^ with a sixmasted 
schooner in tow. She is the Cidade do Porto, 
flying Ihe PortugiKse Qsg; and slie has been 
picted 1:5) south of Agulhas with her sails lost in 
a cyclone, deckhouses smashed, leaking and wilh 
hGT puQjJs out of action She is forty-one years 
old, a lady with a dtsrepulable past Once she 
belonged to an ArrEoican gambling syndicafe 
and 1^ at anchor off the Califomian coast - 



outside the threewiile limit She was raided hy 

gaiigsteiB, and tiiey say tliat the money fmni the 
roulette tal:J.es is still safely hiddai on boaid. 1 
shall go on boaid the battened Cidade tomonow, 
but not in search of dollars. 

This is only Ihe eaid of am evening. 
ToimiTDW lie pines and silvo:' trees will ttemhle 
in the dawn wind UnJei-liiesunliieseawLllbea 
shining paliiwc^, the walEafront g^ with the 
oolours of liie flags and the funnels. Somewlieie 
beyond the mounteirt iBrges men and wonen 
will nate coffee beside their w^ons. North of 
tiie Qiange Rivs: tiie dune worid, not yet starii 
and mRnafTing ^ will tBfe on soft tintB in the lean- 
caiiKrtion 1 know a rose gaid^i hidden in the 
deep, snnbleached goige of a diy rivei; it will be 
becftitiful \\4ieai dcy bieaks tonnnow. Far up the 
cosst, thesledcbodiesof thousands of seals will 
^econ as the sun comes over the headland at 
C^je Cross. The doois of memoiy aro ^ar, and 
from Table B^ to tiie distant fronHeis the sea 
and the land aie ahve with the people and the 
scenes of n^ lesliess yeais. 



Chapter 2 
The TliEASURE Hunters 

AU d^ 1 l^ive been p^aing down into the 
caLm gieen jade of Table B^. I am on board a 
famous salvage ship fascinated hy the thought of 
lecovering suntenlroasuie. 

The ship is the Aijiaone, sister to tlie Arti^io 
which fccou^it ip liie Egypt's gold. Her mastGr is 
Bmno, the nian wlio wflDiked for thiee years on 
that £1,000,000 eaitG^prise. I^eaici the diver" is 
liE«?q. too. I liave beeai eating ravioli and drinking 
Chianti with tiie treasure tmntGrs. They have 
shown me the ^veard steeJ chambGrs in w^ch 
they otfJoie de^zdis of the ocean far beyond the 
range of ordinary diving dress. L^enci tdls me it 
is inipossihJe to pump fresh air down to these 
FiankenstGin monsters. He sits there in a steel 
tomb M^earing a gas mask to purify the scant 
Slippy of air. Has the man no imagination? 
"Na^er y^ have v^^ failed to bring ip a treasuLe 
oiK:e Vfc^ have fixed the position of the sunken 
ship," Lenci teJls me. "But Ihis job ,.. no one 
kix>ws vdiere to look" 



They are trying to find a cargo of tin ingots on 
tiie floor of TaHe B^, Ic^ tiiGie more than a 
CGSTtuLy and a half ago. Years ago, it se^iis, 
someone found one ingot stamped "Banka" - 
produce of the old Banka tin mines in the EXitch 
East Indies. So in 1937 these Italians liave come 
hete ™tli tlie Arpione to rEdse the ^^^Tole lot 

The Aipioiie is equipped wilii a hi^giab, an 
irgenioits affeir with steel pioi^. Again and 
agaiii the fourton giab jiunges down to the sea- 
floor; the winch tune changes; the gi^al; claws, 
deep in Ihe nari, shut n^auilessly Lfe a gieedy, 
dulching iKind. Nothing can escepe theni down 
thseiQtiieooz& 

The winch rattles, and expectantly 1 watch the 
gtab leJease its gianf s handful of mud on deck. 
Hoses fJay hopefully on tte tJack mass. 
Som^mes thesie are ciunipied masses of copper 
sheathing. Fragments of Hackened oak come uf^ 
tM/o old cannon see dayli^it again; hats of 
pott^y, then more timber. Always thet:e are 
jaawrG. Never is thet:e a ^impse of liri, much 
less of gold. Arxi the tiieasure syr»dicate is paying 



the ownets of the Arpione £50 a day for the 
services of the ship. 

It cannot go on. At ai^ monEsnt the voiacioiis 
giBbnE^llitlhefiistiiisteliiiaitof afoilii^ But 
ddlcate cdculalions liave to be mada It is heait- 
tffeaking. The grab descends for the last ttm^ 
disgoiges lis mud, and the Table Bc^ treasures 
stQl lonaiii undistinbed. 1 tate a fmal glass of 
Chianii wilii Ihe philosophic C^jtaiQ Bmno and 1 
leahse Hiat Iheie is no loyal load to wealth. 
Unless, of course, you know \\4oe to look 

It is r>ot hard to find old wrecks in TaHe Bay. 
The sandy floor is littesied witli tlieni from the 
wliite beach at Blaauwhe^g to the Camps Bay 
rocks. 1 have a list gathea:ed from the CapB 
archives, of more than three hinidred lost siiips. 
The bones of Portiigi*ese caravels lie thet:e under 
the tall seagrass; East Indiameax EXitch and 
En^ish, 'With thear stem tieas and cannon; a 
pirate fcrigantine hean^ an honest trading ship 
thEaes; gEdleons, sclioor»ers, ar»d steameas of all 
the seafaring naliorB; an ill-fated company, the 
like of M^ch you could firid nowlieae but in the 
old Tavern of the Seas". 



TreasinET? I have seen romantic scte^k and 
relics hcoii^Tt in by dredges, by diving boats, 
and by a li^itE*^ specially eqirijzped for salvage 
wodc long before the Ar^one anived. Coins still 
bearing the crowned lion of Holland and the 
monogram of the Dutch East India Compaiiy. 
GoldGai ducats, guildeas and rixdoUais, and those 
seawom silver paeces called ducatoons, very like 
fieces of et^iL And the cargoes! It is almost 
incredihJe liow well the sea preserves certain 
articles of mercliandise. The bed of TatJe Be^ 
seetns to be paved with. Chinese porcelain. Many 
fragments have been recovered, some of tiieiii 
more tiian two ceaituries old. Rolls of silk have 
been hrou^it up after niaiiy years, and the inne*^ 
portions found to be in beautifLil conditioix 
PE^^percoms retain tiieir flavour aftE*^ long 
periods in salt w^ter. Rosewood from the Orient 
has been salved arxi proved perfect And shipe' 
beils, of coursq, liave only to be cleaned ar>d 
rung to recall the w^iole dEamatic scene of fig- 
tailed sailors relieving the watch in the flickerir»g 
li^it of steoi lanterns. 



Step onboard the Talie Be^ diedgeis and s^ 
IhecoUectioiBof liispiiliTgoddnienlsthGy gaiiier 
in liie couise of the de^^'s wori^ The gieat imid- 
eotmg diedgeis, hadxiur ciafl liiDugh they ai^ 
steomioiind the Sonfli African coast under liim:' 
own power; and tior mastas aie bliovater 
sailois, who tieasme ariy little ieIic of the 
adventurous past they iTBy find. Such a noi is 
Ccfrtain R S. Hodges (Corior OBiien's mate in 
liie fennus tetch Saoiise during Ihe first leg of 
Iheworidduise), laterinoomnendof thebuctet 
dredger Sir Thomas Price. 1 learned nath about 
diedgers from him. 

It was during die r^anoval of a million tons of 
sarxi and iiiuti part of the TahJe Bay E>ocks 
scbGaision schGniQ, that so niariy strar»ge finds 
\ve«e made. Hardly a day passed ™thoitt some 
old fasliior»ed anchor, some part of a sailing- 
ship's skeJeton, coming to die surface. Anchors, 
with diGar impetishaHe greenheart stocks arxi 
txokeii flukes. tG^l dieir own story; you can 
fMcture the doomed vessel dragging hear caHe 
before the gale. E>eadGyes. cojipGa: sheathing 
wire stEys, bEiayingpiiis. fathoms of barnacled 



chain, tJackeaied oak timbetiB - Davy J ones yields 
up tiiEse tilings readily eaiou^i. The ciockeay on 
board the diedgGts bears the names of a w^iole 
foigotten fleet. The leaden pJattE*', coveansd with 
shells, niLBt have be^i old indeed. Sailois 
hacked salt junk on such jiJates lA^ien Jan van 
Riebeeckwas Goveoior of the C^De. 

Old cannDn aiid cannonballs have heGai hauled 
xtp by liie scoie. Sh^jdess iiBsses of banedes 
aiB sonetiiiies found to conlain Gennan Mauser 
lifles, with conoded bonels, idles of lie Boer 
War. Qfteai Ihe trigger roedianisni lemaius 
perfect when the stod^ has been eal^i awc^. 
Brass CcSodlesnuHers and quaint old botHes 
decorate one diedgei's UESsroom. Bottles of 
beea; estiiiEded to be fifty years old, were once 
found, tasted, and finally consumed with 
satisfectLonby all, hands. But there is leallyv^ 
littlefroinandGjtenfstLBkto atypa™ter, that 
has not b^n scooped up from the Table Be^ 
mid. 

" Have you seen a yeilou^ tobacco bag full of 
diamonds?" a man once asked the niastea" of a 
TafcJe Bay diedger. The master sliook liis beEid. 



He had seen maiiy qiieer thinc^ come Lp in the 
buckets - but no diamonds. 

Then the man who had questioned htm so 
e^edy told his siory. ffe had hiought the 
diantjnds with htm from Soulh-West Africa, and 
all the wey down the coast he ted worried about 
Itet tobaoxi b^ hidden in his suifeasa Would 
Ihe police be waiting for him? Would the 
CusbonB n]£ai find Ihan? 

As die steamer entered TatJe Bay Docks the 
wliite helmets v^^ni fcy two policenieai on the 
quay cau^it his nervous eye. "They are aft^" 
me," lie thoii^Tt; and tlieai he dropped tiie yellow 
tobacco bag tlirougli die poitiiole But they v^^etie 
not waiting to arrest him. Tlie customs officials 
hardly ^anced at his kaggEtge. And die yeilow 
tobacco bag is paobafcly still lying in die mud at 
die bottom of Tafcle Bay Docks. 

Anxjng the valiable finds, of course, have 
been mar^ sti^ coins. Handsome George IV 
silver ooins, alnnst in mint condition, were 
given back by the drippang hand of the sea not 
long^o. It is wiiea a dredger's pun^s are being 
deaned 1i^ these nxst fasdiBting htHe 



tieasures coine to li^it A spadegLiinea of George 
III, siicJdGnly revealed, made one cretv woiidEa" 
whetliG*^ a ship's moiieycliest lay b^iEatli thoii. A 
Hue and vdiite vasQ, with the coloiir haiUiant 
was sliown to anexpetli, vdio declared it ^vas two 
hundied years old. ThEsie are also mariy tons of 
Nankin "trade" porcd.ain on the floor of TafcJe 
Bay, min^edwidihundredsof tons of coal. 

Coins by the handful have been leoavered hy 
dtveis. In 1881 a C^je Town jeweUo:' named 
John Couitenc^^ enplqyed an eq)erienced 
harixjur diver, Jan Steyn, Id scplore two feniDus 
wrecks. They were the H^Hlem and De Jonge 
Thomas, Dulch East India Conpai^?^ ships, 
driven ashoie near Ihe Salt River mDuSi in north- 
\\«st gales laie in the eighteenth centuiy. 

A jiomilive "suhmarine eye", in liie sliE^De of a 
hosGfiHpewitha^ass end, was iised to survey the 
ground. Dark sh^^es WE*e located and buoyed, 
and J an Steyn \vent to wort First of all canieiqD 
china ciqDS and saucGcs, and llieai a real siKTcess - 
a thousand silve*^ rixdoUars ! 

There is Utiie doubt that nHi^' noie valuable 
ariicles and hisloric lelics would l^veb^ntaten 



from these two Conpar^ ships; but a gale 
washed awey the buoy, and Jau StGyn ne^er 
found his wiecks agaia They must l^ive been 
o^vGael over wilii sand as the hi^ seas biote 
inb the b^ from the norih-west This, indeed, is 
a common occuuence - the covering and 
uncoveing of old Table Bey wiecks. I teve seen 
on Ihe beach at MUnerlDn a vessel fully ninety 
feetloig^, or lather Ihe ted and ribs and some of 
her teak planking. Old lesidents had no idea tlBt 
Ihe vessd led b^ai lying boieath Ihe sandy 
beach for aU those years. The scouring of gieat 
wtnter gales had exposed her 

Ships' bells, fine jialzes for 1ovg*s of the sea, 
have beGii picked up hy TafcJ.e Bay diveas. In 
1887, for s£aiiifJ.q, the hd\ of ti>e Amiston lost 
in 1792, ^vas tffou^it to the surface. And a div^:" 
in 1884 found a bell bearing the naine' John 
Vlhea:, 1690.' TliE*ewas something of a boom in 
salvage ^vork during tlie ea^ilies of last cemtiny. 
The divG*s quaneiled hittEriy, however, and 
sonielinies fou^it beiow liie v^^ater. In the eaid the 
Goveomient wtlidiew all treasure seeking 



concessions. 



You may \vondGg: why so inai^ ships with 
rich cargoes slioulcl liave beeai lost in TahJe B^. 
The fact is tliat until 1860, ^^^leai an amiy of 
convicts started tlie construction of the pces^it 
txeakwatET, liie bay was almost an open, 
roadstead. A sailing ship could cut and run for it 
to opeai sea during the sunimea: months, but in 
winter the long cuLve of wiiite beach became a 
lee shore. Then the mastE*^ of a vessd. wiiich 
dragged her anchor would run up liie distiess 
signal; and agents on sliore som^mes offeaed 
£1,000 to tlie boats ciew M/ho would take out a 
she^anchor. ThEie ^veie wrecks ^eay monlh in 
the™nlo:. 

On irar^ a night the bell was lung at the 
CasHe Id call out the Conpar^'s servanis for 
lescuewoik On the beach stood the gallows, the 
peaially for looting slianded cargoes. Sometoies, 
as on tlKit disastrous 17th of June, 1722, a^oy 
vessd at anchor iq Ihe be^ would be lost Iheie 
weiB ten wieds Itet d^ and six bundled and 
sixly Uves lest The beaches were htJEsied wilh 
spices, peari and tortois^hell, sugar and 
sallpebB, to Ihe tune of £250,000. Eighteen years 



lale: Ihere was consternation among high Dubch 
ofhcials when Ihe ship Visch was observed 
drifting tab the haeaters. Outwardbound for the 
Indies, she had on board Iweiily chests of gold 
and sHver coin, to Hie value of half a million 
sterling - p^ for Ihe Coin)ai^s sevanls. "lU 
give Iwo months' salary to evey man\\4io goes 
out to save the money," shoirJed Governor 
Tulb^h In despeaBtroiL They saved the lot 

Y^ th^:e aie still money chests awaiting 
recovery. 1 know one man, Mr. A. M. Canol, 
who has liied agEiin and agEiin to leach some of 
liiese well known hoaLds. From 1903 to 1908 he 
Enifdoyed cuttets and divcas, and succeeded in 
locating the bones of several tieasuresliips. 
One of these ships was Het Hi.ris te Crayensteiix 
a stately, hi^ipooped vessel, wiiich ran on the 
rocks at Oudekiaal beyond Camps Bay, "at the 
third ^ass of the dogwatch " in foggy weadiea: in 
1698. Brass guns, bearing the Compare's coat of 
anns, and bais of white m^al have be^i tan^u^it 
Lp from the sand ^^^ch has almost covered the 
wreclc thus estaHishing hear idegiHty. Pe^dgss in 
the archives prove beyond doubt tliat there aie 



chests of money down liiece imdea: the sand as 
well. 

Near the sane spot alniDst a hundied years 
la!^ the Porttguese slaveship San Jose stmck 
and foundered, wilh five hLmdred wielched 
slaves under hatches. The fortuDafe armi^ these 
had their chams struck off in ttm^ but two 
hundred perished That was on 51h November 
1799, when a HoodiBd sun rose and gave 
wammg of tiie tenor to couib. C^jtain Valaitine 
Edwards of Ihe Sceplie struck his topmasts, but 
the gale burst with a loar, the cable parted, and 
Ihe ship soon grounded on a reef. During the de^^ 
mai^' wesB swept overboard Tl^ night the 
\\4iole poop was torn off, and scores of men saw 
a chance of esc^ja They swam to the floating 
wreck^e and clambered over it desperately. 
Close to the sliore a great wave c^sized the 
poop, diowning all wbo dung to it Only forty- 
two reached the shore safely - Ihere weae four 
hundred and da^ai offii^srs, seamen, arxi 
nHiines on board when the cable parted The 
Sc^)te was identifled by Mr. Carrol during his 
search tn 1903; his divers sent \:ip a sheave 



bearing the govemmait broadarro w and several 
of Ihe copper vessels lulled powdermonteys. 

The gieatest TaUe Bay gale of all raged 
almost williin living inetnoiy - on the ni^it of 
17th May, 1865. Ei^iteen oceanrgoing sHpe and 
thirty smallei: vessels became total losses on this 
ni^it, some with all hands. Tlie IxealavatE*^ was 
still undE*^ construction, too small to pc^etit the 
confision wliich soon arose in the crowded 
anchorage. Tlie sailingshipe weae easy victims; 
peofJe on tlie shoie satv them drift into the surf 
one by one, some of them fccealdng up almost 
immediatGly imdea: tlie liammerfziows of the 
stomi. Tliree mailsteamegB, tlie Briton, the Daiiq, 
and the Athetjs, lieid out the longest; for they 
^v^ie afcJ.e to steam at Ml speed and thus leliei'e 
some of the strain on tlieir anchor chains. Steam 
out and awsy from danger they could not - a 
modGm liner would be in dangE*^ if her master 
attEsnpted to drive her into such seas and squalls 
as those\\4TichlasliedTakJ.eBay tliatni^it 

The Alh^is, in a gallanfc but ill-fated atlerrpt 
1o reach open water, struck dose to the Mouille 
Point LighthoiBa Hundieds on shore, heedless of 



liie stingiiig lain, saw hEr limits die and heEffd the 
last cries of hGi" doomed conipaiiy. The diead 
noises she inadq. grinding on the locks, w^:e 
VGty [Jain. Spais, hatches, cahin doors floated on 
shorq, and the watcheiB dragged thEsu eagedy 
out of the hreakeiB in the liope of finding 
survivoiB. Biit not one soul was sa^^ed. In the 
morning only a boile*^ and a cylindEr head 
showed above the furioLis suif. They are still 
thG*^ nsty tombstonGS of the sea The Briton 
and the Dane WGt:e sa^'ed only by the gale 
modG*atiiig. Tlie Dane, indeed, was in shallow 
wate*', almost witliin the line of tlie surf, when, 
the \viiKl diopped. 

Bonfires flamed along Woodsfcick Beach In 
Ihe daitaiess to guide sinvivois drifling on lafte 
to liie shoie. This was all the lielp liiat it was 
posslMe for the people of Cepe Town to giva 
Enonnous seas hrote all along liie beach, 
nsking it nrpossible for an^ lifeboat to be 
launched 

It \vas a sinister dawn, liEialded by the 
howding ™nd and lash of rainsqualls, that fcroke 
ovea: Woodstock beach next morning. As far as 



the eye could see ships \v€t:e pounding and 
grinding in the surf, with tlie green, bceakeis 
making a clean breach over tiieaii. On board 
some of tlie woiecks, desperate men ckmg to the 
rigging. Mar^ ships had lost masts and spars. 
Hatclies, timber and cordage were coming rp in 
tanked masses on to tlie beach evety minuba 

The deaiflirDli was iiot so large as ni^ have 
been expected - betoeGai fifly and sixty lives 
weae lost in conparison wiHi liie heavy toll of 
hundreds dming pievloiis gales. But the loss of 
shipping was consideaed enormous in those dc^s 
of che^ shtps. The value of the wiected ships 
was estimated at £120,000, v\4iile their cargoes 
mist have b^n worth much more. Ccpe Town 
newsp^jers of the d^ canie out witii pages of 
adveaHserosits offoing the hutks for sal& It was 
as Ihough tiie Spanish annada had met lis doom 
on the diDies of Table Be^. 

I have seen fdiotograpiis, early efforts, but 
clear enou^i of tlie beaches of Tatie Bay aft^:" 
that gale. They aie like pictuies of liie legeaid of 
the Saigasso Sea come truer; ships and gieat 
pieces of sliips hee^Ded one L^x>n the othea:. 



mounds of spais and cargoes, de9d mesx dEod 
ships. Small wondea: liiat tiiG*e are still safes and 
valuafcJes, gold and silver, diamonds and 
s^:|:hires, in the sands of TaHeB^. 

Truly, n^ai will tcte great liskswlientliere is 
buUiononbocttdalostship. I can easily imagine 
Ihe e^er ciowd on the beach at Moiille Fbint 
late one S^tember night in 1899. The wealher 
was fine; but a short wiiile before a stean^a^s 
sir^i had been heaid, and distess rocfels had 
raced across liie sl^. On liie rDcls. with her 
dnstEas of lights still burning, Ie^ the 
Theninpyla& A fine passea^Eaship tiiis, wilii 
clipper bow- and doomed BouDdfrDmAuslialia 
to England, she hed cut one of Table B^'s 
comers a liltie too dosa The reefe had gripped 
her. 

A boat 'wilh the women and childreii left the 
wreck first them others, until all liands had 
abandoned lier. The Theonopylae ^vas bumping 
heavily now in a rising sea, and showing signs of 
foundeiing. Reluctantly the c^Dtain liad left 
£100,000 in sovereigns in thechaithousQ; twenty 
boxes, each wei^iing s^eaity-five pounds. 



consigned to a South African bank. But the 
Thennopylae ^vas ta^eaking up; cases of Ixitter, 
lablzils^ fixys^n meat; weae drifting on shoiei, to 
be seized by the oicitfid ciowd. 

Meanwhile tugs from the docks liad liurried 
to tlie scaie. The Ccplain reported his cargo of 
specia A boatload of volunteeas went to the 
wreck for it Hard work it was; birf; Ihe money 
rriglit still be lying Hiero on Hiat dangerous reef 
if the effort had not beor made Thelastboxwas 
lowered f a^erishly over the side and the boat 
pushed off with her p:ecious load. Tsi minLries 
later it would l^ve been inpossible: fee seas 
hiote dear across the decks of the Tbeanxjpylae. 

On deck, in horseboxes, weaie two racehorses, 
one of thean valued at £2,500. The owner had 
given tiiean l^d for lost In the morning liiey w^eie 
found wandEiing on Gieen Point Common. One 
of the first seas to hreak over tlie Thennopylae 
must have smashed their boxes open, metofully 
allowing them to swim ashore. 

Divers examirung pipelines still bring 1:5) 
portholes and olher rdics of the Thermopylae 
They must wish that some of those boxes of 



bullion had heen lefb behiiid. Neve^tiiEiess, as 1 
have indicated, thEaie is tieasine enou^ on the 
floor of liie "Taveoi of the Seas" - a tempting 
legacy left by meai wlio found the seaioad to 
India and niaiiy of those wi»o followed on that 
palh of old adveaitme. 1 doiibt wli^iE*^ theie is 
anothET bay in the world ^^^lich has seen nioie 
shipwrecks and snddeai death. 

There aie sHU a few start rusty liDn 
ftBgn^ails of lost ships jiiitiiig above Ihe waters 
of Talie B^ to renlnd the surroET crowds of 
old disasters. One brot^ hull, once Ihe steamer 
Cily of LincoLn, rests so dose to the shore that 
you could wade out to her. 

She VJBS lying in TahJe Bay in August; 1902, 
with both liEs: anchors out and all her catJq, w^le 
the engineeiB worked fev^eoshly to repair a 
iM^eakdown A gale fioni tiie north-west hcou^it 
heavy rainsqualls, and in the ni^it the City of 
Lincoln dragged hear anchors and drove 
tojadside on to the fcffeakets on Woodstock 
Beach. All hands reached the shore safely. 

The ArTEsrica, a stearrEsr whrch caig^ht fiie In 
1900 and was scuttled in sliallow water, still 



shows her dipfo:' bows above Ihe water off the 
beach Dives brought up hundieds of botlies of 
beer and stout from her holds. For years she 
matte ausefdrrerk during yacht races. Seablids 
found a sanduary on her^ fo'c'stle head 
SwimriEsrs rest on her old iron deck. Other 
wrecks wero visible, but in 1909 the authorities 
blew Ihem i_5J to clear the he^ for the historical 
p^eant lield shortly afteawards. 

Protected by the Bieakwatea: and the new 
harbonr, the remnant of Wootfetock beach will 
see no nioie drania of this kind. It is still an 
intet:esting beach, with tiie busy fishEamen 
tiekldng and men at work in boatixilding sheds. 
Fine types of C^3e fishing craft may be seen 
theae sometimes, Reaming in new jDaint and 
r^eady for laurelling. 

Once 1 saw a huge school of porpoises 
li^jped wilhoi a Mnge of telp, and hunted by 
fisherrrEn wilh harpoons. Wounded, the 
porpoises daslied tn niad ctrdes, blowing red jets 
into fheaLrandjurrpi^cleQrof thewatETonto 
Ihe beach. Porpoise steaks taste lite pori^ a 



dEiicacy among the colouied fisliEoneai. The 
beach reseniliJed a butchGt:^s shop that day. 

The teach at Rogge B^, Sfeie Becy in 
English, has vanishei In Ihe old de^s it offered 
liie fLshomen better shelter than WoodstDck 
beach; and it was used for the landing of cafches 
even in Van Ricbeecks Hn^ BeUveen the Fish 
Jetty and the Cental Wl^af there was for mar^^ 
years a scoie of ge^ colour aod eaiGagy which 
was the v^ essence of old C^je Town Fish 
WGSB tept ^ve in tanks near tiie square white 
fish martet a sort of comrorlal aquarium 
wiach would attract rrBr^ visitois t3dc^. 

On one occasion a wlialq, swimiiiiiig foolishly 
into the shuUows at Rogge Bc^, becarre 
stTcttiied on Ihe beach SowEoi^mth a keen eye 
to Ixisiness iminediatGly pitclied a tEsit ove*^ it 
and charged sixpence a head for admission. In 
recent years I have twice seeai huge seals iiauling 
themselves ont of the sea in Rogge Bay. Shy 
monsters as a ml^ these specimegis weie seeking 
a resting place as a resrilt of sickness. It was a 
qLie^rconliast- these great creatures of the lonely 



Antarctic islands ctav\ding on to C^3e Town's 
doorstep to die. 

These old beaches swallowed up lonenc^ and 
liagedy wilt Ihe bones of wrecks and men. Their 
sands, peaii^B, still hide silvoi^ducaloons, spade 
guineas, gold plate and jewellery. Th^ aie part 
of the hi^e graveyaid of the sea, a n^tenous 
teasme chest which no man can open wide and 
plunder. 

Tlie ™.ld harbour streets of C^De Towri like 
the " Barbary Coast" of San FrarKisco, the 
"Boca" of Buenos Aires, and Cardiff s "TigGr 
Bay'\ have been transformed within livincj 
memory. Ttey are still changing. Tlie niarinetiB 
of old w^io diank thear "Cfq^e smoke" thirstily 
would find it hard to recognise a sin^e landmark 
today. 

Old sunlit stteels in which liie ci^vs of the 
East India shijs staggeied and fought the 
tav^ns they knew so wdl, the shipyards arxi 
willing statrons, the lictely wood^i jetties 
w4iGaB the cargoes ftoni bluff bowed 
mEadHnttren wee unloaded- all these aie but a 
mEanoiy. The vey edge of Table B^ i1sel£ the 



beaches wliE*e so maqy^ swaslibuckling dianias 
WEie pJayed out have been covESiied and 
reclaimed. One may si^ for the fasciiiatiiig 
scenes lAiiich will never letum, even thoit^i the 
smeJls and the txagic wrecks of the old 
waterfiont liave vanished, too. 

Son^tiiiiES idles of those stinii^ Hmes cone 
jjp from a sli^; trench or a demolished buildiiig 
Id lenind ib of "sterp shot and cold stEel"; of 
ships and lOEai long dead; of wariite d^fs when 
Ccpe Town was an oiflpost open to suddeii attack 
from Ihe sea Not many years ago Iheiemams of 
a sea wall, built iq the eariy dsys of Ihe C^je 
setHemEait cane to U^it during excavaUoiB near 
Dock Road. The dale of liiis woii^ at which the 
Dutch wero of iiecessily so skilfiil, riE^^ be 
judged fromihe fact ttet Ihe wall ted heGai built 
without cQuait Skulls and hones of nen who 
had died fighling were found in the sane 
excavation. Long, rusty knives and other crude 
we^xjns showed how 1h^ had fallen And, as 
Ihe digging went on, the walls of an old 
tiocldiouse w^ie ©cposed. The site, now a great 



dneana, was Ihouglit to be tiie vey beach on 
w4iich Van RidDeecks meai landed. 

1 once talked to the foieanan of a diainage 
gang as his nieai sliovd.led earth from a tioich in 
anothea^ old seafaring street in C^q^e Town. "We 
find bones - mainly bones, ' ' he told me. 

"ButI have s^n old twisted bottles, andafav 
coins ioo, and cannon balls." Sonetimes a 
sl^etDnwearttglegtrons is found. There was a 
spot near the sea known as tiie "oulside place of 
execution", where, a caitnry ^o, all hanging 
WG3B held in pubhc. A sinistGr procession 
marched out theae ftum the Castle, judges, court 
officials, and armed guard to see the ssitences 
carried out You mey be sutb that a steleton in 
legirons found near that place was a man who 
bad broten &e harsh code of (hose deys - a 
mitinous sailor, a thief, but not necessarily a 
nurderET. 

Of liidden treasures, seciet passages and 
liiding jJaces in tliese seafaring streets there are 
iiiaiiy legends; but if discoveries have been 
made, f&v indeed have been re^Dorted Slave 
raids, the tenor of the eariy days, exjJain the 



necessity for slkJi Hdiiig jiJaces. AgEu.n and again 
liie slaves banded thems^ves togeliiE*', looting 
and killing, Lmtil tliey we*e CEqDtured and taken to 
Gallows Hill. Much fcadlion and gold pJ.ate w^:e 
buried on these occasions; with tiie natural result 
thfib tiie caches weae oftGii lost and tiie treasure 
withtheni. 

An tnter^ling find was made in iBcent years 
during excavaiions beiieath the Csp^ Town 
lailwc^^ station HeB a flight of seawom steps 
weae imcovered; st^B \\4iich ne^ well have 
beGai buiit by oider of Van Riebeeck himsdf 
soon after 1652, so that the sailois could cany 
fhm:' water banels and vegetables inoie easily to 
Ihe wailing boafe. The discoveay was nigxjitent, 
Ido, because it showed how far the inDdem cily 
had encioadied on Ihe bey. 

Close to these steps the navigatois of the 
sixteeaitii centmy pdaced thear lettE^s, WTi^iped in 
tarpaulins, imdet^ the famous "post office stones" 
in the liope that a ship homewaid bound would 
find thewi. At a time Wieai theie was no wiiite 
s^^tleanGSTt wferta^ea:, it pan^ved a faidy 
satisfactory systeaii. It vjas in 1900, when the 



pxesGait rail^vEy station was built, that an 
important collection of "post office stones" came 
to li^Tt. The HottGartots n^et^ tanipetied with the 
stones; but mariy leitE^s wet:e destroyed by damp. 
A number of these stones must still lie buried 
near tlie sandy shore of TaHe Bay. The etc^iteen 
stones or fragments recovered, inscribed in 
French, En^ish, EXitch and Danisli, cannot be all 
that were left w^ien, the C^De was used as a 
' ' fJace of ref resliineait ' by so mar^ ships. 

For two hundied yeais a hne of building 
stood aloi^ the shoie of Table B^, mainly to 
serve the shipping. They have all dis^jpeared 
Among thsan was the tteadnill, which blocted 
the lower end of the ffaa^igiacht At the 
seafeiing end of Wateaiant; Stieet theie was a 
sailois' boatding- house, very popular on account 
of its flat loof fioni which seaweaiy tars could 
suiv^ Ihe shipping in the b^. These boarding- 
houses, nm by "crin^s", s\:5JfHed liquor free to 
Efpoved customers. But the men we:e lobbed 
Ihere as sailois are robbed in &^ey se^nrt Th^ 
soon found theanselves with aching heads in fte 
fo'c'sties of outward bound ships. 



The taverns pjesuinatJy sold bEttGrwdnei, and 
many flourislied in the old town. Het Blaaiiw 
Anke*', De Orai^e Boom, Het Fransche Cazemq, 
De Sweedsche Vlag - romantic names for places 
with thabclied roofs and white fronts ^^4ieg:e men 
qLieaiclied thirsts that liad grown during tiuee 
montiis and moie at sea. They had to beat drums 
in the streets for thiee days before a ship left to 
warn the roistering sailonneax The "Taveoi of 
the Seas ", halfway horee to India, claimed many 
guests; and never weae guests so reluctant to 
leave. 

In later yeeas a Csp^ coloured woman known 
1o her patrons as Black Sophie, lan a boardings 
house which was well known Id sailois all ov^r 
the worid Black Sophie was not exactly a pious 
character, bid; b^: dances and free si^plles of 
beer and biandy became fannus. Son^etimes 
oidinaiy citizens would extend; but It was a 
dangerous gane, for ary HHn drunk esTough was 
shangliaied 

The sceaited merchandise thfib lay on the 
woodeai w^iarves of those days hn^u^it with it 
the atmosphesie of the East Cargoes of teak and 



etioiiy lay thea^ sandal^vood and ricQ. tea and 
spaces, cargoes that meai had risked their lives to 
win. In the horees of the ^vateifionb you would 
have seen much Hue NEHildn china, sill^ and 
oriental matting and carpus. No tiainwliistles or 
liootets distLiibed that busy watEcfront Out in tiie 
bay a sailing ship miglit fiie a salute with h^" 
Ixass cannon The cries of tlie redfezzed Malay 
fisheameix tlie calling of the fcirds, cieak of cargo 
tackle and l^:fxng of the tide made ip the 
meiody of tlie sealing. An old-tiine tune that 
tJended perfectly ™th the sunli^it of Old CapB 
Town's seafaring stieete. 

Chapter 3 
Leper Isle 

Alcatiaz of the convicts, Molokai of the 
lepeis, Heligoland fortress - theaie is an island in 
TaHe Bay w^ch is leaniniscent of all three 
When you geize across from Blaauv\i5etg beach 
and see tlie full size of Rofcben Island, \vitli its 
iiees and streets of houses, you may weJl ask 
wliEit is to be done \vith the piace. 



RokijEsi Island has ayain become a question 
maik on die Hue Soudi Atlantic. Eqiipmemt 
wortii hundiecfe of diousatids of pounds was 
dumped on tlie old ^voodeai jetty during the war 
and huniedly asseanlzJed Guns, ladar and asdic, 
steamroUetB to make an aGaodromo, all the 
matenal for a degaussing range to beat the 
magnetic mine ... in those days tliG*e was no 
doubt about Rotten Island's role. You could 
reach the island fioni the docks hy crashboat 
within Severn minutes. A fine new settleanent was 
built, aixl a safe harfDour jicovided for tiie fiist 
time. But now? No one seems to want Rohbeii 
Island, the old jiiace of odle and suffeiing, 
shipwreck and strange drama. 

On iTDiB Surd^^ than I can iBmemher 
belween iiie wais I sailed over to Robhen Island 
anchoiage in Muiic^' Bc^ and wandeied through 
liie leper settlsiiEinfe; and after the lepes were 
lemoved in 1931, through the deseited vUl^a 
From the people of the island and fiDm old 
lecDidsI gatheied an oufline of this queer island 
siDiy. Rohben Islcflid, "island of seals" wtesn the 
fiist exploits lauded, lies only six miles fiDin 



Table Be^ hieakwalo:: A low island, oflen 
ooveaBd witii fog, t^vo miles long and only a mile 
haoad. An hour's sail from Csp^ Town, yet the 
islandmi^itbdongtoadiffei^itwoild. 

Tlie setdewieait as 1 first kneiv it t^venty years 
before tiie ^acriatioii, was a htq^py [Jace in spite 
of its purpose as a lepe*', lunatic and convict 
station. F*rison wardetiB and hospital atteaxiants 
fishing from tiiejedy. Healthy looking nurses in 
the streets. Hospitality evetywheie in those d^s; 
in tiie mansion of the ComiiiissionGg; at dances in 
the club: in all the liomes of the island. Rcnics in 
fields of lilies, and on the beach on the far side 
wliG*e eveai now bci^it beads are washed ashore 
occasionally from a lost sliip. 

For a long period 1i3^:e were alwc^s at least 
IwD thousand people on the island- five bundled 
ofEidals and lior fenilies, a hundred convicis, 
five hundred lunatics and about a thousand 
Igjas. Even the lepeis seemed contented in the 
d^fs when 1 sailed over to the island legulariy; 
for Ihe island gave theni nnre freedom than ai:^ 
hospitBl on tte mainland They had their own 
gaidens and fowls; Ihe goveiment bought Ihm:' 



podtice aiid gave it back to thean to eat ! RohfoGii 
Island was fortunate in its doctors, too, and tiiEir 
dev^olion to the patieaits was magnificent 

The offidds di^A^ Iheii^ sigi^es from a large 
govemn^ait stoie stocking evoything except 
liquor. A bal^ty, a daily, a bulchei's shop and 
ve^stalies grown on Ihe island made 
hDiBeteeping easy. AHhoiigh liie road mnnin g 
round the island is only seven miles ia length, 
lioB wero a dozen nntoroars in use. The weekly 
steamer brou^ a programme for the cmema. If 
life was not etciUng for the iniehilanis, it was 
free from mary of fee problems of the cities. 

LLBialics of tlie quiet types wodied as seivants 
in the village One eJderiy coloured patieait \vas 
always to be seen Ixrilding boats frc>in fiagniegits 
of wreckage - odd ctaft indeed, invariably 
Ixokefi Lp by the attendants before they wet:e 
leatfy for launcliing. This ruthless, liiou^ 
necessary action did not disturb the old fellow in 
the least He simriiy set to work on a new vessel. 
Occasionally he varied his occrpation by making 
"coins" ™thbits of baass, carving an unflattering 
portrait of Queeai Victoria on each one. 



Among the dai^eDus patients was a woman 
wbo had set fiie to a number^ of chmches, srd 
bvice succeeded in producing a Naze in the 
Rohbeai Island asylum. WeUbehaved lunatics 
weae admitted te> the staff dances, howa^ea; and 
tiie dau^rinr of a forrrier Commissioner rdates 
1i^ her favourite poitiier was a murdGa^^ who 
1^ poisoned several people. He danced weli and 
was most polite. 

Theaie have been macabre scenes in the 
setdeanent One ni^it many years ago, a huge 
cask of rum drifted on to the beach The lepeas 
tffoke out taking their pannikins, and on the 
sliore thet:e was a mad carousal. In the 'etc^ities 
of last ceaitury the lepets \ve*e wr^chedly 
housed and fed. Mar^ comfdairrts hffou^Tt rw 
r^edress. So one ni^it they set fire to their hovels 
and forced the Goveanment to biiild new homes 
for them. 

It is dear that the lepers were not alwc^^ so 
weiltieated as tiiose 1 knew. A visiting physician 
in 1881 r^x)rted: "ffee 1 saw human beings 
teamdled woise than dogs. In a long, low, 
tistched shed sorre f orly poor creatures were 



stowed aw^, iiK^t of tiiEgn imaHe to leave liiEir 
beds. They would be burnt alive if the thatch 

caui^Tt fire. Heaie wete kJaclc lialf-caste and 
white all mixed togetliea:, but no fetnales," 

A last scsie, worthy of Giand Guignol, In the 
IgjGTseclion of Robbeii Island The stoiy is tm^ 
for I found it in the ofEidal lecoids. A 
oomiission arrived to hear Ihe grievances of the 
IgjGas, the pilifLil ^jpeals of rren who thought 
liiaiBelves cuied and wished to letum to tior 
faraQi^; of poor souls driven desperate by long 
edla Thoi^h lepaDsy is not infectious and only 
sli^itly oont^ous, the lepers were not allowed 
Id ^proach the meniiers of the oonmission, 
seated at tior tahia Guards stood between the 
mittedng lepers and the visitors. A msribe:' 
asted wty these strict precauHons we:e being 
iBten. "We disooveaBi a plot among the lepers to 
infectyougerriieroaiwilh the disease," answered 
Ihe head guard. Such ate Ihe lengths to v^hich 
loneliriess wiU rnove a body of wretehed niea 

Soon afterwards. Dr. W. Ross vjes af^x>inted 
si^DGglntEndent, and conditions improved. In 



1886 tiie island had its own n^vsp^DG*', the 
"RotiDG9i Island Times." 

Lepers are peculiariy liable to chest 
ooDplainls, and for a long linE it was felt Ihat 
Rohheai Island, swept by sea winds and swanped 
l^^ fogs, was an unsuitahle spot for a leper 
hospilal. As Ihe years passed, l^iosy decreased 
in South Africa; among wiate people, in fact the 
disease is showing a tendency to dis^pear 
eailirely. The cost of i_5jteep of an islarri 
establishrrerrt becarrE too highforfhe number of 
patienls nBinMned Finally the lepers were 
removed to a ceaitel hospital at Pretoria aod the 
only people Irft on the island were the 
hghfhouseteepers and Iheir femilies. There Ibs 
been a Mght on Robben Islarxi since 1657, when 
Van Riebeeck erected an iton platform on which 
a fire was tept burning whenever ships of the 
CoD:5)ar^ were sighted off Ihe port 

The staff, vdio had found life on RottiGii 
Isiaiid r^easant Eaiou^i, wet:e lElitctant to 
abEoidDn their solid homes. Eveay year after 1931 
some of them cliartered a small steamea: and 
speait a day of pathetic reunion in their ruined 



^Bid^is. Once a soiitheast gale aiose and 
marooned diEiii all for sevGial days. 

I sailed Iteie often aftGr the setfleaient had 
beGai abandoned Biids were nesting in the 
haDten windmlls. Rabbits sciMed out of Ihe 
powe:' station w4iich had onc^ ht up Qjb whole 
island. Sea hiids 1^ found sheltEsr in the pi^:ly 
sumnEsr houses and bathinghoxes along the 
shoiR The gaol gates ted be^ unlocted for the 
last time. Giass was growing thickly over tlie 
toUey lines that lun all over the island; and the 
toUey s we pushed and rode furiousLy down the 
slopes were nisting unde:' Hie sun. The gaidens, 
once bright with dahlias and can^rtions, were 
desolate. The v\iQte houses wilh their led roofe, 
and the solid giey stone buildings hewn by 
convictlabourwlll not deccyfornBi^ years; but 
Hie spoils ground, the golf oouise and the 
cuIiivatEd 1^x1 ted dropped back to the wild 
^jpearance of the surrounding labbitwanens. 
The club had been gutted, tlie billiard tables and 
laige library sold. Spread out on Hie floorl found 
a tattsaed island flag, bearing Ihe hghthoiee 



emblan. And oulside on the unciri; lawn there 
remained a ceptured Gemen fieldgun. 

Many of the bouses stood opeai, doois and 
windows swinging to evGty v/ind, Ixokeai chaiis 
and old official pe^dg^s littEaing tiie floors. The 
cluiLch, nioie thfui a CGntury old, \vas locked. 
Convicts biiilt the chLttch, too; the haidworidng 
convicts w^io made life easy and checqD for 
officials and tiiEir families. Life on this leper 
island, in the twentieili ceaituiy at ar^ latq, was 
not the mis^y you mi^it imagine. 1 moved 
among conteaited gioLqas of lepeas entettaining 
fiiends fiom the mainland. Maiiy of tlieiii 
suffered no pEun for yeais at a stretch, and little 
disfiguremeait But in tlie long building, beiiind 
the baibed ^vire feaices, \vere otlie^s sordy 
afflicted, the poor cieatuies wiio ^vere leper- 
lunatics. Tl^re 1 daied not emter. 

Munay Bc^, where 1 left uif sobII yacht at 
anchor, was once Ihe site of a wteding station 
owned by aMr. Muna^. Theeajtapriseledtobe 
abandoned for a queoi'ieason. MalarmafheLeft- 
ffended, a Xosa chief who had atlacted the 
Giaharrstewn s^ers in 1819, was ©died on 



RohtiGai Island He oigaiiised a band of j:«1soiie*s, 
seized one of Mun:a5''s wlialetoats and pulled 
away from the island The boat cf^Dsized in the 
sinf on BlaaLiwbG*ig beach and Makamia was 
drowned Tlie sequE^ to tliis e^sode \vas that 
MuEiay v^as given notice to quit, and he liad to 
set LqD his \\haling station on the mainland 

Eight conderiEied ciimiiials, handed over to 
the Enghsli East India Conpar^ to be nHiooned 
at Ihe C^je (IhEsn, in 1618, inhahLted only by 
savages) weB the fiist Robben Island setlleis. 
The direcbois of the ConpEai^ saw a chance of 
liading with the HottEaTtols and estahSishing 
gaidens for the si^jply of fresh vegetabl€s to 
fh^ ships. No volnnt^as for sevice in the 
pGailoiis outpost laving con^ forward, the 
diiedDis petitioned JaiiES I to pQidon a number 
of mEai condemned to death. Tlius the unwilling 
aininals found themsdves marooned on the 
shores of Table Bey with guns, aniTMnition, 
food and a snell open boat 

They \vet:e left in chfirge of C^^tain Cioss, 
who had been a nieaiibe*^ of the King's 
Bcxfyguard ~ a qiianeisonie bully. Cioss soon 



antagonised the Hottentots. He v^as attacked, 
and, according to the nanative of a suEvivor, 
"shot flill of anows and spears". The crimiiials 
esc^3ed in their boat and made for Rotben 
Island as tlie most ot^aous refuge. Tlieir boat 
was so sev«:e^y damaged vvhile landing that it 
could not be repaired 

They h ved as castawc^^ on diy biscuits they 
lad saved, eted out with pGaiguin eggs and fish. 
Sx months later a ship called the New Year's 
Gift was si^ited, and the despaBte nen set to 
work to build a mft Eour of the men, afraid to 
wait for d^breal^ paddled off with this 
diiflwood conttcfjtion and were not seei ^ain. 
Their conpanions, however, were r^ojed &om 
Ihe island nejd dc^ and given a passage to 
England. 

Theaiewas a grim secp.iel to tliis stioke of good 
fortune. The men stole a pmse soon aft^" 
latiding. They wet:e tried, declared liakatual 
criminals, and the old seaitsaice of death was 
enfoiced. 

Van Riebeeck male Robben Island a penal 
setQemE!!^ later in the seventeenth caitury. His 



mEn found lunidreds of sheep gLazincj liiGae; 
sheep left by British shiptnastE^s scxue years 
fxeviously. Van Rieteeck \vas also the fiist man 
to fortify liie island ™th "a six ponnder fmin the 
Maris" . Tlie paisonetB, the legions who followed, 
wesie kept busy quanying the VA\}b island stone 
for btdl dings on the mainland 

Rohboi Islaod has led many si^jedutaiffails, 
but the fiist of Ihem all was Ryk Overh^en of 
tiie Dutch East India Conpar^. In 1658, Van 
RLeb^cks Council decided to reward hiin for his 
faithful service ^ the fortress and on land 
journeys, and gave hlrn fills ^jpolnlment at 
fourteen florins a monlh. No doubt a florin went 
alongwc^^. 

Overiiagen looked afte*^ the sheep and cattle 
jj.aced on the island for safety fioin native 
thieves: He ^vas oqDected to keep t^ a 
flourisliing gEttdeii and seaid canots and sweet 
potatoes to the mainland. He fiied tlie first signal 
gun from the island, and earned out eq^eoments 
with fire beacons to assist ships eaitering TaHe 
Bay. It is recorided that a steenbok was shot on 
Rohben Islarxi during OveaiiagGais period theaiei. 



but tiiis must surety have been a c^^tiired biick 
wliich h£id been transported to tiie island. 
PEtttridges and pJieasants weae introduced by 

Goveoior Adrian van dEi" Stel eariy in the 
^^iteemth century. 

The first escepe from Robben Island was 
reported in 1731, wbsi seven rrEsn put to sea In a 
httle boat which was no nxjre Hkiq a framavork 
coveaed with skins. Govanor de la Fontaine 
ordered a commando out to seaodr the coast ftoni 
Blaauwberg to Gio^iddoof, and four of the 
fugitives were found. Their hail craft had, of 
couis^ ov€9iiimedui1he surf and the other three 
bad beGai drowned. Marry anolherprlsonGrrisiffid 
bis hfe, and lost it more oflen than not, by 
paddling awc^ from Robben Island with a raft or 
banel. 

C^Dtain Cook visited tiie island in 1776, and 
not long afterwards came LeVaillant the French 
traveller and naturalist. Le Vaillant WTote: "The 
i^and takes its name fiom tiie numbe*^ of marine 
dogs that are fourrd theana Its unhfq^py exiles are 
each day to dellvei" a ceatain quantity of 
limestone w^ch they dig. In spare time they 



fish, or cultivate their small gardens, w^ch 
fXDCxii^s tiiGin tobacco and some otiiGr littie 
indulgGnces." On the north side of the island are 
still to be seeai the rEmains of lliese old gEffden 
boundaries and ciicular stonewalls. 

No doubt otiiGir unofficial visilDis liod the 
sandy shoies of Robben Island long befoie Van 
Rieb^ck's dc^. They left litlie but the tnarilable 
legEaids of bmled tiEosuiB. Possibly these piiatGS 
woe lesponsiHe for the inttDduction of the 
English wild labhit a brown species entiiely 
differ^it fiDin the dassies, hares and lahhits of 
South Africa, and found nowhere on the 
maiiiland. Today the isLand is an oionnous 
lahbitwaiien. This is more lemarisble than it 
nE^ seem for th£9B is not much of the giass 
labbits lova Moreover, hundreds of cats fliat lan 
wild afler a taste of labbit flesh during the years 
wtein Ihe island was ocxijEed, live in the 
warrens and piey on the rabbits. Robben Island 
becan:E a sportsmeai's paradise in the eariy 
ntneteaifh centiny. Y om^ officers of the British 
ganison, sent th^e as a punishnent and to teep 



Ihem out of debt, shot quail, pheasants and 
rabbits and erijoyed the good fishing. 

Among the few sixxessful esc^^es from 
Rotteai Island \vas that of two tcothets named 
Card, and Jacob Krugs*', sentenced for coining 
labe in the et^Tteenlli ccntLiiy. They made a boat 
of sldns, reEiclied the coast near BlaauwbE^g and 
tiamped northwaids to Saldanha. Tlien lliey left 
civilisation behind for liie unknown intenor, 
wliG*e no vdiite man liad ever been before. Carel 
Kn^ger was tramfied to death by an eie^iant - 
theae is still a farm called Carei's Graf in the 
Prieska district Jacob lived on as an ontlEfw^ for 
tM/eaity years, with liie shadow^ of Rofcfoen Island 
al^vays over him. Finally he received a free 
pardori, only to be killed by a lion soon 
aftetwards. 

Wh£ai the British occijaed the C^je for the 
second time in 1806, they retained Robben 
Island as a peiei s^ement A British norhant 
ship, the Elizabeth, at anchor off the island, was 
boaided by twdve ajnvicls. They^ seized 
miskets, locfed the c^>lain and crew ia 1h^ 
qiBrters and took the ship to sea Once awe^^ 



fmin liie island the convicts set tlie officeas and 
dew adrift in die loii^3oat Tliese men reached 
C^De Town safety, aiid a ^varship hunied aftGr 
the Hizabeih. The twelve despeaate convicts 
wesje lec^DtLired and sent l^ack to RohtiGai Island 
with long sentences. 

The slietch of icy wafer between lie island 
and liie docks forms Soulii Africa's "Channel 
Swiiri'. Many have attenpted it and only a few 
have sijcceeded The fiist man to swim fiDin 
Robbeai Island Id ttie mainland is also Ihe only 
one - Mr. H C. Hooper, who covered the 
dislanoe ia jiist under seven hours on S^tember 
4, 1909. He used Ihehffeast stroll 

It is a far more difficult swim than the En^ish 
Channel crossing, as the TaHe Bay w^tea: is 
seldom above fifty degrees Faluenhetl, wlieaieas 
the Channel is usually above sixty-five. Women 
seetn to feel the cold less llian men, and four 
womeai liave coin]:J.^Ed the RofciiGai Island swim. 
Two of them, MeaT:edES Gleitze (1932) and Asta 
Winckle*^ (1934) weie already famous wliEn they 
tackled tlie freeziiig currents of TaHe Bay. But 
the most popular success was one ^vhich 1 



watclied from start to finish - the gieat swim ty 
the fifteen-year-old schoolgiri Peggy Duncan in 
Noveaiibe*', 1926. TliE*e w^et:e sharks about that 
dEiy and I was in cliarge of a small craft 
cliartered fcy tiie newspeq^e*^ wliich had organised 
the swim. The contest was neady called off; Ixit 
we decided that Ffeggy EXnican was well 
]xotected, and nine hours thirty-five minutes 
after leaving Rofcfoen Island liie stiong; sunburnt 
giri reached the old Add^ey Street pier. The 
secorxi MflDinan to accomfJish the feat, durir>g the 
following year, ^vas Miss Florrie Bemdt a 
Rohteai Islarxi nurse. In 1930 F^eggy EXincan 
swam the Eii^ish Cliannei. 

Off the rockfringed shoie of Robh^i Island 
hes the "boneyard", the unfrequented sbelch of 
ocean wheie old ships, stripped of their fittings, 
are tateai out and sunk You can see the msly 
iion, Ihe hollos arxi stun^ of masfe of fte 
wrecks of recent years along the noiihem shoi& 
But of two fermiis vessels lost there, which 
stand out in n^^ nind from a long and tragic pro- 
cession of doomed ships, notiiing remains above 
Ihe smfece. One was fhe mail steams^ TantaUon 



Castiq. filed l^d in the eaiiy morning of May 7, 
1901 in a dense fog wilii 120 passengets on 
board. TheotiiGrwas the DagE*aad- and that is a 
tale of sunken treasure \\^ch I shall preseaidy 
tdl. 

The Tantallon Caslie wreck was note/yoili;^ 
because she was liie only legular nEiil steamer on 
liie C^)e nm ever lost In Table B^. She had 
been passing through fog for some k)urs bef oie 
liie disastGg;; butC^teindelaCourTiaveLS had 
lateai soundings and was satisfied Ihat he was on 
a safe oouisa Double lookjub had been posted. 
The Ccfftain was on liie hndga Suddenly the 
lookout shouled awaniing - he had seen a palch 
of seaweed, indicatmg laud dose by. C^tein 
Travels had his hand on the bridge Idegi^ii; he 
rang down "full astEm". Too late. Th^B was, in 
Ihe words of a passage:; "afhurrp, alhud, anda 
slow, grinding iirpac!^' as the Tantallon Castle 
settled down on ar^. 

Signal guns weaie fired, the people of Rohfoen 
Island hurried to the shoro, saw the stranded liiiE*^ 
aixl tG^efJioned to the mainland for hEip. The 
master of the little coasting steaiiier Magnet first 



to arrive, pitched his own deck cargo ovGiboard 
andsent a wlialetoat across to thewr^ck. All the 
wonreai and cliildroi ^veaie trEmsfened, and then 
the rest of the passesTgers. Soon liarhoiir tu^ 
wece on the spot^ with tiie Braemar Castie, the 
Avondale Castiei, the Ra^an Castle of the same 
conipariy, arxi H.M,S. Tartar - all ready with 
towropes and anxious to save tlie Tantallon 
Castie from total loss. The mails were taken off 
safety, arxi most of tlie baggage- hut the ship 
resisted every effort to drag h^: away from the 
teetli of the rocks. Hiotogr^ihs takEn that d£^ 
show^ her lying hffoadside on to the swg^I - a fine 
sliip at the timq. with three masts, one funriEi, 
and the firstdass quartG*s aft according to old- 
fashiorred custom. C^^tain Travers aixl the crew 
\e£t hEi" sadly. Not one life liad been lost; but the 
water M^as rising in the holds and soon afterwards 
she broke rp. The court of inquiry left the 
CEqDtain's certificate untouched, but considered 
thfit he should have taken iirore soundings. A 
r^ecommendation that a fog signal sliould be 
fJaced on Rohben Island vjbs followed by the 
government - half the li^ithouses and fog signals 



of the worid have been provided only as a result 
of sliipwiBcks. So the RokfcEsi Island gmi, known 
to thousands of sailonnen in aftGr yeais, boomed 
ovea: the bones of theTantallonCastie. 

Of the Dageiaad Plough is known to 
establish, beyond doiibt that slie was a lieasure 
ship. She was one of a fleet that sailed noilii 
from Table B^ m 1694 Id salve the caigo of a 
distressed Dutch East India Conpary ship 
Darned the Goude Bi^ - the Gold^i Jactet 
Navs lad leached tte C^je ti^t the Goude 
Buys, afler a long passage &oni Holland, had 
anchoied about a bundled miles np Ihe coast 
with e^eiy soul on board ill. Scurvy, of course - 
Ihe diead sickn^s which took such toll of the 
marineis of Holland then, and for years 
aflnrwards. Sone of the wiet::lied creA^ of the 
Goude Bji/s led landed and tiarrped overland to 
Ihe C^)e, seveal perishing of hunger on the 
mEffch. 

When the DagEiaad, a small, fast yacht 
readied the spot the Gou^ Bi^^s had dragged 
her anchors and drifted asliore. Tlie coast w^i^:e 
she lay, however, is sandy and free from danger; 



it ^vas easy to sadve her specie and cargo. With 
much pcecious freic^it under hatctes the 
Dageaiaad lan back to TaHe Be^'. Fog caused h^:" 
eaid, too - she struck the west eaid of Rohhen. 
Island and Izffoke iqD at once. Sixteen of her men 
were drowned. It was recorded at the time that 
' ' the taoken chests w^aslied ashore, but the money 
is still Lmder the sea" . 

Since then childioi lEive found a few golden 
ducals and silveg;' pec^s of eight in idcI^ pools. 
B\:^nr)stof itlies, to this de^, in the sand of the 
gieen d^ths beneath the long coils of seaweed, 
caressed by eveay tide in the stEongroom of tlie 
cold South Aliantic. Golden coins, no doubt 
with guilders and rixdoUars - a romantic board 
awaiting recovery by sdtob diver bold erjugh to 
go down there in the sweep and surge of the 
op^i ocean. 1 should Kte to stand on tlie beach 
of Robben Island on Ihe day when the tieasure of 
Ihe Daget^ri conies onshoie. 

The most receait treasure unearthed on 
Rotteai Island ^vas found, in August 1944> by 
soldiers of the wartime gEffiison wlio w^^:e 
digging near tiie li^ithouse. They first found a 



skeJetoix then a numbGr of silver: and cof^Der 
coins. I examined the coins - tiiey wetie FiEaiclx 
bearing various dates from 1688 to 1726. The 
large silvea: coins, about tbe size of a fiveshilling 
jiecet weane handsome and well pces^ved. 

It Scared Id tie soldieas Hiat the sfelebon had 
not leceived proper biirial. They thought the man 
night have been a shipwiected sailor who had 
died thero alone and been covered by the diiftiiig 
sand. It was just one more tragedy, peiiKps, of 
Ihe island that nobody wants. 

Chapter 4 

BL AAUWBERG AnD ThE BEACHES 

Now it is time to set out noitliwards on the 
edge of Table Be^ - norlhwaids along the 
beaches that would seem re^eeaiding if you 
went all the we^ on foot 

1 hope the journey will be fccoken so oftE^x 
and in such unusual compare, that you will not 
find it tiring. The first lialt is ™tliin si^it. It is a 
white vision at the far edge of the fclue bay, the 
village called Blaauwbetg Strand. Among life's 



luxxiries is one wliich 1 have ea^oyed more than 
cliampagne or cigais; it is a weekeaid SEttictuary 
away fir^m the city. Years ago I found a cottage 
at BlaauwiiGig. In those days you could reach the 
fiace ty cart v^^agon, on hoiseback or on foot; 
not hy motoicar. Soon afteiwards, however, the 
strai^it concrete load was built along the dunes 
and BlaauvdDGtg Stiand became known, not only 
to fishennesi, lieonits and eccentrics, but to the 
crowd. Stiange to relatq, the old BlaauwbE*g - 
village of shipwrecks and beaclicombG*s, 
battlegiound of Baird and Janssens - has not 
vanislied. You can still find tiie past among the 
rocks and in the dunes. 

During a Ihousand walks on this beach I have 
watched seals hauling out of the sea and 
poipoisesle^anginthesmf. Once I found a live 
bomb with a led ring on the nose. All Ihe sea- 
bitds, from the alb^iDss \o the penguin, have 
rested befoie n^ eyes on these sands. I have 
picted xtp tEanpling menus from ships, and 
etamined maiiy a coited bottle in the hope of 
finding a n^ssage. One de^ I saw a jactel 
eansige from the bush; often thero teve been 



steGnbok. Before hKeakfast on a foggy morning I 
obsGaved a crawfish ciittE*^ agroimd, with the 
dew lumiedly jettisoning drar catch so that they 
mi^it lEfloat her at hi^ wabE*^. I nev«" know 
wliat to oq^ect as I pace the finn sands 
northwards. If ^vishes counted thEt:e would be a 
tieasurechest in the ^vaves. But I am far inoie 
likely to find a motorcar beang batbE*ed by the 
sinf ^lile yet another dismayed driver wrings 
his hands. 

I have seen links with old Blaauwberg. Van 
Rieb^ckwas oieof IhefiistwhitemEinlD cross 
liie Gieat Salt Pan (lalET Hie RielvlGa rmtor 
speedwc^) and watk over the flim saods at low 
tide to lie lod^ "island". The "Conpaiiy's 
Road", made hy liie iiorliibound exploring 
wagons of tiie Dulch East India Corrpaii^, stdl 
survives as d^p, sandy liacks on Ihe fann 
Blaauwbeig. CanDonballs aro often found in the 
sandy wastes behind the viJi^& A man whose 
family Ibs lived .at Blaauwberg for moie than a 
centmy once showed uib a Ibick Fiench copper 
coin of the eariy Repubhcan deys, one of mary 
coins salved ftomlbe dunes. 



Aftea: H^ winds, parts of tiie lost liomestead 
of the EXitch East India CompEuiy ate revealed 
This large building, known as Compagnie's 
Daiix stood close to the paeseait village. The 
wliole pdace sank gradually into tiie sand, 
FragniesTts of valiiaUe old cliina and vdi^^asses 
liave been recovet:ed in receait years from the 
spot But the fann lands, the cattle kiaals and 
vineyards, liie dam vdieie v^^agondrivets halted to 
wate*^ their oxeai; all these liave been engulfed by 
the meanciless dunes. It is said that tlie last own^" 
of the farm, w^ent mad vdieii he saw^ that the 
cree^ng sand was about to drive him from his 
liome 

Much diifbvood and limber fiom old wrecls 
lave gone, fiom lie eariiest deys, info the 
cotlages of Blaauwberg. The cunents run fliis 
vmf, so that whenever a ship is lost in Table Bey 
liie expectant beachcombeis waich the incoming 
tide dey and night for their harvest One tide 
hsDught in a figurehead ten fe^ high - Loid 
NeJson, sotheysey. Itstandsinagaiden, cocted 
IkA and ^lauletlES still weattiering Ibe yeais. A 
scroll beneath bears Ihe faroDus message: 



" Ellwand expects eve*y man this day will do his 
duty". 

The bones of two dead ships, castaslioietDbe 
taoten up for their copper towards fee end of 
last {^ntuiy, weaB vislMe a few yeais ago. 
Probably there aie still a few fr^maris If you 
look for thean Once these wrecks were huge 
hulks; liiEy were hacted and torn ^jart, cut into 
laflers and palings for cotlagefeoces, or burnt In 
opoi hearths. Ton afte' ton of pitctpne and teak 
flamed blue on wintor nights. The Diotling 
Sophia, one of these sailing ships was called; arxi 
fee other was the F^uline. There is hardly a hon:e 
in Bl^mwberg which tes not absorbed some 
flotsam of fee sea Two bouses are narrei after 
wrecks - Galatea and HypaHa 

First of all the ^vrecks on the cx>ast near 
BlaairwbGgg was the fainois Haailem, w^ch was 
sbxick by a violent soudieast squall w^le 
ii.inning into TahJe Bay three ceaitiiries ago, and 
flinig on ihe beach a toted loss. It is lecoided that 
bE*^ cr^v rGinained near tlie spot to guard the 
valuatJe cargo. They made a gaideai and shot 
game; you can still see buck and partridges near 



the village. The men of the Haade«i imist have 
been the first settiets of Blaai.iv\i)Ggg. 

1 have made a list of the Blaauwberg wiecks. 
Among then were fee Fiench vessel Severe, a 
74-gun slip; fee baique Be^al; the Gemen 
biigantine Oste; fee ship Akbar; the haig Rove; 
and fee barque Scfpbo, wife her cargo of tea 
Eariy this century the steamer ffemes dragged 
heranchois and drifted ashoie at night A ship's 
boat hurriedly lowered, c^isized, and two young 
wives were diDwned. Aftesr that a lifdine to the 
beach woited well. Eveai the pi^ and cals on 
boaid the doomed ship weae saved. When tlie 
steamer f^rpalia was lost on Whale Rock miich 
of her wreclsge found its Wc^ to Blaauwbeg; 
doois and dericks, hfebuoys, floating fragments 
1i^ dieA/ mariy villagers intej the surf to claim 
feese gifts as tiiey washed ashoiR 

It is Sunday eveaiiiig at BlaauwbE^g. The last 
bathET has left the sea, the motoicars have 
stiiug^ed out of tiie loose santi geese aie 
marching solenuily back to the homestead. As 
the sun dies 1 ^ance towards the silhouette of 
RofcijGai Island; and tlie*"^ on tiie screeai of the 



miiici I see a gieab fleet aiiclioted. I am. back in 
liiEib eveming of JaiuiEuy, 1806, w^iEai Sir Home 
PofJiani Ixou^it liis GO ships aiid Baird liis 6,000 
men to these qtriet shores. 

Diattan. Enoounter, Leda, ProlectDr - fcese 
ships are coverii^ liie beach with lior heavy 
guns. A slibU taaispoit Iss been sailed boldly 
into Ihe line of surf and beached to form a 
haeakwalHT for the landii^ of flie troojK. Heavy 
seas mate Ibis a difEicult nenoeuvre and a 
boaSioad of men of the HighlaDd Brigade sink 
wilt Ihm:' inLisl^s and heavy equiprnent 

Now, turning towards Rietvlea, I \vatch 
anoliiEr aniiy. Strange how clear aie tlieir faces 
in tiie SLmset these bearded bm^iGis, fair 
Geaiiian meancGaiaries, diagooiis, French sailors, 
EXitch aiiilleiy, Javanese, Hotteaibots, Mozani- 
tique slaves. A qLieer foreign legion J ansseais has 
gallie*ed to resist the En^ish; small wondet^ that 
this araiy, only two thousand strong, cannot 
drive the invadeis back into tlie sea The cannon 
come into action, but it is soon ovea". Only a 
sldniiish leally, tliis "Battle of BlaarivviiGag". The 
key to India is again in En^and's hands. 



Such was Bl^fljwbeig's port in the liistoiy of 
South Africa- Ihe white village we see on clear 
aftomooDS across Table Be^^, tiie village of 
wrecks and romance. 

Blaaiiwbetg is a gieat jJace for musseis and 
other sea foods. One day 1 m^ an e^dedy, radier 
fxjitly man digging wliite miisse^s out of the 
sand He had the air of an expert about liini. and 
1 paused to see what ™.sdom of tiie beaclies he 
mi^it pass on to me. His conversation was far 
moie startling than 1 had expected 

"Its safe enough hero on Ihe sand," remari^ 
Ihe man "But on Ihe rocks ... fhats a diffoent 
story." 

"You mean you msy get washed off hy the 
sea?" 1 inquired politely. 

"Not unless you'ro a fool. Something much 
worse b^jpened t> rre. " 

Back in 1908, he told mq, he was wading out 
to a halfsuhmesged leef vdien he ^vas gripped 
round tiie leg by an octopus. He slashed at the 
teaitacle witli his shaip bait knife. Anollier 
teaitacle found a hold lound his right arm. 
Transfemng the knife to liis left hand he fou^t 



back. Bub lie was really saved hy a sea \\^ch 
lifted tiie octoptis on to a lock and disturbed it 
long enoLi^ for liiiii to esc^De "1 could see tbe 
cold eyes staring at me, and I have never 
forgotten it" bedeclaredwitiiashLKi[fe:. 

For mar^ years a Mazambque native known 
as "Mussd Fyni" made his living by gathering 
sheUflsh along Ihe Bl^iiwheLg ooast His sacks 
of mussels ofen cfjieaied on hotel meniis as 
"oystE9:'soi_5j" or"oystErpatlies". Ffeterwasatme 
beachcomber. 1 was alw^?s glad when he caffE 
Id n^^ door wilii &esh mussels \o sell at Ihe 
modest price of one hundred for a shilling. He 
died duriig a oold norih- west gale, a victim of 
Ihe common mislate of sleeping in a closed hut 
in conpaiiy with a tin of glowing 03als. 

Musseis aie really as tasty as oysters. The 
Blaauwbeag people piit thean in vinegar so that 
Ihey keep for weeks. But the finest mussels 1 
^^ea: abe thetie \vet:e cooked in my cottage by a 
BeJgiaix He steamed tliean ovea: a sauce of butter, 
onions, ce3e*y and wiiite wine and a chef could 
have done no better:. A rarer delicacy is the perei- 
lernoen or klipkous, largest of all the CapB 



sliellfish. This inonsto: giows far out on the 
rocks, and can be readied only at very low tides 
with the aid of a spear. It has a beautifiil sheJl, 
biit llie meat niiBt be scrubbed and put throu^ a 
mincer. 

Seaweed jdly is anothei^ odd dish often made 
in the cotteges along Ihis coast You have to 
collect Ihe hght blown ribbons of seaweed which 
ding to the long stalks of seabamboo. Boil for 
Ihree liouts, and it becomes a pme jelly which 
mE^ be flavoured with fnit juices. This is the 
local reai^dy for chest afOiclions, and 1 believe 
Ihe recipe has some medical si5)port 

" No one is poor who lives by the shorq, " runs 
the old sE^ang. While it is to be doubted very 
much ^^^TGiher the beachcombet:s of Blaauw^^erg 
could live entireiy on w^iEit they find, they have 
madevaluahJe discoveries from, time to time. 

These beachcombers are not the disrepulable 
chaiBcteis of fiction They are fishermEsi, 
fam^srs, odd job men of the coastBl belt wlio 
teep a watchful eye on the hard sandy beaches 
and the sea Tb^ know where to find Bushman 
pottery in the dun^; they recite the local treasure 



legEaids and lead pEuHes in search of tiiGiii 

willin^y - for a considsiatioiL Not aii expeaisive 
way of buying romance, after all. 

Watch the beacbcomber pacing the long 
beaches, vralchhiinatwoikate:aiior*-westgale 
has stined up lie seafloor and swept lost 
ftBgrrents ashoie. He walks with head bent 
foiwani, scanning Ibe wet sands, the ripples and 
nHriffi left by the ebb tide, the shEUs and 
seaweed, ffe can lead signs tbatn:Eanno1bingt3 
those Ihataie not of his trada If Iheie is lieasure 
bsaB it will not escc^ie him. 

His keGsi old eyes have seen this beach strewn 
with carpets, cases of vdiisky and swe^s. That 
was after llie loss of the mail steamer Tantallon 
Castie on Robfoegi Island Anollier wieck 
siqiqiiied candles and condeaised milk, unspoilt 
hy the sea. Once a hi*ge cargo of tea in tinfoil 
came ip willi the fcreakers. They tried to Lise the 
tea, bub it was impregnated with salt; so the 
beachcombGrs made piggots of lead oub of the 
wreq^fings. 

One of n^^ beachoonter friends described the 
funeral of a small wooden sailing ship yeais ago. 



*They towed bEr out of Table B3y Docks with 
notliing but lals on boaid," he said. "No, liie lats 
did not know she was doonri Betwe^iRobben 
Island eaid Blaauwberg beach Ihey made full sail, 
and cast her adrift. She came fat::hLng along 
towards Ibe Blaauwbeig rocks, simck an 
oiitlyii^ leef and reaiHined fast her sails still 
drawing. Then five groat seas stmck her. She 
vanished beforo our ^es- therowasnotiiingl^ 
but matchwood whEai the last sea passed over 

This man owns a little boat w^iich has paid for 
itsE^f again and again He has fished ftoin it and 

sliot seals for tiieir sldns and oil. Sometimes he 
visits the little locky isl^ off BlaauwiDGrg to 

collect duikjE^s' eggs. And w^ien the sea is v«y 
calm he searches for the old treasuie ship his 
gLandfadiE*^ once sliowed him. 

"1 was young then - 1 never thought of fixing 
Ibe position by maris on shoro," he told me. 
"But 1 - saw the ship throig^h the clear walET 
aflET a soulb-eastHr, lyii^ on hEr side wilii bars 
of sHverinhoi'hold. If 1 find her again ITl marii 



liie spot ^€91 if I have to drop iny best crawfish 
net" 

A Woodstock fishing boat once mised an old 
taBss cannon in the nels; but it was Ido heavy to 
lift into the boat the nets brote and a valuable 
idic was lost 

ThEsi tiiGtie is the story (which the 
beachcombGa: sweats is tnie) of the two fanneis 
wlio foimcl an iron box left hy the tide. TTiEtie 
was a coloined boy with thEsn, and they seait him 
for an axe. TliEai tliey opeaied the box; and wiien 
the bc^' letuEned tliey sliowed him that it was 
€9npty. Bnt my frieaid declares that tiie box \vas 
fiill of money, and tiiat those tsvo fanners w^eie 
{xospeaoLB for the rest of tlieir lives. 

Stildiy speaking, of couise, all tte^me trove 
should be handed over to the Govemmeait. 
Flotsam, v\4ach means portLous of a wieck or h^ 
caigo, and jelsam, goods thrown overix»aid to 
hghten a ship do not belong to the finder. In 
paactice it is only whenlaige quanHties of goods 
drift ashoie ttot Customs officers guard the 
coast 



Tlie botanist w^io turns beachcombeg: on the 
South African coast will find innch of inteaise 
intaest The Mocamhaque and Agulhas cuLTEaits 
on the East Coast and the Brazilian and South 
Atlantic connecting cunjEsits on the west haing 
floating seeds, plants, logs of wood, pumice and 
corEds from far countries. Some of the seeds 
gEtminate wheal they leach tlie South African 
coasts after voyages of thortsands of miles 
lasting for months oryeaES. 

The Dnst historic discovery eveairrBdelnthe 
Bl^uwbeag sands, of course, was a conoded 
PDrtuguGse swoid. It was identified as the swoid 
of Don Fiancisco d'Almerda, kQled wilii sixly of 
his nien at Blaauv\terg in 1501 by the 
Hottentots. 

Thesie is no knowing vdiat the ocean cunents 
may cast hd, for stagnation is unknown in the sea 
and tlie great flow^ of the wateais is nev^ 
checked. Eveai tlie strong Agulhas current is 
variaHei; the anows shown on the chart must be 
taken only as an indication. But always thetie 
comes a d^y wlie^i curreaits and tides join forces 
to throw on land at last someiliing that will catch 



liie beachconibGt:^s eye. TTiEtie is tre^^ire and 
mystEiy on the beaches for those vAio know 
whEie to seek such thin^. 

Moie n^^stmoiB than aii^ suhrrEoged wiB::k 
was Ihe "Tygetteig ship/' a buried ship found 
several miles fioni Hie BlaauwbGag ooast 

The TygeiiiGtg ship (if sliip it was) fiist 
received puUicily in the fifties of last ceaitiny, 
wlieai pffospectois weie searching die mountain 
slopes for coal. Traces of steam coal tiad l^een 
noticed theae much earlier, bub now tlie growth 
of steam sHjzfing made a caiefid suivey 
desirafcie. Tlie sliip \vas reported by Sir Cliaiies 
BeJl, then Goveoimemt land suiveyor. He found 
it at a spot w^ie*e John Bancw; author of 

'Travels into Hie Intealor of South Africa 1805," 
had seen fossilised \vood and oyster shells. Sir 
Chades Bell declared: "Howeve*^ strange it may 
se^n. 1 beiieve this ^vood belongs to an old 
vess^ wrecked in tlie df^'s w^ien the sea fcaoke 
on beaches on Lion's Head, now lunidieds of fe^ 
above hi^i-^vater mari^ ' ' 

An engiii^sr naned A. G. Bain now cane 
foiwaid and said he had known of the ejdstence 



of liie ship for forly yeais. It was buried in a deep 
diteh and had nighly ribs Bain, however, 
suggested that it might be a bed of lignite coal; 
the lenBins were so ancient tiiat it was 
Inpossille to decida 

Sir Cliades BeJl was more definite He had 
seen the side of a ship about sev^ity feet long 
he said, lying on tlie bank of the Haidekraalgie 
Rive*^ near the jianssent e^^enlli milestone on the 
Malmesbuiy road. When fust seen, the ribs and 
bow had ptotzuded about five fe^ above the clay 
patclx bub pieces liad beeai fctokeai off fiT[>m time 
to time and dragged away. A sampie was sent to 
En^and for otami nation but could not be 
ideaitified. Sir Cliades Beil tlioLi^it the v^Tieck 
should be liauled out as it mi^it be one of the 
Hioenician galleys sent lound Africa hy Hiaraoh 
Necho 2,500 years ago. The Government was 
not prepared to speaid the money, and today it 
woLild be hard to find a trace of this interesting 
discoveay. 

BlaEBTAteag is as good a place as ar^ if you 
wish to see the toilers of the trek nels at woik 
Countiess adventures wilii heavy weather, 



stTEttige sea cieatutes and tiie peiil of die sea have 
gone umecorded since the rich fishing giounds 
of TaHe Be^' WEt:e fiist discov€t:eci Y^ a bold 
liadilion has been built up by men vdio woik in 
opeai boats. TliEir daily lives, tiiGir escf^Des and 
achi^enients fomi a stining page in liie dtama 
of these shores. 

Crowds sHU galiier when the bulging net of 
iHKfeis or inaasbcttiteas is hauled glisteniug inb 
tiie shallows. Thewoikhas andoiiEaitalcfpeal. 
This is Ihe scene Ihat niKt be ODiinlBi among the 
eoriiest memories of all who lived in C^je Town 
aschildien 

"Diaw tiie net for some fish for the crew," 
ordetied Jolian van Riefceeck on the d^ he 
readied TaHe Bay as Governor of the Ceipe. To- 
day tiie*e are still fishennegi drEKving ne*s of ve*y 
much tiie same typq, using open boats of the old 
design, and landing tlieir catclies on the beaclies. 

If you walk along the Blaauwbog beach on a 
calni sinnmer nrirnitig soon after dawn you inEy 
see a blue jerseyed man making a smote fiie on 
Ihe beach He is the "land skippei" of a boat 
wailing off shoie for his sigiEil. A dozen signs 



Ihe inexperiGaiced eye would miss speak plainly 
to hiniof Ihe piesG3ice of shoals of fish. He sees 
the bioten water, the hiids diving. The smote te 
sends \:ip meeais Ihe fish are far ouL Sometinies 
he poinb or\\4iislies, oo::asionally he tlirows up 
sand as a nEnk of mg^icy. The boat skipper 
follows every movenent while iLe ciav strain at 
Iheoais. 

First the sixty faliioiii lope niList be kaougiit to 
the shoie. Tlieai begins tiie race to SLnround the 
shoal ™th the finelymeshed net Fatlioiii aft^" 
fathom goes swee^ng aver the steni as the boat 
careers in a strEaiuons arc. At last a liundred and 
fifty fathoms are out and the boat r^xmis to the 
shoD^ the men go ovea: the side; waistdeep, and 
diag the lines that hold the seine and its buiden. 

Where the beach is smooth and sandy 1hQ:e is 
no risk, unless the weight of the catch ilsdf 
bleaks Ihe net Fishing skippers cany in ^!^r 
minds a corrji^B picture of the shores along 
which they woik. Every lock and submeiged 
wreck is engtaved on that iDvisible chart For a 
new tek net costs a fortune nowade^, and is 
easily \oui Evei when aU the known 



obstntctions aie avoided, tiiESie aie nioveniGnts 
after sevet:e gales of heovy timber embedded in 
liie sand. TIub tiie fisliEonen aie always adding 
nav sections to old nets. They can n^er teJl the 
age of a net it has been patched so ofteai that it 
leanains in Lise long after tlie origiiiEJ. twii^ lias 
dis^ipeaied Gieat faith is shown in the value of 
simdrying, steaming and "fcJ.ooding" to pceseave 
nets. 

I do not Hiiiik lio:e is a coast In the woiid 
wteae open fishing boals are nxjie ably handled 
under sail, in waieis where Ihe sunenEa:' souftt 
easters blow with hurricane f oice and the north- 
westers of winter bring in gieybacted combers 
of tGarifying haghts. Naturally the fishemEn 
pick their weather; but they are "caught out' 
oflen enough, and it is then tiEt Ihese skippers 
displ^ rrBgnificentqLBLLtLes of seamanship. 

The fishEnneai woik on a shaie systEan that 
must have originated ceaitiiries ago. Twelve 
shaies thetie arq, two for the vulnoiahle net one 
for the boat; and one and a lialf for die sldppGg:. 
The poce of die rest of the cabcli goes to the 
ea^it H1G91 fonniiig die cr^v. It is aganiHewiiich 



possesses a gieat ^^fDeal. When die net lands 
diirly tiioLisand liardets siKcessfully, thetie will 
he s^eaial pountfe for each nian In the surnmei:, 
befeveeai the sontheast gales, a fislieonan m^ 
earn £8 a week. Then diE*e are days of inactivity. 

Tiding are used thioughout Ihe year, 
w4iaiever conditions are fayourcMa The 
fishernEsnvary their eaxployinenl; at the diff sent 
seasons, however, and loam tiie coast for 
hundreds of miles in largea:' craft January finds 
niDst of thern oi_ri; in ni)t3iboats that fcjw fleets of 
dinghies and vrork close inshoie where the 
crawfish swim among the seaweed and the rocks. 
In M^ the voracioiis hoides of sxnA (named 
aflerthe fresh water pite of Holland, biriiieaLly a 
banacouta) arrive in Table B^. A good snoek 
seasonrreans real pruspealty. 

Srxjek are can^it hy each boats cretv at the 
rate of a diousand to diree thousEuid a day. The 
skill lies eailireJy in die iiianiiet^ in wiiich this 
stiugc^ing, sliarpfinned, seveaipound fisli is 
liauled in and killed. It le^Ds iiiadly for hooks 
decorated with red ra^ or sharksldix arxi is 
CEqDtured easily on a {iJairi, unfcarhed hook. It 



fi^its all liie way to the deck, and even the 

cl^ESjest hands receive poisonous wounds in the 
couree of a seasoix 

When Ihe snoek vanish on their n^^slmous 
nigiation, the fislieiinen turn to Igss feverish line 
fishirg. Septernber brings the openii^ of ariother 
long crawfish season 

Bub as 1 have said, the ti^k nets are never 
stowed away. The*e are still daric ni^its wlieax as 
an old fishennan described it to mer, "the\vatGris 
on file Vfcilh fisti". Boats aie used, and also a 
small type of tiEk net which is earned into the 
surf from tlie beach by four men. I recall a ni^it 
on Blaauv^DGtig^ beach wiien I accompanied a 
ni^t ti^ddng party arxl took part in the Mind 
haul. A spot is chosen wii^ie frsh may be 
Qtpected to be found Thesie is no ceitainty. The 
net is carefully stacked to run easily, and the 
leadea: rushes chestdeep into the cold fcceakeis 
while tlie oliieaB follow, dropfing the ninety 
yards of net in the effort to surround liie fish 
before liiey can esc^De. It is all ov^:" in a coLqzJe 
of minutes. The n^ canrxjt be cast again that tide 
at the same piacQ, for fish are easily fii^itened. 



Residls of a light lieii me^^ be bolii dangerous 
and speclBcular, for fish of nei;^ species come in 
to feed in tiie darioiess and the bard ofton 
paDvldes the variely of an aquariuni A sudden 
cry of "pad stert' warns the baieleggedniailhat 
a creature wilt a tail hte a \\4ap is floimdeiing in 
the net If Ihe poisoned barb sliites flesh, a foot 
orabandiiE^^ be lost ThentiisBis the dectiic 
skate, wilh an organ b^weGsi the head and 
pectoral fins which delivos a shock powerful 
caiDiigh to send a man fiat on his back Sand 
sharks aro flung contonptuously aside If the 
fishennen are lucl^, Ihere are tliousarxis of 
galjeon, stesibrasorhardesintheb^. 

Galjoen is one of mai^ romantic C^3e fish 
names. AppEttently tlie early fisheoneai found 
something in common between this fish and the 
galleons that called at the C^3e. A fcri^ithued 
fish was called the "daget:aad", tlie day dawn. 
And most vivid of all is tlie "jacojiavet". derived, 
fiom Jacob Evettson, a v^^lknown mast^:' 
mariner. Evettson traded b^Aveeai liie C^^ie and 
the East Indies. His led face ^vas pitted with 
smallrx>x and patcliy ™iii Hack beard, and his 



e^ES bulged ui^easantly. Wliile no portrait of 
liie c^^tain esdsts, the "jacopvEc" fish is said to 
pE«p^:uate die likeness. 

Shariffl occasionally late the fisheiiTen's bait 
bat Ihe maneailo:' seldom hexiroes a menace. 
Nweatheless, fishii^ boats have b^ai attacted 
Not jjjBxif yeais ago I saw broten shatids teelii 
removed from the ted of a Bl^uwbeig boat 
Theae, too, I heard the stoiy of a sharii hunt in 
\\4ach Mr. Stubbs, a C^je treasury ofEidal, flung 
the harpoon For a Hrre the si:Effik towed Ihe boat 
Ihai it turned and gripped Ihe planking. They cut 
tiie shark adrift arxi made tiie beach with tlie boat 
filling rcpidly. The bhnd iBge of a wounded 
shark mE^ not be so awe insparing as that of a 
baipooned wiale, but a blow from the tail is 
dai^enous enough Within siglit of ttie sea about 
tw^riy-five mil^ north of Blaauv\4DQg is a 
village of two thousand people who Isve leamt 
Ihe seciels of contentmsit and plenty. 

Itis avillagewiliiaioiiiaiitic story; first of all 
a farm of the Dtttch East India Compaiiy, then, a 
military post a hunting station, a salt factory, 
and finally a mission s^tieaneait. A village wiieae 



theae are no taxes worth mentioning; witlr good 
food and shelter for all, and work for eveiy man 
who wn.slies to find it a village of gteegi gardens 
and fruit old oaks, almond trees, a wate^ mill, 
and one gtorgD of w^t^ thatched horees built in 
1697. Groene Kloof was the old name of this 
fJeasant valley. 1 ptefe*^ it to the BiUical name of 
Mamre lAiiich it now bears. 

Groene Kloof 1^ in the tiack of the fiist of 
Ihe Corrpar^'s exploring wagons bound from 
Table Bc^ to Saldanla aid the noitti It was not 
long before Ihe Corrpariy, ever anxious to 
Increase Ihe si^jply of fresh stores for the IbU 
ships calling at the 'Tavern of Hie Seas" 
established a com farm and cattle station at 
Gioene Kloof Wild Bushrren and Hottentots 
raided Ihe urprotecled fam:i; and so a fort was 
built and Dr^oons weae sent to beat off IhEir 
attacks. Youcanstill see the remains of the solid 
stone walls of the "werf ' from which the soldiers 
fired th^ flintlocks at the rnEsi witir bows and 
anuws. A red petrol purrp stancfe close beside 
Ihe old defences. Motorists bound for Darling 
rush past the pofiais and weeping willows of 



Groene Klcxjf, over die hsojd road tliat was a 
wagoiitrack iiot long ago. 

But MaiisB has not alfeied greatly since it 
was given as a reserve to &e lemnanis of those 
ffotlmtot clans, the Cochoquas, Goiinghaiquas 
and Goiachonquas, v^lio owned all the C^je 
wb^i the fiist white n^n anived Smallpox and 
haBndy were ©denniiEding these yellow, 
wi^aied people of the past at the tinie wtentiiey 
were gathered tog^her at Greene Kloof. Then, in 
1808, Loid Caledon placed the good Moravian 
nissionaries in charge, the iKadwDiidng 
Geamans who had already formed a suo^ssfLil 
statLon at Geaiadendal. No whites we:e allowed 
to fami at Greene Kloof. The same mle cfplies 
tedcy: indeed, no onlsideis of ar^ colour are 
allowed to join the Mani:e folk 

The R^. W. Wincldeg:, the missionaiy, 
showed ine tlie mission records, pages in faded 
ink more than a ceaituLy old. The same family 
names ^^peor in the books of the mission today. 
Fine old pints thEt:e ^ve^:^ too, deleting the 
Groene Kloof settleanegit at diffetioib peoods. It 
was a flourishing place ^^^leti die tzavd-ler 



BackhoLise visited it and foimd two wide stie^s 
and a thoiisand Hottentots atwflDdc "ThepeojiiGT," 
hew^rotq, "lived fiist in nish huts, tlieai harbGfceest 
houses, and lato: in neat cottages. A man is 
allowed as much gaiden giound as he can work: " 

Nowadays flie mission does not oonliol the 
family at Mame; there is a Village 
Management Board. The system of land tenure is 
conjircatEd No ncm owns Ihe land he woite, 
Ihoiigh he regards it as his popetty. The land 
belongs to the community as a wtole, and no 
strip of it, not even a house, iTBy be sold t> an 
oiilsider. In Ihe old d^s Ihe idea was tiiat each 
head of a family should leceive one house, one 
or two gardens, and one sowing land - enou^to 
jEoduce from Iwdve to flfieen bags of w4ieaL 
This wheat was theqiEttitity eslimatedto teepa 
family in bread forayear. 

No slave labour was ev^ emifJoyed at 
Mamie. Tlie last inhabitant w\io was boni in 
slaveay died not many yeais ago. The Hott^itots 
w^iEse not enslaved by the Dutch East India 
Compai^, as some people beJi^o; but wheal a 



Hotteitot woman had childrEai by a slave the 
childiEn became slaves. 

The Mamie people, a mixtuEe of dans from 
fee slart Isve lost all liace of tribal cuslDnR 
Their daily life is bound 1:5) with Ihe church 
\\4ach has falhered th^n They are as old 
fashioned as the kopdoeks worn by the wonEsa 

I dimbed tlie hill above the missionaiy's 
house; once liie resideaice of liie military post 
coniniandE*', and observed the stone walls of the 
"lan^uis", now a stoiorxjiii, but fonneriy the 
banacks. Near tlie graveyard w^as a circular 
thresliing floor of hfuid mud Hese the men wet:e 
beaiUng out tiie ryq, and separating the grain from 
the cliaff by the Bitdical m^hod of winnowing. 
"They aie all small fanneas, and they like to do 
^eiything for theaiise^ves, insteEid of buying a 
threshing macliinq," explained the missionary . 

From Ihe hilllDp we could s^ Dassen Island 
and a dozen Inieresling landmarte. One was 
KannDn Kop. 1 dimbed xip there, and found the 
old signal cannon sHU nisting on the sumnit" 
said Ihe missioiKay. "Down in Ihe vill^e you 
see the Mooimaaks River Ihat sipplies us wilh 



waiter and never^ dries up. After a long journey 
from Ihe norii], fermas used to oulspan here, get 
out their best dolhes, wash in Ihe ri.ver and 
prepare forthe arrival in Ccpe Town 1 think: Ihat 
is how the ri.ver got its rsme. To Ihe soulh hes 
Ihe f ami Laatste Stniver, w4iich son:©one 
evid^itiy hought with his last halfpeaii^. " 

Beiweeai Mamie and tlie ocean you can see 
long M^te dunes topped with, greeai. At New 
Year the Mamre peopde flock in hundreds to 
camp at ModdE*^ Rive*^ mouth and Bok Bay. 
Thet:e aie fislieonen in this inland village of 
Mamre. Some of the fannets near the coast own 
boats, which aie manned hy tlie Mamie men. 
Dassen Island psovides thean with ciawfisli but 
the most welcome food they can being back to 
the village is salted snoeic behoved by colouied 
folk all over the C^De Province. In heavy 
weathe*', an old fisliecman told mei; tlie open. 
boats had sometimes to run befoie the gEile all 
the v^ay to TafcJe B^^' for sliE^to:. The sea lias 
taken toll of tiie sons of Mamre. 

Fromwii^B we stood on the hill we could see 
jjcBX^ of the rich gatders of Mame, with thm:' 



oops c£ pumpkiiis and maizQ beans, potatoes 
and cahfoages. Living in Mamre is chee^. Be- 

hveeai tlie ^vars theaie weaie liouses to 1^ at half a 
CLOwn a month, M^le tlie mission hiied a 
conifortaNe dwelling with a large gaideii for a 
school teacliG*^ at ten sliillin^. Anoli^a: teachEr 
paid £3 a month for all his meals and washing. 

I visited houses of all types with the 
msstorictty. Sone had modean funattire, pianos, 
and all the signs of piospeiity. Marry of the 
steeps were steded by lidlises of viijes. Neady 
all weoB neatly thatched Even Ihe pooiest of 
tiian, such as liBt where lived two women each 
nearing a hundied years of age, were moie 
coirfortable than the hovds of the C^ie Flats. 
One end of eveiy house was ahugefiiefiace and 
ovQi Strong walls, ofteai two feet tiack are 
necessary te sipport the thatch. Undei-the thatch 
you notice cobwebs, strings of onions and 
gaidening tools. Return of Qu^ai Victoria and 
leligioiis caloalars decorate the walls. 

The Moravian Chuich at Mamre deii^Tts the 
eye of ev^G^y passing architect Swallows, tr^^ped 
in the building, weie flyirig beaiealh. the 



impcessive yeJlowwood ceiling ^vlieai we enteied 
In the vesliy there is a board with die names of 
bEnefactors of the chrnch and the amounts in rix 
dollars tliat they subscribed - several of them 
mearvdio made history in Soudi Africa. 

1 should Kte to stand oulstde 1i^ old church 
at Mamre in the half Ught on Easter Momii^, 
wb^i all the people of the village galh^:' in 
paDcession and march, smgiiig l^mms, to the 
burial ground There tiie names of Ihose who 
te/e died since Ihe pievious Easter are lead. 
Relations and friends of the dead travel long 
distances to be pieseait It is a last rite And just 
as Ihe sun rises the procession moves down to 
tiie church rii tiie valley, in Groeaie Kloof under 
Mamre Berg. 

Such aoe the simjiJe people of the old- 
fasliioned village of Mamre - orre hour from 
C^De Town by motorcar, but once a journey of 
sevetial days by oxwagorL 

Qn the coast near^ Mame 1 once encounteied 
asdeepan^slery asar^ihingl ted seen on land 
or sea It was a hot duil afleiiiDonrii December, 
1935, when the telephone carried a faint voice 



ove*^ die coLnitiy line into my office in Cape 
Town. 

"Whales are huriing theiiBdves on to the 
locks at the Grotfo - hundreds of whales/' said 
liie voice. 

It sounded inciediUe. I jiacked l^d my cameaa, 
drove to the spot and found it was true. Tiie sand 
and tlie rock pools of Giotto beach WESie red with 
the Hood of three hundred dead arxi c%ing 
wliales. Some lay hceathing stertorously undEr 
the smx Round otheas the gieecfy sea hards w^et:e 
crying and s^tiing for the feast Swollen tongues 
jutted from the toothedjaws of the whtdes. Long 
Uack bodies creamed Fins and tails showed 
whe^ne scores of the dead heaved in tiie surf 
beyond the rocks. For a mile the beach was a 
strange graveyard of these creatures of liie sea 

"They came In suddeady Ihroiigh the hreates, 
leEpngovo:' the locks," a farmer told rre. "Itwas 
a deteamned dash, and tiiose that survived the 
battering IhreA^ Iterrselves on, and on, imtil Ihey 
reached the sand Not one tried to return to open 
sea They nede tresmendoiis efforls to junp over 
all ohsiades. Sorreliiing drove Ihem on shore. I 



would ne^er have Iniaginedsudi a tiling if I had 
not seen it" 

The farmer ik>w^ knovys that he is one of ve*y 
f^A^ meai in the worid w4io have seen tlie death 
agoiiy of the False Killer Whales. A si^it to 
retneanber iixieed A tiling w^ch no scientist can 
oqiiain. Scieaitists, w^^en they heard of it; hurried 
bo the lonely beach to solve the jxotJetn. Among 
them was Mr. G. W. Rayner, marine haologist of 
the w^haling research sliip William Scoresty, 
w^iich (hy a h^q^py coincidence) was tlieai fitting 
out for an Antarctic cn.rise in Tahde Bey Docks. 1 
h^ped Mr. Rayier to measure the whales. 1 saw 
liiiii, rip open carc^^ after carcase in quest of a 
possihJe exfJanation of tlie mystety. From him, 
and from E>r. Leonaod Gill, then director of the 
South African Musewiii, 1 leamt the few w^rd 
facts that are known about False Killer Whales. 

The False Killer, inspiteof ilsreme, is atne 
wtel^ a niniatLire whale, ped^B, but 
n&^eaiheless a nEanmal tiiat suckles ils young 
and belongs to the great fetnily o f oelacea All 
wteies are not giants, and tiie Mse killers, lite 



liie plot wiiales and IdllGgs, m^ be classed with 
liie dolfiiin groiqD. 

The slDiy of the False Killeas begins in the 
second CGaitury, when Ihe Giedc wiilEsr Oppian 
dedared: "This othEa:' ©ccGUent deed of the 
Dolphins have I heard and admiie. Whsai fell 
disease and faM draws nigh to tiiem, liiey fail 
not to know it but are aware of the end of lif& 
Then they flee the sea and the wide wates of the 
deep and oone ^lound on liie shallow shoies. 
And there they give ip their br^efli and receive 
liim:' doom i^on the land; that so peruhance 
souiB nnitBl nen he^ tate pity on the holy 
niessQige: of the Shater^ of tiie Earth when he 
hes low, and cover Mm with mound of shin^^ 
lemembering his gentle friendship; or hcfly the 
seetiiing sea herself uBy hide his body in the 
sarxJs; nor ar^ of the brood of Ihe sea behold the 
coipse of their lord, norariy foe do despite Id his 
body &^ai in death. Excdloice and majesty 
aiteidlhsn even when they perish, nor do they 
shame tiieirglory even when they die" 

Scientists, hovvev^" saw iio reason to accept 
liiis "excellent deed" as a fact until die year 



1927. Up to tiiat year, liie False tGlle*^ Whale 
was regarded as aii odinct species. A fossilised 
skull had bee« found in die Lincolnsliiie ferns late 
last century, and had beeai giveai a Lalin iianie. In 
1927 a school of about a huiidied \\4Tales was 
stranded on the coast of Scodand, and British 
Museum officials w^eie staggeaied fcy the 
discovery that these wiiales wes:e of the identical 
species represented hy the skull. 

Thus the False Killer Whale thmst itself for 
Ihe fiist time on the attention of a woiid entiiely 
ignomntof itspaesence. Then only \veLe marted 
diffea^ices betweGai the killer and the False 
Killer discovaBi The killer is conspicuously 
mrnl <pd with ciean^ patches over the eye arxi 
along Ihe flank The False Killer is black all 
ov^7. Both species lo/e fonnidable teeth. These 
aie to be oqjected in tlie killer, which attads 
laiger whales and tears awE^ Ihe liubber for 
food: In the False KOl^ feeding on cuttieEisli 
and squids, such large teeSi are lemari^able 

To letum to 1927 and the fiist identification 
of tlie False Killet^. MLiseiniis and univeisities 
eveaywiieie fq^fJied for skeletons of the stianded 



speciniGns. A great <^al of - leseatch was done, 
but die mystGiy of llie stiandiiig did not aiouse 
much speculation at the time. It ^vas ov€d.ooked 
in the seaisation caused by tlie ^:peaEance of the 
False KillegB thetnsE^ves. Since then tiowevea:. 
False tCille*^ Wliales tiave been racing to death on 
beaches as far apart as Soutfi Africa, Zanzibar 
andTasmania. Tlie "mass suicide", as it lias been 
loosely tenned, hss become more important than 
die whales thetiise^ves. Befoie discussing 
dieories it is necessary to study die facts of diese 
widGiysGparated strandings. 

The fiist ^jpecflcttice of llie False KiUeaB in 
South Africa was on ChiislnBS Ev^ 1928, when 
about a hundred (note the sinilarily in numbers 
Id liie Scottish standing} flung th^ieelves on to 
tiie v\4flte, sandy beach at Konm^te, near C^ie 
Point Theie eaB no locks on liiis part of the 
coast and Ihe whales reached the shore 
uninjured, mar^ of fhsn lemaining alive for 
several dc^ unlil, in fact thsy diedof statvatLon 
Some of Ihe females gavehaifh to young on^ on 
Ihe beach; but Ihe possLbUilies of examiiKilion of 



unbom calves were not lealised at Ihe lime and 
liie whal^ were buried. 

One significant fact eanegges from the 
KoiiiniG^ie stranding. Kindly peojzJev^io arrived 
soon afte*^ die ^vhales liad le^Dt clear of 
hi^Twater mark tried to save the lives of a f&^ of 
tiie smalle*^ vdiales, six- and seven-footeas, by 
canying diean back to the sea and guiding them 
towards deep watE*^. The vdiales would liave 
none of it No sooner did diey recover tiie use of 
diE^r powerful bodies than they le^A once more 
to the beach. Mariy attempts weie made to carry 
out this fantastic "lifesaving", but it soon became 
^/idEait that the wiiales pceferred the beach. It 
was impossifcJe to give the larger wiiales a 
cliance of lifo, for they w^ghed a ton arxi 
measured nineteen fe^ from jaw^ to tail. 

TlieTasiiHEianstrarKiiigoccLniedoiily afew 
weeks befoiB the seoDnd visit of the False KOIers 
Id Souih Africa, the GrotlD affair which I 
described. There weae about Ihr^ hundied 
v\4jales in the TasiDanian school; jiist about the 
sarre number, you will leroember, as the Giotb 




An aid Hotienicsl wonian gaze^m the hundreds itf Fiilse Killer Whales, 
stranded mysKrioiisly on the coast near Mamren Cape Province, 



school. A faimer, aioused by the noise of tails 
thrashing die sand, saw a liiack mass stiebching 
for half a mile. The False Killers i^ealed no 
signs of illness. Tliey WE*e not cast asliore by 
heavy \veathGr, for it was a calm nic^ \vith no 
wind Details of the Zanzibar stranding are 
lacking, save for the caHed story tliat the wliales 
anived in sucli numbegB that "they covetnsd a 
small coral islet" . 

Now the theories. Flist and rmst otmoits is 
feepossiMlity of the leader of the school fluimg 
ilself in surf or shallow water, losing its head, 
and leading a flurried msh In the wrong 
diieclion 1 tested this hy waLkiig, soulh from 
Grotte) teach In seaiuh of more whales. 1 found 
one lying far i_q3 on a sandy beach a full mile 
from Iheiest of Hie school. The same Instinct or 
nlsf orinD^ had brou^ ttiis lone creature to 
deafti It was plain that it had followed no leader 
and that it had not b^ai swept there by Ihe tide. 

1 talked to die fishEnneai of the coast Could 
liie M^iales ha^^e been fii^itGaied by some largGr 
or moie feaisonie sea animal? No, they had seen 



nothing, thEsie was nothing to scare a w^iale out 

of the sea 

An interesting idea, linking the Iwo Soiifli 
African stiBndings, was this; Ite sea once 
covered large areas of Hie Cc^ie Peannsula, 
including bolii the ikhdw n^ of land at 
Kommetjie, and Ihe low cxsast where Grotb 
beach lies. Were Ihe leades of the two lost 
schools seeimig an old pass^^ an ancient sea 
iDule followed by the schools of long ago? 
Whales do mt find their Wc^ roimd the wodd by 
chance. They live for hundreds of yeais, they 
learn, and 1h^ pass on their knowledge as an 
instinct Id tior young. The idea of a navigating 
sense which h^pened Id lead to disaster cannot 
beentii^y ignored 

Disease as an sqiianalion must be ruled out. 
Mr. Rayne*^ opeaied inai^ w^iales, as 1 liave said. 
It vjas an ur^easant dissection, Ixit it levealed 
no symptoms eatliE*^ of illness or starvation. Mr. 
RaynEs: also sou^it in vain for an unborn calf. It 
is tiiou^it that tiie skull of tiie foEtus resemHes 
more closely the old species from wliich the 
whale evolved. Such a skull has naturally rrot 



beGsi sutgected to the cn.Btiing and the cliaiiges 
caiBed hy fcirlix These whales must have calved 
in their death agony; thsy weane s^e*ely bEittEaed 
among tiie jagged rocks before they reached the 
beach 

It was suggested tiet a suhmarine ecaliTquafe 
or \:5iieaval might have thrown Ihe whales on 
shDiR SLich\:5iec&/als ocoiratintejivals of years 
in South AMcanwateas, andatWalvisBc^ Ihey 
are so violeait Ihat a sulfhurDus mud island 
cfipeais, only to letum below tiie waves. But on 
all these occasions millions of fish have been 
destroyed and left leeJdng on the beaches. At 
Komm^ie, and again at Giotto, thero weao no 
signs of sutoHrinedistariDance, and no fish. 

Dr. Leonard Gill inclined towards a "follow- 
iny-leadGt:^' theory, thou^i he stated frankly that 
science cannot even guess at a leasonaHe 
Qcpianation. He recalled the mediod of catcliing 
jilot vdiales in the Odoiey Islands. When a liE*d 
^i^Moached, the fisliGmien tried to drive one or 
hvo into a shallow bay. If they wea:e successfiil, 
the wliole hetid followed. But that vjas not 
suicide; science would have to revise the w^iole 



doctrine of tiie pceseivation of the species if a 
suicidal instinct evGai in tiie smallest insect could 
be proved Animals on laixl or in the sea do not 
commit suicidq, however foolish the maniiEr of 
thE^r dealh may seem. 

One nuie n^^steoy of the False Killers 
lEturally arises. Wl^ is it Ihese whales, alnrst 
unknown a few years ago, have suddenly foiced 
Ihenfielves into such proninence and becon:e 
conmon the woild over? Abnonnal hffeedlng 
HE^ have sonrfiing to do with it Dr. Gill 
sug^sted that the standing of the False Killer Is 
no new Ihing, but that all strandings prai.ous to 
1927 TCBy lEive occuned at fJat^s inaccessible to 
iKduralists. Certainly it Is pDsslHe to imagine 
Ihese schools le^ing madly on to Ihe lenote 
beaches of Tieaia dd Fuego, the imm^jped 
coasts of Antatdica or the Gulf of Carpentaria 
Yet Ihe worid is old, and the False Killers have 
been loving the oceans of the woiid long enough 
for their mad whim to l^ve influenced them 
within si^it of civilisation; if, indeed, Ihey have 
abA^c^ possessed this whim No one knows. 
Whales once Uved on larxl; the finnerwhale still 



disp^^s nidiniGgitary knuckles and fingEr bones. 
So that if we say the false KilletB we*e merely 
letimiing to the eaitli ^iG*e their ancestois once 
wallowed, we may be as near the trntli as any 
baffled niantie biologist 

Chapters 
Eighth Wonec:r Of The World 

Of all the islands I have seen, one ^^^ch a 
natuialist called the "ei^thwonder of the^vorid" 
leanains anioiig my liap^est memories. Dassen 
Island is still an unknown wonder. It is austere 
compared witli the tropic isles, but 1 can sail 
there again and again ™thout making the Heak 
discovery tiiat its fascination hss dwindled 

You will find Dassen Island lookii^ lite a 
starfish on the chart iMrty-six miles Doith of 
C^je Town and five miles ftom the coast It lies 
in the pafli of a mighly, freezing, ocean current 
1i^ sweeps ip from the Aniaictic, and then luns 
dose Inshore for nx)ie than a thousand miles, all 
the Wc^ from Ihe Ce^do to Angola This icy 
stream robs the landward hr^izes of tii^ 



moisfcnro so that the v^nur turns iniD fog instead 
of rain. It controls Ihe dimaie and nates a sandy 
desert of the west coast and the islands. But tte 
great cunent also hrings riches. It carries wilh it 
Ihe life of Ihe Antarctic - the w^Hles and the 
pea^uins. 

Dasseaj Island, through this cutient, is really 
an oulpost of tlie Antarctic. Sonlh F\>lar 
ejcfdoiegB have stEited that nowheije in hi^ 
latiti*des are fiengLiins found in huge colonies 
such as those w^iich flourish on Dasseai It is the 
chief fc*eeding giound of the Blackfooted or 
Jackass pencjuiix and at times thet:e aie pffobatJy 
fifteen, millions of tliE«i on the four square miles 
of Dassen. Island. A wonder isle indeed, and not 
only for the naturalist The tale of human beangs 
on Dassen is full of strange efiasodes. 

I hadanair^inpseof Dassaias far back as 
1919, from the window of a twin-engined 
WcfftinE Handley-Page ODir/^led for passenger 
flying in South Africa It looted Lite a white 
starfish that d^, and in feet fee old Portuguese 
iHvigatDrs called it "llha Branca", heccBise of the 
\\4iite covoing of giEOD. In IcstEsryears 1 sailed to 



liie island in anall yachts, lying secuiEJy at 

anchor in HoLise Bay while the soulh-eastEr 
wliipped Lq3 the comhEis all the way soulhwaids 
to tlie halfsutanegged liue mass of TatJe 
Mountain. 

Even now theae aie old fishing skippesrs who 
speak of Dassen as d'Akreid^s Island Mar^ an 
isle has beeai, ismed afler a man, and the 
original d'Almeida was a young Portx^uGse 
navd ofBcer serving in a gijnboat which called at 
Tahle Bey ahDiit the middle of last ceofctiry. He 
weait down with tyjiioid and was Irft behind 
During his convalescGaice he sailed wilii 
fishsinen, landed on Dassen Island, and decided 
Id mafe his home Ihere. 

Althou^ the low-lying, windswe^ island is 
not at first si^it inviting in ^ipearancq, 
d'Alnieida liad cliosen wisely. Laige deposit? of 
guano awaited export; and tliG*e was always a 
leacfy sale for the pengiiin eg^. So d'Alnietda 
huilt a liousQ, inamed, and lived thEse all his life. 
His son inherited liie hard sanctuary, but left after 
some yeais. Tlie grandsoix Antonio dAlnieida, 
fiist became a famie*', tLiEn a miner; but ^vlieai die 



post of headman on Dasseai feJl vacant; tte 
authorities retneaiibered Antonio and offered him 
the talle*, Tluis tiie third of the line returned to 
the island and le-estaHished the dynasty. He is a 
goodhinnouied giant of a man with the dark hair 
and olive sldn of the BDrtugues^ but a South 
African in speech 1 could not have fourxl a finer 
guide to tiie island and the birds. Among the 
fovds and sheep round his liouse 1 rx^ticed two 
tame baboons. " My grandfatiie*^ kept a zoo on the 
i^and," scfdained dAlmeada. "He had many 
diff^TGnt varieties of buck, and made a study of 
the smaller South African animals. " 

Anbnio d'Abneida can answea:' ai^ question 
ahDut the poignins. There aie six colonies of 
Ihem on the island, and eadi penguin uses the 
san^ bunuw year afta: year. This has been 
tested and proved hy "ringing" experimEaris. The 
sandy areas of the island are honeycombed witii 
bunows; elsetvheie, aiiy shelter is b^ter than 
none, and penguins aie te> be found wheiee^er 
Iheie is a fragnent of whalebone or wiedsge or 
an. ovedengit^ rocL Burrows are usually lined 








Penguirs on Dassen Island, chief breeding ground of the jackass peogtiin, 
anij from Che naturalist's point of view the *'eighth wonder of the world'*. 



with sea^veed and grass, but some tou^ 
pE^iguins use pEiiJes. Paths fmni llie burrows to 
tiie sea WG*e M^ldefined. Indeed, tlie penguins 
have beeai in possession of Dassen for so long 
thfib eveai the locks have beeai worn away by the 
tracks of millions LqDon millions of pEnguin fe^ 

There is no moie ^jpiDaclable taid than the 
peaiguii], but I would not advise ar^iiiiiig moie 
faraQiar Ihan an ^jproach. ExtGaid a coaxing 
\ipav\, or let your foot slip into a bunow by 
nkstate, and you m^ leceive a vindictive j^ 
from a beak as sharp as a pick If you wish to lift 
a penguin, fiist wateh d'AlmEada The technique 
is sinxlar to that used with snates. Put your foot 
dehheiately on the pea^uin's neck then s^zb it 
befoie the beak can be turned against you. 

A pengLiin is more like a boat than a birci and 
it makes astounding voyagES. When the 
wanderlust calls the Dassen Island penguins and 
they depart on tiieir mysterious migralions, they 
FEUige all over the Southern Ocean. The fat little 
CEeatuies you see on Ihe island beaches, looking 
like pe^/islx clumsy old clutHiieai, have flippers 
that propel tliern at llie rate of a hundred miles a 



day in deep WEd^r. Tlie^ have seen the fjoi^ of 
far KergueJen, liie iceclad mountains of South 

Georgia and the cliffs of tiie Madagascar coast 
But fliey al^vays turn back befoie reaching the 
equator. North of the line you will find penguins 
only in zoos. 

Son^times a lare Rocliopper poiguin 
waddles on shoie at Dassen It is smaller tleai the 
Jackass, and you can MI it at a glance by the 
ydlow plumes on its crested head. The nearest 
Roddiopper breeding ground is the Tristen da 
CunhagiDigD. Jackass pei^uins, by Ihe w^, tate 
Iheir name from Iheir own brayiig sounds; it is 
hte listeaiiiig to an enormous herd of donteys. 
At long inteavals an alhino pei^uin is found 
among Ihe black-and-white millions. Such an 
oddity leads a desperate life, for penguins are 
intolerant birds and they peck the alhino, strife it 
with Iheir flippes and pursue it in the water. 

ftowling aiuong the giey, funy young 
peaiguins on Dassen you will see liie Sacred Ifcis, 
a sinister bird fiom Egypt The itss not only 
steals eggs but plunges its long beak into tasty 
chicks. It is a distant relation of the storii. 



Colouied labouTE^s on liie island call them 
"cliinuiey sweepegs" becaiise of tlieir naked 
Hack heads and necks. In fli^rt they aie inoie 
attiactivei, for the wliite wind feathets aie tipped 
with greeax The ifcis pest is a seooiis profcieni; 
they nest among the othe*^ hards and if you attack 
onq, all are distudied. 

The pQignin ias olher eroiaes. There is the 
soutiiEaii HaddDacted gull, a deteniimed lohbo:; 
and young penguins, not yet at home in the 
water, fmdtheloisganiiof ttectcfoptB leaching 
out for them Man-eatLngshariBarecoiTinxjiioff 
Dasseai Island. If you see a pathetic oiielegged 
pGa^uin ustng a flipper as a crutch, you m^ be 
sure there has been an esc^je from a shark. 

Althou^i the penguins dominate the Dasseii 
stagei, tlieie is a wealth of other hird life for liiose 
wlio seek it On the island may be seeai the 
largest and smallest of all the weij-footed birds - 
the famous wandEsing albatioss with win^pan 
i^D to seveaite^i fe^ and the tii^ tdack ModiGr 
Caiey's Chickens ™.th thear w^te rumps. Both 
are petreis and lov^s of the opeai sea. The 
albatiDss shuns the mainland and does not often 



visit Dasseai. Those obsetved on tiie island had 
doubdess flown ^vithout effort all the VJ^ from 
thE^r Ixeeding i:J.ace on uninhabated Gou^ 
Island, south of Tristan da CLmha. Mollyhawits, 
the small albatiosses, also visit Dassen. The 
C^De fishermen, often catch thewi on hooks for 
food, and call tliEsn "see kalkoen" (sea turicey). 
Then thsre are the tEois, known on this coast as 
"mutton bards", la^ang thEar eggs on the bare 
ground without a seniUarrce of a nest The 
fJoveiB are more carefid; they hide thear eggs 
under the sarxl Anotiier wading bard from the 
northern liemispJiEte wliich winters on Dasseai is 
the curiew. You will also find oyste*catcliG*s, 
wagtails and larks among tiie penguins. 

ConiDianls inhehrt the ouIet locks of Dassen 
Island in vast numbers. This voiacious fishealer 
is known in Sonlii Africa as tlie duitesr (diver), 
and there are four kinds - lie trekiuitesr, bank- 
duLter, fte small, darkbiown leedduitesr and the 
w4iitebieas1ed duifer: Tiekiuiteirs aie by fer tlie 
mostoonunn, andyoul^iveonly toseeHiemon 
liie wing to lealise Ihat fli^ have been weJl- 
named Stiung out low over the waler, Ihey go 



past in cavalcadES wiiich cannot be cxjunted but 
wliich imist run into millions. TTiGy pass Dassen 
in "tiEks" several miles in leaigtli witb haidly a 
^ap b^Aveeaj each fonnation. Unlike the 
pEaiguins, they fish in organised fli^its, driving 
the shoals into shallow wabE«: and devouring 
thE^n. Each duLker, it is estimated, eats its own 
WES^it in fish evety day. 

Duiteas and peiiguins have one lasle In 
coDnxin - tiiGy prefer Hie soft fish, and caich 
those with scales only when other varieties are 
scarce. A glultonous duitesr trying to swallow a 
fish too largeforilslhroatisoneof Hiealaming 
spectacles of Dassen Island. On a locl^ with 
wings exiended, Ihe duiter heconies an h^Bldic 
eanli^ii They are all conparatively larm when 
nestii^, but at other tines tliey fly off as one 
cppioaches. 

Finally tliete is the gannet ("nialgas" in South 
Africa), a handsome fciid w^ch nests on other 
islands and comes to Dass^i only for the fishing. 
A gann^ in seaich of food gives a setisEitional 
dispJ.ay. Flying at two hundied feet it will 
snddeaily take aim and tiieti fall headlong, with 



folded wings, Lpon its victim. This gannet as 
almost ideaitical with the British solan goose 
^cept for the tail feathets. It receives fidl jiao- 
tection as a valuahJe gtiano fciid; but the 
fisheamen catch tliegn illicitly by trailing bait on 
a board painted the colour of the sea. The terafic 
impact kills the garm^. 

Dassen had sev^eral names in eariy deys. Joris 
van Spilbergen, the Diilch seaman, seerrs to 
iHve been the first man to report tiie island. He 
was there in November, 1601, wiiii three ships 
bound for Ihe Indies; and he called it Elizabeth 
Island. It seenB probable, howa^er, Ihat the 
French were ahead of him Sfalbergen left it on 
record that he found a grave with a cross and 
sorre botlies, cfparortly of Fr^ich mate, on the 
island ffe salted poiguins and conies for ship's 
psDvisrons and sailed away. 

Four yeais after SpilbEtg^i's visit the fiist 
En^ish shijDe touclied thea^ the Tig^: and the 
TigESi^s WheJp, and GeaiEial Sir Edwaid 
MichE^bume of tiie En^isli East India Company 
weait on shore with seveaial compEuiions. A stonn 
drove the ships off, and llie visitors had to v^^t 



on die island, witli tiiEtr i^jtumed sldff as shGltGr, 
for two d^rs and ni^its. "Upon tiie said island is 
abundance of gieat conies and seals, wliG*:^^Don 

we called it Cony Island," wrote Miche^bume. 

Now tiie coney of liie BlHe, wiach is what 
MLcheLbume {^srtaiiily saw, is known in Soufli 
Africa as the dassie or iDckiabhit (Bolii iKimes 
aiB inconert, as liie dassie is not a lodeait but a 
small relative of Hie ei^tent) Bfee arises a litHe 
n^^steay of Dasseai Island wliich 1 teve never 
boGai able to solve. Van Riebeeck, the fiist Diilcli 
Govenor of the Ccfje, seii mar^ sealing 
oqjedilions Id Hie island; and these men named it 
DassGai because of the mHitos of dassies Hiey 
observed ("Das", in Nededands and AfrH^ans, 
means ODney; "dassie" is Ihe diminutLve fonn 
and "dasseai" the Nederiands fiural.) The nen 
killed a numbo:' of dassies for food, and declared 
th^ had never ealEn roDie ddicious meat So 
tiioe is no doubt about it - the island was once 
populated with dassies, which have now entjiely 
disappeared 1 shall letuni to this n^^steaylatGT. 

Van Riebeeck oidEsied the fiist setdeaneait of 
Dassen Island in 1654^ for it seetns tliat he feared 



inlmdEcs. Jan Woutetsear vjss tire leader of the 

parly, and lie \vas ^vamed tiiat lie miBt ^^point a 
successor if lie "took ill, became inelarKiixDly or 
died." The diou^ilfLd Van Riebeeck also s^it a 
Hottentot beachcomber to die island to leam 
EXrtch, so diat he could accoinpariy trading 
scpeditions into the interior as inteir^^i^^^r. This 
iiian often ^ipeared in later records; lie was 
Klaas Das, jiffobatJy riEuiied after tlie island. 

The men on Dassen Island built a loopholed 
stone batteay wilii two cannons and a stone 
house A well yielded good ftesh water. 
Vegetables were planted, and aided by liie rich 
giEno, the settlers soon had a flourishing gardeai 
Four free burghers, who ted bought a large boat 
called the Penguiii from the Con5)ai^, became 
coast traders and carried the produce of the 
island to Table B3y - sealskins, seal oil, dried 
seals' flesh and penguin eggs. Later in the 
GGntmy Ihe Conpariy had five hundred sheep 
grazing there. The island was also used as a 
place of banishment for a burgher's wife found 
guilty of "sland^ing an honest woman". Her 
tein of exile, however, was only six weds. 



ThEt:^ is a long gap in the lecords of Dassen 
Island during liie G^^iteentii centuiy, biit it is 
dear that men WEse stationed thetie fiDin time to 
time to jxevent foiogn poachEss from EEuding the 
seals. The fiist recorded shipwreck occuired in 
1801, vdi^i six men fiom a cxittEs: owr^d by 
Tielman and Roos lived as castaways for tweaity- 
six days. An account of thsir adveaituie states 
thfib they ate "rattits and pGaiguin eggs". Hease 
rEaneanbEr the reifcists. 

The nsct wreck was imiB diBmatic, and a 
lively description of it was given by Maiy 
Molesworlii, daughter of MegoiGeneral Artiiur 
Molesworlii of the Madias Airr^^, in a letter to 
hGrfether. I was f orlurete in discoveiing a copy 
of this l^ter ia Cepe Town Miss Moleswoilii 
Irft Ei^land in the ship Lady Holland lale in 
1829, bound for India. She describes the com- 
mander as a very disagreeable man. "You mey 
foim some idea of his character when 1 tell you 
iLat in consequence of sone slight 
nlsundestanding between him and a young 
officer at tiie cuddy teble he liirew two full 



botHes of wine at the gentleman's head, and 
neariy killed htm" 

One ni^Tt in Feto-iaiy, 1830, the ship was 
heeding against tiie soLith-easter, tiying to make 
the C^D^ when tiie passegigeas heard the 
ui^3opiilar c^^tain shouting: "Helm liard down! 
Breakers aliead! " The ship struck at seveai knots 
and lay loUing on a lock The ceq^tain lost all 
authority. Seainen jiiundEied the spirit store. 
Amid this confiBion Mary Molesworth WEait to 
liE*^ catan and saved her watch and a few trinkets. 
One pEBsenger put gims in the boats for fear of 
landing among savages. Tliete ^vas a heavy surf 
running but some of tiie seamen had remained 
sobGr enou^ to lainich the lon^3oat Tlie women 
weie put out of a porthole, helped along the side 
of the ship to the steari, aixl lowet:ed by a rope 
into tiie boat. In this ^vay Mary Molesworth with 
thirteeai other v^^men passeaigets landed on 
Dasseai Island, 

She was taten to a hut vAich she describes as 
a "Rotdnson Crusoe ahDde, constructed of bones 
of whales and covsed in with turf . There was a 
little lanp burning on one side, which tia^tv a 



dLin li^it on LIS as v^^ crEpt in and made us 
^iipear moie ^lastly than oiir fii^it had alreatty 
done. The walls WEie made of halfdiied seal and 
lafctstsldns. wiiich. with tlie bad oil in the lamp 

can easily be fancied not to emit a v^y 
r^ieshing smeJl. Fishing tacklq, tobacco pouclies 
and an old torn ganneait took up one comGr, 
anodiEa" was occxqzied by a mde image of the 
Viigin Mary. It only contained teai pEasons in a 
sitting position." 

At dc^^hreak Maiy Moleswoilii waited out 
and found the island "oDveaBd with hares and 
pGa^uiiis". (Flist conies, you i^iiEaiiDGa:; liien 
labbils and now hares.) Winiftel, a blue 
greyhound, ted swum ashore ftom Ihe wrecks 
and Maiy Moleswoilii lecoids liet the 
greyhound caught seven teres, which fti^ ale 
with lice and onions. They also hoUedahamon 
a file of seaA^eed The ship Isd cairied liiree 
hundred fipes of Madeira. One came ashore; 
"This was a great confoit to the gentlen^ai and 
sailors in their toils." 

The castawE^'s found the island littESiied with 
large shellfislx which they used as diinking 



vesseis and spoons. Tlie haies, liiey noted, fed on 
ferns. The thiee men. on the island weaie not 
pesmanent inhatitants; they ^vet:e tliGie for a f^A^ 
months collecting penguin eg^. Not one life had 
been, lost in the wrecl^ and, as the luit \vas 
overcrowded, some of the ship's company thiew 
sails ovG*^ a wlialefcone and slept in this tent. 
Maiy Moleswoith found tlie island climate an 
ordeal. "Our faces and hands weie without any 
sldn on them, our eyes led and inflam.edwith the 
wliite sand of the island, and our feet we*e so 
swolleai and fcJ.istEaed tliat it was with difficulty 
we could walk ... Our c^Dtain was a quiet 
unobtrusive spectator of the w^iolq. pitied and 
despased fcy most of us." 

Meanwhile the ship's doctor and the second 
nfite had rowed to Hie mainland for help. The 
doctor, aided by a Saldanla Nay fa rmf^ had 
gone to C^je Town on hoiseback wilh the iiqa's; 
and Sir Lowiy Col^ the Governor, sent HM.S. 
Faloon immEdicddy to pick up the caslawe^'s. 
WilMn a week of tiie shipwieck Maty Moles- 
woith's troubles were over. 



You will have obeeived, of couisq, liow Mary 
Moleswordi has comfJicated the mystGiy I am 
still trying to solve. 1 put all the facts in front of 
Antonio d'Alineada lecently, and left him 
pLEzzling ove*^ it In his gtandfaliiGc's day, he told 
mo, th^:e w/e^je liordes of lats wliich must have 
come fiom a wieck. His fathEr imported cats to 
kill the FEEts; and yeais aftetiwaLds tlie cats w^ch 
hadrun™ld became a nuisance. 

Antonio d'AliiMda took w4iite lahtils to Ihe 
island. Some esc^ied from the hiitohes, and their 
descendanis aro sHU living in pa^nin bunuws. 
But die dassies? Antonio said there were nei;^ 
dassie colonies on Ihe matoland opposite Dasseai, 
and so it is leasonahle to believe tteb ftiere v^ere 
dassies on the island centuries ago. But he had 
never seen one th£ae, and his feih^:^ and 
giandfethGa:' 1^ never maitioned dassies. For the 
nnment 1 rmjst adult defeat 1 found tortoises on 
Dassen ... but no answer to the riddle of the 
dassies. 

Penguins are easily iratated, and theiie have 
beG9i long pEoods wiien the numbGaB of fcirds on 
Dasseai Island have dwindled. Some yeais ago 



fishEamen off Maicus Island, one of the groLp to 
die north of DassE^x made a hahit of catching 
peaigLiins and using tliEsn as heut Fortiiwith the 
OLitiaged suivivois deseated the island, and the 
wliole i^enue fioni eggs and guano was lost 
WliEn the li^ithouse was being built on DassEii 
Island in 1893, tlie penguins and duikets leseaited 
the invasion of their stion^iold by wflDdanen, and 
for a long time they woidd not settle down. For 
maiiy yeais it lias beeai necessaiy to obtain a 
peonit to visit aiiy South African guano island; 
the fcirds aie so valuaHe to the State that no risks 
can te taken. All the islands aie guarded ty 
lieadnieax Some naturalists believe that the 
periodical dwindling in the numbet:s of birds is 
due to the balance of nature being L^Dse^ the 
tiids iiK^jsase to such an scbeait that they cannot 
obtain enou^ fislx Theai a certain number of 
l^rds diq, and the balance is restored. The 
penguiri of couisq, is seoously affected by any 
shortage of fish, as it has to swim in search of 
food and hss only a limited range during the 
(xeeding season Hungry, and harried by 
fisheamen in search of bait the penguin has no 



<iiance of seeding down conifoitaHy in a bmrow 
on DassGgi Island. 

The eggoDllecling season in normal years 
begins in Fehnoy and lasts udIiI the end of 
Juna One private conliactDr oiganised Hie work 
for nxjie Hian bv^ily-five years, peeing the 
Govonrrent a "rDyally" on each egg collected. 
The colleclDis rDbbelltebiiriDws systeiEdicaLly 
insudiawc^ Ihcst a puzzled penguin Would le^^ 
as mai^ as bvenly eggs in the course of five 
mDnlhs instead of the normal dufch of two. It is 
Ihe second egg Ihat the labour^:' removes wilii 
his loi^ wooden staff, and thus the penguiiilc^s 
oonlinually to hdng the family up to the numfcer 
dezisnded by instinct Some parts of the island 
aiB always left untouched, and theiB Ihe birds 
hatch out their eggs freely. 

For lliree years, from 1933 to 1935, egg- 
collecting on Dasseai had to be suspended owing 
to the disappeetLance of vast iuniibe*s of 
pGaiguins. At tliis peiiod diamonds v^'etie b^ng 
flown down the coast tegulariy fiom the Orange 
Rive*" moulh to C^De Town; and it was 
suspected that the aircraft had made the fcircfa 



restless. But the mysteay has n^ea: been solved. 
Soutli Africa liad to go without penguin eg^ 
again in 1945, althou^ aircriafb had beeai warned 
to keep away from the island 

In Mary Molesworfh's dc^, tlie eggs were 
legarded as suitable food for Hie slaves of C^ie 
Town Since Ihen, the penguin egg tes acquiied 
a higher status, and pictuies in man^ lands will 
testify fliat the huge, rich eggs - with hght gieen 
jdly and yellow yolk - deserve to rank armng 
Ihe woild's delicacies. The taste must be 
acquiied If you possess it, then a boiled peiguin 
egg chopped up witii butter and spridded with 
pq^o:- is a feast indeed Gouni:ets s^ Ihey are 
as good as plovers' eggs. Others dislite the fisly 
flavour, and cannot be tenpted. Nevertheless, 
IhepGaigutnegg, boiled, cunied, scrcmbled, fried 
or served cold wilh salad is a noble dish; fit not 
only for the shijM/iected sailor, but for the 
restaurant. Several atenpts l^ive besi made to 
find export rrEotets itr London and N^v York 
On one mEanorable night in 1936, penguin eg^ 
c^peared on the rrEnus of a hundred restaurants 
in the West End of London Once the charm of 



nov^ly had worn off, howler, the dEtnand 
ceased. In wartime, peah^DS, itmiglithavebeGaia 
difFeaiiGait story. 

South Afilca lexains faitilM to ftas odd 
dsticacy, and cases aie lailed Id every com^:'of 
lie Union and Rhodesia In Ihe slave dsys liiey 
fetehed a penny eacL At liie end of last centmy 
liie price had lisoi to twopence, and for a 
number of years between the great wais a 
peamiinegg cost fonrpenc^ Now Ihe Union 
Govenrrent Iss undertal^n the ooUedion, and 
Ihe last box of two dozen 1 bought cost ten 
shillings. No doubt Ihe price will rise again- but 
I mnst teive u^ paiguin eggs in season. Each 
egg, by thewe^, is two-and-a-half times the size 
of a hen's egg. They contain phosphorous, and 
are highly piizei as a neave tonic; whetio^ the 
beJirf has ar^ foundation 1 canrot Scy. One of 
the penguin egg's peculiarities is that it niu5t be 
boiled for at least twenty minutes. 

The 0q3oit of peaiguiiis has beGii inoie 
successful than the ^^g veaitures. Zoos in many 
parts of the \voiid have been SLq:|Jied with 
Dassen Island pEnguins. Special anangGments 



liad to be made for each batclx and an atteaidant, 
wise in the ways of pEsiguins, travelled witii 
thEm. 

1 watched one coiKigiiment going on board a 
nEfllship in Table Bey Docks between the wais. 
For d^/s thsy ted besi fed on lunps of fish to 
accustom thEm to a diet which they obviously 
found distasteful after cabbing Ihsr own fish 
alive A large canvas bath ted been rigged for 
Ihem on the foiedeck; and the attaidant sat on 
Ihe edge feeding each toid, alnrst foicibly, in 
turn Neveatheless, thejad^sspenguiiiisafaiiiy 
good traveller. Atlenpls have been n^de to 
taeed the majestic King Penguins from the 
Antarctic in c^tivity; but 1 believe that 
Edinbuigh was the only Zoo in Europe where 
chiclffl were telched ard leared successfully. A 
King Penguin is probably worth £100 in a 
European zoo todey . 

As for the EmpEsor PESiguin, standing four 
feet in het^it - that is a noMe specimen wiiich 
iia'E*^ suEvives a sea voyage. F^igiiins from 
Dasseai are easy to handle compared with the 
giants of their species. 



Dasseai Island has only one nianniade tiack - a 
lou^ route wliich runs fioni the beach to the 
li^ithousq. throu^ the pGaigLiin colonies. I was 
astxDnished to see a crazy skE^eion of a motorcar 
using tills track, canying stoies from the landing 
fiace for a mile acioss the island. It ^vas a sort of 
heidoom, pEissed on down the years fiDin kee^^e*^ 
to keepeg:, and maintained In n.inning ordE*^ with 
the aid of li^ithouse spares. After a record life it 
was r^^iaced by a niodeoi niotoiiony. 

One of Ihe island headmeii occi^Jied his Hrre 
during the slack season by building a motor- 
cuHht. In six monlhs he had coirpleted a 
seaworti^ ciaft thtrty-eiglit feet long, and 
c^jable of cruising anyTAieiB along the South 
African coast Tt^ is as satisfying a we^ of 
passing Hie time on a lonely island as ai^^ 1 can 
im^ine. 

One ni^it 1 followed the ke^ser into the dari^ 
hei^its of tlie Dasseai liglit until we reached the 
lamp room 150 feet from, the giDund. "Tlievdiole 
towea" sliivets in a gale," said the keeper. It was 
Ixi^Tt, fcn.it not dazzling^ in tlie lamp room, for 
the lam.p that sends out tlie long flash is small. 



The inimeaise leais revolving round the flame 
gives the tallliance. A ^vei^it; running down the 
ceaitre of the li^rtliouse; tunis the lens on its l^ath 
of meiTcury - simpiq. reliatJe clockwork w^ch 
the keeper must wind up every two houis. 

" Y ou see that a lighlhouse man's life is not so 
easy as it might cfpear/' pDinted out the l^^per. 
"We teivejust finished painting the t^wer outside 
- a dizzy job. The lens weighs several tons. That 
means elbow giease when you lEive t> dean it 
There is alwe^ paintwoik 1:53 here Id be 
scrubhed, brass Id be polished, lanps to be 
deaned, wealiiei^ lecoids to be tept We teive to 
liiink of the airmen, too, nowade^^, and nots the 
sk^ conditions, clouds and wind speeds. There is 
a wirdess station on the island and the teepers 
aie tiie operabois. NoflM^ dsa^ in that; we had 
wirdess tdegi^h sets in some of our 
hghfhoiises in 1914^ and seven years later the 
fiist wirdess tdephone sets were installed. 
Bdoie that, we sent urgent messages ftom 
Dassaiby pigeon post" 

In the dE^^me I noticed curtains dtawn roLmd 
the ^ass of tiie lamp loom. Witiiout this 



fxecaulion tiie oil of liie lamps and clocl&vork 
would be s^ on fiie by liie intGaise concenliation 
of the sun's mys inwards tluou^i the ^ass. 
Curtains are som^mes set ali^it and the 
keepGas liave always to be on gtiaid against fire. 
(One man in a FrGsich li^itliouse was atteaidincj 
to the lamp m4tg*i tlie kitchen fire below set the 
room aHaze. Cub off by the smokefiUed 
staircasq, lie descended oubside with the aid of a 
rope and put tiie fire out.) 

At all the leicte lighflioiises, sIdies sufEicient 
forliiiBerrDnfiisrnListbetept, for heavy weatiier 
has soro^iQies pievented Hie tugs from laoding 
frosh si^plies on Ihe usual mail d^fs. A large 
stock of paraffin is necessary - one large 
cylinder is consumed in two ni^its at the Dassen 
li^. 

Lighthouse meai, you find, aro often Ihe sons 
of Ughthouse irea Tliey teve b^n brought ip In 
Ihe tiadilion, and see to hardship in thm:' 
isolation Working without si5:ervisLori, a strong 
sense of duly canies them through their seven 
dc^week No teGperlas ever been found drunk 
at his post They aie seldom troubled by the fact 



1i^ th^ cannot call in the doctor save in a real 
eanergency. Only when their children have to 
leave them to attend school fer away is there a 
Unge of sadness. 

Contrary to popular belief and fic^on the 
keepesB of the limits live in liEumoriy and do not 
tire of seeing the same faces evety day. This is 
fxoved by the fact that thet:e is nevea: a lack of 
volunteers for lonely limits such as Dassen. 
Island. TSb "Grand Guignol" drama, distuite the 
calm routine of the Sorrth African coast limits. 
"At the end of a spell of leave in town 1 am 
alwE^ glad to go bEick," a keeper once told me. 
"When I win the Izig sweepstake I shall build a 
li^ittiDuse of my own, and live the*^ and tiini on 
theli^wlieai 1 feel like it" 

A filni producer orte ^jplied to the Union 
Govenment for permission to use Dassen Island 
as Ihe "location" for an island dicGis. tfe Mled, 
for although a lone canisaman can abA^E^ 
secureapsiilttD film Ihe tdids, the fa:esence of 
a whole conpar^ naglit have caused a 
disturbance. Nolhing daunlBd, the prixlucer 
boriDwed flfly penguins from a zoo, and had 



diDusaiids c£ cardboaid pGnguiiis jiaintecl The 
fictuie was made on one of the Canary Islands, 
with the living peaiguins giving animation to the 

beach sceaie. I believe it looked convincing 
€noLi^ on the screen, but the shiewd peaiguin 
could not have beeai deceived for a moniGnt 

Though Dasssi Island is often shroided In 
fog, and ships have been lost on the leefe 
offehoie, no foghorn lias been insteUed. The 
paecious po^uins night mt lite it ! The island 
is usiEilly the fiist landMl made by steamers 
bound from England Id the Cc^ and several 
have m^ Ihe same fale as Maty Molesworth's 
ship. 1 once met an old sailor w4io was 
shipwrected on Dassen in the S.S. Wallarah in 
1891. He was an able seaman named Beamish 
wbo piefened - filing ships; but he was 
peasuaded Id join the Wallarah on her maiden 
voy^a Inexplicably fee Wallarah stnick Dassen 
Island on a calm clear night 

"Wej^iisoiied tons of caig:* - clothing, boots, 
fianos, rum. vdiisky aiid jars of nie*cuiy," 
Beamish told me. "The p.aiios WGt:e in airti^it 
cases, and for weeks afteiwards the fannetiB on 



the C^De west coast WEie salvaging paanos. Four 
tugs came to help us, but in tlie end we had to 
abandon the Wallarah, hard and fast on the rocks 
of Boom Point; tlie nortlieoi ann of the island.'* 1 
met this old seaman in 1933, ji.Bt afbGr lie had 
made a sentimental pilgrimage to the sceaie of 
the wreck. The storms of forty-two years had 
destroyed all traces of theWallaralx 

Dassen Island once saw the nxst piofilahle 
salvage Qitepilse ever carried out in Cc^je 
watEas. In 1916 the 7,000-tDn fieiglilEr Ping 
Suey was on a voyage from England to iLe Far 
East She was feeping faiiiy close to Hie shoie Id 
avoid Gennan laideas; and w4iile neking for 
Table B^ she entered a dense fog bank The 
Ping Su^ fetched up on a sloping ledge of rocks 
in Hoijse Be^, dose Id d'AlmEada's qnartes. 1 
sawherlhero, and she looted lite a vessd lying 
at anchor iQ Ihe bay. This little anchoi^^ 
iowB/^ is only safe for flstrii^boals and small 
yachls - and then only when Ihe wind is not 
coning out of the norlii Miiacnloijsly the Ping 
Suey had missed aU the onttying rocks and leefe, 
biitherpositioniemainedexliemelydaDgeDiE. 



Tugs failed to move her. Despairing of 
salving the sHp, liiB ageaits conceailiated on the 
cargo. Wheal ^eaything liad beeai discliarged 
into li^iteiis the Ping Suey ^vas still found to be 
hard and fast She lay tiiE*e for ei^it months, 
abandoned and becoming a m€t:e rusty roost for 
the sea-fciids. TliGn a CfqDe Town finn offeied 
£6,000 for the ship, and this was accepted. The 
finn eaigEiged two cl^er salvage eaigineeas \\4io 
beiiev^ed they could refloat the Ping Si^y. A 
small fleet asseniHed vdiile the engiiieet:s, using 
compressed air, pumped the engine room diy. 
CaHes w^?e rigged to an off lying reef neariy 
half a mile away. Tliese ptiepEffations cost 
£60,000, and at any momeait during tlie thiee 
months of toil a gale firDin the northwest would 
have destroyed the sliip. In tlie end, however, the 
great risks that liad beeai taken were justified; for 
the Ping Suey came off into deep watea: with the 
aid of her own winches. 

She was towed to Table Bsy Docks, and the 
salvage men pacted a Hiousaiid tons of cement 
into hGT talges Id streiigthen the torn bottom- 
pJatES. Thus fortified, &e Piiig Suey stean^ 



awc^ to Ihe Far East for pemaaoGait i^)aiis. She 
carried a valuable wartime fteiglit of wool and 
scr^iiDn, The Ping Suey was then l^venly years 
old, but ship and cargo were sold for more Ihan 
£300,000. In 1932 liie old Ping Suey, naned 
Attualita and Italianowned, was sold for £2,500. 
The salv^e men who made a small fortune out 
of Ihe job ne^er foigot the narrow maigin by 
v\4iich 1h^ had triunphed Two deys atei^ fte 
Ping Suey led left Dassen Island, avioleaitgale 
liew i_5J from fee north-west 

One day w^le the Ping Sitey was agroimd on 
Dasseax a dead w^iale was \vaslied ashore. The 
liead was missing. No one thou^it miich aboub it 
at the time? but soon afletwaids sliips weae lost 
off the CBpe by striking mines, and the mystery 
was exfJained A jiaty the obvioLis cine was not 
followed Lp immediately. That ^vas Dassen's 
only contact with liie 1914^18 war. This limq, 
too, a deep peace tested over the island, fcffokeii 
only once wdien the li^ithoiisekeepecs si^ited 
and reported a threefunnelled ship off their 
shore. She was a Geaman mineiayer, Ixit this 



time die minesweepets of the Soudi African 
Naval Forces cleared die seas. 

DassQi Island's pDpulatLon seldom fells helow 
a dozQi, and dming the eggcoUectmg season 
IhsBiTE^ beahundiodinenlEQilatwoik It has 
nevea: teai difficult to lecniit labour for the 
island. All soils of people fell under the spell of 
islands, and liie queue waitirg for jots usiMly 
holds six n]£ai foreveay vacancy. 

At one time the labourets wete ^vhite men of 
all nationalities, mainly seameai, but with a 
splnkling of odd customess. Many a wdl- 
educated En^isliniaii put in mondis of toil on 
Dasseai last century; sweating out the liquor and 
saving the meagre r^vard for die psyd^y in C^De 
Town M^iai all ^vould be squandet:ed all too 
so(»i. It was not uncommon to find a hcokeai- 
down doctor in those old guano gangs - a man 
wlio na^G^ revealed liis skill until some 
EsneaTgEaicy made liim rGaneaiibea" the Hippocratic 
oadx 

For foiiy years the egggaflisBLS have been 
Cepe colomed n^sa FedExs it was inevllahle 
ti^it Uieie should have b^ai liagic incidents 



among men isolated in liiis wey. Fiom tiiiie to 
lime men suffering ftom nnuolDry or hard 
liealment have ^Ccped in small hoals, andsonE 
have been drowned in the ha:eaters on reaching 
liie mainland The final scandal ^NSS exposed in 
1932, when deaths occuned on the island as a 
lesult of floggings. There wee criminal 
paDceedings and Ihe giim affair was debated in 
Parliameait As a result the whole system was 
reorganised. 1 do not think Dasseai Island wiU 
^ain becone Ibe sceie of sadism 

The fresh peaTgLiin eggs are fcaoiK^ to CapB 
Town almost eve*y other day thiou^ioiit the 
season in fishing cuttGas and other small craft. 1 
kiiav a toii^ old seafaier named Charies Broker 
wlio secined a contract to carry penguin eg^ 
some yeais ago. He had bouglit an aged biit 
seawortliy Admiialty pirmacQ, vviiich he named 
Theodora. She was forty-seven feet in length, but 
ve*y narrowgutted. Bioket^ installed a cranky 
motor, fitted l^d a cakin, and lived on board. In 
this pinnace he made some of the most 
retiiaricahJe voyages ^/^er attempted along the 
stonily South African coast Once he sailed from 



TatJe Bay to Angola and back. Ageun and again 
be ^vas lEported missing. Eveai wlieai lie was on 
liie short Dass^i Island mn he managed to 
become six days ovGtidLie. But those vdio knew 
Broker and the Tlieodora ^VEie never alanned. If 
be did not arrive it simjiiy meant liiat liis motor 
bad failed agaiii, and that lie was beaUng back 
unde*^ sail. A douHeskin teak pinnacQ. coppeied, 
is iKJt easily lost. 

UnUl war hrou^it ciash boats Inbo C^je 
watGas, Iheiecoidforihe run from Table Bc^ Id 
Dassea was held h/ a l^ffbour tug - two and 
liiree-quarter hours. Now I si^jpose the lime 
nightbemeasuiBiinniiiiLilES, but! do not want 
Id laceto Dassenthatwc^. The island is alwc^s 
hnted in n^^ mud wilii small yachls and old 
shipnBtes. Yachls nmnin g ftee befoie a fresh 
sou'-wesler, with the logliiie tr nilin g out aslen 
and an odour of pea soup coming from the 
galley. 1 Kfe to prick off the distBnce t3 Dassen 
on n^ own chart; and lead the island names. 
Watedoo Bc^, Boom Point, Spout Rock that 
Ihrows vp the sea Kke a depfli charge, The 
Triangles and noisy Roaring Sister ... these are 



namffi round file penguiii isle, and for n^ fliey 
bring pleasant memori^ of old cruises. In a 
changing worid I can at least be sure that when 1 
sail to Dassen ^atn the buds and the beaches 
will be as they were v\4iGai SpObeagen stepped on 
shore and g^jed at the pea^uin nillions. 



ChapterG 

SaLIJANHA IVfeMORIES 

Thousands of men in this war saw Saldanha 
Bay from the decls of lioopships. For rrer^ of 
them it was Iheir only gliirjKe of Soiilh-Africa - 
just that lu^ alrmst landlocted bey, the 
scavenging seabinfe, a fishing viilage in the 
northern anu, notiiing to huge: in flie memories 
of seaweary soldiers afler a long passage Men in 
Ihe convoys which assembled there must have 
steamed on to the Middle East with bleak 
inp:esstons of Saldanha 

Saldanha has seegi som^hing of all the w^ais 
for more than three CGnturies. It still has a loiiE±y, 
undevd.oped look aboiit it; thou^i tlie bay is 



only a hundLed niiles by road fioin CapB Town. 
You can sail tiiGt:e fioin TaHe Bay hy deyli^it in 

a small yaclit; as I have often donq, and etite*^ the 
he^ almost like an old Portuguese navigator, like 
Antonio da Saldanlia liinise^f, ™tliout finding 
any ur^leasEttit signs of civilisaHon. Evegy year 1 
go outwith a shotgun on the fanns round the bey 
and lagoon to hunt steeaibok and dLiikEr, 
[iieasant paitiidge and guinea foud. In those 
wati^s 1 cau^it a skate as large as my din^iy. 
Once 1 watched a tieasuie syndicate diving for 
sunken gold. 1 have known the [Jace for thirty 
years, and 1 am still finding links with the 
adventuioiB past in tliis unknown South. African 
harbour. 

Onthecharl, SaldanhaBe^cfpeoisasalcttge, 
loiighly circular, bite out of tlie west coast of the 
C^ie Province, with Schooner Rock nerkir^ the 
Dorfheni and Stonp Fbint liie sonthem errtianca 
It is moiB Ihan liiree mles wide, but there are 
tiiree white tdid islands in the fairwc^. Down at 
tiie southern €nd of tiie b^ are two nniB islands; 
and there ftie sIeiIIow lagoon begins and 
stt^ches soiiUhwards for ^ght miles. The lones 



on the chart are as exciting as Ihey should be; 
tiiey recall mar^ fine ships that sailed into the 
b^, and mar^ stimiig events. Where are the 
Bn^degom and the Salamander now - ships 
w4iich iHve given thear rsnies to be^^? They 
took green vegetables and eggs on board and 
steered out of our ken. Wl^ was Tobacco B^ so 
called? No one could tell rre. 1 only know that 
Ihe place is now named Danger B3y and that the 
steamer Haddon Hall p^ished theaR 

Fioni the hills near llie eaitrance you can see 
TaHe Mountain more than sixty miles away. 
Round the Ide^' aie kopjes heeq^ed with giey 
bouldGts; grEdn lands and the bush ^^^lESie the 
buck suivive; homesteads like tiiiy gioL^K of 
white stones amid the deiicate blues and r^nks of 
^ening. In the north coniE*^ of the bay you see 
the crawfish factoiy at Hoe^ies Bay, the tin huts 
of tlie fisliEonegi, and the Saldanlia railw^E^' 
statioii, the eaid of the line from Cape Town. A 
w^iite beach runs in a grand sweep, bcokEn h^e 
and tiiE*e \jy luige rocks, to Lange^Daan village on 
the south-eastEoi shore. Of^Dosite Langebaan aie 
the two ^^^laling stations, ™th chimneys that 



oiice smoked in die se^^n, red slipways, Hack- 
paiiited w^ialets. The smEil SLnrounding tliGin 
was usually like loast beet but sometimes it 
became nauseating. 

Gold, aniergiis and musk were the treasures 
sougM by Van Riebeeck when he sent Hie litlie 
yacht Goede Hoop on a voyage of discovery to 
Saldanha Bay. In those spacious dc^ the 
Govanois aimed higK Ambergris, it is tme, has 
sinc^ heQifoimd occasionally iaspenn whales at 
Ihe Saldanha whalii^ stdHons. But if Van 
Riebeeck ted asted for a cargo of fish, guano 
and peiguin eggs he would have been much 
nearer Ihe mark 

Saldanha. of couisq. is one of the great cerrties 
of liie fishing industry. Hinidreds of meai rely for 
tiiEir livelihood on good hauls of snoeJc Soudi 
Africa's national fislx named aftE*^1iie fresh water 
[ike of Holland A coloured fisliEsiiian can make 
£30 a week during the season; and lie earns it 
Neariy ^eiy man bears some scar telling of a 
false movGrnient while hauling the powerful, 
halting snoek on boaod. 



Ramlie along Ihe wooden fish jetHes of 
Saldanha in AjhII when tiie boats come in heavy 
ladei, and you see feverish activily. The womcai, 
even Ihe childien, aiB there to seize the fish, sLap 
Ihem down on low baiches, and extract the 
erdiails with deft kmfe thnisfe. Then the snoek 
go inb the brine tubs in rough buildings on the 
beach When Ihe salttag process is over, sun and 
wind complete the euro. Frosh snoek are mslied 
awc^ from Saldanha in motoilnicks to vill^es 
far from Ihe sea Snoek fetehed ten shillings 
cfiece during the war, a scaroity value. No 
wonder Ihe fishenuEai blood their^ land lines 
e^edy and piepare the sharkskin bait long 
brforo the fiist shoals are sighted. 

Wlien. the Saldanha fisliEoiien are not out 
afler snoek they are drop|:ing tiieir nets in the 
long IcG^p M^iere crawfish swarm. In a good 
season b^M^een the wars, hveaity million 
crawfish wete cau^it along the Cape coast and 
most of thEin ^veie canned or fmzen and shipped 
to France. Saldanha is to have a goveomient 
"crawfish farm", wlie^e crawfish eggs will be 
hatclied in luige seawater tanks. The young 



caawfish will be ke^ thEg:e until liiey are atJe to 
f^id for theaiisG^ves. Then tliey vAU be used for 
restocking coastal areas w^ch have beGii 
dE^eted hy overfisliing. 

Gold, ambeigils and musk - giBno, v^iale oil 
and wheat Truly Iteie aie smprises for 
eqioiers. And yet ttieie is money in Saldanha 
Bey, only a few faHin rrR down, in the diesis of 
ships buried there under the sand You need 
never sail as fer as Goods for a lieasure hunt 
wiile Saldanha guards its old seciels. 

Jutbai Island, on tlie soudiGoi side of the 
Saldanha entrance; is a tieasuie island 1 like to 
rEaneaiibEr Jutteg^ \vi1ii its two guanowhitGned 
domes of lock, as 1 once saw it under a full 
EastE*^ moon as 1 steeaed into the bay on a sailing 
CEuise. It was a nic^ wi»en liie ^losts of lost 
dews Illicit have poovded over the litde island 
and made their groans lieard above liie haaying 
of the penguins. 

Nect dcy at Langeb^i a man showed jub a 
handful of coins. Th^ had been washed on to 
Ihe sandy beach of Julien Island - coins from the 
DufcJi East India Con5)ai^'s ship, Meiesteyn, 



wrected there in Apail, 1732. Year afleryearfhe 
winlET gales sliil^ down t3 the bi)ten huU of the 
Meresteyn and start a few maie coins diifling 
slowly towards the shoie. Afte-two centuries the 
sea is giving i^j sone of its lieasuie. 

An historian told me liiat the Met:esteyn 
jMobahJy earned little gold. Europe was theai, as 
now, lumgiy for gold and a vessel outward 
bound like the Meaesteyn \vould have her 
nioneychests filled with silver for trading in the 
East Indies, 

Then I gave the coins t3 an expert coUector to 
ecamina 

"At first chance 1 thou^it Ihey were pieces of 
ei^it" lie reported. "1 find, how^^er, that they 
are Spanish coins of Eqii^xoximate^y the same 
valuQ, issued at the same period - ducatoons. 
These ducatoons were minted in Brussels, the 
chief town of the Spanisli N^hetiands. They 
bear the liead of Fhilip IV, 'hy the Grace of God 
King of Spain and the Indies'." 

Feiv vlsrtois land onjutten Island An official 
ponlt is necessary, and for weeks at a tirre 
laiiding is inpossible owing to heavy weather 



But one or two rarevisitois, knowing tte story or 
liie wreck, liEivewandGiedout toliiebeGchonthe 
soLriiiwest side of die island at low tido, and tiiEy 
have found coins. I am. told that at long intEsvals, 
wliEai the tide is at its lowest eiJ^ the veiy bones 
of the Meaesteyn may still be seen, tiot far beJow 
the surface. 

Though Ihe oak toiteis of the Mer^teyn 
hcive been rotliiig 14 fathoirs down for moie 
ti^ttibvDcoitiHlesiiDW, it is easy to imagine the 
scenes that ended in wieck and tragedy. It was a 
disaster broijght about by foollKfldy seamanship. 
A master who lost his ship in similar 
dicnmstaDces tode^' would {^aiainly l^ive his 
certificate laten awe^ - if he was iiot drowned, 
hte the blijiidering Cc^jtain of Ihe Meies^^TL 

Let us loU back tlie curtain thEai, and watch 
tiie Metiesteyii ™th he*^ rich cargo and money 
chests, ^zizcoaching the C^do after a long 
passage from AmstEtdam. Land vjss si^rted at 
noon on April 3, 1702 - the low coast of 
Saldanha. The Metiesteyn stood iri, a soulh-^vest 
Ixeeze filling lies: sails, until ni^it fell. Tbeai the 
master made his first grave etror of jr^dgmeait. 



He liEid forty sick me« on board, and in his 
eagerness to cxime to an anchorage arxl secur"e 
fresh paovisions he fcroke all the rules of wise 
navigEition. Saldanha Bay was, evideaitly; to hini, 
an unknown harixDur; yet he decided to ^iter it at 
ni^it, ™thout the aid of landmarks or limits, 
" thinking that the moon would favour thean. " 

But the moon, which fevomed me last time I 
passed iniD Saldanla befoie dc^haeafc did not 
shine on the doomed n^sn and women of the 
Meresleyn, "Bieaters ahead!" called the second 
mate fiom Ihe fo'c'de head It was the heavy 
south-west swell beating on tlie locks of tte 
south head of Saldanle, and the ship was 
lumbering along between Ihis point and Jutfcen 
Island. Nowadc^s small stean^as and fishu:^ 
daft ofteai use this nancw passage; but for a 
sailingship it was a dangerous positLon indeed, 
made moie perilous by the ignoiBnc^ of the 
c^iaiiL 

Luff" cried tiie c^^tain then. Luff, and 
unfiid liie hind sails! " 

"In God's iKttue, luff!" yelled Ihe chief male 
from the main rigging. 



The ship swung slovdy towaids the ™nd. 
Even thoi she mic^it have been saved, bub for a 
fintbG*^ Hundea:. Thinldiig that the ship wflDuld not 
come round in timo, the caqAain ordEaed the 
"daily anchoi^' to be let go. The aiiclior dragiged, 
for the foresails weije still drawing full. He theii 
threw out die bowEr, 

"Cut the cables!" shoutEd the quick-witted 
nHte. "She'll oome round" But this dedsLon the 
DGavous c^jlain would not tafe on his own 
initLative. ffe called the offices together, wasting 
valiEible UnE; and while Ihe feverish consul- 
tetion was in progress Ihe ship drifted closeto the 
south-westsideofjulteilsland Thisisthewoist 
side, fringed witii rocks. In a moment Ihe MeaB- 
steiyn was a wrock, "most niseraliy smaslied 
anni^thehreal^srs", aslheiBcoidhasit 

" It is a woiidE*^ tiiat ai^one was saved in such 
a heavy sea which ^vrig^es itseif throu^ the 
hi^ and smoodx sharp rocks, but ninety-ei^it 
meai and a IzJack woman suLvived," one of the 
Met:esteyn's officers rEported to liie Compar^. 
Those who reached the island safety owed their 



lives to their own efforts; they seized thanks and 
spars and ^veg:e mercifully washed on shore. 

When the roll was called it was found thai, 
hesides Ihe c^fein, two woniaiwhD weB bound 
for &e Cepe with Ih^:' five childien had 
poished; also the second mate, (he bookteeper 
and nnst of Ihe nen 

In the morning the suivivors searched the 
beach "bub could see neithei" men nor goods in 
consequence of tlie lieavy surf'. Lat^; floating 
fianks, fccokoi boxes, and one dead soldier w^:e 
found, and the mast and yards of the WTiecked 
ship drifted towards the shore. 

Julten Island is a desolate and wat^ess spot 
It was not long before the smvivois wero hard at 
worii making a laft with which to reach the 
corr5)ai5?^'s station on the mrrinl anH. Soon all had 
boGai lescued, and roports of the wreck wero sent 
Id Governor William van der Stnl at CcfeTown 

The Governor and his councillors seetned far 
more concerned with prospects of salvage than 
with the loss of life. They immediately 
dispabclied a vessel called the Wezei with 



instnictions "to save ^vliabeve*^ of money or cargo 
mEQ'washLqit or be lecovesied" . 

Men were statLoned on Jutlnn Island to cany 
out liiese ordeis, but Ihey had little lijck. Soite 
lead (probably ballast), planks, casls of butter, 
haandy and oil weae found - nothing moie, 'We 
do not believe ti^it ar^ of the money chesis will 
a^€r be leojvaBd, as the stem of Ihe ship 
(conlainiE^ the saloon where Ihe nion^ was 
stoied) was Ihe fiist to bieal^ far oulside against 
a iDck in iLe heaviest part of the suit" stetedthe 
master of the Wezel. A lalnr leport was just as 
^oon^. "Regarding the recovery of the specif 
we believe it to be in^x^ssLbla The otstacles are 
Ihe gieat and viol^it waves which ODnie straight 
from the open sea Whether it be windy or calm 
Ihe sea lemairis the san^ The specie can 
lil^wise not be tiirown 1:5) by the sea, as to all 
^jpearance there is a step depth here." 

This viav was rG^Lictantiy accepted by the 
conipaiiy at liie time. Twenty-five yeais later, 
bowevG*', the Council of Seventeen, in Holland 
heaLd of an En^ish diver, John Lethfctidge of 
Newton Afcfoot in Devoid who liad invented an 



outfit wliich enafcJed him to "cieep about the 
ground, under v^^atet:^'. L^htaidge danonstrated 
liis fq^pEiratus in Holland, and the directois of the 
compEttiy gave him the task of recovering specie 
fioni the sunken Slot ter Hooge at the PortugLtese 
island of Porto Santo. Leilikodge fcaxDu^it iqD 
tieasure wflDrth a quarter of a million sterling in 
silver bEffs and ducatoons. The company then. 
sent L^ihaidge to the C^q^e to try his luck in 
stomiierwabErs. Leditaldge and his mates used a 
sort of cask Vfcith holes fortlieanns and legs. The 
cask was six feet hi^x v^ith a diam.eter of thirty 
inches at tlie top and eighteen, at the bottom. Iron 
lioops lent strength against v^^ter pressure. It had 
a cutic content of about thirty gallons. The div«" 
climbed into the cask from abovei; ac^usted the 
waterpcoof ann and leg cfeaces, and tlien tlie top 
was bolted on. A ^ass window ^vas provided 
Theie v^^as no air pum.p. Lethtridg^ hreathing 
the foul air in the cask, often retiiained on the 
bottom for thirty minutes at a str^ch 

This weiid outEit was probably Ihe fiist diving 
diess ever Id be iised souih of Ihe equator, and 
Ihe Meresteyn was anxjng Hie fiist wrecks 



Leditaidge tackled. He hcou^it l^d a fev silvGr 
coins before the woik ^vas int^n^Aed by heavy 

wealhea:. 

When Lethbiidge letumed to Europe in 1728 
he Irft two of his asststanls at Saldanha The 
oqjosed pDsition of Juttei Island, however, tept 
Ihan on Ihe beach for weeks, and after recover- 
ing a fetv moro seowom coins they letumed to 
attenpt nnie profitable salvage in Table Bc^. 

And fioiii that day to tliis these is no lecoid of 
ar^ furdiE*^ attempts to raise the Meaiesteyn's 
silvG*^. For a modeoi dives: the woik \vould be 
simpJ-e. The cliarts sliow that tiie chests lie no 
deepea: tlian 14 fathoms (84 feet), and pn^bEitJy 
much less at low watea: spring tides. 

It would, of course, be necessary Id obtein 
pGamssLon from Hie GoveramEait to searoh; and 
on^hiid of ar^ tieesuie trove would be claimed 
by tiie Govsun^nt. But thero should still be 
ducalDons in plenly forthe salvage syndicate. 

Several attempts hfive beeai made to recover 
treasure fiom the sunkeai rXitch East India ship 
Middeibintj in Saldanha Be^'. 1 saw something of 
one of tliese efforts in August; 1935 - and the 



anticlimax. The Middelburg, hom^A'ard bound 

fiom China, was surprised v^itii five other Dutch 
ships at anchor in Saldanha Bay on July 21, 
1781, by five British sliips of the line und^" 
C^Dtain Sir Tlxjmas Pasley. The "battle" was 
trief. The EXitch ships loosed their topsails in a 
vain attEanpt to run ashoie and thus avoid falling 
into the liands of tlie eoeaiiy. It v^^as hopeless - the 
British had opened a raking fiie w^ch prevented 
the EXitcli from weakling tiieir anchors. Tlie 
EXrtch c^Dtains set their shipe on fire and struck 
thear colours. 

PasI^ immediaiely sent amied boab to put 
oittflie files. The British sean]aiwe:esiio:£ssfiil 
on boaid five ships; biri; Ihe sixth, the 
Mtddelburg, was a furnace She sank just off the 
point wiich shdteis the anchoiage known as 
'The ffole", near Hoe^ies B^. The position of 
Ihe wieck has always been wellknowri, and at 
low ti<te 1 have loi her timbers pointed out to 
me, less liKttisiK falhoms down 

Mr. A. M. CarLoU, mentioned previously, 
made liis fiist attempt on the Middelburg in 
1905. Tlie cuireaits ran so fiercely lound the 



point tiiab the divea: could v^^ik only for a short 
pGood at die turn of each tide. Several relics in 
the sliEqDe of porcd.ain and old cannon w^:e 
IxDU^Tt to the surface. Them the dive*^ was 
attacked by an octopus. He esc^Ded fiDin the 
teaitacles, caiiie to the surfacq. and sailed his 
temtde etiGmy with a charge of dynamite. 

Soon after that eixDunlEr Mr. CariDll gaveip 
lie alteaipt But in 1935 he was back ^ainwilii 
an Italian diver, Rossi, equipped wilh Ihe niost 
nndeii dress. Rossi remained at wori^ia spite of 
Ihecmrent andwithiiiafeA^d^^hehadsaitiq) 
a ton of nielal heavily oicnisted wiHi maiine 
growths. Some of liie metal bais speared to 
have be^i encased ia wood packing. Hopes lan 
high. A fast car took sanples Id Cepe Town, and 
I w^it Id the aiHJystfs laboiatoiy to hear the 
veadict 

It was ballast - iron bEillast A friend of mine 
at Saldanha ownea: of a fishing cutto:, is using 
the ei^ite^ith century ballast from the 
MiddEiburg to this day. " For sentimental 
reasons," he says. 



Between Lai^EbaEai and Ihe wleUng stations, 
IwD uninhahLted islands he at the entianoe to the 
l^Don MeetRV and Sch^)en are the islands. 
They have their own stories- every b^ and lock 
and heig at Saldanha has some glamour of old 
adveariure. 

Timewom V.O.C. coins, the mark of the 
EXitch East Irxiia Coinpaiiy, liave beeai found on 
Meeiiw Island From Scli^jeai island a valuable 
lieeqD of 2,700 sealskins was rEmioved by Van 
Riebeeck's men - sldns left thetie by a French 
shipwiiGnhG^^lioldsweiefLill. Seals are taken for 
the^r pelts on the Saldfuiha islets to this day. The 
frrstwhitesettlemeait at Saldanha was built of the 
ribs of wliales covered ^vith sealskins. 

It was on Meeuw Island, about a centuiy ago, 
1i^ a sea^ sfffing of fresh water was ijneartheA 
The fountain had been sealed 15) hy masonry and 
cenent and the water earned ty a channel to the 
sea, eleven feet below high water maik This 
scciet spring was probably a lelic of the period 
Yjb^i the French visited the bey and tried to 
secure ownership Again and again fiie Royal 
Aims of France were raised on standards, only to 



be knocked down hy rfiiiios, burnt by Hottentots, 
or torn down and lE^iiaced by liie insignia of the 
EXibch Company. Some of tbe eariy stone 
beacons set Lp by lliese rivals still stand 

The l^oon is worth ©cploiiiig. I took as in/ 
pilot a fLslieirnan who knav every corns:' of it 
Ihe origin of e^oy plans nariB, fhelegsidsof the 
old fishing villages. Corre EfcoaEd the launch 
lioi, and steer down fee main cliannel. The 
wldlii of liie l^oon varies from one tei two miles, 
and fhero are marry sandbanks to avoid But our 
pilot will late us safely to Gediekwitii several 
fe^ of water under our keel. 

We pass mai^ open boats widi fishEimen 
casting thetr nets; 11iG*e are, in fact over 70 boats 
fishing in die lagoon. Hete is a bed of ledbait 
wliE*e galjoeai are to be cau^it; thetie is a sti^xrh 
of hiack imisse^s looming iqD thiou^i tiie clear 
greeai watE*s. Ahead lies an aiea of sea grass - 
food w^iich tlie liardets love. They say that the 
harder "bokkiims", fish salted and dried in sun 
arxl wind, niade by the lagoon peofJet aie the 
tastiest of all. 



The fishennai leve feeir own nHrks and lior 
own names for ftor favourite fishing gromids- 
Gioofbos, Zonnewijz^ Mooimaak Witgat- you 
will not find ttiem on the chart The best place ta 
liie lagoon is the ^itlyiemed Goudn^m, a sluit 
w4isB fish are alw^?^ to he found. 

Down the lagoon on the Langebaan side thet:e 
is a fine old hoLise on a feaiile estate called 
Oestetval. The hoiise^ with its courtyard and 
garden, was used by that sporting old Governor 
of the CeqDq. Lord Charies Somets^ eariy last 
century, as a shootin^^ox. In his day the 
shooting must have beeai siqDeib. Eveai now you 
caniK>twalkinland throu^ the low^bush™tliout 
putting up a buck. 

1 used to visit Oesteaval to see C^tein 
Christian Ku^, a retired mariner^ who lived there 
for some years. C^itain King's last commarid 
was a sfiange vessel called the Penguin, which 
pHed between the whahng staUons and Oesteval 
carrying fresh water from the Oesteaval sprirg. 
The Penguin was acorr^x^teship, atriuophof 
inpiJvisatiorL A boiler and machineay had been 
placed in an old baige. The funnd, engiroDom 



skyli^it and otiiGr fitting IiekI beGsi takoi from 
old wli£j.e*s. She \vas suitaHe only for woik in a 
calm lagoon, but C^Dtain King had parted from 
hET sadly. For many years after the F^iguin had 
been scr^iped slie served as a jetty at 
Langebaan. C^q^tain King was a greEib modEi-ship 
buildGr, and he had put a conzJe of hundied 
sailing ships into botties. Bub 1 never saw the 
PEaiguin in his collection at Oesterval. PerhfqDS 
her pecidiar hnes did not lend theanseJves to the 
art of tlie modeller. 

Not fer fromOesteiva! you can see adiedger 
at woik with huge grabs, biinging up oyster sl^ 
from ail enoirmus bed on tiie floor of flie l^oon. 
The oysteas died thousands of years ago - 
sclentisis teve never been able to discover the 
reason- and thesheUbecamefosslUsed Years of 
WDik have n]a:ely picted a small hole in liie bed 
There Is only one other oyster shdl deposit in the 
worid llte.it andli^is at Chescjieate Be^. The 
Langebaan lagoon shdl Is pounded inb "chicten 
grit' for poultry fanuEas, or burnt to prDcure 
lima 



I know a niaii ^vho lived for yeais in a small 

sailing yacht on this lagoon. He had built the 
boat hiniseJf on the lines of tlie famous litde 
yawl IslandGC in w^ch Harry Pidgeon sailed 
tM/ice roimd tlie wodd alone. In peac^ime he 
kept the boat in TaUe Bay; and he intended to 
sail in Pidgeon's tracks one day. The 1939-45 
War interfeaied with his plans, and wheal he was 
r^ected for war service he decided to take the 
boat LqD to Saldanlia and pass tiie time until all 
restrictions weae swept away. 

He had a canoe wiach he used to paddle 
across to Oesterval to bi^ fiesh vegetables. 
Parcels of boote leached hiln legulariy from a 
public llhrcay. For etadse, he waited on the 
lone beach that stebches souftiwards fiom 
Saldanha to Yzerfontein. Qrre he discovered a 
ship's lifeboat fully equipped but without a 
ciav, washed up by the sea He passed mar^ 
dc^inconpletesolltLida As he had no wiieless 
iece.ver^ on board the yacht he lost touch with 
tiie war navs for long periods; but he did not 
regard Ihis as ahardship 



When I met Hm again at LangeJ^aan in 1943 
he hfid just decided to tiy his luck again \vi1ii the 
medical otami nation This time he was 
successful, andliespent therest of thewar inthe 
South African Naval Foices - a contiast wilii his 
life as a hemiit on the calm lagoon 

To the naturaiist the lagoon is a delight We 
passasolitcay seat liien a goigeoijs odii^jqi^ of 
pank flaningo's, while clouds of buds fly over 
liiewatGr ahead: They used to hunt the flaraingo 
on liie lagoon yeais ago; now, lighfly, they are 
paDlected 

The launch E5:|:an[>aclies a nanow passage 
betM^een the islands near GeeibEk at the head of 
the lagoon Heaoiis stare at us from tlie reeds. 
The w^ter sliallows i^zidly, down goes the 
anclior, and we clamber into tlie din^iy to leach 
theshoie. 

The faini Geelhel^ built in 1860, was 
modenised and turned iniD a pleasaunce hy the 
late Mr. R de V. StsytiQ: It is one of the niary 
C^je femB to which 1 should lite to letiie - a 
\\4ate fronted homestead with beautiful gables, 
lawns, pahiB, fnit and vegetable gaidens, 



poultiy nms, a wiKif with bathing boxes, dediic 
light Many famous racehoises were once bied at 
Geeibek The homestead was furnished with lare 
discriminatLon, as those wiiD bought the carpets 
at tiie sale will ^rea The cellar field maivelloiis 
vintages. Some of the wines passed to Lange- 
baan, and 1 was able to purchase Ihe very last 
bottle of Penler Juuet 1919 during one visit 
That was achanpagne to lemember. 

Bub 1 have wanda^ed away fiDin tlie lagoon 
The launch is undEr \vay agEiin, our meal of he^: 
and sandwiches ovea:. Now we aie landing at the 
fMiEtty village of thatched cottages named afha:' a 
s^enteenlh century sqJoiei: - Schryvea's Hoek. 
FuitliGi" on lies Church Haveai, with its redrc)ofed 
church and school. A healtliy smeJl greeted us, 
for the fishemiEai ^vet:e taning their seines. 
EXning the vdialing season the hard-woiking folk 
of the village find emfJoynieait at the whaling 
stations. 

The next port of call is historic Oude Post 
Today file place is a fenn wilii giain and goals as 
Ihe most prciminent features. But in the very 
eariy deys of Ihe Cc^ie the Dutch East India 



Company soldiG£s \vere stationed tiieae. Near the 
main fami building tlie remains of the fort they 
built can still be se^i as a ciicxilar stone outcrop 
just above tiie ground. 

Old graves, soneof tiiEanof soldieas, marted 
by he^B of stones, are on the Mlside above 
Oude Post Ancient cannon balls and bullels are 
picted i_5) by the goalherds. On the summit of 
Constable Hll liieiB Is a cannon hauled Iheae In 
Ihe se^enteentli centiiry to def Old lie bc^ against 
liieFiench. 

Oude F\>st ^vas the Compai^'s fiist stEilion in 
Saldanba Bay; but theie is anotiie*^ oq^anfition of 
die name Lettets \VGt:e once posted theije under a 
stone similar to the TaHe Bay post office stones 
in the South African Museum. Deep ^vater runs 
along tiie \vestEm sliore of the lagDon as far as 
Oude P[>st so that vessels of fairiy deep drau^it 
could sail l^d to collect tiie l^teas. 

The Sim is sinking over the whaling stations 
as the launch glides past Ihe line of houses on 
Langebaan beach to her nxoiings. When 1 fiist 
koav Lai^dDaan in 1916 it was aplaceeasierto 
leach by sea Hkii by land. Theie was no motor- 



load; people liavelled over a track in C^ie carls 
and CKwagons. A modem hotel stands on 
PDfedderPoinl^ andifthseisabetterviavfiDm 
at^j^bdoDi^ in the whole Ccfje, I have still to s^ 
it 

Langebaan would rival Heoiianus if the 
fishing wet:e as good. For some reason, iiowevea:, 
the fish in the lagoon can usually be taken only 
in nets. The line fislieoiieai must seek tliear sport 
in the northern part of Saldanba Bay or the open 



sea. 



So Langebaan is still essentially the holide^^ 
lesoit of Ihe great wieatgiowing disbicts. Tte 
b^ is a si^jeib sailing ground of which Table 
B^ yachtsmen often thiik wtstfully during the 
soulh-eastEa:' season; and at Easter a fleet of 
yachls sail noithwaids in Ihe night to Saldanl^ 
Fav peaietiate the l^oon; the lime is short, and 
only auxiliary cmft can hope to lEivigate the 
winding clsnnels with ease. 

M^it falls, tiie moon track stiimmeas down 
the lagoon and at Oude Post ^eams a yellow 
li^it. Roll L^D tiie cliart - our lagoon voyage is 



OVG*^. 



ThESie is a littie corner of Norway on the 
shores of Salclanha Bay, formed by the w^ialing 
stations M^ch I have alieacfy inenlioneci They 
WGSie built eariy in the ceaitLiiy, aroimd deep 
inlets ^lich are not unlike Noiwegian fjords. 1 
met lonarkaliJe chaiactGis theae in the days 
wheal the great Ixown fcJ.Lifcfoer tanks \vet:e 
simmGring memly and the ^lale gunboats 
steamed in with their hugq, inflated carcases. 1 
went out with tlie catdKas and tiien stayed on at 
EJonkeagat w^ialing staHon, fascinateci for a 
week - ji-ist listeaiing to tlie tales of tliese modeoi 
Vikings. 

The jetly at Donteagat is an old wooden 
steamer, tte Vale, w4iich luniDeBi out from 
Noiwc^ at a solemn liiree knols, seaved for a 
lime as a floating factoiy, and ended herders in 
lids feshion - sciitlied, with pales drivai into Ihe 
bottam to teep her in position. Close by is the 
lir^^ iion sfeleton of the Neptune, the fiist steam 
wM.Ga:' ever used in South Afncan wateas. She 
w^ no larger than a pinnace, but she cruised out 
on her own teeL This is an old Noiwegian 
custom - laking v^ sttbU craft across the 



oceans. Even Hie wateatoat a fonner Norwegian 
pilot cuttesr, came to Saldanha under her own 
sails. Some of lie whale gunboals seemed very 
small for Ihe voyages they had undertateai far 
into Hie Antaiclic, summer aftesrsumn^sr 1 asted 
a gunner about it and he railed: "A ship will 
stand more than a man las nerve Id put her to." 
But to he trulMul, if Ihese wMing niei have a 
fadt it is that they sometinies risk too rniich. 

Pirates careened thear ships at Saldanha. 
Those quiet beaches weae much to their liking 
after long and lawless cruises. But one 
inexpeaiegiced prat^ C^Dtain George Dew, 
found himself in a comer theie in 1693. D&v had 
beeai oidEred hy the Goveoior of the Bemiudas 
to join the Royal African Coinpairy on liie West 
Coast in an attack on the Freaich e^Eikdishinent in 
die Ganihia. He liad a fast^ sixteeiigun vessel 
called the Amy. and he decided to tLim pirate. In 
tiie first eaicount^", the Amy had her main mast 
shot away and hull damaged. D^v ran for 
Saldanha to refit He told ti^ EXitoh officials that 
he was bound for Madagascar to buy slaves. 



The EXitch searched the Amy and in a secr^ 
compartment p^dgib were found wiiich i^eeled 

the Amy's real mission and Dew's pratical 
inclinations. IDew vjas seait to HoUaixi to be dealt 
with by tlie IDirectors of the XXitch East India 
Com.pany. His fate is rxjt to be foimd in die Cape 
arcliives. 

At one time Saldanha Bny neaiiy became an 
Irish setHement It was lii 1820, wliEai shiploads 
of British settlers were airivlng in tlie EastEan 
Province. Four Irish parties, led by WiUiam 
Parter, an edVIc^or of Coii^ loi beeai pionised 
land; and some of&cial, fearing tiDuble between 
the British and liie Irish, directed F^tea^s section 
Id the lermte Saldanha B^ area 

ParkEs: sent about 200 Irish meai, women and 
children inland to the Clanwilliam disliict. He 
established himself at Saldanha, jiianned a city to 
he called "New Cork", and bou^it the two siriall 
islaixte off LangEtean. PEffker was a 
contiovegBial figure whEsi^ei: he went. 
Na'eiihGless, lie had summed rqD the possihilities 
of Saldanha, and set about raising money for his 
grarrdiloquGsit schetnes. 



"Saldanha wHl soon rise ftom the obscurity 
with which it has been tied since Ihe fiist 
setflemEait of the C^:e/' piedicted r^rte;- in 
1821. 'The shipwrecks lastjanuary in Table Bey 
will brii^ it iniD note." Parte; howa^er, 
qLEdieUed witii Loid Charles Somoset, a 
dai^eDus adveasary , and was oideBd out of the 
country. Thus Saldanha nevQ:- becarre "New 
Coik". 

Weekend cruises from TaUe Bay to Saldanha 
wi^ie popular marry years ago. South Africa's 
first coasting steairrer, the paddt^rt^ieeJer Hope 
of 194 tore, ran an recursion theie as far back as 
Decesnber, 1838. Her engines enabled her to 
make the trip in dayli^it each wsy, and she 
carried 72 passengers at thirty sliillings a liead. 
Eariy tliis century tiie Buckiiall coaster 
Balg[>wan revived tlie enterpaise. Tlie r^um fare 
was £3 7s. 6d., and passengeis slept on shore at 
the Hoeyies Bay hote^. 

Saldanlia Bey was liie fiist Soulii African port 
of call of the Alabama. Hgt arrival th£ae in July, 
1863, cieated a gieat stir armng the feriros. 
C^jtain SemrrES and his officos went out 



hunting; and one of Ihem, killed in a sliotgun 
accidegit was buried on tlie fann. LatEr the 

AlabEttiia sent her pizes, liie Sea Bride aiid the 
Tuscaloosa, into Saldanha Bay. 

Towards &e end of last centuiy mar^ ships 
with smallpax on hoard anived In Table Bc^. 
They were oidered up to Saldanha to lemain 
tiioe In qiiarantme until cleared. Mar^ avictLm 
was buried on the sliores of the bc^. Qflenl have 
sailed past a cave just above htghwaler marl^ 
known as "Doctor's Hole". In the cave, during 
one of the ^demies, a ship's surgeon afflicted 
with the disease went to die 

Boa: commandoes under GenEral Smuts 
reached Saldanha Bay during the last stages of 
the South African War, A linear, anchoied far out 
in the bay, took the small British population on 
board Theaie followed a queer naval action. The 
men of tlie commandoes opened fiie on the lin^ 
with their rifles. A British gunboat; w^ch 
h^zpeaied to be passing, responded to the linet:^s 
signals and steamed into the hay at flill speed 
She opened fire witli her foiwaid guns at a lange 
of two miles and killed some cattle at the fiace 



now known as Oorlog's Vlei. Tliis incident has 
been described as the only naval action of the 
Boer War, but; in fact a similar affair occuLied 
flnllier noitii at Lambert's Bay. 

Saldanlia is a grBv^^aid of old ships, and 
every depression has added to liie hulks in the 
shallovffi. Qflenl walked on the splinloed decks 
of lie old German liner Prasident after she had 
been stripped of every titling 1i^ might possibly 
be sold In nine months she was cut down to tlie 
wateriineforsd^ metal. The Prasident in 1917, 
carried a3al for the German raiding cruiser 
Konigsberg. Both ships hid in Ihe Ruflji delta; 
but natives reported the position of the Prasident 
and boats from RM.S. Clrfsmc^jturedhea: In 
the chartiious^ a German chart of the delta was 
found ~ and with it a due to the Koni^iberg. 
Shelled hy tiie mDnitor Severn, ttie Prasiderrt 
settled down on the bed of the river After the 
aimislice a South African salvage firm raised her 
at QKimniB expense and towed herto Saldanlia 
BcR^. I was told that she hal cost neariy £100,000 
by tlKit time but slie was found to be useless, 
emd the shipbreaters got her for a foA^ hundreds. 



Two odia: ships that lay for years in Saldanha 
Bay weae die steel sailing ships ObetTDn and 
Soimd of JuEa. They \ve*e sistEss, built within a 
few yaids of each otlio: at Glasgow dining the 
'nineties of the last ceaituiy. Aftea: sailing the 
oceans for neoriy forty yeais they eaided tlieir 
careEss in the same coniG*^ of Saldanha Bay. 

The islands of Saldanha possess lichGs voy 
diffeaBnt from flie JuU^i Island treasure which I 
have desciibed. Mal^as Island was Mad^ascar 
Island in Ihe Diibdi East India dc^; but teen±ng 
thousands of South African gannet (locally 
known as mal^as) have made flieir borne fhero 
and givai llor name to Ihe island The seas 
sweep dangeously lound Malagas. Landing is 
possible only ty dinghy, and Iheai the visitor has 
Id wait his ctence, le^acoDsstoaflatiockand 
dimb on to the island befoie the nect swell 
catches him. 

Na^ettliGless, it is worth risking a cold bEidi to 
see the tirds at close quartGis. The C^3e ganr^s 
are a little smaller than the Scottish "solan- 
goose" species, and their tails aie tJ.ack instead 
of wliite. With tliEir y^low heads and w^te 



piumagq, tiiey are extnEaneiy handsome. On the 
island they cover tlie few acres in deaisq. mass 
foniiaHon, al^vE^'s facing into the wind Flying 
they f^^jear nonchalant imtil a fish is spied. Then 
liiEy ^vill dive for three hundred feet ™th vdngs 
folded - a spectacular dive as uneoing as a 
bullet. Peculiar fcreathing arrangEgnents enable 
tliEari to remain below^ the surface for nearly four 
mirrutes. Seidom does a garm^ eiiietge without a 
fish 

Nests aiebuiit of dried seow^d, and the male 
biid assists the female in hatching Ihe sii^e egg. 
The chicks die ty the Ihonsaod owing to Qj^r 
foolish hahit of wandering awc^^ from flieir own 
nests. Parent biids never seem to guide the 
yoimg ones backtD the nest In spate of Ihe heavy 
mortalily, Ihe gannets aie a gieat source of 
revenue to Ihe Union Govemn^nt They are 
more setfled in their habits than otbs:' seetdids, 
and do not forsate their islands wien they cone 
in from the sea each season to breed Mal^as 
Island maintains a high yield of guano year after 
year. 



MarcLB Island took its name fioni a Corporal 
Marcus RobbeljaErt of die EXitch East India 
Company, It is a sanctuaiy for penguins and also 
dLnkets, llie shy Hack connorants of C^De seas. 
The last Saldanlia isle is VondeJing (foundling, 
fringed vAlh rocks and offering neithGr treasure 
legEaid nor tird wealth. 1 cannot sq^ain how this 
island became a foundling, unless theie was once 
a good ship Vondeling w^ch came to grief 
these. 

During the 1939-45 war, Saldanha B3y 
becaiiea"Giiiial1arof the Soirlii". The port war 
sigiHl station aod the coastal batlmes can:e fiist 
thai boom defences were oiganised, followed hy 
a corrfiDlled ninefield right across the entrance; 
This mmefidd provided one of the unsolved 
n^^steries of the war. One night in 1944 the 
InstiunEnls showed that sonrfiing was crossing 
tiie mine&eld. The firing lever was pulled, 
searchlighls went on, waterwas blasted hLmdieds 
of feet into the air. There was nothing on the 
sulfate 

Nsct day a seaich r^ealed soni^hing on the 
floor of tlie bay in the mined area. A divet^ w^it 



down at die fiist opportiinily, but he \vas 
thwarted hy tiie same difficxdt corKiitions w^ch 
had defeated Lethbridge and his meai ceaituries 
befoie. Trawieas swept tlie area and lost thear 
^viie on an obstruction. It nii^it have been rock - 
or a suliMiiarine. Soniediing tried to cioss the 
minefield. That is all that can be said with 
certainty aboLit the Saldfuiha Bay niystE*y. 

Saldanha benefitted by the war^ to tlie extent 
of a jetty and a naval depot but Ihe greatest 
1iansfoiTmi[ion las beeai brought about by the 
watET scheana If Ihoe had beGai fresh watea;- at 
Saldanha in the d^'s of Van Riebeecl^ tlie 
jEesent city of C^)e Town would never have 
giDwni_5Din1hestedDwof TahleMourilain. But 
tiierewas no walte' worth nEntioning - only the 
lain and a few brackish wells. No goveanment 
voted the nxiney for tefping the B&g River 
Iw^ily-flve miles aw^. 

A friend of mine had set iqD w^iat he called a 
' ' Shangrila' ' on the hank of tlie Beig Rive*^. TliGtie 
was a thatcted cottage in this reanote sanctuaiy, 
and he had a boat on the river and conifJete 
dGtacliineait from the poisons of civilisation 1 



oftGii drove l^d tiiGt:e vAlh him and shared this 
solitude for a ^veekeaid. EXong tlie war my 
fiiend setved in the Middle East Oii liis i^tLim to 
C^De Town he lost no time in heading for his 
"Shangiila". Visions of tiie place had beeai in his 
mind oftoi enou^ in the Western Desert 
Imagine liis disgust wlieai he found a laige 
pumping station li^it alongside his paoperly, and 
scoies of nEitive labourers bathing hfq^pily in the 
liver. By this means, however, Saldanha now 
receives 600,000 gallons of fiesh v*/ater every 
d^y. My fiiend found some consolation in the 
fact tiiEtt he \vas aHe to seJl his sanctuary at a 
jiofit. He has now gone fiirtiiEr a field, out of 
reach of progress. 

Such is the great hsy which a crafly governor 
boijght fioni Ite HottaitDls for a few trintets. I 
iMnk fondly of Saldanha because I have found 
lest and sheHe:- Hjbb after mar^ a terd sail. In 
winter, Ihe wet C^ie winter, Saldanha basis 
unde:' Hie sun. There are ni^ils wlien the wliole 
b^ and lagoon are sh^s of unrippled silvo:; it 
was on siiii a night liet I steamed out wilh 
MoiuhOlsento hunt the great Miie whales. 1 was 



in the fiist aeiDpiane that ever landed at Saldanls 
- a twiroigined Handley P^e ia 1919, a very 
different conception from the CaiaLmas 1 saw 
patioltLng Ihere a quarter of a ceaituiy later 

Saldanha was my favourite ^veekeaid run in 
die days vdien motoring called for some 
mechanical skill. 1 watclied the time cut down 
from six liorns to two. The little liotel at Hoetjies 
Bay, crouching in tlie sarxi \vith its old gramo- 
piiorre grindirrg out a dram£dic recorid called 
"Wreck of a Troopship" ... this hotel is now two 
storeys hi^% with running water in eve*y room. 
Still, Saldanha lias not changed much, beyond 
the village. Van Riefceeck liimseif would still be 
at home in maiiy an unspoilt comer of the bay. 



Chapter? 
W^LD Coast, Calm River 

Could you maik tlie position of St Helena 
Bc^^ on a blank m^ of South Africa? Ar^ 
member of an air cie^^ wbo had been stationed 
near C^je Town would be suo::essful; but this 



huge hay is still unknown to most peopie living 
within a hundred niiles of it. 

St. fMGina Bc^ is only eighly niles fioin 
C^je Town by air. It mates a gieat cinve in the 
west coast bGyondSaldanha, arri the charts show 
TOBxsf off lyii^ le^ and lucte. The Bog River 
luns into Ihe bc^. I know liie place because I 
have sailed up Iheie in small yachlls, flown over 
it and driven tlieie along sandy tracks. But it is 
stQlalonGly b^ onawUdcoast- a bey with an 
adventnroiis stoiy. Ships aie not safe l^sre in all 
weathers. Qffehoie leefe hcive datmed mar^^ 
vessds; Ihe anchorages are cabn only during tte 
sumrrer months. 

Na^ettheJess tiiEt:e is a stiong and lEfiesbing 
flavour of the sea in the little settleni^its on its 
shores - PEibEanoster, Stonipneus and Steenbetg's 
Cov& All thiee aie fisheries; ciawfish factories, 
wealheascan^ed boats, nets and dried fish aie 
fxoniineaTt The stonny coast fcreeds a tou^i race 
of fisliGonen - men vAto sail far northwaLds to 
fill their holds and r^nain at sea for days in 
heavy weath^". 



Vasco da Gama nan:Bd it St Helena Bsy, and 
Itetwas his fiist landing in S^ulh Africa While 
he was on shore, fixtiig his position by cross- 
staff or astrolabe, HotlHLibt beachcombers 
carrying fliebrands q:peared. They were 
gathering hedDS and honey, and the Porti^uese 
decided to entEriaiii them on board ship that 
ntght No record of the rrenu or wine list 
remains. The crafly exploreis sliowed the 
savages pearls, gold, silver and spices in the 
hope of being led to the source of Ihese riches. 
They were dis^jporitoi A fight arose on shore 
nect da^ - Vasco's n^n using Ih^:' crossbows 
and the Hottentols hurhng assegais. Aftea:' a 
wtele and seal hunt and a crawfishcafching 
Qcpedition, Vasco da Gama filled his water casks 
in the Berg Riverand departed. 

Tlie Dutch East India ships called at St 
Helena Be^ occasionally to bartEr cattiq. and the 
Company Ixnlt banacks for a small garason near 
Steenbetg's Cove Tlie [Jace was called Soldateii 
Past; and the ruins aie still to be seen. 

It was not unlil 1835, however, fiel a man of 
great enterpalse, Mr J.C. Steffcan, bought a 



trading site on tiie shorGS of St HeJeaia Bay and 
started opeaiing Lp llie district He selected 
Stonipieus Bay for his fiist fishing station. His 
son Call assisted him. Up to that time Cari had 
been sailing in his fatiiEa's ciMer, canying 
jBTxlLice from the Beig River to Tatle filly. The 
puichase of Stoiiipn^is foinided the prosperous 
fimi M^ch in later years became known as 
Steplian Biotiiers; for a marvelloLB snoeking 
season duiing tiie fiist year enatJed the price to 
be paid ouhi^it The snoek were sold in 
Mauritius, and tiie schooner letumed with a 
pofitafcle caigo of SLigar. 

In1ix)sedc^s1heiBweBalwc^svvift double- 
eaided whaleboats leady to dashoiitof theoDves 
of St BM^^Bc^^ when the spout of a whale was 
lepoited Spennv^Kles, hurrpbacks eaid fiimers 
weaB plentiful Hien, and mRn flung hcapooiB hy 
hcttid from open boats. 

The old fisliemien of St Heleaia Bay 
leaneaiib^:' those hunts. The boats, witii their fine 
lines, ^vere designed for fast pulling or sailing. 
Much depended on tlie daring and skill of the 
skipper. He stood with his et^Tteenfoot steering 



oar and sliouted :"Stem all - stem all for your 
lives," vdien awiiale turned witbjaws wide open 
to attack tlie boat If the crew were not quick 
eaiou^ the boats woidd be cruslied Headstones 
in tlie village burial giounds teJl the rest of the 
tale. 

The wtele line was soft, sliong Manila - two 
hundred fathouB of it coiled spiially in a tub in 
Ihe stem They oolled the iLoe carefully and Irft 
Ihe Old free, so that the boat might Mve when the 
wounded whale t3ok all the iLoe and sounded 
MoiB often Ihe whale became exlTansled befoie 
all the Ime had gone. Then lie lx)at would lange 
alongside cautrously, giving the terpooiiGa:' a 
chance to plunge his sl^rp lance into a vital spot 

A despet:ate gEune it was, reacting a heavy toll 
in human life. The inodetn explosive liarpoon 
lias taken almost all the dangE*^ oub of it 

I lenEsmbervery deady n^^ fiistvoyage t3 St 
fMeaia Bey in a snail but stuidy twinsciav 
mot^r cruiser owned by a ftierid The fiist part of 
Ihe lun, from Table Bey to Saldanha, was easy, 
for there aie no off lying dangers. During the 
night one mDiorbrote down, and as no one cared 



to UnkET with it in an enginetTDoni filled with the 
BEOina of pEtLaffiTt we put into Hoeyies Bay for 
rGpEuis. Next morning my pffohJegns begaa for 1 
was navigator and the coastline between 
Saldanha and St Heieaia Bay has eaided the 
careEss of many paofessional seamen. 

Soon the litlie cruiser was pitchirig inb the 
long swell while 1 peesied ahead ttitough the 
adii^ sunshine tying Id identify the i^s and 
landmaris shown on the chart A ttmeeknot 
cunenthadto berBck^nedwilh. 1 had to fix our 
positions fiequenHy to s^ ODurse dear of all foul 
ground off tot menacing shoiB. 

One pJace 1 recognised, Jacob Bay, was 
guarded ty a grinx waveswept isl^ called Jacob 
Rock. 1 had been to Jacob Bay by land and met a 
wondErful old Swede wlio lived tlieie in a 
RoHnson Cnisoe shack for thirty years. Olsen 
was 81 wlieai 1 called on him, and he is dead 
now; bub he told me a grand tale of his striig^e 
with the sea. He liad sailed in ships of eve^y rig 
and he came to C^3e Town in 1904^ in a 
"spoutet" - a New Bedford vdialer. He decided to 



take his share of the catch, a magnificent pay- 
dE^ of £300, and sign off. 

" I was cooper and 1 looted aftesrlhe dontey- 
Ga^ine, too, so Ihat hrought rr^ double mDiiGy," 
Olsen loldrrE. "SometLmes a vAaling cruise was 
unluc]^ and rnen got rod Id nolhing for Ihr^ 
years' work But 30 yeais ^o rr^^ eyes were 
good - 1 often dainied Ihe leivard of five dollars 
and tEai pounds of tobacoo for sighting a wtela 
Ay^ four men aloft rn Ihe barrels, and I was the 
first Id shouL" 

"WhatM^astlie shout?" tasked him. 

"Tharliowte!" bellowed Olsen {"ThsBshe 
blows," is tiie fiction veasron) "TlKir blow 'ee - 
andsparmatfhat! Sparmwaslheoneforafight 
IVe seen a boat smashed and Meted into fhearr. 
I can see it now, the men seeroed Id come down 
mich slower that Hie bils of boat " 

Most of Olseais £1,300 vanistied in a leckless 
spffeeinC^DeTown; bub lie kept enou^ to biTy a 
small cutter. Wheal Olseai leiuctandy scr^zped 
lie*^ she was etc^rby yeais old. In this boat Olsen 
weait sealing witli othei" tou^ Scandinavians at 
Jacob Rock, the isle^ 1 have menlioned, about a 



mile offshore fioin Jacob Bay. A good season 
meant hundreds of pounds in cash. 

Olseai had irede himself a sealskin hat and 
waisfcoat The hiit was an original design, a 
nHiveLloijs hat with a stovepipe top aod acuived 
hrim such as no othGr man 1^ ever worn on 
land or sea Olsen's sleek had been enriched 
fronitLmetotimeby thefiddesea Fiagmenlsof 
wrecks had been eanbodied in it- a door from the 
steamer Haddon HaU, a sohlary porthole from 
anolhervesssd, a bunk from a third The Utile, 
sti^gling jiac^ douched down in the bushes 
near Ihe shore, so tliat you might have sailed into 
tiie b^ and seen nothing moie Hian Cad Olseai's 
weatJiercock. On the beach lay several 
abandoned, rotting flstring boais. "Oh ^e - it's a 
graveyard of Ihe sea," romaited Olsea 

Jacob Bay is a fdace of refiKje ofteai used hy 
Ihe Saldanlia fishenneai vdien they are cau^it 
outside in heavy weatliG*^, In good limes, snoek 
worth £1,000 niE^' be landed at this jiJace in the 
course of a favouiatJe season. Rocks and 
bouldess hreak the force of the seas at the 



eaitiancq, and the ds^^di of three fathoms riiakes 
the anchorage safe. 

1 am hack on hoard the rmtorcmiser, steeaing 
northwards towards St Helena Be^. Now Ihere 
is a rress of granite bouldeas on the coast No 
nlstete about the bold beadlanl 1 tDokbearings, 
chected Ihe distance lun and pncted the ctert 
Willi satrsfection and roiief. This was C^je 
Columbine, whero men were at work buQdii^ a 
great white Ughlhouse (The four milLron 
candlgjowe:' dectric lanp was swilched on at 
C^je Columbine in October, 1936). 

Aiiiid the sand and reefs of C^3e Columhine 
lie the bones of EXitch East India ships and the 
steeJ [dates of modem passeaige^ lineis. 
Cbluiiihine takes its name from the baique 
Columhinq, wrecked theae in 1829. Not far away 
is Soldier's Reef, a name w^ch sjaeaks for its^f 
when you know tliat in 187G the troopship St 
I^awieaice was lost tlie*e. 

Soldiers' Rerf clauned anolher victim on 
October 23, 1910 - Ihe fine Portuguese mail 
steariEsr Lisboa. Allhough the weaiho:' was calm, 
Ihere was an accident while one of the boafe was 



beiiig launched, aiid seven peofJe \vet:e diowiied. 
The lest readied liie shoie safely in the boats. 
The LJsboa was the first ship to send oiit the 
witness distress call in South African ^vatetis. 

There weae bulls on boettd lie LisbDa, 
destiiiedforlheiiiigatLoijrEoxjMaiques, and a 
caigo of led wine in banels down below. For 
liiree weeks tha Lisboa lemained flndy on the 
locks, looking as Ibough she was at aiichor. 
Salvage vessds saved the bulls, and ttie ciev\« 
also haDught awE^ Uvenly magnificent 
washslands and a number of hsaidsonE, carved 
saloon dEflis. 1 have specimEais in n^ seaside 
cottage bearing the ciest of the Enp:E2a 
Nadonal de Navegacao. The washstand is of 
sons darii hardwood, and it stands ovsi-six feet 
high. Thereisagoodninor Every time I bmsh 
n^' iKir 1 think of liie passengers on boaid the 
Lisboa who used Ibe same glass - Porttguese 
giandees bound for Ibe African colonies, soldiers 
of fortune, men and won^n who looted into the 
ninor and passed on... Perb^jslshallim^inea 
swartl^ fat^ at n^^ shoulder one eveanng. 



Many^ of the w^ieat faniiG£s in the St Helena 
Bay district gained riclKi" souvenirs of the 
Lisboa. They liEEve fine sets of silvet^ pJatei, \rays 
and sLigaibowis, all stamped with the ship's 
nanie. When the Lisboa broke l^d in a gale at last 
the sea was stained red for miles with h^: wine. 
Scores of barrels caine ashore. Customs officeas 
did thear best to guard this ddicious flotsam; but 
in spate of their efforts mariy barrels wet:e 
dragged away at ni^it arxl buried among the 
sarxi dunes. One man was crushed to death by a 
huge cask ^vliich ran back wliile tlie donkeys 
\ve«e liauling it l^d a steep sandhill. Mariy casks 
remain buried, and no doubt nicely matured, to 
this day - tliose w^io salved them forgot the 
positions of the hiding places. Tlie rusty boileis 
of the Lisboa m^y still be seeai above tiie surf; 
but tiie \vine seems to have been swallowed rqD 
by the sand for eves:. 

In June, 1944, only a fetv miles off Cepe 
Colurnhine, oo::uned one of the liagic 
coincidences of Ibe wan A small exGerman 
cargo steariET, wincb had been seized by Ibe 
Union Govenmentcfl; the oulbreak of war, meta 



GEmian sukmarine aiid \vas toiped^ed. Twemty 
lives w€a:e lost One of the lifeboats filled with 
survivoiB made hear landfall at CsqpB Coluiiihine 
li^ithoLise. The iiaine of tlie lost ship ^vas the 
C^De Coluiiihine. 

PalEjmostea; the little fishtng vUl^e Id the 
north of Cepe Columtan^ leiells a very old 
shipwieck fiDin which a RoiiBn Cattiolic priest 
was saved, ffe gave thanks on the beach for his 
dGJiveiance, and the village was naniedaflEarhls 
jE^er. 

As I have said, the Be*g River runs into St 
He^eaia Bay, and theie at the eaid of a long day's 
cruise the small yacht came to anclior. A 
fisliGamaii acting as pilot, fcaougiit us across the 
bar and up the river to Laaijideic - the old loading 
fiace near the moulh. Het:^ too, the legeaid of the 
famous old StE^ian fcrolliGcs lingets. This fJace 
became the headquarters of thear ship|:ang 
trading fishing and farming enterposes. 

At Ihe beginnii^ of tlie centuiy, before Hiere 
w^ evenananow-gaugeiailw^ in Ihe disliict 
Laatplekwasaflourishit^pori. Thsy still talk of 
Cad Steftem's achieveaiiEaife in these parts. They 



Ml (hestDry of theNoGa^ a wooden sailir^ ship 
of about 400 tons, which went aground at the 
Beig River rroi-rih. The seas break whitB on the 
bar, Ihe Pittance is only 40 yards wide and made 
more dangeauus by sandbanks. Cad Steplian 
bought the wreck for next to nothing, salved the 
cargo and then sailed the NeGSB beself 
tiunfiently up the river. 

Hi^ and diy on the mud, the Neere lemained 
in the Beig Riv^ as a stoie ship for vdieat and 
wool for 50 yeais. Cad's Ixother William used to 
live in the c^Dtain's cataix wliile the fo'c'sle was 
filled Vfcitli labourers. The ship v^^as the firm's 
countinghouse. Smaller vesseis came alongside 
to load. During the South African War, w4ien 
GeaierEd Smuts made his great commando raid 
into the C^De Coloiiy, the Neet:e was fitted ip as 
a foit. So many guns and sandbags ^veg:e placed 
on deck that the soldiers finally fccoke the old 
Neere's back. H^" keeJ snapped and slie leaked, 
but she lemained in the river until 1907, vdien. 
she was destroyed by fiie. 

Marry ships of the Stephanfl^; were built on 
Ihe Beig River - gallant little cutters lite the 



Good Hopo. which weait down willi a caigo of 
coal off St HeJeaia Bay not so long ago. TTiGtie 
was die OlivQ, loaded ™tii grain, vviiich inade a 
fatal dive into a huge sea near tlie Saldanha 
entrance and did not rise again The HopEfield 
Packet Greyhound, and White Maria \veie 
odiGss - sizJeaidid schooneais, manned by sailor- 
niEn of a liard school . 

The lest of seonBiiship s^ by Caii Stephan 
befoie he gave command of one of his vessels Id 
a young mate was severe Indeed. The man 
seeking proinotion had to late one of the laige 
dected ciitteis over Hie Beig Rivei^barand back 
agaiiiliilD Ihe river wilii a stiff nortiiedy breeze 
Uowing. Even in a motor culte' tiie navigation of 
Ihe Berg River bar is consideied a difficult lask 
Mar^ lives have been lost on this menacing 
bEoier of leef and sand fishsmen aie drowned 
thee to iMs day. Sl^lsn's cutteas were drivGai, 
only ty their sails. The man who carre through 
1i£(t oideal was aieal master nHiinei: 

At oiie time ships Lised to anclior in St. Hd.Eaia 
Bay and seaid their boats up the Be^g River on 
the flood tide with their water casks in tow. 



Wlieai tiiey^ had lowed about five miles they 
wfl[>uld wait for the last of the eiiit knock oitt the 
bun^, and fill the casks with occeileait fi:esh 

water. The Betg River is one of the veay f^A^ 
iiEivigEifcie rivers in tlie C^De Province. A vessel 
of five feet drau^it can leach a point 44 miles 
fiom the mouth in winter. 

During WLnter floods liie honks of the Beig 
Riveg: overflow, naich of the oounhy is 
suhnieiyed, and thetoneait of fresh watea: pours 
far oi_ri: to sea Farmers are alie Id step into a 
dingly dose Id iLeir hon^steads and low for 
niles to visit their neighbours. They do not mind 
liiese floods, for a rich silt is hroiight down and 
spread out over their lands. 

The river has been, surveyed s^eral limes 
with the i<^a of deepeniiig the bar and makincj 
the eaitiance safe. Even now a vessel drawing six 
or seveai feet of water inay eaiter the river at lii^ 
tide So ^vlieai you sail into the Beag Riv«" on 
some [Jeasuie cruise of the future and make fast 
to the old wiiaif at LaaijJek, tiiink of tiie men 
who once made tliis pJ.ace a village of adventme 
and romance. Heg:e bearded fanners came, after 



tiEkJdng for 50 niiles with tiiGtr wagons, to seJl 
liiEir grain to Cari Ste^iiiaix the king of the riv€i:. 
Hesie they met tlie daring men of the scbaonGis 
and cutters, sailois of a vanislied flee*, I pactme 
them talking round liie fiies at niglit ^vith the 
m^^ of the cnttegs Hack against the inoon and 
the riding limits of tiie sdioonetiB Reaming down 
the bay outside. 

The last Mppopolamus in the Beog RLvei^ was 
shot within living menioiy. Bxishman hunlers 
stQl inhabited liie banks of Ihe Beig Rivegi-when 
liie Dubdi East India Conpaii^'s exploiers fiist 
nede w^on tracks north of Ccfie Towa These 
Bnslimen looted upjn the hippos as tiieir "loyal 
game "; and for Ihen the shooting of hippo by 
Ihe vAr]b invadeis was a serious matter. Th^ 
food SL^jply was fhieatGned. When Ih^ letah- 
ated they became ouliaws; many roving 
Bxishman baods were wiped out, and the rest 
were driven awey from the thin fringe of 
Enropeetti civilisation 

The hippos remained in the rivGr and were 
sniped at by fanners from time to time. If these 
faimetiB liad possessed modem rifles thes:e would 



not liEive beeai even a solitary hippo alive in the 
Begg River at the beginning of the last century. 
But tlie muzzleJoadeais did litde damage, me*^y 
pe^ipGong tiie twoinch hippo hides. Hippos in a 
river foim a poor target at the best of times. They 
can keep beiow the w^ater for t^i minutes or 
longet:; wlieai they do etiieage only the rxjstiils 
and eyes ^ipear above tlie surface. Like mariy 
other greEit beasts, they only come out into the 
opeai to feed at ni^it 

Giadually the Berg River hippos weaB Ihinned 
out, however, until, in 1803, Governor Tulbagh 
inposed a pepally of a thousand gitldes for 
destroying a "liver hoise". The hippos seoiied to 
realise that they were heug protected; for soon 
we hear of them boldly waLkii^ round &e house 
of a fanner at flie river noulh ia dcyhght 
SomelinES th^ swam out \d sea, hut alw^« 
Ihey i^mied to the Beig River 

They ^veaie a great nuisance, for a hippo walks 
throu^i fences, over tienclies and eveai throi*^ 
barfDed wiie entan^emeaits as if tiiE^ did not 
odst Ciops and vegEtafcJes look as thou^ a 
team roller had passed over tliean. 



Wheii James Holniaii paddled down die Beag 
RivE*^ from Tulba^ to the moulii in a canoe a 
bundled years ago he rGf»rted that four old 
hippos and two young ones were left. In spite of 
the pcotectioii, a good inaiiy tons of tasty liippo 
meait must have beeai consumed in the 
homesteads along the rivei". The ribs of the 
hippo, too, are covered with a deiicate fat w^ch 
was known to tiie farmers as "zeekoe spek" - it 
made wonderful pastry. 

Ccfje Town newsp^ses began to lecoid the 
death of the last Beg River hippo as eariy as 
December 6, 1841. This "last hippo" was shot 
again and ^ain during tiie next tweniy-Gaght 
years. A hippo was stuEfed for the South African 
Museum in 1853 and mourned as the last The 
geamtne last hippo of tiie Beag River foolishly 
attadffid two colomed boys, who were battling, 
and killed one of them. Mr. MdcK thefenns'on 
\\4iose land ttiis occuned, shot the hippo. It 
measured 11 fe^ 6 inches from snout to tip of 
Ihe tBQ, and w^ghed 3,000 lbs. That was in 
1869, so that there mey still be old iren in the 
district who leroeniber the incident 



Tliou^i ^ve may d^Aore llie passing of the 
Beag RivGa: hif^Dos, it is not difficult to 
imdEsstand vdiy they wE^e thinned oub by the 
fann€t:s and finally exteaminated. Hemy 
LichteaistGin, the famoLis Gemiaii trav€ll€r, 
writing at llie time of his visit to the Beig River 
in 1802, s£^: "These river horses often came 
ashore at ni^it and did gieat damage in the 
fields, not only eating the young corn, but 
trampng down a greEib deal more with tiieir 
iieavy unwieldy feet." 

So now I know tiKit 1 can swim without fear 
of agieatdari^sli^jesiiifaily em^ging to diag 
ne under. Bathing is safe, y^ sorre of the 
fasducdion of the Berg River departed with the 
last hippo. 1 s^an to hear on the eaidiuni of 
DDEaixiiy, Ihe voice of Ihe last, lone hippo - the 
booming sound Ihat Stacpoole calls "a deep 
oigan note, unllte the sound enilfed by ar^ 
other cieatuie on earth". Now only the catHe 
slafe their thitstliere, and nofhiig remains of flie 
Beig River hippos but flieir favourite playground 
called Zeek}e Eiland {Hippo Island) to this d^. 



One last memory of St HE^Gna Bay - a sea 
raysteay liiat has i^vei: been solved. 

Heavy seas from Ihe noith in Me^^, 1932, 
threw a barnacle eaicrusted wooifai hulk on Id 
Ihe iDcks at Steenb^g's Cova At fiist Hie 
fishenEn Ihoiight it was a dead wtel& Then 
lii^ saw it was a ship- or Mf a ship- liiathad 
leeppeated afteryeais on Ihe bed of the ocean 

Fragments of ^vood that fcroke adrift levealed 
signs of scorching; and the tlieoiy was advanced 
that this was an old siiip that had been CEq^tured 
by prates and set on fire aftet^ looting. The ship 
would then have Ixmit down to tiie WEttedine and 
simk. Sarxl would have filled the reanains of the 
hull^ anditwouldhaveiested on tlie bottom until 
stiong cunents scouted out the sand. Then the 
old ship ^vould become a deaelict; drifting just 
beJow the surface;, a meaiEice to navigatioix 
Someone rEaneaiibeaed the dis^zpearancq. in the 
suiiuneg: of 1882, of a fine CfqDe schoonea:, the 
Maria Fredrika 

Loaded wilh oiply casks, the Maria Fiedrife 
hadlrftTahleB^forSaldanha Shewasawell- 
foimd, seawoili:^ schooner wilh a daik past - 



Itey said Ihat under other owners she had been in 
liie "bladd^iidtng" trade, a slaver Id all intenb 
and purposes. For some years before she 
vanished, howev^er, liie Maria Fredrika had led a 
respectable life taking cargo up and down the 
coast CcfftatnManie Fernandez, hernBster, was 
one of the most eipeienced searren in these 
wateis at Ihe tima C^>lBin Fernandez put to sea 
in a howling soiiliteasler - just ttie weather he 
needed for a fast pass^e nortii to Ihe fishing 
stations. Soonafterhelrflj Ihewindincieasedto 
hurricane fori^a A large schooner running reefed 
before Ihe wind, howevea; should not hcR^e been 
ovewhelmed by such conditions. 

That ni^it Mr, H. R- Stejihan, owner of the 
vessel, dreamt that tlie Maria Fiedrika had 
foundeaied with all hfuids near Dassen Island. 
Messages weie seait to Saldanlia and other ports 
asking for n^vs of liear, but no news came. There 
was not a body, not n spar or lifebuoy washed 
ashore to suggest the fate of the Maria Fredrika. 

The son and grandson of C^tein Fenendez, 
remernbering Ihe Maria Fiedril^ madeaijuiries 
about the huik at St tMena Bsy. They foimd 



liiat certain d^^ails tallied wilii liie description of 
liie lost schoon^:; and they became convinced 
liiat aftea: fifty yeais the Maria Fiedrika had 
iiB^:(3eared like a ^lost 

The most iiiportant dvB, Id iq/ mmd, was 
1i^ of the scoiched planking. A disasttuus fiie 
would account for the tolal loss of a schooner, 
wiach could hardly have b^ai destroyed ty the 
sea during a shori: ooaslal pass^a The weather, 
of oouise, would have swanjied the hoals. 

Marry old seamen examined tliewreclc but no 
definite clue coidd be fouud. At last Customs 
officials fcroke Lp the bEttteted hull to retnove a 
dangE*^ to ship^ng. The stoiy of tiie scoiched 
hull retiiains a seciet of St Heieaia B^. 



Chapters 
T>iE Lost Valley 

I am dieaining over tiie chari: on boaid a 
small yacht In liie Beig River. The v^hole coast 
to Ihe Oiange River lies before me - Ihe wUd 
coast of fog aisl surf, sand dunes and diamonds. 



Already 1 know most of Ihe htde harixmis; but 
here is a name Ihait arouses n^ curiosily . 

Verioren Vallei SBys the chart - " Lost 
Valley" . At once I know that 1 must s^ out in 
quest of the Lost Valley. Tlieae it is, less tiian 
forty miles fiom where 1 am sittings and 1 liave 
nevea: seen it At the end of tlie valley is a sliglit 
indentation called Eland's Bay. Tte sailing 
directions advise caution No anchorage is 
sliown on the chart and the 'Africa Hlot" de- 
clares tdund.y; "Vessels ^:(3Loaching this part of 
the coast cannot be too caieful. as it has not y^ 
been (xopetiy sounded". In the face of these 
difficulties 1 decide to go by load. 

The route leads liiiDiigh Hquetberg and then 
along the narrow vM road Id the sea The vlei 
shoiid really be seen in winter, wheal the reeds 
aie green and weaver tards manoeuvre round 
their nesls. Then Ihe water flows down the 
lenglii of the valley and breaks through the 
blind mouth Id join the SonlhAlianlic. Yet even 
insiinimerlhesceneisnotwilhoijtbeauly. The 
people of the "Lost Valley" prefGa;- Id build 
homesteads of the old type; tteteh and gables, 



clay avEais and ^vliitewashed wells are more 
fMT[>iiiiiiGait liian corrugated iron. For miles liie 
road is lined vdth gaidsais. Palms aixl 
pmnpJdns, eveai bananas, may be seem gtowiitg. 
1 noticed moie turkeys in a daiy liian 1 had seem 
for years. 

Carp exist In the muddy pools during the 
surroEsr, and flourish In wlntGa:' when the vlei 
bea3mesawideeq)anseformLles. You observe 
Ihe flist boals not long after leaving Redeling- 
huis. Blids and rtEsnrnust feast on fish when the 
vlei is full. 

Flamingo's find sancttiEay tiiegje. Loii^illed 
beaoiis nest in the leedbeds. Cranes aixl g[>ldEai 
cuckoos, gEty sugar fcircfe and finches give life 
aixl colour to liie "Lost Valley". 

Arxl so at last the huge brown headland 
cppears, naridng the end of the valley. Now 
you mnst tiBvel cautioiisly, tesUng Ihe liack 
ahead for heavy sand. White dunes cfjpear, wilh 
a store and postal agoicy overiookingthesea 

Eland's Be^' has hvo crtha" names - C^do 
Deseada and Baboon Point 1 liaced a dozen 



giotesqi*e baboon faces in the rocks that rise to 
six hundred feet and dominate the bay. 

You must go on foot to Baboon Point along 
Ihe hard beach, past the sandliocted vlei mouth, 
ovarrDcks and dunes. I saw tlie little pass^e in 
Ihe reef where Ihe fishemiai haul theii^ hoate on 
shorR This is safe when souih^y winds blow; 
but at other UriES Ihe dating fishennen run for a 
httle nook on Baboon Point ilself. Waiting for 
Ihe right mDment boat after boat laces for a 
sloping, seawashed boulder. The boats are 
iKuled i_5D on to Ihe granite, and the Ccfches 
landed. Lives l^ve been lost on Ihis dangerous 
point About thiity boals, worted hy ^ghiy men 
{who combine fishii^ with farming), venture out 
from Eland's Bey. They SLj^iy the wiiole valley 
wilh snoek in the season. Crawfish are caught 
and loaded inte nxitoruntters from St Helena 
Bay and Lambert B^. 

Hand's B^, in January, 1918, was the scene 
of an odd incicfent that is still discussed in the 
valley. Mr. Ahraham Loutv and his son G^X 
fannetis visiting the beach by csaX found a queer 
m^al object w^ch they wet:e unatJ.e to idG«tify. 



ThEt:e was a c^ wiiich they unscrewed, and a 
txrjwn liquid tiiclded ouL They tasted it, 
siispecting molasses, pGtiiEqDS, but w^ESie none the 
wisGa:. 

Sending for took. Hie deleraaned Mr. Louw 
now attacted lie nietal oontatner with sledge 
liRiTmRr and cold chisel. Still he was unable Id 
leach the rr^sterious interior. Then son Geit had 
an inspiratLon. He put a malch to the hquid, and 
in a nnmait there was a furance that roaied up 
Id hNo hundied feet The hoise bolted with the 
cart, and befoie Mr. Louw seaitor could junp 
dear he ted lost his beaid iQ the flanks. 

Police investigEibsd the affair, and niade out a 
rE^DOit wliich fccou^it a naval officer from 
Simonstown to the scene. The expert found that 
the Louws, in all innoceaicq, had beeai liaiidling a 
Gennan mine dropped by the raideg: Wolf. They 
had dismantled the priinea: with a tiiiopGnea: and 
chop^jed off the horns. Tlie hcown liquid they 
had tasted was T.N.T. The only mystery that 
remained \vas wiiy tte mine had not sqJoded. 1 
beiieve the mine is still to be se^i at 
Simonstown 



A gieat hush lested over 1he"]jDst Valley" for 
nEtt^ yeais afler that iodd^it Not until March, 
1941, did the name of Eland's Be^ cfjiear in the 
headlines, and then it was as the lesult of an air 
disastei^fhat shocted the Union 

Down the coast in dsaise fog loared a Lockeed 
Lodestar aiding", bound from Walvis Bay to 
C^De Town. The plot had beeai flying ovea: the 
sea; but evidGmtly hoping to si^rt a landmadc he 
came low beneath tlie fog and turned towards the 
coast Tliis is an old tiick wliich usually enat^es 
a plot to find his bearings. On this occasion, 
lioweve*', he suddenly found liiinse^f over the 
land instead of the sea. A few seconds later he 
struck the lii^ ridge of CBpB Deseada and all on 
board we*e killed instantly. 

The dead included Rear-Adniial G. W. 
Hallifh y, fiist DitBctor of Seawaid Defence, two 
other senior officeis, the ci^v of four and thi^ 
civilian passengers. 

If you can \valk fourteen miles along the 
sandy tracks north of Eland's Bay you will 
tnjdge at last into another of South Africa's little- 
known liarf^ouis. 



This is Lambeit B^ on liie rainless coast of 
liie Sandveid, port and lioliday resort of the 
Clanwilliani district It is reanote. I have travelled 
by road, neady Uvo hundred miles from C^De 
Town to reach it; and in the sweiteriiig valley at 
Clanwilliam. ™.th the tegnpeaatuie 110 degrees 
in the sliadq, 1 learried why the farmers love to 
dash down the hard road to their neat cottages at 
"the Bay". 

Within a fev miles of Lanteit Bc^ liie heat 
vanishes, and sea bieezes ple^ on grilled faces. 
The cold AflanHc cunent which sweeps \ip the 
western seaboard for hnodieds of niiles is 
lesponsilie for the clange. Even the fogs caused 
by the dash of icy sea and hot winds are 
paeferabie to liie sunbaked Sandvdd. 

I^ambeit Bay is noteworthy as the scene of 
one of the "naval actions" of the South African 
War, Colonei IDeneys Reitz, in "Commando ", 
described the incideait. Some of the buigiiGis of 
the raiding commando reached the co^^ and 
found a small British gunboat at anchor c£f 
I^ambert Bay. The^ fired on her from the dunes. 



the gLmboat pconiptiy relied, and tiie eaigage- 
nieait ended witliout a casualty on either side 

It was during liie same period that RM.S. 
^tdl was lost six miles south of Lambert Be^; 
but liiis was due to fog, not figlitii^. Her guns 
weae salved. The wreck could still be s^aiat low 
tide in recent years. 

Long ago, before the coming of llie rEdlway, 
the grain and ptoduce of the district ^vas shipped 
in StE^ian's ships from I^anibeit Bay. The 
railway almostwdped out the flourishing se^3ort 
Then came the crawfish factories and a revival of 
p^ospeaity. Some of tlie fisheimen work during 
the guano collecting season on Penguin Islet. 
This faring wiiite isl^ dominates the village It 
is forty feet hi^i, and only a narrow rocky 
cliannei separates it from the beach. Tliousands 
of fciids, screaming like bansliees, hover and dive 
incessantly round tlie island - a si^rt fascinating 
to watclx and one ^^^ch makes tiielongjoumey 
to Lambeit. Bay worfli while. 

Tony d'Akrerda, our old frieaid of Dassen 
Island, is now in clsrge of Penguin Islet Mar^ 
sacks of valuable guano eob gathered there every 



year, and it is necessary to gtiatd tiie Hrds w^ch 
fKDvide all tliis \vealtiL Tony d'Almeida told me 
tiie stoiy of F^Enguin Islet Birds have been his 
life-long study. "PEtiguin Islet was oiice a 
pEnguin stion^iold," said d'Almeida "A few 
years ago it changed liands and became liie home 
of malagas and duikers. " 

He pointed across liie Channel. I saw Ihe 
voiacious malagas, wilh their yellow necks, on 
tiie flat spaces of Ihe island; and tiie swift black 
duiteas flying ia lines, or resting goiged on Ihe 
locks. 

"Some say that the inalagas suddEaily invaded 
the islet fou^it the penguins, and drove them 
awEy," weait on dAlmeida "Certainly thesie is 
only one small coloiiy of peaigirins huddled 
togedier in a comei: theie today, ineiely toleaated 
by the malagas. But 1 beiieve the peaiguins left 
Peaiguin Islet because the fisheoneai killed them 
and used th^u for bait 1 am sorry liiey have 
gone. Peaiguins are the most amusing and 
interesting birds in the ^vodd. One day I'll write 
a.book aboLit peaiguins - tliey oi*^Tt to make it a 
school book. The inalagas produce a greater 



quantity of guano than tiie peaiguins, bub peaiguin 
guano is richer and better." 

1 lite foUowiDg a river down to ils nx)i_ith. 
Qflen enoi^h the nieeting place of flesh water 
and salt ocean is in reanote connby; often it is a 
scene of old diBOBS all unknown to the 
Ihoiisaiids who dwell inland aloi^ the river 
banks. 

If the river moulii is open to the sea, like the 
Berg River, th^:e is alwEys tlie prospect of a 
cruise in some small craft wliich vAU turn 
inshore at last; forsake deep water and enter the 
river charmed to otpiore a nav and calmer worid. 
Along the C^De west coast there aie only three 
rivers thatflowin^vinter" and summer"- tlie Berg, 
the Olifants and the Orange - and only the Berg 
is navigEiHe. Yet as 1 shall show, there have 
been men daring erK>u^ to take boats in and out 
of the reefs and sandbanks and suif at the moutii 
of the almost inipossiHe Olifants River. 

The Ohfenls bnrsis into the Soiitli Aflantic 
tiiirly miles nortii of LaniDGat Bey. Twice 1 have 
struggled through the sand to fte lonely beach, 



sim]:dy to hear the tales of liie fisliEon^i; 
especially the story of ElefJiant Rock. 

This river iixjiilii is liie spot where a 
seventeenth ceituiy eqjedition buried one of its 
w^oDS and provisions and pushed on 
Doriiiwaids wilii pack QXQL Defeated hy lack of 
water in their quest for Vigiti Magna, they 
returned to find that the Hottentols had burnt the 
wagon and stolen flie ste>ies. It was a haid 
journey back to Table Be^. 

Sir James Alocarxfe readied the Olifants 
moudi during his 1836 expeditioix and stood 
watching the flamiiigDS and flocks of gulls at the 
eaitrance. In a small mat hub he found Hendrik 
van Zyl and liis son spJitling. salting and diying 
fisli. (Todaiy tlie hardegs still cross tiie bar in 
huge shoals and are netted by tiie peojJe of 
Viswatea: village.) AlexandEr crossed to tiie north 
hank in a boat rowed by an ecsoldiGa" vdio had 
setved in Ne^doIcou's anny, a vefceaian of 
Austeditz and Jeaia. 

AnoHier toijgh explorer wbo gave one of Hie 
fiist descriptions of Hie river nnufii was C^jlain 
Beigamin Monell, the American sealer. "This 



riveris not navigable forvessds, nor&^oiboals, 
unless Ihe sea is very snnofh, as Iheie is a bar 
stitching acioss its enliance wilii only two feet 
ofwaleronit" he wrote. "As the westedy swell 
is constanliy heaving in on Hils ooast tiieae are 
g^ieaally heavy breafers on Ihe bar. But wiliiin 
liiis bar there is plenty of water for a large ship 
for liie distance of two miles up the river in fiont 
of a small village, wheie sa^eial Dutch famEsrs 
lesida If there could be a passage cut fhruugh 
tiie bar at the moulh of the river it would be the 
finest barhour on the west 03ast of Africa. " 

And thus ^ve find official commissions and 
scpGcts tieiddng tiuou^i the sand again and 
again at intervals of years and issuing reports and 
schemes for the dredging of a charmeJ into the 
river. The first expert sent by the CapB 
Gov^nment in 1859 was a Mr. P. S. Fletcher, a 
surveyor. He spait tw^ niontlis in this loi»dy 
spot, trjang to discover ^^^Teilier tlie riv«" could 
be turned into a liarbour. Every day he obseaved 
the tidal conditions, the depth of water on the bar 
and the break of the sea at the eaitiarKe. 



Mr. El^chGT ^vas assisted by liie only 
fishEuiian living at ti»e livo:' iiioudi in tliose days- 
Williani Love, ownGr of a \\iialGfooat and 
^/IdGntiy a fine seainan. Besides fishing. Love 
had an inteaiest in the sealing at ElefiJiant Rock, 
tiuee miles fintiiEr up the coast For twenty yeais 
Love SLqiqiJied the meai on El^^hant Rock with, 
fiesh watea: and food. It is notliing more tlian a 
locl^ and if Lx»ve had failed, tiiemenw^iildliave 
peoshed; as indeed some liave died since tiieax 
Love was most patient and ingGnious in pulling 
in and out of the treochetTDiB river moutlL He 
could not negotiate the main channel, but he 
found a way out thiou^ a small channel running 
northwards, between a collection of rocks called 
Hart^3eest Klip and the shoie. 

This was often a despeiaie business, as you 
wlU realise If ever you slnnd on Ihe jaoniontoiy 
ovelooking the Kcufli and the leef sliewn 
ffertebeest Channel. It couLd only be done at 
high water about once in tei dsys. They pulled 
into the clannd and rested on their oars until 
Love saw a chance of taking Ihe double ended 
wteieboal; through Ihe sterpfanged locks to the 



safety of Ihe open sea Love used a Iwenly-siK 
foot steerii^ our; an ahiret inoedible piece of 
limberwhich only an expert oDuld have wiel(ted 
Qflen enough he had to wait for hours in this 
ioc% gulchw^ whQe Ihe surf tiiundered on 
ffeitebeest Khp One, two, sorretimes three seas 
would break as the whaleboat raced towards 
opoi wata: Love alwe^^ made Ihe passage, 
alwc^ returned safdy. He was the only man 
w4io ever^ used the Olifenls River nxjuth 
legulady, and the local fishermai still talk of his 
jiowess. 

Mr. Heteher declared that the HarbEteest 
Channel could be opened, and that cuttetiB 
drawing l^d to six feet would theai be ahJe to 
Qilo: die Olifants and sail for twenty-three miles 
ip tiie livG*^. This wflDuld have opened Lp a 
district w^ch, in those days, depended entirdy 
on Qxwagons for tiansport 

No action was taken by tiie C^je 
GovQument but in 1883 a CcfitaLn M^ was 
senttothemDulhtoieportonthepossibLlities; in 
1888 another official visit took plac^ thepoject 
was invesligated again in 1893; and finally, in 



1928, a Union GovemniGaTt committee examined 
liie proHeni on the spot with, the idea of 
jxoviding a fisliing haibour. Noticing lias yet 
beeai done in spate of all recommendatioiis. It 
seetiis that it will take an atomic exjiJosive to 
dear the Hartefoeest Channel and tLim the 
Olifants into a navigatJe rive*^. 

Two moie odd sloiies about Ihe Oiifents 
moulii bef oie I pass on Id weid Elephant Rock 
Theie is a large island just inside the livea; sonie 
call it Big Islcmd and others Biid Island. 
Son^eliffES it is 250 acres in area; thsai floods 
wash the land aw^ and it dwindles to a bare 
bvdve acies. During one of n^ visits, in 1934^ it 
was not an island at all, for 1 waited on Id it 
along a sandy ridge ftom the beach 

Big Island vjss once the scene of a fatal 
drinking party. I have told you aboub the wieck 
of the PortugLiese liner Lisboa far awEy to the 
soullx and the casks of wine that drifted ashore. 
One cask of diy port drifted all the way to the 
Olifants inoitth witii tlie Bengiie^la ciirrent and 
was seized eag^y hy three fishennerL They 



rolled it on to Big Island, Ixoached it and drank 
until they died. 

The olher Olifants incident 1i^ lingers inn^^ 
njemory was somefrnng 1 saw rr^self. It was a 
laige nntor fishing culte^ at andior in the liva- 
which, according to all the airlhorities, cannot be 
Gsiteedby ar^lhing larger than a whaleboat Yet 
Ihere she was with her hi^ bov\« and counter 
stem. 1 asi^ tiie fisliennKi about her She had 
beenthEaeforayear, Ih^said. The skipper had 
brought her in all right but when he tried totals 
ho:' out he found it was inpossiMe 1 bdleve that 
in the end tiiey haded her out of the water, 
jacted her on to a cotple of w^ons and 
launched her again at Lambert B^. 

Ele^ihant Rock, alive and crawling with seais 
and sea elejihants, niList have been known to 
lumtets for centuries. No doubt tiie Stiandlopeis 
secuied meat theie; and after thoii the 
Hottentots. Biit the first v^te man to make a 
dangE^oiis living oub of the piace was an old 
Swede named Re*Er Melson, eariy last cemtiny. 
Queea: how old Swedes settle on this coast and 
bunt the seals. Theae \vas one you have met the 



"Rotinson Cixisoe" of Jacob's Bay; and tiieae is 
anodiEs;, far away Lp at C^ie Ctoss, w\io you 
will hear aboub much latGr. 

Now here is old Nidson, wilhoiit a boat 
paddling across the dangerous passage Id 
Elephant Rock on a laft "The surf is 
tienEaidous, and fee dange^ of access is so gieat 
ttet no one will accoirpiay hiin on these 
pGailous ecpedilions," wrote the traveller 
Buissinne in 1820. "This man infonned tob that 
with a proper estahjishmait from three to four 
thousand seals me^ be kUled annually. " 

WteiSir James AlscandE*^ was thetie in 1836 
liie NaniaqLia HottGotots told liirn that liiey swam 
tiie iiaiTow^ channel and killed tiie seals for food. 
The pffieseived meat was eaiou^ to keep duee 
bundled of their people alive for a year. 

Two tiadeis named Eddinglon and Kennedy 
wero at work on the island at this period. Th^ 
paid the ffottentets five shillings a skin and sold 
than in C^je Town for eighteGn shillings ^e::€; 
winle in London each skin fetched two or three 
pounds. El^lsnt Rock provides a fasdiBJing 
study in sand fonnalion In winter the sand piles 



xip in tiie channel on the landward side, so that it 
is possible to walk out to the island at low water 
(The island lies about 160 yards from the beach) 
In summer the ctermel is alwe^ at least Uvo or 
three fethonB d^p. It is during Novanbe: and 
December, when the sea gives some protection, 
ttet the seals haul 1:5) to br^ed. 

1 stood on the beach opposite Ele^ihant Rock 
and watched a phenomenon of die sea. TliE*eisa 
continual cross sea l^efeveeai llie island and the 
shor^ waves come round each end of the rocl^ 
advance with w^te crests, meet and liesitate and 
pass on. They form neat geom^ilcal ensigns - 
often a paralleiogram of wat^y forces. 

Mariy men have be^i drowned in that 
dEoneL Some yeais ^o about a dozen rrEsn 
weae clubbii^ seals on the ruck when the sea 
cane i_5) and made it inpDssible for the IxDat to 
leachthan They ledahtlie food and water, and 
they made it last for eight dc^s. Becoming 
desperate, three of the nen plunged into the 
channGl, but only one reached the shore. Thero is 
a cave on Eleplent Rock The men in the cave, 
weak from thirst, saw their coirsades drown and 



decided to rGinain wiiere they WESie. Three died 
befoie help canie to ihe survivors. Now you will 
alwE^'s find barrels of fresh watE*^ and boxes of 
food in the cave for use in eaiie^gencies. 

Elephant Rock is fifty feet tdgli, about two 
bundled yaids long and about the same in 
taeadlh. Youcanseeaclaiii, wiliioneendfixed 
into a ringbolt in Ihe rock long ago. This gives 
Ite seal hunlEas a chaiTce of niDorii^ tior whale- 
boat They clambei^ on slioie with nels, herd tlie 
seals into) ttie cave and dub them there. I saw 
Uubber pols on the beach and dmms filled wilh 
seal oil. Black seal pells, covered with salt^ were 
sb^ched out to diy. These must have been 
thousands of seals on the rock and in the water. 
Elephant Rock has another name, which you will 
find on son:^ chails, but which is no loi^e: used 
hy the seal hunters. It is Monell Island, in 
honour of that fine old sailonnan, C^tBin 
Bergarrin Monell, who made so mar^ 
discoveries aloi^ the Cc^je and Soulii-West 
African coasts. I think he deserved a moie 
inporiant memorial, though Elephant Rock must 
hcive been a jiace afler his own heart Monell 



wasaseaLhunter, and you will travel a long Wc^ 
beforoyou find alaiger colory than the seals of 
Elephant Rock 

North and south of Etefzhant Rock run the 
diamond beaclies. Evety tide swee^ diamonds 
on shoie; and ever since 1927 Hueclad police 
sentries, the most despeaateJy bored meai in the 
Union, have beeai patxoUing tliat lone coast You 
may be suLjicised to learn that the "furthest 
soutli" police camp is only 150 miles fmm Cape 
Town Tlie j:J.ace is called Bamboes Bay, 
because the sea bamboo is piled H^ on the 
beach afte*^ heavy gales. 1 sat in a cave theie with 
tM/o troop^s and listened to their tales of the 
diamond coast. 

One of them pointed to the cliff above the 
canp wheie the Initials "J.M. - SA.P." led been 
painted on the rock TlBt was the Wc^ one 
pohceman led passed the tinE. He ted listed his 
neck climbing ip ths:e with paintpot and hmsh; 
and when he 1^ done it he tecame tired of 
looking at his own initials and decided to paint 
them out ^ain. But he could never reach the 
dangeous ledge. It was too difficult "J.M. - 



S^.P." has left his mark for a long time to come. 
"We'll stick to fishing, and studying for 

fxomotion," said tlie men at Bamboes Bay. 

All the richest depcsils are so well poteded 
Itet the gau^ which oiice dashed Id the coast by 
night and letumed with sacks of rich giavel 
would sland no chance at the present liire. There 
are patches of ground on that coast where, in ten 
ninulES, a nian ni^ coUect diannnds worih 
ffi^OOO. Such places are fenced in. and never Irft 
dona 

Other peaces (such as Toren, to the north of 
tiie Olifants River moudx wiiich 1 visitecjj aie not 
so easily looted. The dianionds lie imder a 
coL^e of feet of sand and graved. It woidd take a 
d^y or two to locate them. So lliere are no 
bamers in these jJaces. Each spot is in chaige of 
tM/o or moie young constahJes, ^^^lo cany out 
daily patrols north and soutli of tlieir stations, 
alwE^'s at low tide. At hi^i w^ter tlie cold South 
Atlantic surf f^otects the diamonds, and the 
police may rest You may call on tliese lonE^y 
policemieai if you ™sh, and stand on beaclies 
whe^e unsuspected wealth Ie^' hiddeai for cg9> 



tunes. But there are strange crimes in 
Naniaqualand, and mai^ things ate fortaddesx 

"Y ou must not cany a spade or even pick iq) a 
pd±ile/' a constable explained Id n]&" When the 
fanneis conie and canp out wilii their families 
on these teaches at New Year, we have to warn 
Ihem that Iheir childien cannot plc^ as olher 
seaside children do, with spades and bixtets." 

The police are al^vays on tiie alett for pot- 
lioles and signs of digging. They Y^^ the cat- 
and-mouse game. When tlie^ fiixl a nsvly dug 
hole in the ground tiiey wait under cove*^ at ni^rt. 
Sooner or later tiie diamond poachets retimx 
Then the law pounces on the«i. No need to pacjve 
they are in possession of diamonds. Thear spades 
and sheepskin shoes (used to deadeai tlie sound 
of footsteps) mark theiir as lawtaeakeas. 

The men in Ihe diamond oulposis welconie a 
laid Weete pass, as a nie, without ecdlement 
and Ihe c^jtuie of a band of laideas m^ lead to 
psDmotLon. 

For a week or two, the life liere is like a 
seaside holiday," one young constatJe told me. 
"Then the heat; followed by wnd or cold sea 



fog. begins to vjonry you. At the end of a year 
you ^vondE*^ ^^^letiiea: you will ever be a normal 
person agsdn A speil of leave does not do much 
good - all the time you are a^v^y there is the 
m^easant thou^it of returning to tliis desola- 
tion. Married men. are na^er sent to the IMama- 
qualand coast If a man marries, he is trHnsferred 
at once. 1 haveknownmenmany, just for that." 

^^ friends Ihe constables at one oiilpcist had a 
pet baboon. Th^ led ooUected hundieds of 
pettJes of dlffe:ent colours and laid Ih^n out In 
1iesh^)e of a huge South African Pohce badge 
in front of ftor leed huL Such is Ihe hobby 
w4ach is Ihe pathetic substitiilB for gardenii^ on 
a coast where nofhii^ can be cultivcdBl 

Fresh \vater lias to be trou^it to these camps 
in iron drums for twemty miles or more. The men. 
draw their free rations, mostly in tins, and pe^' a 
coloured servant to do thear cooking. They have 
a fiistaid Idt arxi a siiaketate outfit Life goes oi% 
thouc^ for days, and ofbai weeks, tliey see rw 
strang£as. Tluis the visitor (especially one with a 
bundle of newsp^Ders) is liosp.tafc4y welcomed 
and eaitertained to tea with condeaised milk. It 



tastes good on tlie Namaqualaixl coast They are 
all trying to save money, possiHy with the idea 
of marriage arxl esc^De froin Naiiiaqualand 
Occasionally you firxl a man \vith a motorcycle 
Most of thean are cut off completely fiom the 
farms and villages of tiie hintealand. Tliey palrol 
the beaches, scramhliiig over rocks, trudging 
throu^i tlie satid at burning rKDonday or hatt^:' 
niidni^Tt; cursir>g tlie great diamorxl discovery 
and the duty that has iirade tiiean e?dles. 

Hondeldip B3y, the next litHe harbour on this 
desolate cxsast tates its nane ftom a granile 
boulder, seventeen feet high Qnceiti^onbleda 
dog, butanoldHoteailDttoldnieli^itledbeen 
struck by hghlning, arxi tod^ you will s^ a 
stone dog only by a strong effort of the 
imaginatLon. 

Van der Stel discovered Horrdeldip on his 
famous Namaqualarxl journey, but until a 
century ago tlie place retrrained barq, waterless, 
sancfy veld Then ti^ enterprising brotiiErs, 
Aaron and Elias de Pass, opeaied a trading store 
there. Aaron was the grandfadier of the Mr. A. 
A, de Peiss who lias giv^i art treasrnes wfl^rth 



diousaiids to South African imis^Jins and 
galleaies. Fiom such desolate spots as HoiidEklip 
Bay came the family fortune w^ch enaUed 
those gifts to be made. 

In 1855 Iheie were black wocden buildings 
lound the edge of tiie bc^. Port Nolloth had not 
yet b^ai developed as a hatbour, and for years 
all Ibe copper from iLe Nanequaland mines 
cane down to Ifondddip ty ox wagon to be 
loaded into schooners. 

One eariy visitor described his araval at 
Hondeklip in a sclioonGa" vdiich hcou^t a cargo 
of coffins filled, for reasons of economy, with 
onions. All fresh wate*^ had to be taken by sea 
fiom C^De Town as the lain \vater tanks \vet:e 
insufficient to SLq:|:iy the growing s^tieanent 
Brandy amved in sixteengallon casks, and no 
smallea: quantities could be bouc^rt. Tlie driveis 
of the copper w^agons cluttied togedier and 
eanbarked on mad carousals. 

The maglstraie at this wild period in 
Ifondddip's histoiy was a Mr. Rllans, a man of 
great sbength. As he ted no poUce to assist him 
he digged offenders to the lockip with his own 



bcEtiJs. Nest d^ he comhined the duiies of 
wilness, pLDsecutor and magisttcfe WliEai the 
small gaol overflowed wilb wicfed humanity, 
Mr. Pillars posted i^) a notice stating that ar^ 
moie n^ai anested would be cteuied to the jelly. 
Thero was a gieat tiade in contraband hquor to 
tiie copper mines, but snagglers went in fear of 
IheredoublableMr. RUans. 

Bishop Giey, that eneig^c traveJle*', was at 
Hondeklip in 1866 and described it as a "thriving 
litde see^Doit". A pointing pcess was installed 
theae two yeais labe*^ and paogrEttiimes w^:e 
jMinted for the first amateur play by the 
Naniaqualand Dramatic Society. Tlie morx^toriy 
was also broken from time to time by shipwrecks 
on the tieacheaous fq^fxoaches to the bay; but 
seldom was theae aiiy loss of life. Hondeklip 
wrecks in lliose eariy dEfys included Ihe cutt^:' 
Maiia (in w^ch the mastet^ lost his wife); one of 
StejJian's schooners; the schooner Volunteer, the 
S.S. Namacp.ia, and tlie sailing ships Ispahan and 
Manliegan. 

Portable gallows weaeeaecfed at HondeJdip in 
1876 and a native shepherd was banged for 



murdGr. In receait years die lesser crime of illicit 
dianiond digging has hcou^it Hond^dip into the 
navs occasionally. The police are ri^itiy 
suspicious of stiangGtis; but about tEai yeais ago 
tiiEy inade a mistake. Small automatic li^it and 
fog di^ihones \veie being s^ up at tliat timo, and 
the li^Ttliouse eogineea: anived to inspect the 
wodc He seait his labouios down to the 
diamondifE*ous beach to collect stones for the 
building. Theai the police stejzped in Only aftGr 
messages liad been otcliaiiged with police 
headqLiartets was tlie engineea: allow^ to 
fxoceedwidihis task. 

Hondeldip Bc^ watched fa^ealsh adivily In 
1943, after the BiazUian stearrer Piiatir^^ 
becaiTE a total loss on the coast to the north. 
Cutles from the Hondeidip ciawfish fadoiy lan 
alongside Ihe ship and brought off mai^ small 
padres of clothing. Then a cahlewc^ was 
rigged to the beach, so thatheavis:'n£ichandise 
could be salved and ttanspoited ovedand hy 
molorionles. The journey Id Hondeldip in low 
gear usielly took three houis, and thai a^oy 
case and bale had to be slung into fishing boals 



and taloi out to the waiting coaster. Seven 
weeks after the wojk started the ship brote up 
and the beaclies wero stiewn for miles witii rolls 
of dress mateaials, stockings and silks. The 
flattened funnel and mar^ other idics of the 
Piratir^ are still lying thae. 

Salvage men liad to camp near the beach and 
fetch all their fresh watea: finom a spot fruity miles 
away^. "We lived like beachcombets - bub not on 
thebeaclx" oneof the sadvageeaigineets told ine. 
"Police patrols v^^ere alwaiys pe^aiig us suLpcise 
visits to make sure that v^^ v*/Gie afte*" cargo, not 
diamonds. No one was allowed on the sliore after 
siavikywn." 

It was close t> Hondeldip B^ that the tiawler 
Aiistea stiuck the rocks in July, 1945. A 
coloured seaman was diowned w4iile helpii^ to 
tatealineto theshoie, but the other Iweariytwo 
nien on boaid were saved. The Aiistea was 
liirown ashore on her beomeiids, so far 14) the 
beaditiiatitwaspossilieto renrjve a great deal 
of herequtpment. Ifezy weather was responsible 
forliiisandiDEa^ otherwrecks on the Hondeldip 
ODast SmaU aaftl^vebesi lost aossitig fee bar 



into HondGJdip B^. The seas fcreak dEuigGsoiisly 
in the winbEa: months, and die ciitter that is 
"pooped" on the bar needs an oq^ert at the tJllGr 
if disastET is to be averted. 

All dianxind deposils I have shown you so far 
hcP/e been njEse potholes, hardly worth giEflding. 
But now, less than fifly miles Dorth of HDDdddip 
Bc^, the fabdoiEsly rich diamond ctBtEr of 
Klon^e opeiis out befoie you 

Kleanzee stands beside one of those dry and 
sandy river beds ^lich are typical of the w^iole 
west coast. This is tlie BufEeis Rives', biit you 
may liave to wait for years to see wat^: in it 
Lxjng ago, however, the flowing river inust have 
IxDit^Tt down diamonds. Soon after the 
Alscander Bay discovery in 1927, the tCleinzee 
treasure was revealed by accident Theie M/as a 
farm scliool r»ear the river moudi in charge of a 
teacher named De Villieas. This man liad been 
there for sixteear years; his heart was in his v^^rls, 
and wliile othets were eageriy jiffospeding alorrg 
tiie coast; DeVillietswas buildinganewscliool. 

It was a simple house of sundried hncks, and 
De VillieiB mtended to whitevash Ihe walls. He 



waited acioss the veld one dc^^wiliiAIbals, the 
nBson, iQ search of limp. De Villiers kicted the 
earth iq e^eiy pLonising spot By chance he 
kicted i_5J a diannnd. 

Alberts, w^io had a fcrotlier-inrlaw vdio was a 
lawyer, drove swifdy to Sponc^Dok with the 
news. A syndicate was formed Alberts and De 
VilliesB found ten more diamonds within sixteen 
days; a week later they hfid registered 600 carats 
and sold theair for £6,000. Theai a large conipariy 
bou^it tiie claims for £35,000. 1 hope tire hEari- 
worldng schoolmaster, the mason arxi tire lawy^ 
were satisfied. Only a v^^eeic after tiiey had sold 
out tire fam.ous Kleinzee crater was opened, arxi 
the first hard (insignificant compared with IsA^r 
finds) ^vas valued at £120,000. The farm vdiich 
could not have grazed a hundred sheep for a 
week had become a tieasureiiouse. 

Tliey piitbcriDedwiieiDimditthen, caidpolLce 
giEiided Hie gaie. Kleinzee iDecanE a litHe 
Kimbedey, wilii a huge cnishing, washing aiid 
piisator jiant dealing with a Hxinsand tons of 
giavel a de^. There aiB neat elecliicallylLt honES, 



messes for the sinc^e meai, bairacks for the 
native labouiets. 

Manager of this ODstiy etitEaprise at the tiiTE 
of in/ visit was a wellbuilt clean-shaven man 
Darned Jack Carslens. You will meet him again 
in a few nnments whai I have put the clock 
hack moie than twenty years. Jack CaistHns was 
tiie flist man to discover diannnds in 
NanaqiBland He and his hiothsr should have 
heGaimillionaLres. -:- 

Chapter 9 
Fortunes For Some 

One day in 1925 I watched old Mr. William 
CarstGais and his sonjack at worii on their claims 
six miles south of Fbrt NoUotli. In my mind was 
no inlding of the seaisational discoveries w^ch 
would soon follow^ this little ent^:j:rise. 1 am not 
going to be ^viseaflorllie event 

In those de^s aryone could becon:^ a 
jBDspecfcjr, go wlieie he wished with spade and 
sieve, turn 15) a fortune - or letum to Port 
Nolloth enpty-liandei 1 sinply looted at the 
discov€a^5, saw tiiem washing their giavel and 



thought what a dieaiy and ur^jrofitable business 
it was. Yet tiiis was the pielude to Alexanda;- 
Bay; here on the barren shoie was the tey to a 
teasmehouse which has yielded nxQions and 
will leveal millions moie. It should have mig a 
beJl in n^' boied mind. Instead, 1 waited awc^^ 
feeling tisnkfd that I had booted rr^^ passage to 
Ccpe Town in the coasting steano:' Pemba. 1 
weait back to fee liotel and diank a glass of beer. 

Long aftegw^ards Mr. Caistems told me the 
whole stoiy. He was ei^rty-four then, and not 
long ago his nin^eth hirthday \vas recorded in 
the navsp^Deais. Mr. Carsbais said tliat he had 
lieard of grEivei to the soulii of Fbrt Nolloth 
before the 1914^18 War; a famrer had Ixou^it 
him sanipJ-es. and it looked pcomising. Biit his 
sons ^vent av^^ to the war, arxi he thouglit no 
more of it for tEn years. Not imtil 1925 did they 
open LqD the de^xreit Jack Carsteais v^^as tlie first 
of the family to pack a diainorxi out of tlie waslx 
It 'was not a rich deposit; but their finds more 
diEui covered otpeaises and they discussed further 
[XDspecting. 



Jack CaEstGns wanted to go norlix to 
Alscaiicfe: B£^. "Ifsawasliout" declared his old 
father. Thus the CarstE«s family lost millions. 
E>r. Hans MesiiGaisky, a geologist vAio had long 

beiieved in the pjeseiice of diamonds at the 
Orange Rivea: moudi heaid of liie small finds 
made by the Caistens family and set out to test 
his own theory. Eaiiy in 1927 he opeaied up the 
fainoiis fossil oyster terraces. In six weeks 
diamonds worth £ 150,000 were recovered. 

Sijch a seciet could not be tept for long. The 
gieat Numaqualcflid diamond rush started - and 
lie Union Government, to save llie diamond 
iTRr kpt from coll^Be, stepped iii and banned 
further piospecting. Moreover, fee Government 
look up its mineial rights In the v^hole 
nGaghbonrhood bGyond Ihe Mei:ens% dainB and 
soonievealed wealth fer gieaier liKtti Meaoisl^s 
wildest dieams. Two laboui^B in official 
earjioyment at 7s. 6d. a de^^ moved a small 
boulder aside and found diamonds valued at 
£500,000. This was Alaldiiis Cave indeed. The 
nishbecame adiama 



To understand the difFicLilties and liie final 
victory of the la%v over the diamond riders you 
must visLialise the coast of Naniaqualand as it 
was just after Dr. Merensky had pEdieaitiy 
followed die scienHfic liail to liie main diamond 
deposit at Alexander Bay. Even then paiDspecling 
was still permitted all along the coast to the 
soulix and on the beaches w^iere ev^ery tide 
w/ashecl diamonds on to the rocks. Alexander 
Bay itself was wired and guEffded, but tliere \vas 
nothing to prevent meai creefing l^d tiie fence at 
ni^it and receiving diamonds flung to thean in 
tins filled wn.th porridge to prosit tiie bdltale 
rattle. 

Whtte iaboureas en^iqyed on Ihe Stale 
diggings were searched whsi they left but a 
huriited clever devices were used, and for every 
mpni caught a scoie esc^jed with Iheir loot 
Some of the boldest swallowed Iheir dianunds; 
one man w^ found by Ihe police with Iweaily- 
five diamonds of fair st^s in his stomach, 
diamonds worth £8,000. Itwasatrickw4iichwas 
not so dangerous as it ^peais to be, for there 




The Aul>i€T (left) Islking to Mr. Ja.ck Carslens, first discoverer of diamands in Namaqualand, 



wiEie no deediis. OthEss liid tliEir dianioiids in. 
dsEp cuts in tiiGtr legs. Evesi w^ieai die bandages 
w€a:er"E9novedtijedLainondswiE9eM^l concealed 
by the flesh. 

Thus it was necessary fiist to guard flie lorig 
stitch of diamondifeaDus coast besides rich 
"polholes" fertiier inland. Equally iiiportaritwas 
the prevention of all leakages from the SIhIb 
diamond diggings at Alexarder Bc^. 

If tiie police liad failed in liiis enonnoiB task, 
liie conta>l of the diamond ouljxit would have 
txoken down. State and illicit dealer alike would 
have been left in possession of worliiless stones 
as a lesult of a flitted niadiiGt Indeed, the illicit 
liade in ?*Jainaqualand actually tlireatG«ed the 
mad^eJ: and defiaiessed tlie pcice of dianiontfe 
brfoie the police precautions became 
effective. 

In Port NoUolii 1 heard the stoiy of the 
diamond war and learnt from police officers how 
liie barricade against invaders liad been tiirown 
15) and maintained. Port NoUoth is Ihe 
headqieiters of Ihe Diamond Detective 
Department- the "D.D.D.", wiich started ttifhe 



old d^s at Knnberiey^ and spread its quiet 
activities where'er diamonds wero found after- 
waids. 1 do not si^jpose Ihe Gestepo evo:' knew 
more about suspects than the plainclothes men of 
Ihe "D.D.D." know atout the people in the huge 
diamond area of Namaqualand 

At first the police wet:e banipetied by tlie law, 
wiiich banned pcospecting along the coast but 
did not make illegEJ. the presence of hoidES of 
diggGts close to the sources of tlie diamonds. A 
test case estaUished the fact tliat it was not 
illegal to prosfject in the sea or befeveeai lii^ and 
low water marl^ so that the law had to be alba:ed 
befoie this large loophole could be closed. 

It was said at that tirre ftet nnrB diarronds 
were hong sold in Port NoUofh ften in Hattan 
Garden. Evoy dark niglit w4ie3i flie tide was 
low, roEai worted ra the ice-cold water, filled 
sacks with gravel, and dashed awe^ ra fest cars 
Id wash fherr finds. Sore legs wero the marks of 
Ihe raider: The game of hide-and-sed^ in flie 
sand dunes was ple^^ed for rmnths before the 
police, reinforced and srpported hy neA^ laws, 



wesje ahJe to make lliese iii^it raids too 
daiigE*oi.B for paofit 

Even now thGie ate a f eA^ defEirimied n^n 
vAn stQl send natives inb the ptDhitited area 
Even now Iheie are a feA^ white iiEsn who are 
found tespassing wilhin the fences wearing 
sheepskin shoes Id cover their tracks, s^king, no 
doubt, Ihe "pareeLs" they buried and lost long 
ago. These n^ai serve their sentences and ^pear 
at regular intervals to repeat the offence 

So the police guardians cannot reiax. Along 
tiie rictiGst coastal aretB, from a point three miles 
north of Port Nolloth, a bartedwire fence lias 
been txiilt. It rurs all the w^ to the Orange 
Rive*', ^eay gate is a police post and evety yard 
of the fence is patrolled at ni^it Theie are mariy 
false alarms. New men are al^vays reportirrg the 
^ening star as a "suspicious li^it'. One police 
offices: spent a ^vliole ni^it crawlirjg throu^ the 
thick tJack mud of the Orange River bank 
tracing a sound which resemHed a motorboat 
engine. It was an otter. The chain holding the 
windsock at tlie Alexarrder Bay ae^odromq, 
rattling like a sievq. kept mariy police patiiDls 



searching for liours. After such experieaices tliey 
weicome a genuine raid. 

The sbain on Ihe poMce is coDsideahle, arxi 
men serve no longer than t^velve moidhs before 
bong transfened to more pleasant duties. Night 
work, monlii after nxjnth, fffeys on the nerves. 
Mariy a young constahle has d&^doped that 
wietched rrental conditLons known in the French 
Foreign Legion as "cafeid", and on the diamond 
coast as "NamaqtBlandT^". 

Single men only is the police rule to minimise 
the liarTfahip. Everything possible has been done 
to make life tolerafcJe within tiie badiedwir^ but 
the fo^, tlie storms of driven, biting sarxi varied 
only by burning sunshinei; produce one of the 
least desirable climates in the worid. 

The rrcinotory was broten on one occasion 
by a srrfil] steamer which psDwled aiound the 
OiangeRiverniDuliifordcys. Once before a ship 
had visited these waters witii divos on board to 
test the tiieory that the sea floor was httored with 
diamonds. Even prospecting In the sea is 
forfaidden, and the litiie ship's moveriEnts caused 
a stir of expectatton Every landing place was 



watched. Scores of field^asses WEie tLimed on 
liie stEaniEa:. But slie steegied away after a few 
dE^, and pceseaitiy the police lecetved an answer 
to tiiear ingeait teJegrani leporliiig the "poachei^'. 
The mystaious steaniei:' was liie Union 
GoveoTnient survey ship Afilcana, and she had 
beeai chaitiiig a new^ sandbank caused ty Oiange 
River floods. 

A private aeroplane, a fLshing boat dose 
inshoie, Ihe flash of a nntoicar's headlighis, or a 
Hottenbts iBle of strai^eis near the foitidden 
zone- ar^ one oflhesewlllslBrtfhe guardians of 
liie diamond coast rushing from point ti point in 
ttor fl^; of cars while telephones spread the 
warning. Thsi the tingle of exciteaxent dies 
down Week follows weary weel^ and the buried 
nillions of the coast he undistmbed by even a 
luriDurof aiaid. 

Alexander Bay is now a se^f-contained town, 
hemiined in by twelve iniles of barbedwiie 
esTtan^eaneaits, and jxotected further by a "no 
man's land" str^ching bD tte outer feaice. 
Hundreds of diggers are eanpioyed by the 
GoveoTinent at Alexander Bay The size of the 



police force is a secret bub 1 ani suie it is laige 
eaiou^ to hold the fort; against an attacking 
anny. 

"Little London" Ihey call Alexander Be^^, for 
at night the electric disple^^ and the searchlights 
tiirow inte the sl^ a white ^aie which can be 
seen marry miles aw^. And ttiat is all the 
ordinary dtizGai can see of Ihe State diggings. 
Nothing but a letter signed ty flie Minister of 
Mines will procure admission even into Ihe "no 
man's laud". A visiting police officer in urnfomi 
lacking a pass, was turned awe^^; for, as the 
sentty pointed out, Iheoffii^irrni^ithaveheQia 
laider in disguise. 

Wlieai a digger earteas Alexander Be^' for the 
six months' period of woik he is searched, A 
nian wiio arrived with a large suiu of money 
would liEive to explain it; money hays diamonds. 
The pck-and-shoveJ meai woridng in tlie giaveJ 
tienches aie not pemnitbed to toLich a diamond. 
Eveiything imet go into the cocopans, w^ch 
transport the giavei to the washing pJant The 
meai wear a special pock^ess unifonii. w^ch 



liiey imist leave in tiie changing room ^^^lile they 
walk naked to die bathrooms. 

These eaid othe:' piecaiilions have eiimmaled 
a^€ay lisk of loss except tet of Ihe human 
ostrich. The weHknown Kimbedey rrethod of 
jEe^enUng liiefis by swallowiiig would iiot be 
iDleiaisd by white diggers, so for some yeais 
pastanX-ic^ plant Ibs been in iisa Every digger 
passing out onleove is photogi^ihed 

Sometimes die odles of Alexandea: Bay 
amuse themselves hy suggesting undiscovered 
m^iods of diatnond smugging. The caniea:- 
figeon idea \vas a good ono, save for die fact that 
no man could stand a chance of eaiteong the 
gates widi a pigeon in his luggage. I think the 
story of the coffinload of diamonds must have 
been anodie*^ local invention. What h^^petied to 
tiiebotfy? 

One of Ihe best slories of Ihe eariy AlesBnder 
Bc^ sna^gleis, at a time when naich ingenuily 
woit undetected, has never b^ai told Itconcems 
a digger who enlertaiiied liis comrades wilhfhe 
naisic of a zifter. This man obtaliied peniission 
Id send his zilher home as it ted dev^eloped a 



fault "Dear wif^" he wrote, "please teep this 
zilher as 1 am coming home on leave next month 
and 1 will have it lepaired then ' ' 

His wifei, however, could not bear the diou^it 
of die lonely digger enduring ni^its widiout 
music. Ste had die zidier repaired immediately, 
and r^imied it - with die diamonds still inside. 

Moie iBcentiy a carpaiter cfijiied for leave to 
tate his tools awe^ wilii him, as he night have 
son:E odd jots to do during his bolide^. The 
tools werB examined minuldy, and diamonds 
worth £15,000 we:e foimd, not inside the 
wooden handles but in the hollowedout metal of 
Ihe tools. 1 believe the X-rc^' specialist picked a 
part in liBt episode 

Liquor is a foitaddeai luxury, aixl the fine of 
£100 for attempting to smug^e it ensures a 
coniniunily of teetotallers. Good meals, books, 
talliards, cards, sport and concerts heip to fill in 
die time. Neverdieiess, the best view of 
Alocande*^ Bay is the si^Tt of the barbedwiie 
vanisliing be^nd a car bound for Port NoUotti 
and freedom. 



One relic of the illicit diamond boom in 
NEmiaqualand rEiiiains. That is llie tiade in 
"schleaiteas ", hits of ^ass sliE^Ded rou^ily from 
bottie stojzpGaB to i^setiiUe diamonds. They have 
none of tlie pecualiar so^py feel of liie gGmiine 
diamonti but they pEiss inustE*^ som^mes in a 
hunied deal at ni^it wlieai an insqDGtt 
navcomea: pEfys cash for the wflDrlhless fragmeaits. 
Genuine diamonds are seldom seen in 
Namacjiialand outside tiie State area. Aladdin's 
Cave lias beeai closed, and today no one but a 
fool would dieom of trying to open the door. 

Diamond smiiggliDg was levived for a short 
pGaiod in 1944^ when pili^s rose owing to 
Wcflline needs and cotaiii people Inside the 
bari^edwlie fence at Aletander Bay were 
l^ipted. 

It was said that diamonds worth millions had 
readied Johannesbuig from Namaqualand, and 
that a "mastGr mind" controlling the w^iole 
entE^jxise was seaiding huge pariceis to the 
Middle East fcy air. In Caiio, according to the 
story, esiemy agents foiwaided the diamonds 
thiDugli Tuikey to Germany. Certainly theae 



WEce serious leakages at that period. The police 
r^ecovered hinidreds of the lypical Alexander Bay 
stones from the illicit diamond market and many 
arrests we*e made. A Portuguese sutject, found 
in possession of diamonds wfl^rth £4>000, was 
deported. Some diamonds may have reached 
Gemiany thiou^ neutral countries; but tlie affair 
was gieatly scagge^ated. 1 cannot tell tlie full 
story. The Commissioner of Palice summed it up 
VGsy weil wlieai he leported tiiat "diamonds \vere 
h^ng illegally handled by peasons w^io ou^it to 
have known better^ ' . 

One of the best Alexander Be^ stories In 
lecait yeais aiDse out of the visit of an official to 
the canp. The official travelled In his own 
niDtoicar, and while he was atteiding to his 
diilies someone hid a parcel of diamonds ia the 
petrol tank. Afleraf^vde^ Ihe official left the 
carrp without being searched and drcive back to 
Pretoria The unoilhodox smuggler secnrcd 
leave, w^it to Pretoria, found the official's car 
and ediacted the diamonds. Steps have now 
been tBten to close this loophola 1 l^ve no 
doubt tiKit fium tine to time human ingenuity 



will find^vays of defeating liie systetn, butitwill 
notbeeEisy. 

Port Nolloth does not lEflect the wedtii Ihat 
has heai found along Ihe Namaqualand beaches. 
I can almost believe the stoiy of the American 
valiBlDr, seait tiisB by a copper conpany, who 
leporied feit there was not a buildii^ in the 
jiace wortii mDiB than a shUling. 

TliEse faring tin shacks, nisting in sun and 
fog. these sandy stie^s have known many 
siiddeai changes of fortune since the old copper 
companies turned the litde fisliing oulpost into a 
miniature railway de^x>t and liarhour. Fbrt 
Nolloth has echoed the ^vild songs of a hoide of 
thiisty Cornish minets; sorrowfully the jiJace 
watched theau depart, geiiet:ations labe*; w^ieai the 
mines closed dowrL Het:ei, in native refceJlions 
andgteatear^vais, transports have landed men and 
guns. On this vdndswept slioie desperate ciowds 
have gatiiered to deaiounce tiie Goveoniiemt that 
seized the newly found diamonds. Now, out of 
this pEist with all its inemiories of wealth, thet:e 
reaiiains little but hunger: and tliiist 



Sland on the w4Kttf among the msly cranes 
and you wQl hear a bell buoy tolling on the 
haibour bar. It is sounding midnight for 
Clndeella- andCiodeiellawLllnotgo. Lite cats 
paDwlii^ round an en^ily house, hundieds of 
starved coloured people cbng to the fiBgmenls of 
a lost prosperity. These people have seen the end 
of the copper boom, the dosii^ of the diamond 
aieas, (he vicissitiides of the fishing Industry. 
They must pe^ not only for food, but for fresh 
watEr- apenr^ abuctet, brou^by laQ from a 
weJl five miles awey. Yet sonie sundve and no 
doubt hope for better deys. Th^ tell a tme stray 
of one of the wells that si^jplies Bort Nolloth 
with water. Itisameroholeby theroalside, and 
a passing nntorist stopped there to fill his 
ladiabr A coloured man helped him. There was 
eaiDugh water, said Ihe man, to fill one paraffin 
Hq every thr^ hours. The rmtoiist peered into 
the well and spied an enonnous fiug. "Ttef s a 
good frog," dedaied the coloured iibtl "It has 
been there for four years, teeping Ihe water pure. 
Beforo we got the frog, the water made people 
sick" Such is Port NoUoUi's filtration plant A 



batli at the hotE^ costs half a crown on week 
days, but on Sundays you can eagoy a hot bath 
free. No firjgis required for the bath water. 

RcflHfall is about an inch a yeea:: Anolher 
pecubaiity of Ihe dimaiE is found in the 
tetpGiature, for Port Nollofh is offen bolter in 
winlEjr lisn in sunnio: This is due to summer 
fogs, and llie scoiuhing east winds w4ach blow 
from the desert in winter. 

Mr. Williain Carstens was niy guide to RDrt 
Nolloth. His fadiGa" had been the port 
siqDGd.ntGndEnt in the eady dEcys; his sons w^:e 
tojii^Tt LqD thGt:e. Port Nolloth witliout a iiiGsiibGr 
of the Cornish family of Caistens ^vould be lilce 
Lxjndon witliout a Coclaiey. Wheal Mr. Carsteais 
loolied out across the ^^^te surf and the dari^ 
loclis fringing the harbour, he saw^ more tliaii the 
Hrds on Rofcfoe Isl^ and the idle barges swaying 
at their moorings. The sea was a tJue screen, 
alivewdtii the pcocession of ships and men. 

ComuaDde: Nollolh, RN., surveying the 
Namaqualand coast in RM.S. Frolic, discoveied 
liiis le^hdterod but uneasy harbDur in 1854 
Awc^ tn the copper mountains tdand Ihe 



Coniish rriros were breaking out the oie and 
sendii^ it in w^ons to ffondddip B^. Port 
Nolloth offered better fedlities for shipment 
Mules and oxen dreA^ the htlietmcks; thencettne 
tiie railway, and thousands of tons of copper 
passed throi:^ Port NoUoth to Ihe liglilers and 
Ihe sailing ships at anchor offehoiB. 

A fle^ of famous C^De trigs and schooners 
kaought stores to Port Nollotli in tliose d^^ - the 
Kiiysna Beilq, Florencq, Geaii and otheg: vessels 
^vliich C^Aain Carstetis liad commanded before 
lie settled down on slior^e. Theaie we*e two rival 
coasting steanieas bearing the same naiiie^ the 
"Big" Nainaqua, w^di had to lie out in tlie bay 
wheal discharging cargo, and the "Littie" 
Namaqua, wiiich was atie to make fast to the 
wliarf. 

Fine seamanship biought nxst of the 
Liverpool bcoques safely over Ihe bar Id load 
Iheir copper. But flieiB were wrecks which Mr 
Caistens remembers well - ti^c wrecks such as 
Itetof Ihe barque Gleam in 1882. 

" Seveaal vessels we*e sailing into the harbour 
and tlie niastea: of the Gleam w^as in a liuny to get 



alieacl of them." necalled Mi". Caisteiis." She 1^ 
go her anchors too soon and started to drag. My 
father seart a tug to tier assistance, but the inastGa" 
reflised lie^p. As the Gleam's anchor was raised, 
ihe cliain parted and the banqiie drifted slowly on 
to Blackjacob Rock. Five minutes passed, with 
all Port Nblloth watching, and tliGsi tlieie \vas 
nothing left of the Gleam but fctoken spars and 
timber on the beach We thouc^ her crew tiad 
gone down with tier but four survivors \v^:e 
found lat^" on Rotije Islet " 

Men In blue jeiseys slUl sit with their pipes on 
liie Port Nollolii wharf, gazing at Ihe tor, wailing 
for the coasters, still iBlking av^7 old disasteas; 
Ihe loss of the schooner Flying Fish, with her 
cargo of mules; the hrigantine, Rosaland, wilh 
lailw^ material; the baique Ocean King, and 
others thci are remeniiered while the strong 
south winds blow. 

On seveaial occasions Port Nolloth lias tiad its 
own newsp^DGSs. An eady venture^ liie "BiBy 
Bee ", \vas strut down hy die all-powGiful 
SLqDGriiibE9idG9it of the C^do CoppGa: Conipariy 
wheal it became too critical. Afte:' that came the 



more sedate "Port Nolloth Times ", and fiuEdly 
the " North- Westetn Provinces CouriGc". 

There was work for all Namaqnalarxi in the 
lailwc^ construction d^^. As far hock as 18'^ 
an official report stated tiiat Port Noliotli fed a 
population of 200 people, three canteens, but no 
m^isttate or gaol. SaOors, miners and lailwc^^ 
gai^ hdd their lev^els on the waterfront that is 
so desolate tode^^. East winds and darnn^^ fo^ 
weae forgotteai in wild carousals. 

" TTiEre are in F^rt NoUotli mar^ descendarilB 
of some of the best Eii^ish and Cape families 
wlio tiave been left stranded," a resident told me. 
Ttiat SGntG^ice sums i^ Ihe tiagedy of the 
vaiiislied ^ory of R>rt Nolloth. Conlrast present 
decay ™th the copper boom. Though the boom 
collfq^sed, a few sound companies survived; and 
the C^De Coj^JE*^ CompEa:^, during a life of just 
ove*^ half a ceaituiy, returned more than 
£4^500,000 to the stiareholdE^s - 483 pec ceait of 
the issued c^iatal. 

Y eais ^o a stelebon pale of ttam rails served 
as lighthonsa Now there is a sloide:' tower of 
modem design, with an explosive signal every 



fifteen mimites in foggy M^eather. Tliis wamincj 
and the tolling of the fog bdl are the typical 

sounds of Port Nblloth. 

Y ou can see the whole place in a tea ranute's 
walk The main street runs aloiTglhe loose, sandy 
beach, and at the noith aid of this woodai- 
bDaided boulevaid are the resideaices, once smait 
eaioi^h, built by liie Ce^je Copper Conpany for 
lior of&cials. South are lie port offices wilii a 
gieat white flagslaff whs:e few flags are needed 
nowi liie hotels and store, post of&ce, bank and 
chmch Ghastly Httie slums of tin and sack huls 
crouch iQ the sand behind the vlll^e 

If ixnnouLS of wealth coidd SLq:fx>rt a towi% 
Port Nolloth would be rich indeed An old 
Hott^itot used to visit tlie place at intGsvals of 
months, Izonging nugg^s of gold to bartGi" for 
wino, tobacco, and gioc€oes. Traces of gold had 
previously been found by geologists in the 
RichtE«svd.d Mountains but nowhere in payaHe 
quantities. Attetnpts weae made to tobe the 
Hott^itot to reveal the souice of his gold The 
old man became less talkative as he diank. They 
liied to tiack him, and lost tiie trail. Now he 



comes to Port Nolloth no more. He is dEed and 
the secret w^ch mi^it have turned BDrt Nolloth 

into alittlejohannesbuighasdiedwithhim. 

It was lypical of ill-omened Port NoUolii Ihat 
wb^i tlie great diamond hoard of Alexander Bey 
was discovered the lucl^ stiite did not enrich 
liie people who Isd Uved precariously on the 
desert edge so long. The "abandoned child of the 
coppoi-boom", as Port NoUoth has been called, 
caught some of the sa^s - 1i^ was aU. Those 
who had made fortunes and speart IhemrBl^Bed 
into their old poverty. 

Chapter 10 
Diamond Road 

They call it tiie "Dianxjnd Road" nowade^^, 
but it was a treasure trail centuries before the 
flrstdiamondwas found ill South A&ica It is the 
load Ihat leads norlhwards from C^)e Town, 
neveg;' very fer from the coast for five hundred 
niles through the hot wastes of Namaqualand to 
its end on the banks of the mighly Qtbi^ River. 



I have drivEsi along some of liie worid's 
famous hic^Tways, the Grand Tnink Road, the 
desert road from Alocandria, liie Great Nbrtfi 
Road; and I know mar^ African safari pEiths and 
caravan routes, staked out wilii skeletons and the 
memories of bygone adventuEos. But this 
E>iamond Road, tlie oldest road in South Africa, 
gripe me most firmly of all and 1 n^ea: tire of 
following it into liie v^ilctorjess. 

Whsail fiistw€3it1iiatwc5' In 1925 there were 
lurrDms of dianrmds onliie NamaqiBlaDd coast 
biitKiinbed€y vrassMwilhoiitaiival. I planned 
liie journey because I had been leading of the 
eqjedilion ssit up Hiere by the Dutdi East India 
Con:5)any in Ihe very eariy dsys of the Cepe - 
meii in amiDur with oxwagons and coach£s 
seeking "Vigiti M^aa ", tiie legeaidaiy cily in 
Ihe golden land ot Mononntcpa These tough old 
ffollandeis and Danes left Iheir maris on the 
walls of caves. 1 wanted to see how much of the 
old Namaqualand lonained; foriasuchaiemole 
district it is possible to lec^tme flie frontier 
spirit and find traces of Ihe "lone grey conpar^ 
befoie the pioneeis". I l^ve driven along the 



Diaoxjnd Road on many diEfeient missions since 
Ihen; but alweys the men in armour ride beside 
me ... Heter van Meediof, Olof Beagh, Jan 
Danlaeat and Ihe lest Even when 1 fly over 
those enpty wastes I canstills^ them with tlor 
miskets, Iheir gifts of tobacco and beads for the 
ffottentots, Ihir brave cavalcade of packoxen 
and wagons. 

Diamond Road it lias beeai called only since 
1927, vdiGn the stLqDGiidoLB discoveiy was made 
at die iiioiilli of the Orsaige Rivea:. This, as I shall 
t^l, became the road along \\hich illicit 
fXDspectois and smug^etB raced with tlieir loot; 
the road takeai hy the police in puisuil; the road 
of hundreds of diamond dramas. It is often, a 
grim story, but you cannot have such wealth 
lying about ungLiaided on the long beaclies 
without finding meai ™lling to take any risk for 
the sake of quick and easy fortunes. 

The luad starls near the edge of Table Bc^^ 
and passes ahinst lmn:eiLa!E3y inb the wheat 
bdt the Swartiand which si^jplies all South 
Africa with bread. In the spaing it is lite 
liayelliDg ttHough a vast undiiatLng gieen sea 



About fifty miles fiom C^dg Town you sic^ a 
mountain sh^Ded like a castle - RiEteeck 
Kasteel. last outpost of the EXitch East India 
Company in tlie late seveaiteemth ceaitiny. 
GenE£al Smuts \vas bom in the shadow of that 
mountain. 1 was th€£e one d^y ^^^tesi the signal 
camioix which liad been neting on the mountain 
top for moie than two cegituries, was hauled 
down to the village of Riebeeck KasteeJ to be set 
i^ as an historic monum.ent Eady settlets lived 
in constant danger of attack hy Bushmen, and tlie 
cannon was thear link ™th the Castle in C^dg 
Town. A signal shot was relayed from otlier hill- 
tops. Similariy, wheai a fleet of ships anived in 
Tatde Bay all the cannons boomed out and the 
fanners in the north set out to seJl their cattle 

Van Meediof s joun^l niEailioiB the lions and 
ihiiios, zehaas and ostridies aicoiinlEjLed by his 
expedition Tod^ you wQI' seek hig game in 
vain A fav btick: lemain, jealously guarded; and 
IhsBaie wild duck Id besliotonlhevles. Only 
in Ihe farm names aie the great beasts still to be 
seen, feims called aftGr defhcmt, eland, hippo 



and lielbok in comhmation wilii vlea, fontem, 
topandMoof. 

The ]:Jains of wiieat eaid a hundred miles from 
C^De Town, and the road climbs steefiJy ovei" the 
Grey's Pass gap in the Olifants mountains. 1 slept 
one ni^it at tlie foot of the pass, at an old 
outspan used by gesTeralions of wagon folk. It 
was peaceful after the city, witli the frogs and a 
farm hfuid's guitar as tlie only sounds. 1 
retneaiiber me^ng a travelling ^vatchniaker thet:e 
- aneJdeaiy HoUandear^vho confided to me for no 
reason at all tliat he ^vas a kit lazy, and prefeared 
wandEong b^^veeai tlie villages to settling down 
airywliG^e as a lii^ily respected tradesman The 
outspan is called Tlie Rest said under the gum 
trees 1 found anotlier of those old cannon bearing 
the marks of the Dutch East India Compar^. 

Over Hie pass the Diamond Road ciosses the 
Olifents River and mns northwards through a 
swdtEsring valley of oratiges. Sowb of the oldest 
oiange tees m the worid grow in Ihis valley. I 
know a hospitBble fann owned ty one family 
for moro than bvo coituiles, wiioe a fav of tte 



oii^nal trees are still bearing. These liees are 
olcfa:' than any in California. 

To the light of the road, formal^ miles now, 
lun Ihe peaks of the Cedarbeigmnge They have 
DEtmES lite Sneeuvvkop and Wolfbeig, Gieat 
Kiakadouw and Arch Peak; and allhough the six- 
thousand fe^ peaks can be seen from Table 
Mountain on clear de^s, only a fav climbers 
bave lacMed them Tbeae is, indeed, a "lost 
worid" in Ihe Cedaifeg, and Ihe whole area is so 
btHe known that 1 believe Ihere is still sone 
doubt about Ihe b^ghis of the peaks. 1 have met 
adveaiturous bands of coloiBBi men who spend 
monlhs ia tbe recesses of Ihe mountains 
gaftoing buchu, Ihe wild plant which has a great 
lepulation iq South Africa as a cure for alnnst 
a^eay ailmEnt Nowad^^ it is shipped in large 
qiEttititi^ \o fee United Slates, and fee coUectois 
have to climb ever higher to discover fee lemote 
Moofe and ledges vAbb the peppermint- 
flavoured leaves still grow. They bring in sacks 
of bush tea, teo, the b&^^age of the old 
BushnEsn and HotteailDls, and famous for the 
relief it gives to asfemalics. Such men leave no 



lecoids, however, and fee Cedarberg must still 
hold nEO^?^ seciets. 

Sir Thomas Maclear, the Cape surveyor, did 
some cliiiihing in these moLmtaiiis more than a 
cegrtury ago and found himself baffled by tlie 
diE&cult rock work of one ^cent. At feie aid of 
last century Professor E. R L. Schwarz (of 
KalalHri "icmnaking" fame) conUnued the 
surv^ and explored a nun±ia: of Bushman 
caves. He was the disojveaer of a goigeous 
patnting which depicted an aitiro buck hunt 
Anofeer cave was visited in recent yeais by Dr 
K. R BanEttd of the Soufe African Museum 
and "Wilton culture" irrpleanEails were 
excavated Thse must be mai^ more Isomfs of 
fee Utlie BushmEai, however, w4iich have been 
Irft untrodden since the BushmEai departed. A 
fav Boer War blodfeouses are still to be seen at 
strategic points; and a foigotten wagon liack 
called "Ou K^ise Weg", once fee mprin route 
between Ce^jo Town atsl Calvinia, winds 
maivellously between fee fantastic rock 
fonnations in the soufe Jackals and leopards are 
txinffinn enough in feie wild Cedadierg Moofe. 



The few fannets are men who love freedom and 
solitude. Cedais, wliich give thEsr nmne to the 
langq, aie foinid always above the foiir thousand 
feet niadc vdiicli is the WT.ntEa: snowline. From 
tiiE^e to five thousand fe^ the gnaded and 
contorted cedars grow^ WEil, thoi.*gh marry have 
beE9i destroyed in bush fires. 

I left Ihe Diamond Road one dc^ and drove 
Gv^7 inaedible, piecipitoiis pa&s to a great howl 
in liie Cedarheig where Hie Wippothal mission 
is situaieA Here indeed they night have filmed 
"Lost Horizon". The AikI descent was so steep 
1i^ I wondeied whethsr ny car would e^er 
dimb out ^aiii Wi^^j^thal, founded more Hian 
acentmy ago as a settlement for freed slaves, is 
awodd ^jait, a h^jpy litiie self-conlained worid. 
Theie the Rhenish missionaries not only grow all 
liie food their people need; but liiey mate leaiher 
and eipori: vdskDens by Ihe thDieand Tb^r 
tobacGD, lolled \:ip in the Boer nEmi^ is of 
heaoic sbength. Allthisinasumnerteaiperature 
lA^ach often rises to 113 degrees inlheslsde. 

The snows of the Cedad)G«ig feed the Olifants 
Riv^:, a stream of ]:J.easant meanories for me. 



Van Meerfiof lecoided that his men fished in the 
Olifants and cau^it as many fine carp as they 
could cany. The Olifants lias beeai rediscovered 
by aii^Gts in lecent years; and the wabE*s have 
been stocked ™th Mack bass. Only in the 
Olifants will you find tiie yd.low fish (Baibus 
c^qDGgisis), \\iiich puts iq^ a great fi^it wiien. 
liooked on a fly rod. 

There, too, is the sandftsh which nagiaies at 
spawniig tiiiie - a sight as i^rEG:feble as a 
sahmn run in Careda All throi^ a long 
sunmer aftemoon I have watched Ihese fish 
le^ing iqslieam in Ihoijsands and trying to clear 
a watafeU. Only one in hundreds reached the 
pool abova Mar^ feil inb dry locl^ potholes 
beside Ihe falls and l3y hdpless under Ihe sun 

Van Meediof, the old rascal, giavG^y imported 
diEit he liad seen a "living monstet:^' in tiiis river - 
a queer creature with thiee heads like cats' heads, 
and lliree long tails showing above tlie water. 
The HottGotots have a legend tliat mar^ of diEir 
tribe M^Gie once devoured by an aniphihious 
atiiiiial with thiee legs. I saw no si*ch thing, and 1 
ain doubtful aboi.it van Meerhof, 



The rivei: banks are as fiill of life as the rivEs:. 
YouniE^' seaan ea^ehovealng over a veay small 
baboon, with, the old baboons baiking angrily. 
RockelbuLsts of birds fly out from the palmist 
and tiie willows - wild geesQ, wild ducks and 
Ixilliant IdngfishGts. Al^vays tliEie are the 
hamErfiops seeking fro^ and thear r^xmiing to 
the enonnous nests wliich oftar coll^Dse unde*^ 
their own wes^it. The Olifants now^ has two 
lakes formed by the irrigation barrages in its 
oouree. One of these storage dams has coveaed 
the old road 1 followed on my first journey into 
Namaqualand. Irrigation funows liEive bcou^rt 
pospeaity to settiewients fifty miles away. One 
farmer 1 met in tiie boom period of 1945 hadjust 
sold his tomatoes, grown in one year on four 
acres of rich silt for a thousand pounds. 

Near liie northeni eaid of liie CedariDGag lange 
stands ClanwlUiaiit once a setflement of Irish 
Protestants. Sunstiine in which it is possible to 
bate eggs was too much for then; £aid all but 
ODefemily soijght a moiE kindly clLmalB. It is an 
unspoilt village with old, thalcted, gabled houses 
looking out acioss the Jan Dissel's River, which 



inlgalES the gardeais. 1 hcive picted n^ own 
oiange for hseakfast at ClaDwilllant and when 1 
amdilving to Ihe end of the Diamond Road 1 Kte 
Id lit^r theiB for leEreshment Aftnr 
ClaDvvilliani coroes a fernioie austere scena 

If you Ixanch off to die left beyond 
Clanwilliain and drive into the Sandvd.d for 
forty iniles you will see the cave in wiiich niar^ 
fanioiG old traveileas found sIie^Ie*^ and carved 
thear names - K.. J. Slotsboo in 1712, Vaillant 
the FroTch oqiJ-orer in 1783, Barnabas Shaw the 
missionaiy in 1816. The cave is called 
HeetnEnlogetnent (Geiitleniegi's Lodging). Th^:e 
is a spaing close by, and Vaillant noted a large 
milkwood tree growing out of a rocky crevice. 
The tree still survives. 

The Diamond Road entGas Nan:BqiBland at 
liie Doom River bridge. On n^ fiist journey the 
taldge was down, washed awe^ by floods. I saw 
a hundred yaids of soft, glaring white sand and a 
bioad, shallow riven and as 1 stood lioB gcping 
a small boy ^jpeaied He shared n^' lunch of 
Urmed salmon, then waved vigorously. Out of 
tiie shinmerlng heat he conjured a team of 



dDiikeys. He hitched chains to the axle of my 
feeiJe old car, took cliaige of the w^iole 
jxDcessioit and hffou^it me safety thiou^ the 
watEs:. On the far banl^ which was steep, the 
donkeys faltered. I helped them with the engine 
and thus came triimiphantly to the fiist 
Namaqualand faniihoiise 1 liad seeax The mitd 
walls of lliat jzomitive dwelling remind me of the 
river crossing every time I drive over liie new 
steeJ Doom River bridge into NEUiiaqLialand, land 
of dLamoiids and poverty. 

NamaqiElaDd inspired W. C. Scully, the 
South African auliiDr and poet ^^dio spent years 
IliEae as a magisliate. He lived to fee age of 
Q^ily-eaght, ^id when I visited him on his 
ea^itiefh birftjdc^ he told me: "1 found n^ 
spLritual hone in Ihose diy, wide spaces in fte 
d^« of Ihe trek boeis and Ihe spriighok 
nagiations. The books I wrote with that territoiy 
as the bacl^round gave uib the greatest 
pleasure;" 

Scully called Nainaqiialand "a land of 
deatlifiil sleep" . Wheai^er 1 lead tliat po^n 1 can 
see the acliing distances agaiii, the baked mud 



pEttis, mirage and lic^ilning and dustdevil; and in 
liis words 1 can hear the "twaagiass" ciacldingin 

thewdnd 

A lard ofdeathfid sleep, u/?en fitfiA dreams 

Of hurrying spring scarce uo/ce svw/t fading 
fJowet^; 

Aland offlecklesssi^, and sheer shed beams 

Of sun and stars through da\/s and dark's slow 
hours; 

A land ]Ahere sand has choked once fluent 
slrearrs- 

Wh&m grassl&ss plains li^ girt by granite 
towers. 

Two hundred miles from Cc^je Town the 
Diamond Road dips towards one of those sand- 
choted rivers and nins into the fiist 
NamaqiBland village. This is Van Rl:5Tisdoip, 
scene of nEtt^ a diamond diama. At the height of 
Ihe diamond smuggling hoon^ there was alwc^ 
a low of Fiench chanp^ne botHes in the village 
bar. Van Rl:^Tisdorp is the CGaitte of a hard- 
bitten, droughtstrlcten sheep district Those 
botH^ wesB not there to celd^Bte the coning of 



lain. Corks popped ofbGsi eaiou^ inidEg: the noses 
of the police wliEsi illicit diamond bi^'Gais and 
laidets had done their bLeiness Lmdetected. 

In those despesrate d^/s every sbBnger was 
SLispect and a^eiy oliiGa:' iiHn you uj^ was a 
policeman in plain dothes. Back in 1928, when 
liie LD.B. V. C.LD. battie was at its heighij n^ 
inriDcent car was searched while 1 slept A large- 
scale bi^er was known to l^ve hiDnght a 
valiEible "parcel" intD the hotel. The poUce ne^er 
found it, butl heard long afterwards where it had 
beGaihidd^L Itwas on top of the wardrobe m the 
room occipied by two detectives. 

Often the raideis IiekI to bury th^r tobacco 
bags and tieacletins of diamonds beside the 
Diamond Road. That was wheal they knav they 
wea:e being pursued, and daied not enter a village 
for fear of c^^tiire. Van Rhynsdorp occ^qzies a 
stiabegic position in ISiEttnaqualand; it stands at a 
CLOssroads, and gives the illicit dealer a choice of 
loiites and a chance of esc^q^e. The veld round 
Van Rhynsdorp is pockmariced with the 
tGsnpoiaiy hiding peaces of diamond hoaods. 
Many a buried "paicel" still lies ^^here it was 



left, for in emergencies ait ni^it the dealetis 
sometimes lost tlieir bearings. 

To the north of Van Rl^aisdoip, where the 
Diamond Road luns, stretches a notoiioits 
wasteland called the Knersvlakfe which me^ be 
Izanslated as "tlie plain of the Gnashing Teeth". 
And indeed 1 found the name ^jpiojaiale on n^^ 
first journey, for I lost n^ we^ there, struggled 
for hours in Ihe sand, and finally hiote the 
crankshaft A prctme from Itet dsy of trial 
hngers in n^ mind. 1 Isd been sweqlng the 
b>ppr€s and icEDibacted ridges and salt pans 
witii n^^ fieldglasses, seGking help. 1 saw sheep 
at last, arxi a copperooloured shspLGad; and he 
led UE Id a farm. Itwas typical of the poverty of 
NaneqiEiland. Here weB white people hving in 
a "mayieshuis" - a hut sh^jed lite an Eskimo's 
igloo, coveaed with msh mats, nothing moie tiian 
a comforiiess Hottentot shelter. The farmer had a 
young wife and femily; a lean dog and a white 
cat shared the mud floor wilh tiiem All Ihm:' 
water was haBckish, so that it gave the tea and 
goalsnilk a salty flavour. 1 gathered that these 
people led known better tirrEs, but they had 



bsEn living in this desolation for s^eaal yeEffs. 
Some years latE*^ I \vas oub seaichiiig for a 
lecoidtxeakiiig ainnaix boinid frc>in London to 
liie C^3q, vdio had niade a foiced landing on the 
KiiE*svlakte. I lost iny way agaiii, and came in 
dLie couise to the same farm. Theae ^vas the 
airmail aiid the same heipfLiI faniiEa:. Nothing 
had changed. 

Northwcttds oiice DXJie, and Ihe Diamond 
Road passes the Unroofed villages of 
BitlHifonlHLn, iBilhead 290 miles fiom Cepe 
Town, Bitterfontem's only daimlo feme rests on 
a gieat dianxiDd lohtey. Mai^ a time 1 have 
le&Eshedn^'self atthemahogai;^ counlerwheLe 
liiis coip was planned 

It ^vas in May 1931 that a registered packet 
containing diamonds ^vorth £80,000 \vas taken 
one ni^it from the little wood and - iron post 
office at BittErfbnbEin. The output from the 
govGoiment diamond diggings at the moutli of 
tiie Orange River has always been flown to CspB 
Town, and neve*^ lias a stone been lost. This 
packet came from ICleinzeei, the ricl% privately 
owned diamond crater on tlie coast The police 



woriced on the case for moie than a year. The 
head of the Diamond Detective Department 
travelled more tlian 18,000 miles, following 
clues; but the thi^es travelled further, and no 
one Vfc^as ever convicted. 

Wiliiin an hour aflEr leaving BiltafonlHin the 
Diamond Road wiiggles into the blue 
Kaniesbeig moualaLns. At five fhoisand feet 
you see the LdlefontGan mission, and the 
Itelched mud church built in 1816 by South 
Africa's fiist Wesleyan minister, Ihe cdd^iated 
Rev. Baiiebas Shaw. It took Shaw six weeks ty 
Qxw^onto leach this spot where he p:eached to 
Ihe Hottentols. Now you can cover Ihe ground in 
a dc^ - Ihanks to fest cars and the Diamond 
Road 

Beyond tiie missioii at a lii^ point of the 
great langq; stands a village with a story - 
Kamieskroon. named afte*^ the eaiormous crown 
of rock on the mountain above. Kamieskroon is 
tiiEie becaiBe of the wisdom of tiie "Lion of 
Namaqualand ", one of the most remarkahle men 
this stxange counhy hss poduced. His nam.e is 
Willean P. Steenkamp, and lie is a doctor both of 



theology and mediciiie. I like to think: of him as I 
fiist saw liiin. riding acioss liie veld of 
NEonaqLialand on a siqDGib Arab horse; a hugq, 
powerful man with a widEiximined hat; a strong, 
cleanrshaven face and a most d^Eonined j aw^. 

Dr. Steenferrp was bom in Ihis grim comer 
of South AMca Eariy liiis centuiy he studied 
theology at Glasgow and Amsteidam, securing 
his degree wllii the fiist scientific liiGsis written 
in Afiik^jns. The Dutch RffonrBd Cliurch, 
aheady aware of his hrains and personality, 
would have given hini a city coi^iegaHon; but 
he chose to letuni to Narrequaland and labour 
for yeais in the wilderness. He was an inspired 
ji:each^: Later in his caie^:' marry regarded hini 
as the most eEfedive speater in the Union House 
of Assariily. In Narrequaland lie was looted 
r^jon as a prophet, his advice was followed 
Uindly. Dr. St^nkanp is Narraqualand 

He can still a hall ar^'wlie^e in South Africa. 
His deep voicq, his floweiy Afrikaans, lias a 
magic quality. Wlieai he fonnd a little 
congregation cmshed imdea: a defct of £12,500, 
he set to v^^ik and wiped it out in a f&v years. 



Wheaieve*^ lie paieached, a statE^y cliuich arose. 
One of his Namaqualand congregEttions lived in 
a daric hollow^ in the mountains called 
Bowesdorp. Tliete was a chutch, Q storq, an hotel 
and a nunibe*^ of houses. Dr. Steenkamp decided 
thfit Bowesdorp \vas unhealthy, and that was the 
eaid of Bowesdorp. The w^iole village moved ip 
into the sunshine to Kamieskioon. 

Afler^yearsasapredil^ntDr. Sleenlsnpwas 
able to satisfy an old aniition He went to 
Louisville Univeasity, Kentud^, and qualified as 
a doctor of rredicine His son went tiirDig^h the 
course with hiin Father and son then corriinued 
liieir medical studies in Holland, Austria and 
London, and fmally set 1:5) in paactice together in 
C^De Town They are both redoubtahle big garre 
hunters and they have gone as far as K ilimRnj Rm 
witii fceir unerring rifles. 

Maiiy a lion has fallen before the "Lion of 
Naiiiaqualand" . 1 met liis son in Angola, on the 
trail of the most dangetTDUs beast of all, the 
Ixiffalo. A few^ years latea: 1 met the son agEun in 
the Westeoi Desert, He had tlie late E>uke of 
Aosta's e^e^Jiant gun as a souv^iir of Abyssinia. 



The Steeaikainps beJieve in packing seveaal 
caieeiB into liiEir lif^me. In his old age, the 
"Lion" returned to Naiiiaqualand to fann in the 
most retnote part of tliat diy temtory. Now you 
will imttestand vAiy I lialted for a few moniGgrts 
at Kamieslooon to pay tribute to a ixophGt 

Dr. Sleenlsnp told ire sloiies of iMs 
watGiriess counliy which indeed leveoled 
sernnns in stDnes. One concemed a lonely place 
called PoBsleep (Afiiteans: "bellyciawl") where 
the only spaing wiliiin seveaily miles is found. To 
reach the water you crav\l on your stomach 
tinDugh a narrow craace ia Ihe rocl^ 1^ down 
your hat as far as you can stretch your ami, and 
scoop 15) Ihe water 

Theai these is Besondenn^d ("riEanariiaUe 
giri"X another remote spot where an eariy tiek- 
boe*^ witJi his ™fe and dau^iter ^vere surrounded 
by hostile Hotteaitots. Feasting on tlie trekboer^s 
Qxeai, the Hottentots left the killing of the w^te 
peopde until the end of the leveJry. The tr^iboer 
awaited his chance. Wlien the nieatgorged 
Hottentots grav weaiy of dancing, lie reached 
out for liis old muzzleioadG*^ and fired into the 



liE*d of oxen. Tlie shot caused a stampedq. and 
most of the Hottentots ran after tiie oxen. The 
ti^iboeg: tiieai fiied at tlie remaining Hotteaitots, 
with his dau^iter standing calnily at his side 
hd.ping liiin to load. Very soon theg:e was not a 
living Hottentot in si^it One man, and a 
retiiaricahJe giii, had routed a horde 

NamaqtelaDd is full of odd {iace nan^s. 
Anoliier, not far from Ihe Diamond Road, is 
Geselsk^bank ("convetsation seat"), a flat rock 
txjvering neariy two aaes. The smfece contains 
a number of potholes, sothatwhsitheicffeiains 
fell, water is collected For tills leason 
Geselsk^bank has long beGai an oulspan for the 
lieldxos, a place of leunlon aftea:^ months or 
years for the people who wander across the 
haown fece of Nanaqualand wilii Hieir sheep in 
search of grass. Gesdsl^ibank, bow&^^ was a 
nwch older Hottentet name- Hauluis ("shoiiiing 
rock"). It seems that two Hottentot leadeis once 
met tiiGaB as enenies. Afraid to op^i batlle, Ihey 
contented IheaiBelves by shouting insulls across 
IheiDck. 



Now tiiesje is a littie town adiwait the 
Diamond Road. It is Spln^Dok, "cEqa.tal" of the 

26,000 squaie miles of Namaqualand. Governor 
Simon van dear Std toiled l^d liG*e from the CapB 
with his letinue in 1685, leaving his name and 
the date carved at llie eoliance to liie shaft he 
sunk, Vfcith llie aid of gur^DowdE*', in the Copper 
Mountain The log of his expedition, lost for two 
and a half cesituries, \vas discoveijed in the 
lifcrary of Trinity College, DutJin 

Van desr SIeI found copper oie, but until the 
middle of last coitmy Springbok rearBined a 
mEae huddle of Hottentot mafliiits. Then can:e 
lie copper boom and the Cornish miners. The 
landsc^ie must have st^geiBd them This is a 
counGy of imroense bouldets; some, lite 
Geselskcfibank lesting alone on sandy plains; 
olbers piled high, thousands i_5X}n thousands of 
lion, m fardasiic disoider. Then tiiBB are the 
dusfelomB. 1 will admit fie^ a Western Des^ 
sarxistomi is moie devasting, but not much nxiie. 
In this ooppea:' country, wheal a duslstemi comes, 
itisanecUpsa Thesundis^jpears, windov\« and 
doois are bolted, lan^s are lit 



Psiev^e^thGJGSs the Coniishnieai eaiduied these 
liardsliips and niaiiy more for seventy yeEffs. 
Fiom the harsh koji^iaes of NEunaqiialand they 
sdiacted copper woitli twenty million pounds. 
They also left beiiind theaii the Cornish fondness 
for tea. In coffeedrinldng South Africa, this 
retnote corner clings to tea at all houES of the 
d^y. Even the Hott^itots prefer it 

FoUow the load to the O'Okiep niin^ five 
niles ftom Springbok, and 1 wOl try to oonv^ a 
weaid experience of uif flist visit in 1925. At 
Itet tin^ Ihe O'Okiep mine ted been dcsed 
down for six years. CoppGr ted coll^eed soon 
aflET Ihe conislic& TTisy were teeming flie puri^js 
going, but fee streets of rusty, ooiiugated iton 
houses weie enpty, and only a few half-starved 
ffotJEntots hung dxiut the jiat^ lite cats round 
an abandoned homa 

It was eerie. I wandeaed across to the thiee 
deseried cliurclies. Oiie of tlie men at the Y*t- 
head pointed oiit tiie bull^marks on some of the 
doonvays; niadis left untoitclied since the siege 
of O'Okiep during the Boer War. "Tt>ey tried to 
send a trainload of dynamite into the settlement 



one ni^it" clutckled die pumptnan. "It would 
have wrecked the piace - only we had piilled iqD 
tiie line the ni^it before! " 

I saw Ihe old cricket pavUion and the 
giassless field where famous fJaiyeas once patted 
thEir bEits on matting and liard led giaveJ. Salt 
bLish was growing ovea: it. 1 thou^it of the race 
meetings, the polo, the l:a:ass bands, the aniabEur 
theatricals, when tliE*e ^veaie two thoiisand meai at 
O'Old^ and cop^Deg: w^as pcecioiB. Then. 1 
noticed that the club was open, the old building 
of ornamented tin reseaved for mine officials. 

On tist October aflemDon in 1925 Hie club 
had just six members - six of all the hundreds 
vArt had galhered Ihere forafarewell drinkwhen 
fhe mine dosed down. The s\:5Jeainlendent and a 
tir^^ staff had beoil^pttiiGaB by the coirpar:^ in 
tiie hope that copper would lise again In the 
Victorian ioohb of the dub lived fhe old 
OOki^ with all its ghosts. Every defeil had 
boGai left untDudied 1 stared at a laige wall m^ 
of fhe Western Front, wilh eveay fl^ of 1918 
paecisdy wteae it led b^ai stuck on Annrstrce 
Dc^. From the noddy leatherdiaiis behind wb 1 



seen^l to hear feint yet excited voices, critrcal 
edioes of the strategy of Foch and Byng. The 
dock had stopped in O'Oki^ and I had gone 
back along the patti of time. 

The cliib lilzffary hetc^itened the illLisioix 
Books lend even, moie to atmosphet:^ 1 think, 
than furniture or pictuies; and some of the dated 
volumes told the life stoiy of the mine fiom start 
to finish This lihraiy, I learned, was John 
Galsworthy's liofcfcy. His father was the C^do 
Copper Compar5''s solicitor, and as ayoung man 
Galsworthy visited O'Oldep as a gtiest of the 
conipaiiy. He saw tlie need for books, and w4ieii 
lie returned to Lxjndon lie acted for yeais as the 
club's literary adviser. All his own novels, 
published befoie 1919, w^et:e on the shelves, 

1 saw John Galswortt^'s reme in the vlsitois' 
book ... marry femous nariES on tatlEsred pages. 
Smnis and Botha had passed this ^N3y. On mar^^ 
ap^^I sawlhestgretureof R C. Comell — one 
of NamaqiBland's most detemined prospectois, 
and a gifted wiiter. 1 led met him only onc^ 
w4i^i 1 was a schoolboy and Fied Comell had 
ODme to n^ father's office to deliver a poen for 



putJicatioii in the iia\'sp^DGi:'. But for m^ 
ComeJl has always etiibodied the adv^itunDLis 
sprit which leads men into tiie hot unexplored 
wastes along tlie Orange River and far beyond. 
He wrote a book called "The GlainoLir of 
Prospecting", long oub of pont for w^ch 
collectors of Africaiia now pay lii^ pices. 
Often lie cainped on the rich diaiiiorKi tE*races at 
the Orange River mouth; but in spte of a legend 
thfit he really discovered that hoard, 1 know that 
he was unaware of the fortune beaiealh. him. 
ComE^t vAio liad survived all the vicissitudes of 
a pospector's lifq, died afto: a motor accident in 
Lorxfon He w;^ anotliE*^ of the daring meai vdio 
traveled the Diamond Road. 

COkiep was lie scesne of a queer "irming 
veaiture" during the 1914-18 war, wb^i there 
w^ a botfle famine m Soulii Afilca Th^ still 
Ml liie stoiy of liie poor HottenlDt who Meted 
15) a botlie in Ihe veld oifeide O'Okiep one d^, 
look it \o file stoiEteepei^ and received sixpence 
for it He letumed to tiie spot with a spade and 
UDGOVQBd wto ^jpeared to be an inexhauslible 
sL^jply of bottles. For decades liiis led b^n the 



burial ground of all the bottles eaxptiedby tinisly 
Coirdshmea Then a nav site was selected, and 
Iliis "bottle nine" had b^ai foigottea Unwisely 
Ihe Hotl^ilDt boasted of his good foriune. ClaioB 
weae slated, partnaships fonned, thousands of 
bottles came Id the surface, Sonie wero haLf a 
GGntury old, but they fetched Iheir price. Tlie 
daily production of bottles must have begun to 
conjjete Willi tlie copper oulput. Ttoilhesiqjply 
failed, and caiefd fffospecting revealed no noie 
pe^^alie ^ass. O'Okiep, 1 must add, slumbered 
belweGai Ihe wars and came to life again soon 
after Munich. Other mines in llie neiglibouriiood 
le^ved, thanks to American earioprise; and at 
Ihe tine of writing Ihey are all flourishing. The 
coloured people of Ihe distiict who inherited not 
only a taste for tea but also mai^ Comish 
©qnessions, have now added American plirases 
to Iheir speech. And last tine 1 drove up the 
Diamond Road, all the hotels in Ihe copper area 
weae seaving iced gicfjefmit at breakfast That 
was sonelhing the Comish niros ne^er thought 
of orderit^. 



The load, m^ie« it leEives O'OldGp, turns at last 
towards the sea and the dianionds. Heaie and 
the^e it touches the route of one of Africa's oldest 
aixl queerest railwE^'s. They pulled i^ die tiack 
in 1945 for scr^ metal; but once 1 lode from 
O'Oldep to Port ?*Jolloth in the toy coaches and 
m^ J ack Meadows, the Comishman vAio ran the 
line for more llian thirty years. Trave^le*s called 
it the "one man rail\vay" at that period, for the 
seivice had beeai reduced to one train a ^veek 
each way and Jack Meadows ^vas pJaying many 
parts. He sold me my ticket saw^ the fret^it into 
the van, Hew his w^stle and theai climbed on 
board as conductor. (In addition to these duties 
Jack Meadows became haiboumiaster on arrival 
at P[>rt NoUoth). Everything vjas in miniatuie 
along the ninely-two miles of the railwsy. Thet:e 
wo:e evoi private coaches for hi^ officials; 
queer little boxes of Victorian design with 
paintworic Histet:ed hy the Namaqualand sun. 

OpsiedinlSTB, the thiilyliicli gauge lioe cost 
£1,000 a mile on Ihe l&^d, and about Iwii^ Ihat 
sum iQ the mDunlaiiis. Water was the gieat 
poblem The surveyois sank a well at one place 



v\4ise they found a pJant with long roots. They 
w€3it down liirou^ sand and layers of haid- 
bated deposits: but at 124 ft. the bottom was as 
diy as the top The roots went down fmlher, but 
Ihe surveyors gave up Ihe task aod seardied 
eJsQ^^heie, The Line pmsues an oiatLC course 
often of necessity, for Iheie aro fearsome drops 
between O'Okiep and the sea It is said, too, that 
Ihe contactor was paid by the mile and that 
son:e of Ihe leisurely curves r^resait the ©ctra 
paofit he mada The IngenioiG aigineers had to 
ovQcone a giade of one in nin^een at a spot 
called Dicks Cuttii^. Going down past 
Anaious, I reanEmbea; they hrote the tiain i^ 
into sections, each one witii a bffateman This 
tii^ lailwcy rendered valiarit service in two wars. 
It was used in the Boer War; and whsi Botha 
and Smuls invaded German Soulh-West Africa 
in 1914, Jack Meadows led Id run eight trains a 
dc^. Now it has carried its last load, and 
everything goes by road to the railhead at 
Bittorfontoin. 

One point touched hy bolli railwny^ and the 
EXaniond Road is Steankopt an old mission 



station and also the junifingoff [Jace for the 
little-loiown RiclitetisveJci It was in the 

RichtEisvGid that Sir Jaines Alotandea: wodiied 
coppET more than a cemtiny ago, floating his oie 
down the OrEuige River in beiges. Maiiy believe 
the RiclibEasveld is a treasurehoiise of undis- 
covGSiied M^ealth, E>ry little Steankopf offers the 
tiavelleg: one of the finest coliecUoDS of lare 
succulent jAarAs in the woiid; those queer 
carmuflaged stcfjelias, eiphoitias, plants wilii 
leaves pacted as tigMy as a calendar: plants Lfe 
CODES, tortoises and pehties; all collected by 
Meyer, the old nlssionaiy, whose naine is 
famous arm ng botanists. This is also Ihe lard of 
the kokEabooni; the tiee fnoin w^ch the 
Bushmen made thear qiiivers. Even now you may 
find, beside a wateaholq. a kokeibooni with pe^ 
driven into the tiunk. That was the Bushman's 
way of esc^^De w^ien he saw a lion coming to 
drink. You will encounter no moie Bushmen 
along the Diamond Road now. They have gone 
to vastiiesses beyond the Orange Riv^:". But 1 
rEmieaiiber one fami wiierq. on my first journey, 
an aged Bushman still lingered His name was 



Koutati and he made a wonderful shepheni 
When sent to the nearest post office for letters, 
the fanner told mq, Koutab w^uld set off at a 
jogtiot at two o'clock in the morning, and leiuni 
soon after sunset the sam.e day. He had covet:ed 
ei^ity miles witii hardly a rest Koutab had an 
^^jetite to match liis powetB of endurEttice. He 
could, eat half a steenbok at a sitting and sleep 
for thirty-six houis aftetw^ards. He liked locusts 
and ants, too, but wnuld not tackle baboons or 
spiders. To detect tlie pcesence of ants in a he^ 
he would place a leed to his ear and list^x 
Koutab made bows and anows. The poison, he 
declared, w^as a mixtuLe <^ snake venom and 
jdant juices. It is liard to estimate a Busliman's 
age^ but the fanner told me tiiat Koutab was a 
centeaiarian. He certainly looked it 

Hotlenbb you will see at mai^ poiuts along 
Ihe Diamond Road - the Namaquas, known to 
Ihe eady DiiUch setHeas, as the "ChiDese 
ffotjentots". They l^ive yeWowish conplexioiis 
and nanow eyes; and fioni these and other dues 
an intEjLesting theory has b^ai evolved It Ibs 
been estabUshed ti^it Chinese traders sailed to 



East Africa in junks ceaituries ago. ThESie is a 
legEaid tliat a fleet of junks, Mown off their 
ooutse during a gale; weie earned lound the 
C^De of Good Hope and drifted nortfiwards with 
the BengLieJla cuneait Wrecked near P[>rt 
NoUoth, the Cliinese mingled with the Hottentots 
and imparted the chaiact^stics w^ch aie still 
observed today. Certain similarities of language 
have also beeai traced As a Cliinese junk sailed 
all the way to Enc^and fiom Canton in 1848, 
these is no leason vAiy older junks should not 
have readied the Nainaqiialand coast 1 find it 
fascinaling to imagine tiie meeting between the 
t^vo peoples long ago, wliile the batsvinged junks 
with tlieir painted eyes, fc*ass canonades and 
decorabed poops fccoke up on the locky shoie. 

The DiamDnd Road oiteB dismal, ofleii fog- 
coveaed, dune counliy iieor Ihe 03^t skills the 
dGp:essLng settierrEait of Port Nolloth, and turns 
Dorthwaid again on Ihe last Icfi. Here I alwc^s 
liiink of the giealEst aninBl stoiy, one of lie 
deepest n^'steaies, tliat Africa has ever known, 
for Ihis desolate streteh of coast beUveen Poit 
Nolloth and lie Orange River was the scena The 



event oocurred hrfore ny line, yet when W. C. 
Scully descxibed it \o ne Hie whole astounding 
spectacle lose befoie rry eyes. 

It is the wintEs: of 1892 and tiie spciii^Dok aie 
tielddng WGst^varcls in millions acaoss 
Bushnianland. Goidon Gumming and many other 
hiint^s liavewritbEaiof tiiespon^DokmigLations; 
hut this one is the strangest and most dramalic of 
all. Wave aftEs: living wave passes over the VG^d, 
myriads of liooves dmmming, accompanied by 
another sound like a rushing ™nd. For miles the 
hard earth is torn l^d as thou^ by pJou^is. The 
spain^Dok multitude ^:|:9T>aches the mountains at 
the western edge of Bushmaiiland. Rain often 
falls here in wintet:; and her^ aftea: feeding on the 
n^v grass, tiie migrating spcin^Dok alwE^ 
turned and scattGied 

This lime the herds do not turn. They cedss 
fhe niDunlains, still heo^ mllions strong, and 
pass on inesistiMy towards Ihe sea Astonished 
farailies of troldxos Wcdch then; and do not 
foiget to file into the moving mass. Almost 
eveay bullet brings down bvo, sometinES tiire^ 
springbok The hsris dash on, le^angwithlyie- 



sh^Ded honB down, bodies arclied, legs stiff; 
raising snow^w^te Hazes of li£u.r on liiEir backs 
as tiiEy rise teai feet into the air. Near the coast, 
on the wagon liack that is later to become the 
Diamond Road, stEttids Scully the magistrate. He 
sees die advancing aniiies of spdn^Dok reach the 
shore at last and race on into llie fcreakeas. They 
drink the salt water, and soon they die. Countless 
thousands of sponc^xjk caicases litter the 
beaches in one unhcokeai he^ for tiiirty miles. 

The lemmings of Norwecy are small fry 
conjjaied with tills mass suicide of tiie 
springbok Accoiding Id Scully, the mounlaLns 
weaevey diy ti:^ year and the springboks failed 
Id find giass. A springbok usually lives without 
drinki^. On tills oaiasion, however, they v^eie 
in the grip of a laging tiiiist w4ilcli could never 
be slated, but which led than to tiie only walnr 
in their path. 1 think Scully was right, for It is on 
lecoid ti:^ the nigiating springbok son^times 
dashed into the Orange River in the same wey 
and diank the water. Only in 1892, ^parentiy, 
did the great t3Bk aid in fte sea The stench ftom 
Ihe carcases became so ^jpalling ti:Bt a^ayone 



near the scaie ted to nijve inland. The last tak 
on the grand scale occuned in 1896, and todey 
tiiere are not oiough springbok in tiie whole of 
South Africa Id present such a spectada Every 
nigratron was a massacie. 

OurjouniGy rp the Diamond Road eaids ^^^tgii 
a bEffbed ^vire fence ^zpeais, with a gate across 
the road It is fifty miles from Port Nollotli to the 
eaid of the load at Alexander Bay diamond 
diggings; but the ordinary travd-lea" may drive 
only a few miles Lq3 this load If you aie crafty or 
influential enoi*^ to pass tlie barriea: you must 
travel on alone. The old Dutch exfJore^s would 
not have ^:|:coved of a "No Admission" sign on 
a heavy gate. I like the Diamond Road as 1 fiist 
saw it - sandy in stretches, ofteai Ixnnpy, but fiee 
as it was vdien H^er van Meediof made the fiist 
wliee^ tracks towards the distant land of 
Monomot^DQ. 



Book Two : feYONDlta: Frontier 

Chapter 11 
Return To Luderitz 

Throu^ my porthole I can see the long w^te 
fingGr of a Hothouse against a hrown andjagged 
des^l; coast It is Diaz Point I last niade this 
landfall inoie than twenty years ago, and from 
the sea LudEiitzbucht looks unchanged 

Only the GsiiBns would l^ve built on such a 
giand scale in this d€S[o:alE place. InBgine a 
laodsc^ie so dry ttet e^eiy diop of diliiking 
water inLBt be condensed from the sea, and you 
have an idea of the desolation of Ludeitzbucht 
The town is set among loose dunes and tieas of 
sunscoiclied volcanic lock - a fantastic scene 
wittoitt a tree or a gieen bieh withiQ eight miles. 
This is a land of sand Hast one of the windiest 
coasts in liie wodd Violeait soulh-west winds, 
laging almost incessandy for seven months of 
the year, drive the sand with SLich force that huge 
rocks are scored and hor^yconibed into quee*^ 
sh^Des. Tliese H^i wirxfa create tremendous 
"dust devils", pillars of dust that gyrate across 



country and oftear pEiss over the bay before 
collfq^sing in sinoky swids. 

Y^ this is also the wind that distributes the 
diamonds aloi^ hundieds of miles of coastlina 
This wind still uncovers le^er afler Ic^ea™, 
IhrowLi^ \:ip wealth witii roaring geneaoslly. 

Alwe^^ tliG*e are the dunes. Great crescent- 
shaqDed "barclian" dunes that cover tire railw^s^' 
tracks and men ^lo have died from liiirst; cover 
and uncover liiem in a never-ending march. In 
Luderitzhucht you may hear mariy a tale of dealh 
in tire dunes. 

It was not alweys hte this. Once there were 
flowers and palm foiests in this wlldeness. Now 
itisap^nfledfoiest and only theshc^ies of the 
lost flowers lanain in stone. 

Luderitz. liie towix is not so grim, liiou^ it 
can never forg^ the surroundirrg desert for long. 
As 1 walked off the woodear jedy 1 think of the 
town I saw years ago ... streete deep in sand, 
streets wiieie peojiJe once picked rqD diamonds; 
tiolleylines evetywliere^ with mules liauling 
freg^it and passengetis. One street I recall, some 
hmrrorist liad named Under den Lindeti. Motor- 



cars had not yet pEsietiated this stiange oulpost 
Today tiiGt:e are taxicabs in LudEiitz;, and the 
streets aie paved. 

Near the watGafront is the watEsr disHIlmg 
plant on which life in Lndeiltz depends. 
OpeaalBi ly the South African Railwe^^, it 
conveils 2,300 gallors of sea water inio 1,300 
gallons of fiesh water every hour. The town's 
SL^jply is punped into tanks on Hie summit of a 
200-ft k}ppie called Diamantbeig. Fiesh water 
costs seven shillings for 100 gallons, and you 
can have a bath for Is, 6d. at Ihe hotels. 

On the Diaiiianthetg stands the finest house in 
LndGtitz, a fine Teutonic mansion builtwliEaillie 
Geansn Crown Prince was expected to visit the 
teillDiy. 1 behave it O3stffi,000, and it was sold 
to the Union GovGonnent not so long ago for 
£1,200 as a residEnce for the magistiate. The 
gard^i is as letnaricalie as the iiouse. You could 
stand and admire botli of than in ai^ subutb 
ai^TvliEte. PeofJe in Ludaitz, despairing of the 
acHng sancfy ^vildEoiess, have beEsi known to 
send to C^3e Town for eaitii to grow [Jants in 
tubs. The magistrate's gaidea^ seeai aganst the 



parched DianianthEag, is the main wondEr of 
Ludealtz. 

From a bench on the Diamantberg you can 
see many olherhoiJsesbLiiltinlheGeniEttitune. 
Comjgated iron was "vobxjtEai" in those d^fs 
eccept for sheds. Liderilz owes ils sohdity, its 
comfortalie air of pemHnenoe to that law. 

Fiom liGie you can see the dead diamond 
fields at Kolmanskop, E^^t miles away, - with 
macliiiiGsy lliat cost millions rusting in die sand. 
E>own in the harijour are llie crawfisli cutteis 
which help to maintain liie town that has lost its 
diamond irxiustry. Neve*^ again wdll Ludeotz 
liave its own Stock Exchangq. wdth diamond 
shares woitli millions of marks changing hands 
day E^terday. 

Yd; tlie diamonds aie still there. Eveaywliere 
you go oulside Luderitz are noticeboards 
mar king aieas wMch you cannot aiter wiltout a 
ponit Th^ IbII atmestoiy of a visii^ school- 
teacher who went for a short walk on the edge of 
Ihe t?wn She shook Hie sand out of her shoes 
wb^i she i^umed. Out feil a diamond. The 







This Ime German man^^ion overlooking Luderiizbuchi (buili for 

ihc GLTtnan Crown Prince) was suld lo ihc Union Goveinmcnl 

recently For £1,200. 



dianiond company, liowev^e*', has moved soudi 
and built a new. barricaded camp 150 miles 
away near die moulii of the Orange River. There 
are diamonds almost evetyvdiEre in this coastal 
desert, bub the Orangeanund terraces are the 
richest fields of all . 

Stili peariied irfleclively on the Diamanterg, 
I geize across tiie town to Shaik Island and 
lemembei^ anothei^ pliase of GeniBn colonisatLon. 
The Gemians w4id built so well on Hiese banen 
shores also set 1:5) a local Belssi neady foily 
years ago. 

It is 1906, the year when liie Hottentots lose 
in i^olt In the north tiie Hereros liave already 
been decimated. Now^ the Hotteaibot pisone*s aie 
being driveai into Luderitz, and Sharic Island is 
their destination. The grim island lies so close to 
the town thfit today a causeway has been built so 
that you can walk fiom the mainland to the 
hospital on the island. There is no liospital for 
the beeten Hottentots. They arave looking like 
skeletons, and they remain on ti^ island witiiout 
jKoper clothing wthoiit fciankete, oft^i ™tliout 
rations or water. There;, in 1906, they may be 



seen starving to c^ath - thoiisEttids of niea% 
lumdieds of women. Some ^icapB at ni^it by 
swinuning. only to p^sh in tlie desert, A few 
bundled live to tell the tale of tliis BeJs^i in 
Soulh-West Africa. 

Two islands bdp to f onn lie harixiur at 
Luderitz. One is Sharif and beyond is Seal Island 
- a snEill hunp of land wilii caves which are the 
leg^idaiy hiding places of a great piiBlBhoaid. 1 
know one nan who dt^ Ihe sand out of several 
caves and excavated several old hrunze coins 
andasnuff box with the ^jpearance of gold He 
lost these inlHresting obj eels before 1h^ could be 
etamined by experts; forwh£aiwarcan]einl914 
Ihe Germans seized his possessions and sent him 
to an inlemment canp. A few yeais before 1914 
Ihere was a British steam yaclit the Alfred 
Noble, in these waters. She was manned by 
Royal Navy officers on leav& Brfbre they left, 
eaipty-handed, Ihey annDunced tto; they had 
been seeking C^ilain Kidd's treasure. 

Beiow^ my peich on tlie Diainantbetig^ ate the 
rdeasant batliing boxes of the lagoon resort 
called Ostende. You find pactuiesqiie toLiclies in 



this ^vEird desett. The hoteJ \\4iGt:B I sliall lunch is 
not a Masonic or Comin€tT[nal, bub the Europa 
Hof. I had inaiveJlous coffee and peach cake in a 
cafe tliis morning. They have fiesh inilk, w^te 
Ixead, good meat and vegEtahJ.es in this town, 
thouc^ tiie nearest fanns aie at Aus, ei^ity miles 
inland w^iiEa:e the Namib ends. I am told lliat the 
gEmsbok come down to the sea outside LLKleritz, 
thouc^ 1 cannot esqiJain how thEy live. 

This old l^iixjur of Ihe Portuguese exploies 
has given shelter Id pirates and gumuniKas, 
AmEalcan vdialeis, to rrRn y fenrius ships. For a 
long period, until the Goman occL^jatioii only 
sixty years ^o, the place was a do man's land, a 
lav\less litlie setflenEsnt wh^e vivid characters 
hved and died 1 nuist drive out to Diaz Point for 
1i^ is v^here tiie story begins. 

On tliis rocky point 1 seem to see 
Bartholomew Diaz and liis scurvystiickEn 
sailonnen landing witli tlie stone pillar tliey set 
up theie in 1487. It is sumioLmtecl by an iron 
cross, and they call it liie Hilar of Santhiago. The 
harbour lliey name Aiigra PeqiiG«a ("litde bay") 



and this name it retains until the Geanian 

occLqDation. 

Centuries afler Diaz come lecldess wMing 
and seahng creus. Th^ discover the cross, but 
liie civUised worid krKsws nothing of it until 
1833, wlien C^jtain Owen, RN., leporis it By 
tist tiiTE the pillar has been cast down arxi 
shattered, and fee iron cross las vanished. 

Such an act of vandalism nii^it be easy to 
scfdain ^len drunkeai ciews w€*e on shore in a 
lawless liarbour™thnothingto do. Buttheaieisa 
queG*" tale w^ch I liave heard in half a dozen 
difEereait foniis connected with tliis Pillar of 
Santhiago. It is said that the tou^i sailonneai of 
the lAhaleis overturned the p.llar to search for 
treasure buried beneath it 

Tlien Ihere was Ihe lepori; of Ccfitatn Parter of 
tiie brig Kirfovood, who dug beneaiii tlie hffoten 
jillar, throi^ a le^er of hiid gieno, arxi 
eccavated a deal box. "Upon opening the box a 
mFtn with his amB across his heart and looking 
us fuU in the fece was presented to our viov," 
wrote C^jtain Parte: "The features betic^^ed an 
ecpaession of tenor. His gam^nts wero hght arri 



his liands had not beeai used to haid wodc We 
IxoiK^ him and a portion of the cross to St 
HdEsia." 

The pieseivalion of the bcxfy of this unknown 
iTRH is explaiiied by a peculiar properly of the 
soil of the South-West African coast which has 
an embahmig effect Prohohly the chemical 
coDstitueLils of the gyano (phospittes) are 
lespoDsiHe for liiis effect 

Why did C^^tain PadiEr oqioie the site of 
tiie Diaz cioss? It se^iis fdain that lie was 
influeaiced by one of the many tieasuie legeamfe 
thfib one still hears in Lu(feotzbi*cht bub the li\je 
details will never be known. 

There wgsb ghouls in those deys, for a 
mininified body - possibly Ihat which C^lain 
Parter found - was shipped from Soutli-West 
Africa to Liveapoot whereitwasesMhitedasan 
"African Relic". 

The fragment of the Diaz cross found by 
C^Dtain OwEn consisted of a madzie basQ. round 
on one side and squEirq, for tiie inscription, on the 
othea; a Hock of hard, sheJly limestone such as is 
found in F\>rtugal; and a sliaft six feet biglx 



Ap^Dar^itiy there we*e t^vo crosses - tiie iion one 
wliich was n^^er foinid, and a stone cross of the 
same haieadth and tiiickness as tiie shaft ™.th an 
inscription almost oUite^ated. The lattei" cross 
was seen by one of C^itain Oweai's officers. 

Portions of liie PQlar of Sanliiiago were 
taDughtiD CcjjeTowniQaguano schooner about 
the niddle of last oentuiy and weB set ip in the 
sh^je of a cross at the oifcrance to the South 
African Museum 

PortLigal made vigorous efforts to recov^ 
these lelics of lier famous men. Chevalier du 
Ptati Consul for Fbrtugal in C^De Town in 1865, 
made a successfid claim for tte rq^per i^art of the 
Diaz CIOSS, wliicli was taken fiom the South 
African MrBeum to Lisbon. One of the original 
p.eces remains in C^do Towix Another fragment 
was taken to Ne^v Zealand by Sir George Grey, a 
fonner Governor of the C^do. 

In Ihe Lucfcaitz museum they have the 
corrplete stel^on of a negress. All the old 
Portuguese navigators c^tmed native worr^n 
and maiooned them on distant shores, believing 
1i^ women would be treated with nniB kindness 



diaii men. They always iiitEndGd to pMck iqD tliese 
wom^X months or yeais later, and thus hear of 
n^v tribes and fresh souLces of wealth. The 
skeleton in Luderitz is bellied to be liiat of a 
West African woinan^^^io sailed with Diaz. 

The old GoTLBn liglithoiise still stands at Diaz 
Point bLtt the modem foghorn, with its 
casteUaied tunet in honour of tiie Portiguese 
discov€a^s, is of lecent data There is also a 
stone cross iBcoiding the landing of Diaz: 

Diaz RDint is only nine miles frc>m Liideritz, 
but befoie; the roit^ niotonoad \vas built it 
could be leached only by sea. No doubt tlio^e are 
a few South. African soldiers still living M/ho 
rGaiiemiber how tliey neariy starved to death 
thG*e. Tliey were on guard duly at the li^ilhouse 
soon after" tiie Union occxq^atioii in 1914; and it 
seetiis tliEib they were forgotterL Having eaten all 
their rations they hoisted a distress signal. A 
British cruiser si^ited it and seait a boat to the 
rescue. The izresent keeper of the liglit can drive 
into town within twenty minutes. He has a great 
cage filled witli canaries to keep him compai^. 
On the df^' of iiiy visit; w^rk had started on a 



nav house. Hard by Diaz Point you wn.ll see the 
sharp rocks of Halifax Island, a guano island It 
is a small island, separated from the mainland ty 
a narrow clianrjGi, so that you can ^vatch the 
peaiguins waddling l^d to tiieir buixows. Married 
men like to be stationed as headmen on Halifax, 
for it lias none of the loneliness of the other 
guarK> isles of this desert coast They can go to 
LudEritz for srqi^ies, arxl send their children to 
school. 

Halifex Island has its stoiy, too. I have a 
vision of a wiate steam yacht anchoied off the 
island She is Ihe Xana, chartGaBi by Loid 
FitzwiULam, a femous Irish treasuiEiiualEjr. It is 
1906, and the diamond nish tes not yet stalled 
on liiese shoies. Yet there are mai iq Ihe Xema 
\^4io know that diariionds atB to be found in these 
sands. 

How did they laiow? Some say that a 
shipxvrecked crav took dianiorxis back to 
En^and with them; others tell you that a sailing 
ship loaded sarxl ballast at LudEritz and that 
diamonds were fouixl in the sarxl 1 liave a l^ter, 
written in red ink, w^ch exfJains that tlie secret 



was leveoled by a Cardiff shipanaster, CEqDtain R, 
Jones, on his dGedibecL He had filled a p.ckle- 
bottie with, diamonds w^le loading guano at 
Halifax Island. 

At all ev€arfs, here is the Xenia. Woid of her 
nission lias leated out and li£9: master, CeplBiii 
Tenperiey Gi^, has been mteicepted at sea hy 
HM.S. Teipsichoie and warned gainst making 
a landing. But Hie Xenia has a speed of sixteen 
knols. She has given the cmisGarthe sUp, and now 
Ihe iTEsn aie on shoie with spades. 

DiainondifEcous graved is found on the island, 
tiie men are cheering - and then die Teq^ischore 
heaves in si^it again. This time she remains on 
guard until the frustrated Xema steams aw;^ to 
tiie south. Vigorous ^forts are made in C^do 
Town by tiie Xeaiia's eharteaeis to secure a 
fxospecting peniiit for the guano .islands. Dr. 
Jamesorj, then Premie*^ of the CaqDe Color^, liears 
tiiGir story but finally refuses to grant pGaniission. 
Halifax Island is left to the penguirB. 

It is low tide, andl amahle to wadeactossto 
a tii^ isi^ h^weeii Halifax and the mainland. 
There is a grave on liiis islet coveted with 



stones, and a board with a faint inscription It is 
jiBt possible to read a f eA^ words. 

In Meaiiory of George Porxl 

of London 
Arigust 1902 
Aged 51 
Died of Hunger 

andThitst 

From one source 1 leam HkJ George Pond 
was a rrEmber of a guano gang on an island 
furthGr down the coast The wafer ran low in tlie 
tanks, and Ihe si^jply ship was overdiK; George 
Porxl volunteeied to maiuh to Lndeltz for hdp. 
ffe was fotmd dead by the men on fMifax, but 
Ihey guessed what ted h^pened and sent a 
cuttor to the watodess island - j ust tn tima 

That is one explanation. Tlie otliet^ tale is even 
more grim. They say that George Pond ^vas run 
out of LudEotz hy the Gennans, s^it out 
mercilessly into the desert; arxl that lie tiudgecl 
towards Halifax Island to find she^tEi", The islarxi 
headman found him too latQ, and buried him 



with a board over tiie grave stating liiat George 
Pond had bee^i abandoned by the people of 
Litdetitz. When one boaid was pulled down, the 
headman patieailly eaigLaved another. Some of 
the words on the pcesent board can no longer be 
dedfdiG^ed. All that is certain is thtit poor Geoitje 
Pond died of lunigEr and tiiirst 

On the Wc^ back to Lufaitz I visit 
StumE^ogel Bc^ and the ruins of a w^Ming 
station. Every hsy on tias coast seems to have 
boGai used h/ liie Norwegian wtete huiTteas at 
sorre tirre or another. 

H«:e at Stiiniivogel, ^vliere the flamingos 
stalk the beach, you can still see the cetn^it 
slipw;^ built in 1913, and conrxied tanks still 
holding tons of whale oil. The pathos of desola- 
tion sunounds the abandoned factory. The 
Norwegians have left a Sveaid Foyn gun behind, 
conii:J.ete ™th liarpoon; and someone lias 
mounted it neatly on a concrete base so that 
visitors may swivel it round arxi aim at 
imaginary \\iTales. You winder ^^^lat tales of the 
sea w^ie told oil that deserted beach, wiiat bold 
and roving seamen once w^ked 11iE*e. The 



fffefahricated ^voodEai Norwegian liouse \\4iet:e 
the wdialenneai lived is still in good repair. It lias 
overfianging eaves, and parties of school 
cliildren \ise it during thear holidays. 

IVfy coaster sails at d^hieak. I shall drmb the 
Diamantbeig again and liy to rec^)ttire all those 
dramatic inlEriudes wiiich give Ihe old harfxmr 
of AngraPequerails rich bacj^round of history. 

It is the middle of the last century, and 
alr^eady there are a few white tradEss and 
prospectors living in v^^ooden sliacks on these 
shores. One gave his name to Van Reeaieai's 
Cove Hotteaitots arrive from the interior with 
cattiq, ostrich feathets arxi the sldns of wild 
animals. 

Most famous of all the eariy settieis was 
David Radfoid, of Colcheste:; Essex. (There is a 
Redford's B^ on the charls, birt I have the 
XKirative ftom the man's daughlEa:' and the narre 
should be spdt Radforrl) When Radford arrived 
in 1861, the otiiErvAite settios had depaited and 
Iteie WEie only Hottenbots and Bushmen on the 
beach. 




'Died of hunger and thirsf — a grave on the dcsi^rt coast of South-West Africa, 



Radford niade friGsids vdlii die BLBliinert and 
liiey gave him veaiisoix and fiesh ^vatGa: from 
their ostrich egg sliEils. He lode an ox far into 
the Naniib. A shijianastGr sold him a ^vhal^Doat 
and lie caii^rt shades and boiled tliG«i down in 
tiie iron pots that still lEsnain on liie beach at 
Radford's Bay. He seait oil, sealskins and cattle 
to CaqDe Town by schoone*', receiving trade 
goods in exchange. Ofteai this loneJy trader in no 
man's land was in danger, often lie ^vas robbed 
hy the Hotteaitots. Y et he wonld not leave. 

During a visit to C^)e Town in 1878 Radfoid 
nEoied a Miss Powell and took i^r back to 
Radfoid's B^y. While he was aw^ inland 
liading, his wife icH Ihe fishery, salted and 
snxjted the catoh They employed three huniers 
Id briig Iheni ganie. Tliere, in 1881, a daij^ter 
was bom; and Ihey had seven rmie children in 
Ihm:' house beside the lagoon. "We were h^>py 
because it was a wild countiy and we were fiee," 
Ihe eldest daughtea^ told nie. "1 canstillieniHiiba:' 
the sailing ships that called and the cargoes they 
landed." 



By 1883, Radford had become a posve*^ in the 
land and owner of die hay wlie*e the town now 
stands. H^r F. A. Luderitz anived, a Bronieii 
merchant wixD had heard tales of copper in the 
desert (All these eariy settlers we*e after cojiper. 
nev^er dteaming of liie diamonds lying all round 
liiean.) Tlie following year Gemiaiiy claimed the 
whole country, and a rusty cannon of unknown 
origiix bearing the date 1760, was fired to salute 
tiie annexatioix 

Radford, iow^/^ was not so easily 
dispossessed of his pion^sr holdings. He look his 
datm Id Berhn, and at last the Gennan 
GovQument awaied him a life anriuily and 
dishibuted 20,000 gold nHri© among his 
childrerL Nota^ey adventurer fares so well. 

Radfoid died in 1913, but a numbei: of his 
descendants aie still living in Ciq^e Town and 
Soulh-West Africa: 

Lnderitz, Ihe neA^comsr, was an enlerprising 
iTRn, and there is reason Id Mia^e that he found 
diamonds loi^ before flie official disosvoy. 

He made a daring trip down the coast in an 
opeai boat to the Orange RivGs: moudx and it is 



said diEit he crossed die bar aiid sailed up the 
river. On the return trip the boat cf^Dsized, and 
Luderitz M^as drowned 

The stoiy of modesni Luderilzbucht began in 
1908, when a young Gsman milwcpiBn picted 
xtp a diamond and became a millionaiie. August 
Slauch was his nane. His gang of natives was 
shoveUing sand off the newlylaid lailwcy line 
lA^iGai Slauch saw son:ethii^ glittering on a 
yeJlow dune. "Dianxind, b^s," lemari^ an 
inlHlligeait ODloured labourer, James KoIuhd, 
\\4iDhadwori^in1heKinibedey rniiies. Stanch 
resigned from Hie railwe^ seivii^ and pegged 
daiins which proved to be marvdlously rich 
They wero at Kolmanstop, the jiace iKimed in 
honour of the coloured man who knsA^ the 
diffeaoice b^weeai a piece of glass and a 
precious bliia^4iite crystal. 

So now all this country beyond my fJE*ch on 
the Diainantberg is "SperrgGiiet", forfciddEn 
tEsritoiy w4iGre police on earners and in cars are 
foiever patrolling from wabErfiole to coast in 
search of fresh footjxints. 



Diamond laideis have couib ly air, land and 
sea into this land of Hie great thirst and riches. 
One man was caught wilh a mrniature 
cond^isrr^ plant striped Id his back so tiet he 
could survive with tiie sea as his only walnr 
SL^jply. But as I gaze round this stnisler 
landsc^jel amnotlEnpted. Alweysth^earolhe 
dunes. 

Sunset aiid my coaster ™11 soon be putting 
LqD her riding limits. 1 can see hear silliouetted 
agEdnst the gold of eveaiing. Beyond, 1 seem to 
see an older and more famous ship - a manr'o- 
\var with masts and yards and a small funneJ. It 
is 1863, and C^Dtain Setiimes has fcrouglit the 
Alabama in here, beyond tiie reach of 
international law. Tlie daring Confedernte 
commerce raider has a prize in the bay, the 
Fedeaal barque See Bride. C^^tain Semmes 
makes gifts to tlie Hottentots, sells the Sea Bride 
and her cargo to a Cape Town sliipowner, and 
sails away from. Angra F^queaia to his fatal 
eaicounter with the Keaisage. 

This is a sttange comer of Ihe woiid to sight 
Ihe Russian flag, butbeforeiiightfaUItevealast 



vison. Adniiial RozhEstveaiski hss found sliEitGr 
hEce in 1904 for liis doomed fleet ... the 
batdeship Suvaoov, die tJackpainted cruisGaB, the 
collies and stoie ships. He coals, takes some 
fresh meat And he- too, leaves to keep an 
inevitaUe ^^xjintment with Togo atTsusliima. 

Night Mis on Ihe old Isriour of Angia 
PequeiB. Now Iheie is lie light on Diaz Point 
agam and the dunes of deatii aie covQ:Bi by the 
kindly dari^iess. -:- 

Chapter 12 
World Of Sand 

Old harixjurof the outlaws of a dozen nations, 
of American whalemiEai, ivoiy and catlie traders, 
hunlEas and slave dealss - that was Walvis B3y 
last centLny. Now it is a giuwng, moden 
se^xjrt Ihe busiest place belweai LobitD B^y 
and C^)e Town The lailwc^^ loute acEoss tte 
Kal aliRri Desert Ibs been survey ed. If Ihe line to 
Rhodesia is built Walvis Bc^ wiU beoonie one 
of thegieatportsof thewoiid, a rival in the neat 



tade to Buenos Aiies on the olher side of the 
South Atlantic. 

At preseaTt Walvis Baiy SEldom comes into the 
dE^'s news. A hitge refrigEtaling fdant dominates 
the sancfy liarfxjur. LineaB beilii alongside 
niodean vdiaives. Sleek rail^vH^ coaches stand in 
the new station, leacfy to haul out on the long 
journey soutli to C^De Town. More than a 
centuiy ago Ci^itain Bea^aniin MonE^l, the 
American seaman and oqiiorer, found a lace of 
frieaidly natives tha:e "living in wigwams, 
shooting gulls with bow^ and anow^ and spearing 
fish". Long after tiie middle of last centuiy 
Walvis Bay w^as still a no man's land peopled fcy 
PartuguesGi, wandering Boear fanners, half-castes, 
raw Hotteaitots and men ^^^to liad fled friDin more 
settled areas for reasons of their own. 

Then, in 1878, can^- RMS. lidusliy with 
sailois who lan np the Union, Jacl^ flied thsar 
nuzzleloading cannon and annexed Walvis Bc^^ 
for Biitaia Evidentiy stories of the wealth of tte 
inteaior, mnnuis of gold and copper and olher 
rich minerals, had leached London. But for many 
years Walvis B^ lemained sin^iy an oulpost on 



liie deseat coast of Soudi-West Africa. GGniiany, 
having decided to coloiiise the hint^and, 
Htteriy reseaibed Britain's seizuie of liie only 
valuatJe liarboiir. Protests and notes regarding 
portions of the Walvis Bay t^ritory wete 
Qtchanged for years rmlil the King of Spaiix 
^iipointed as artitiator, gave his award in favour 
of Britain 

The bc^ has led mar^ variations In iKane. 
Eariy Porti^uese navigatois, lirpEssed hy the 
number of whales they saw liieie, called it Bahia 
das Baleas - liie bc^ of whales. The Dulch sailois 
lianslaled it to Walvisch Bc^, and to the 
AniEalcans and Biitisli it was Wliale Bc^. Some 
of the old British clsris, however, pitited the 
nFnriR Walwich and Woolwich Bc^^. The present 
Walvis is Afiik^ttis - a sign that tlie Union of 
South Africa now mles Ihe tGaritoiy. 

Before the 1914^1918 War a magistrate and a 
few officials re^eseaited Britain at Walvis Bay. 
TTie only irxliBtries wete whaling and fishing, 
and few shipe called. But strange thin^ 
happeaied occasionally. Theie was the island that 
rose suddEaily above the sinface of the bay. 



L^^irained for three months, and vanished ! If you 
do not beiieve it; the British Admiralty sailing 
directions. Africa Hlot Part 11. contain a brief 
account of the a^eait. But 1 heard the story from a 
wlialing sldppe*^ wlio was tiiE*e at the time. 

"It caffE \:ip steomii^ hot - an island of mud 
or clc^," said Ihe skipper." The island was 
covered with dead fish, and sn^lt of sulphur. 
TheiB was no doubt about it at all, Ihe island was 
150 feet long, and it was photogi^ied. SoniB 
gieat siihmariiie upheaval was lespDnsilie 
MHIions of poisoned fish weie thrown tp along 
Ihe beaches from Walvis B^y to Swakopmund, 
tw^ily miles to tiie north'aid. ThsB weae even a 
f etv dead whales anrmg the vicUnK The calies 
haote, and lidal waves washed awe^^ a 
haeakwalnr A queer business. They were going 
to put the island on Hie cterts. Then, when we 
looted out one morning, it had gone!" 

Tliat w^as in 1900. TTie island tias fcffokEii 
surface sev€t:al times since thEsi; bub it lias nev^ 
r^Gtnained for long. 

Pelican Point, Ihe long spat which shelters the 
l^ffbour, holds iii its treacherous sand the 



smashed hulls of many^ vessd.s. Fo^ and 
sandbanks make the ^^iicoach to Walvis Bay 
difFicult Y ou can still see Nack sIie^dgs laslied by 
the long ocean rollcas near tlie hadxjiir earlrEHice 
It is lEmaikaUe how many years a ^veHbuilt 
steamer will retnain above the ^vatGr in spite of 
the constant pounding of the surf. 

The town ilsdf alwe^s gives me lie 
inpiessLon of a place ttneatoned by sun and 
winddrivQi sand, y^ hravdy holding out against 
one of Ihe nxst ur^easant clineiES in Ihe worid. 
Foni^riy aUdiinkingwatortedto be condensed 
or sent fioni Ce^je Town by sea A pipe line to 
the Kuisib River has solved HkJ: fffobleni The 
gieat buildings of the cold stoiage plant leaid an 
air of inpDilance to Ihe otii^wise dejected 
setHeanent ffouses liave to he built on stills. 
They lie six feet below sea le^el, and when the 
Kuisib River conies down in flood the wietebed 
inlabitanis nuBt go from house to house by boat 
Business stops, of course, and the train savice 
cannot be matntoined 

Nothing will giowinthe sand of Walvis B^. 
The only fcri^it colour along that Ueak sliore is 



E»Dvided by the ^orioLis scari^ jJimiage of the 
flamingos in the lagooix 

Sone years ago, whai Walvis Bccy was sljll 
noliiing niDie lien a fishing steHon, lienEndous 
Qccitanent was caiBed ty the discovery of a 
pure and beautiful diarmnd. There is no 
diam^ndifeiDus gravel withiii mar^ miles of 
Walvis Bey. After the ^jpearance of iLesolitaiy 
stone geologisis and prospectors wlio coniied 
liie neaghhourbood wee ur^le to find the 
smallest sign of those typical fometions which 
abA^c^ point to diarmnds. The n^teay was 
cleared i:^) by ahuoferwho shot an ostrich near 
Walvis B^ and found several valuable 
diamonds in the gizzard. It is, of course, well 
known that ostriches will swallow ary bright 
tiling, brofer glass and pebbles, to help tiieni 
digest their food. This diamDndcanying ostrich 
hcd evideitiy picted i_5J the piecious stones on 
tiie southern fields and fled north to Walvis Bey. 

InimediatGiy the old m^hod of prospecting 
was abandoned, picks and pans we*e Icfb to mst 
in the fog. and a great ostrich hunt began. 
PEamits WE*e issued hy the GoveoTnient for the 



iiav ptTDspecting. In one gizzard alone fifty-tiuee 
diainonds weae found. Tliose wlio \VGie 
unsuccGssfnl in their liunt for dianiontfe 
discovGaied diEae was a favouratJe inariiet for 
ostiich sldns. The leatiier, wheal tanned, makes 
Qiceilent pockefevaHets and slioes for womeai, 
EXong five months, wliEsi the great himt was at 
ifc5 hei^it twelve lliousand of these sldns w^:e 
Qtported from Walvis Bay. 

The cstoches, I should add, were of Ihe wild 
type, with worthless featheis. These osliiches 
cause such damage to crops that they have long 
beGai classed as "vemiin", a fate sliaied by Uons 
and leopards iQ liie tEaritoiy. 

The hunbeas set out on horseback ™th rifles, 
carrying thorn bushes for pcotection against the 
charge of an enraged ostiich. This sinifJe device 
never fails. Biarxlish a thombiBh in the face of 
an ostrich, aixl a second later you see only the 
dust thrown hd by an eaxDnnous pair of feet. 

Most of the huntas found pd^bles wb^i liiey 
opoied the gizzards, bi_^ oniy a few discovQ:ed 
diamonds. It was an exciling sport At night the 
deep, hoUow cry of the ostrich can lEitdly be 



distinguished ftom the roar of a lion. After five 
nxinlhs of slarg^hter Ihere were few ostriches left 
Id bury Iheir heads in the sand. The survivois 
found lefi^ in Ihe desert 

J ackals, however, still infest the saiid dimes of 
the kdeak coast b^Aveen Walvis Bay and 
Swakoptnund; their tracks we*e pointed out to 
me as 1 travelled along tlie coast on the slow rail- 
motor. Maiiy people who woiii in Walvis B^ 
live in Swakopoiund and make this journey 
thiou^i the faring des^t eveay day. 

Thero came n^^ way not long ago a diary 
which gave me a vivid picture of Ihe eady dc^s 
at Walvis. It was written by a woman who set 
out ftom C^je Town witii her fattier and mother, 
Mr. and Mis. Dixon, in 1843, to establish a 
trading station at Walvis Bc^^, and Ihey were the 
fiist wbi^B setliers. TiaveJling with three ox- 
wagons, they wee on Ihe load for eight months. 
Their guide and interpreter was aHereao narred 
Saul She^)ard, w4io had visited So^liand wilh 
Ihe exploier Alexander The wiita' of Ihe diary 
{afterwards Mrs. Latharq) describes him as a 
"lazyscanp, butagieatmanforprc^ng". 



Mr. Dixon had arrHngied for a sclioonGr loaded 
with trade . goods to meet liim at Walvis Bay, 
and wiieai the party airived two tents had been 
fitched near flie beaclx "Ouls wiE*e the fiist 
wagons to reach Walvis, and I believe \ve \veie 
the first vdiite feanales to set foot thea:^" 
recorded die diarist Mr. Dixon searcEied the 
nei^iboiniiood for ^vater and at the Swakop river 
mouth lie discovered a wr^eck. Tlieije v^^etie five 
cannon among the rocks. Natives told him that 
the ship had run aground years beforq, and that 
the crew had been immdeaned. 

The Dixons cut poles and reetfe and built a 
hoiise in a hoUowsunDiinded by sandhills. They 
lined liie roonB with blue cdico. A femily 
DEoned Monis, ODiifScmions on the journey and 
paitneis in the trading ventuie, also set i^jliouse; 
andtheaiastoiewasbirilt The childiEai watched 
tiie lEdives fishing for shngiccy, sharis, and 
sisie; they used kudu boms on pDles as spears 
for this purposa These wg9b the de^s shortly 
aflET the discov^ of Ihe gucaio islands, and 
mEa^^ schooneis called at Walvis for fresh meat 
Cfen there were a dozen afc anchor in the bc^ at 



Ihe same 1in:e. One ship brought a young man 
DEoned Latham, who remained in Mr Dixon's 
eaiploy and manied the diarist Mr Dixon 
needed a blacksnllii, sent to England, and thus 
Frank Bassinihwaighte came to liie territory. Tlie 
Bassinlhwaightes l^ve tatear leading parte irr the 
devdopmentof thecounfay, and now rank as the 
oldest family of English origin 

Frank lived in a small decldioLise from a sliip, 
aiid sIg^ with liis gun beside Hm. ?*Jot far away 
was a cage ™th two yoimg liorB w^ch Mr. 
E>ixon liad bou^it from the HottEmtots. One ni^t 
the mate of a sliip came on shoro witJi a gang and 
tried to steal the ciibs. TliGy rolled Frank 
Bassinthwai^Tte's cafcin ov^:, but Frank was a 
match for thoir ™th his gun. 

One of Ihe Dixon children died of f ^^ea; and 
was buried irr a large trunk G^ had brought wilir 
Item Soon afteiwards Ibe family noved to the 
Swakop river, where it was possilie to mate a 
gaidea They were alwcys b^ng botbEaed ty 
lions, and tlie girls learnt to s^ gimlicfs. Then 
Ite river came down in flood and washed tiim:' 
com awey. Another child died, and ^ain tlie 



oiily coffin they cx>Lild find was a trunk. Greatly 
dE^^Gssed, 1i^ family moved to the Rooibank 
mission station near Walvis Bay and built a nav 
home. Fiank Bassinthwai^ibe inaraed one of the 
Dixon giris; and later Bassinthwaiglite and 
I^athani opE«ed up a coppe*^ mine inland. Mr. and 
Mrs. Dixon letunied to Cape Town overiand in 
1851, but Mis. I^adiani, tlie diarist^ lonained in 
the tEaritoiy and recoided maiiy queer 
adventLHies. Slie was shipwreclied on the coast of 
South-West Africa, and tier manuscript «ids in 
the middle of tliEit exciting efiisode. 

While sand is Ihe main Inpression the 
taiveller canles awe^ wilii hiiii from Walvis, the 
dunes are not eailireiy bcarea The ffoftenbts lely 
on a strange desert plant for noiirishnEait. This is 
tiie rsna, a member^ of the nidon family which 
sends ils lools down Ihroig^h tiie dunes for fifly 
fe^, if necessary. Id find moisture. HDtsandmE^^ 
cov^r ils gieen, leafless tendrils for a time, but 
tiie nann alwc^ strifes up to the surface to 
lioom in Odobo:: Rain nE^ not Ml on the 
dunes for years at a sttetdL Nevertheless, the 



iKara feeps alive on the fogs that swarrp the 
desert coast 

The ripe nana is full of ediHe seeds, wiiich 
are treated in niaiiy ways by the Hotteaitots. 
Boiled, they iiiake a poradge. Toik^ pancakes 
are fonned hy the nana fluid and stored for 
months. Nana beer may be fcffi^ved from the 
synq^y juice. At one time the dried seecfe wete 
scpoited to C^De Town to be used like aimonds 
in cakes. The loots aie jiozed by the Hottentots 
for their medicinal qualities^ w^le oil is 
sdiacted from the raw pips. 

Arother weiid plaint wonde:' found in the 
Walvis region, a huge plant w4ach las been 
called liie "botenist's dream of paradise", is the 
Welwilschia Mirablis. It grows only in the 
Nanib Desert 

The Welwitschia suivives in conditions of 
heat sand and diou^it which few^ other giants in 
the worid could resist. Friedrich WeJwtsch, an 
Austrian oq^ioiea:, found the fiist specimeai in tiie 
middle of last centuiy. Since theai many botanists 
liave tTEiveiled in tliese watEriess wastes; tut few 



of the [danis have be^i troii^it bEick to 
dvilisEilion. 

It is the largest plant known to sd^ice, and 
the longest lived. The etact age of a specimen 
cannot be delemmed, but it seems probable Ihat 
Ihe Welwilschia lasts for c^ituries. Y^ it lives 
wUhout lesnaving ifs leaves. Whai Ihere has 
been no lain foryears Ihe WehvLtedaaieseaiibles 
a bundle of dead brown veg^ation Wilhlhefiist 
hint of moisture, however, huge gieen leaves 
spread ac3Dss Ihe sand; battered leaves, s&^qbI 
yards in length, springing from a wooden core 
sh^jed lite a saucea:: Some call it flie "des^ 
octopus". 

Cub away the leaves, and you find this coie 
goes down into the sand like a Ixiried Iree^runk. 
Tw^Gtily or thirty feet down it goes, drawing life 
from the last remnants of rivets tliat have ceased 
to flow^. Ofteai this moisture is salt, but unlike 
othea: jiJants tlie WeJ^vitschia survives on the 
salty drops. Thus with the aid of its roots, the 
dav of ni^it arxl a soaldiig rain oix:e in t^i 
years, the WeJwitschia flourishes. OtliEa: desert 
^ants live urKfe: tiie same conditions, but they 



are tiny succulEsits, not giants like the 
WeJwdtschia. 

A briEiant red flower son^times ^>pears to 
add to the wonder of the "floial queen of the 
desert'. Laige oones hold the seeds with which 
Ihe plant lepioduces itself. Hardy enon^ in its 
own renrite tearitoiy, it is exceedingly dif&ciit 
to teep the Welwitschia aiive in other soils. 
Pennission is seldom given for the removal of a 
specin^sn; Ihe GoveramEait of South- West Africa 
las inposed a £400 penalty for removal so that 
Ihe Welwitschia nE^ not becone edinct 
One of tiie most successhd expeditions to seaich 
for tiie WG^™.tscliia in lecent yeais ^vas that sent 
out hy Rliodes Univetsity CoUegq, 
Grahainstown. The two botanists pen^iHted an 
unsqJoied region along the dried iqD Ugab River 
to the nordi of Swakopnimd, an area of which 
stTEUige tales aie told. They scaiiiined many 
specimens of Welwitschia on tiie baiTEn 
mountain sides, and gatheied seeds for the 
botany deparlniGait of tiie College, wliich lias one 
of the finest collections in the worid. 



The fetnale variety is ^gsi raiea: and moie 
txilliaiit tliaii the male. Altog^iGr the 
W€J™tschia is a grc>tesqLie sinvival of an anci^it 
fdaiit worid - a strange relative indeed of the 
p.nes of civilisatioix 

This woiid of sand around Walvis B^ lu^eds 
njBr^ smprises. Tiavd sonfli aloi^ Ihe coast for 
Unity miles, and you reach a hiid sanctuaiy, a 
l^oon tei miles long with a sttaoge chami for 
Ihe fsv who teve been tioe. 

It is called Sandwich Haibour (a conxq^tion of 
SandfishX and I know a doctor vAio speait his 
holiday theie regulariy for eight years. He is an 
QtpEct with rod and leeJ, and he declares lliece is 
no b^tea" fishing anywliete in Africa, The IrouUe 
aboub Sandwicli Harboiir is tiiat it is no longer a 
harbour. It is difficult to believe thtit oceanrgoing 
ships once anclioied in tiie lagoon; but the proof 
stares you in the face. In the sand dunes you ™.ll 
see the decs^ng luill of a Portuguese gunboat 1 
have found an official record of a British manro - 
war, H.M.S. Sylvia, ^^^ch visited Sandwich 
Hadxjur in 1880 and diopped he*^ anchor in 
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hv£9ity-six feet of watEa". The date of the 
PoitLigiiese vessel's airival is Laicertain, but it 
mLBt have beeai in the 'et^Tties of last centmy. 
Appar^itly she called theie for the purpose of 
careESTiiig and scrying tlie hull aftGa: a long spE^l 
at sea. 

While the Bortuguese ship was Iheie the 
sandbanks in Ihe alliance channel must have 
changed, for Ihe ship was unable to legaiii the 
opoi sea Sone Sc^' Ihat Ihe ci^v died of Ihiist 
nDt kiijwiiig liet theie was abundant fresh v^^^ 
Id be found by digging in the sand UGea-ihe edge 
of Ihe sea Owing to the peculiar mwonait of 
the sand on Ihis coast the ship Is now firmly 
embedded in the dunes from stem to foiemast 
Sonie of her old-feshioned sqiEie poils can still 
be seen. Her iron jiafes hsp/e beeai poLislied 
halghtiy by wind and sand. At one time Iheie was 
a figurehead in Ihe shc^je of an eagla No one 
coiid teJl me the ship's narre. It was a siiange 
fate for a nEato'-war, and I doubt whether ai:^^ 
olher ship Iq the wodd Ibs be^i lost in Ihe san:E 
w^. 



V^y eady this CGSTtuLy the GEOiians built a 
factoiy for canning meat at Sandwich HarfDour. It 
was only a small OTteaiprisq. bub it received so 
inucii puUicily that a Cliicago finn seait a 
r^xeseaitative to liie tGnitory to discover whedi^" 
the competition was likely to be serious. After" a 
f^rt^yeaEB the dunes swamped the factoiy and put 
the fiant out of action You can still find traces 
of the machinEry j utting out of the sand. 

Fish and guano weae Ihe real riches of 
Sandwich Harfxiur for a long period. As long as 
Ihe l^oon remained opeai to Ihe sea Ihe guano 
could be tal^ out in surf boats and loaded by 
sdiooneis. It was a dai^eDus game, however, 
for Ihere was only six feet of \ratEr on Ihe bar, 
Ihe boalsdi^w four feet, andlhewiioleci^vwas 
doomed if the lieliiBman lost his nerve v\4ien a 
bv^ilyf oot wave cane ending up astern Even 
Ihe fennus Kioomen fiDin West Africa failed at 
Ihis laslg and then the oonpai^ woiking the taid 
Islands in the lagoon liad to bring double ended 
wteldxjals, pailiy dected and fitted with motore, 
to Sai]dwichHaii)our 



Daiig£iDiis but ixofitatJq. it^vas. So [xofitaNe 
liiEit one conipai^ in lecent yeais decided to raise 
liie l^G^s of the islands to avoid tlie losses w^cti 
occuned w^ieai spaing tides washed tunidreds of 
tons of guEuio into the lagoon. Sand piimps \vei"e 
landed from Holland, and during the season 
wheal the tirds left the islands, the levels wetie 
laised thiee fe^ above hi^i water mark. It cost 
£5,000. 

For a time all went weU. Then Hie loadliig 
ooudilions becarre moie hazardoijs than ever 
owing to the nanowing of the channels in the 
sandspit formmg the hattour. Mr. Donald Baio, 
an eqDBlenced Kalahari exploit was called in 
Id devise an ov^and lianspoit service between 
Sandwich Harfxiur and Walvis Be^. He used a 
sixv\4i^er nrjtor lony wilii eight forward gears; 
butstQl eveiyjoumey was anlghtaiare. 

" 1 liad to mn liie gauntlet befeveen the sea and 
Ihedimes," Bain told me. "Eve9i™tli catetijillar 
devices on tiie four driving vdieels it was a 
stiug^e. Ofteai on the narrow beach liie waves 
would hceak clean over the truck and 1 would 
hear one cylindea" after anotlier misfiring. Once 1 



liad to spend six hours digging the truck out of a 
soft patch." 

Na^oHieless, Ihe overland service was 
op^Bfed siixEssfLilly until Sandwich Harbour 
picked an urpBdictahle trick on the guano 
con5)ai5?^. The sandspit cr^t right across the 
ouliet to lie sea and Ihe l^Don became an inland 
late; At this time Ihe island weB producing two 
Ihousand tons of guano every season; but before 
long tlie two white mEai and the native labourers 
at Sandwich ftabour observed that the water in 
Ihe lagoon was becoming st^rent The fish died 
in thousands, and the birds, deprived of lior 
food, deserted the islands. Ttet hcfpened in 
1945, and until the sandspit opens again there 
will be no more fishing- and no guano. 

Up to the time of this queer natuial climigq, 
the doctor 1 liave mentioned lived se*eneJy for a 
month ^eay year at Sandwich HaiboLir. The*e is 
a wooden fxefafcricated liousei; hrou^it out from 
Holland, with almost evegy modem comfoit 
Fiesh watea: comes to the surface near the housQ, 
and some previous occLpaiib had made a gaideii 
amid tiie dunes. Wild duclc pelicans, flamingos 



and a great vari^y of other birds visit llie reed- 
fiiiiged pools of fresh watE*^. ThEie are no olher 
visitois in this silegrt worid of sand. You may 
leach it in fair saf^y by hoise or caineJ, but 
beyond Sandwich Harbour you will go at the risk 
of your life. Quicksand's await the unwary 
liavellei:' w\io VGntures soulh of the lagoon. Many 
yeaES ago men boinid for the Conception Bey 
diamond fieJd witii horse and cart weie 
swallowed rq^. ThGy had ti^ pey for the diamond 
compaiiy's ^npJoyees with thetn, but tliis coast is 
merciless and it has engulfed otlie*^ men and 
much treasure. 

One of the finest landrnarte on the whole 
ooast of South-West Africa is the steamer 
Eduard Bohloi, forty-five niles south of 
Sandwich Harbour. 1 heard Ihe stoiy of that 
shipAJieckfiDmaiiianwho was onboaidh£rat 
the time It was In S^tHmber 1910 that the 
Eduard Bohlai Irft Swakopmund with a cargo of 
cocopans, icils and other rrBchinery for the 
diamond conpar^ at Conception Be^. She ran 
aground in fog only a feA^ niles ftom the 
diamond ar^a 



Mr. HGtrman OfFen, of Swakopmund (the 
pEissoig^: who told me the story) thEn fonned a 
syndicate and bou^it the ship for £1,000. He 
took off G«ou^ chaiiB, tatJes and odiEr 
equLpment to hmiish an hoteJ in Swakopanund 
Most of the mining machineiy was salved and 
sold to the diamond compEuiy at Conception Bay. 
Witliin a f^v yeois the sand had fonned up 
round tiie lost ship, and the Eduard Bohleii 
rGtnained higli and diy. She still looks exactly 
like a sliip steoming throu^ the deseat. 

This fortur^te syndicate had not finished wilii 
liie Ednaid Bohlea In 1919, vA^i Hie demand 
for ar^ ship tiEi would float was enoniDis, a 
wdlkriown Ce^je Town salvage aigineer, Mr. G. 
E. Austin, arrived ia South-West Africa to 
inspect liie Bohlea Mr AusUn rrede a giuGfling 
joum£y downlhecoastfromWalvlsB^by cari: 
and lioises, aocorrpanied by two mounted 
poLicemea Again and again they weie nienaced 
by Ihe dunes. Tons of loose sarid often feJl Lite 
avalanches, and when they tried to avoid this 
daoge;- the sea biote over the cart At night they 
weae sunounded by jackals. 



One notorioiis spot called die "Black Wall" 
bEid ip die expedition until low tide. The dunes 
dropped sheer into die water and it would have 
beE9i foolish to have risked a lantfelide. TliEn 
diey strug^ed on and leachecl die Eduaid Bohlen. 
aib last Mr. Austin considE*ed diEib diere w^as a 
possihality of towing the ship thiou^i the sand 
and rGfloating Iiet, and leported favouiahJy. Thus 
tiie ship changed liands again, and the 
Swakopniund syndicate showed a handsome 
fxofit Mr. Austin's pdan involved die use of sand 
puiiips. He inbGaided to put the ship's own donkey 
boileiB into action, pump out a hole so that the 
ship's head could be turned towards the sea, and 
fhE^i tow her back into die water. This amtatious 
veaituie feJl dirough, however, and die jackals 
and seatards still inhabit the opGsi holds of the 
Eduaid Bohl^i. It would have been a gieat 
salvage feat if diis ship of more than 2,000 tons 
had been refloated according to Mr. Austin's 
ingEnious fdaix 

Only a few mles from Hie Edierd Bohlen lies 
Ihe hroten hull of the Union CasHe frea^ilHr 
Cawdor Castia She, loo, was lost In fog; and 



she, Ido, has since hs^i engulfed by Ihe sand 
Soon after Ihe wreck In 1926, Mr Qffen started 
Id salve her caigo of whisl^, biri; found the 
ati^ipt ur^aofitahle. Tlst caigo l^s never b^n 
foigotlea 

From liie tower I can see the wiaole town - 
stiiieet aftGr street of exotic buildings with. 
mediaeval tun^ts, crqDolas atid quaint roofs. 

It leminds roe of a pictiiiB from a book of 
Geraian faiiy tales. But this grotesque 
aichitectuie is SwakDpmund, built on flat sand at 
Iheedgeof fheNamibDesQi. The tower whsel 
am standing rises from a £20,000 house where 
ffen±furg nEsrohante entealained Gennan princes. 
Once it was a look3i_ri; tower, in the dsys when 
Swak)pm!_ind was a seegxjit 

I can see a pEmorania of miriEffi^s and 
timbetiBd buildings reminiscegrt of Hamburg. 
Down on the seafront is the summ^" palace of 
the old Geonan governors. Beyond die town is a 
fdace that looks like a chaniiing, old-fashioned 
country mansion. It stands alone in the sand, 
decorative eaiou^ to catch the eye of an artist 




Year after year men exiled on ihc lonely Soulh African guano 
islands scrape the phosphates off the rocks for use as fertiliser. 



Years ago avety hi^ official arrived by trEdn for 
liie first time, pointed to die lovely building and 
rEanaiked to a membet^ of his staff: "Tliat must be 
my lesidGiice". He \vas not amused w^ieai be 
discoveied bis mistake. THs mansion, s^ 
respectfully ^DEui; is Swakoptnund's gaol. 

Swakopmund is a town w4ach has survived 
after being derived of its nieans of si5)poit 
Veay soon aflEjr the GeriDans occi5)ied Soiilh- 
West Africa Ihey lealised tiErf: they would have 
tobuildateitourheLe. WalvisBccy, only bvenly 
niles aw^, was British. The roadstead of 
Swatopniund, with surf hieakii^ on the 
m^rotected slioie, was a grim alternative but 
tii^ spent £160,000 on a stone mole which silted 
\sp and now s^ves as a proraeoade. Then the 
am^ constiucted an iton jetty six bundled feet 
long and equifped it with cianes. Ships l3y 
offehoiB, and smfboats canied all Ihe cargoes for 
Ihe noilheni part of Ihe coloi^ to this jetty. 
Swatopmund flourished as a se£p}it in spite of 
Ihe surf. 

After the Soudi African conquest of the 
temtory in 191-^15, no more sliips called at 



Swakoptnund. Bet^veen tlie wars the Unionspent 
more tlian £1,000,000 on tlie baiixDur at Walvis 
Bay. Swakopmund sliould have died Instead, it 
became tlie Muizegibegg of Soutb-West Africa. If 
you visit Swakopinund in the relentless smiimer 
you ^vill undetstand why people inland speak so 
wistfully of tliis town in the sand between the 
desert arxi the South Atlantic. It is often cold in 
Swakoptnund wiiile Windho^ bums. 

A weid dioBte, really, when you lemenijea- 
Itet SwakDpmund lies withiii the tiopics. At 
bedtinEf, even in midsummer, you need the 
eidedown which all hotels provide But id tlie 
eariy hours you wate to find a hot desert wind 
Howing, so that the aderdown has becorre 
inteleralia Weather records kEpt at the 
lighthoiBe show an average of 2,000 hours of 
fog a year. Som^imes theae ate sulphur 
earqjtLoiis in iLe sea, greoi flanks and yellow 
srmte rise from Ihe ocean with a runihng 
sound and the temn is filled with the funies of 
sulphuretted l:^drogea At such times the watnr 
tiims yellow and nillioiis of dead fish are cast rp 
on the beaches. Even whales bex)rrE victims of 



these Lq^heavals. Black lain falls - rain containing 
iron powdET diawn from a beach to the north of 
SwakoptTn.ind. The meteoiologists have still to 
solve these inystGd.es. 

Swakjpmund ^oys sone conpensalions. 
When the "soo-oop-wa" wini blows at WahrLs, 
hoiBes are shuttered and barricaded against the 
strngiiig sarxi Swatopnund is often unaware of 
liiese violait storms only tweaity miles awc^. 
Between the Iwo towns is a dune worid, alwc^s 
onttieriDve, often binyiogliiercfllw^liack, yet 
nevGa:' - as you ni^ expect - encroaching on 
Swatopmurxi Lose your w^ in Ihat sand and 
you wlU know at least tlie fear of Ihitst 

The drinking watGa: at Swakoptnund, pumped 
ip from a borehole in the dry bed of llie Swakop 
RivG*', lias a flavour which ^en an old residGot 
mList dislike. 1 know one teeiooni which sends 
all die w^ay to Walvis for ^vatea: wn.thout the 
txacldsli tEiint The taewety, too, uses Walvis 
wate*^ for the li^it lager wliich is famous 
througliout the teoitory. Some jDeopJe condeaise 
the deiv from their roofs. A laii^ day in 



Swakoptnund is an event for it occurs about 

once in ten years. 

Among the sights of Swakopmund (I can see 
it from the tower) is a rusty sleamrDller with a 
stDiy. They call it "Martin Luther", and it has 
been Iheae since 1897. It was irrported by an 
GaiteprisLng young GemBn officer who thought 
he could conjioi'the Narrdb Desert with Dndem 
liansp^rt Ttetwas in the oxw^on de^, before 
Ihe lailwcy. With the steamroUea:' came trailers 
and a mechanic. It was a fourteeintonner, too 
heavy to be landed by surf boat; so it was put on 
shore at Walvis B^. 

These the mechanic realised that the ventuie 
was going to be a failure. He retLuned to 
G^inany, but die owner found an American 
jwDspector ™th previous expeoeaice of steam- 
rollers. The American soon found that the 
lumbering juggernaut could not negotiate the 
sand; bub he stuck to his contract and delivered it 
in Swakoptnund tiiree months afbET" leaving 
Walvis Bay. It was slo^v going for ajoumey of a 
little more tiian twenty imles, thou^i hi*ge gangs 
of natives had been pushing it neariy all the^vay. 



Once out of the sand dune aiea the piifFincj 
steamroller gave some setvice and earned a few 
loads inland. A season of heavy floods ended the 
eaitetiztisev and the steamrollea: sank into the 
sancl utteriy sdiaLBted, on the outskirts of 
Swakoptmmd No one li^ liad tiie heart; or the 
ESTergy, to move it It stands as a iiromnnent to an 
unsuccessful pionee*^. 

Swak)pmuiid became a milwE^ caop In 
1903, wlien coiisliiiction of a twofeet gaijge line 
inland siaited The Hetero was in progress, 
labourwas scarce, so Ihe Germans gave the task 
Id an Italian contractor. He arrived with 300 
woiknien. Meanwhile the line was urg^riiy 
needed by the anr^^, and the G^iiBns pudied it 
on legardless of expensa About 750 moie 
Itabarfi wero irrpjiled and hiindieds of Ovanibos 
were brought down from flie north. Then began 
an irritatirig series of strifes which harrperBl the 
\\4iDle carrpargn against the HereaDS. Water was 
anolher serioiis problean Every drop had to be 
sent \:ip from Swafepmund. Not until 1907 was 
Ihe job finished, and whsi Ihe Union 
Govonrrent took over ihe ODuntiy in 1915 the 



lEflTOW-gauge lailwcy from Swakspmund to 
Usakos was torn up and a 3 ft. 6 in gauge Line 
buQt 

Wlien. I first sawr SwakojiHiiund iiiair^ years 
agD theije was a local tramway systean. MuIes 
drew flat cars along the lines, with MadEara 
chairs and red carpus for tlie passeaigGss. 
Paveanearts wete wooden dnckboards. Today the 
mule cars have vanislied, and the wide streets are 
neally paved with Hocks of rock salt from the 
pans to the north. 

You can fird tiaces of lie shdling of 
Swatopmund in 1914 by a British auxiliaiy 
duise: The walls of the old Gemen cusbDms 
house, below Ibe Ugblbous^ still stand; but the 
iDof, hit by a shell, las nev^er been replaced. At 
Itet period the Germans were ©cpecttng an 
invasion at ariy mon^snt and son:E buried th£ar 
valiables, silvQi-plalB and ja^^ery. A fav htlie 
treasmes are still ther^ for Ihough the sand was 
lumed \:ip by mary spades afJET the war, flie 
own^s could never learEmber exactly where 
tiiey had buried thGir paoperly. 



ThEsie \vas also a certain amount of looting. 
One squad of soldiets niarcbed out of a house 
looking like a burial parly, ™.th a large dr^Ded 
otgect on their slioLddetiB. It was not a coffin, but 
a grEffid paano and they succeeded in taking it on 
board a sniall.ship bound for C^De Toutl 

After Ihe suneider, scoies of German offico:s 
on parole were ailowei to live in Swakjpmund. 
Govanor Seatz was given liiis hoiee with the 
towe:: (There is also a Moorish conriyard, and 
the panelled diimighall and roone are spisidid) 
About tiiiiiy officssrs found an old smfboat, 
repaired it equipped fceriEdves for a voyage 
arid wero caught one ni^it in the act of laLmchirig 
liie boat They had plcamed to seize a coasting 
stsarrer at Waivis B^ and rotuni Id Germariy. 
Instead Ihey went to the cells for breaking lii^ 
parole 

Swakopniund's most otciting period behveen 
the wais, 1 ttiink, was durii^ the 1934 floods. 
The town became an island The lailw^ bridge 
ov^7 the river nnulb was destroyed The dectric 
powe;- station was flooded; liiis nisant that no 
watGT could be punped to si5>ply the town. 



Befoie the end of January Ihe Swakop River 
reached the hi^iest level ever lecoided 
Barricades of sandbags were built rourid Ihe edge 
of Ihe iDwit rrEn, women and children 
responded to the dai^e;- signals and woited at 
niglit in an alimrpt to save Ihe outlying houses. It 
was inpossiHe to div^ the river Houses went 
down before the onslaught and tonenis poured 
Ihrou^lhestieels. The district wilh one inch of 
rain a year rec^ved more Ihan thiriy inches in 
Ihreemonlhs. 

Mar^ people in Soull>West Africa jxiEfe:" 
Swakoptmmd to any of the Union's seaside 
resorts. Tliey catch wiiiskEtied bariDG^ froni the 
iron J€tly; sit ove*^ thear coffee in the pheasant 
restauLant at the shoie end of the inole^ walk in 
the "Naniib garden" the municipality lias 
provided, and ride along the coast Neariy ev^e^y 
morning the massed clonds suggest raiix but no 
one is deceived. Eveay year, in the hottest 
months, the administiHtor and senior officials 
l»ing tiieir \voik down to Swakojmiuiid with 
thean. Tliey have revived an old G^man custom. 



It is like moving from the ^aiiis to the hills in. 
India. 

Swakopmund would be a gloon^ place 
without tiiose hoiises out of the faiiy1al& There 
is a professioiHl ganfeaier In the town, and 
though his woik is protected fiDm the sand by 
high fences, you can see it all from this tower. 
For a desert town, indeed, Swatopmund has 
charm and much comfoit ThinkLE^ it ovea; I am 
tndined to place restful Swakopmund first 
arini^ all the coastel s^eaxenis between the 
Congo and the C^ja 

Deep in a stoi^ dGsert; wheie riveis flow once 
in a decade 1 have found a man who has macJe a 
rich oasis. This is Soiidi-West Africa's strangest 
fann. One day it will dis^zpear, as it did eJeveii 
yeaEB ago, and all the \voik ™.ll have to be done 
again. It is the only fann in a vast area of the 
NEimib Desert. The awiiEr is N4r. H. Hrabovsky, 
an d.dGriy man wlio leamt the art of cnllivation 
in a rose gardGsr in Czechoslovakia. They call 
the oasis Goanikontes, "the pJace ^lEie the 
thorn trees gLow". B^ore Hrabovsky amved in 



1908 theie ^veie only the thoni trees in the diy, 
sandy bed of die Swakop River. 

To understand HrabovsJ^'s achievement you 
nust vlsuahse the surrounding desert It is 
Qcposed Id such lieat cold and wind fliat the 
locks have brul^ into fr^maits. You can hear 
Ihem sfhttiiig on a cold rdght RaiiifaLl is less 
lisn an inch a year for tEin years at a strBlch 
Sometin^s flie nisls near tte coast pruduce a 
httle grazing for the zebm and sfdngboH 
g^nsbok and ostriches; but there is seldom 
eaiough grass for cattle in the Namib, and even 
the gane ammals must move fast to surviva 

At its worst tte Naniib is a Hack and 
tarifying desert Plant life is rare arxi weird. 
Occasionally you see a Kokeahooni (qLiver tree), 
camouflaged succulents and e^qihorfcia bushes. 
Along the coast are the shifting dunes, 
smotlieong everytiiing. M^ds show a numbe*^ of 
rivers v^inding througlr tliis deseat. They are 
sandchoked rivers, but tiie rocks underground 
liold the flood wateas. Thus tiie riverbeds may be 
tE^i^Ded here and there by men bold enou^r to 



face the CEatainty of losing ^Giything in times of 
flood 

Up this Swakjp riveted came ftebovs% on 
hoisd^ack neariy foily years ago. He was 
seeking land in a oounhy still largdy unsetlied; 
notaianch, but a garden whs:e he could use the 
skiU he had learnt in Czecho-Slovakia He rode 
tinongh caryon after cannon, walls of lock on 
both sides, with only heie and Iheae a break in 
liie sunbalffid mounlains giving access Id the 
desert 

Ele^zJiants and rhinos w^lowed in this sand l^d 
to the 'eagiitiGS of last century. Tusks are still 
found occasionEilly. You could imagine 
jxehistoric inonstets in the Swakop rivea: bed - 
ar^ihing but a f ann. 

This Swak>p River is an old higliwc^ into the 
inlerior. Explorers, traders, liurtes, missionaries 
hcive all followed the course of iLe liver; arrries 
have trudged tiirongh this heavy sand The 
peaceful Hrabovslq^ was searching only for soil 
and levels v\4iich would eaahle him to purrp 
watET ov^7 Ms seedbeds. At GoanikDnlEs he 



found liie place which was to provide him with a 
hvlng, 

A courageous man, Hiabovsky. I travelled to 
Goanikontes hy motorcar from Swakopnund 
Jackals prouded near the river in dayli^Tt and 
my drive*', a keen hunter, told me that tliE*e wet:e 
still lions, leopEBxls and cheetahs in the 
mountains; and, of course, the jiEicks of hungry 
baboons liiat hfffass the fanner thiou^iout the 
leaigth of Africa. 

The last halfmile of Ihe journey down into the 
riverbed is soasatiorKl. You leave Ihe flat 
watsaiess desert arxi sUde down a rough track 
belweGai sharptoolhed locks, shut in by ravines 
showing iron oulcrDps, but withna^ei-aglirrpse 
of greenery. 

Theai liie rivetiied ^ipears, one and a half 
miles of it tiansfonned by the ingEnuity of 
Hrabovsky and his son and llieir native 
labouiesB. If youlookrqD the river, into tlie santfy 
wilderness fringed with bush, you winder liow it 
is done. Indeed, it tEikes a rose specialist to make 
this sand flourish. Hiabovsky has twelve 
hectares (aboub lliirly acres) Linder veg^iabJes. 



No use planting fruit trees liece in die path of the 
floods. Once in tGn yeois, as I have said, he must 
he piiGpEired to lose evetything - and he lias lost it 
in a torrential drania which 1 sliall ask him to teJl 
you aboLit So toda^' 1 see acies of tomatoes and 
cahLoges, ineEiliGS and potatoes. He can si^^y 
all Swakoptmmd. and the port of Walvis Be^ 
with veg^aHes. In Soudi-West-Afilca vegetab- 
les aie sold by ^vet^it and during the war 
Hrabovsky seait thiee thousand lbs. a week to the 
Walvis Bay garrisoix But iiotwdthoi.it effort 

"My punp hnngs i^d five hundred litas of 
Wcte: a mniilB - but it is not swe^ waier/' 
HiBbovs% tells ma "ThewalerlasnDtbeGaifhe 
sarre since the 1934 floods. I Ihiiik Ihe heavy 
lain washed salt off &e mountaiiis Inb the river- 
bed, andsobolhHiewaterandliiesoilaieahtlie 
haBckish. That meeois I have to mate 
eqjeaimenls with seeds and fotihseiB. This is not 
litelhewDnderfLil Qiange River silt My life is a 
battle against the salt Only a man wiHi long 
eqolence of the Swakop River can hope to 
mate a success of it " 



The olhEr and greato: hazard Hrabovsky does 
iiot care to tliiiik abouL It is so ur^xedictaUe and 
inevitahJe that his attitude of iiiind is tlie ri^t 
one Let me tEil you aboLit llie floods in South- 
West Africa, and tliEai liear Hrabovsky speak of 
liis own adveaituie. 

Weather lecoids in Ihis tenltoiy aiB aU leoGait 
The Gem:Eais started to occi^jy the countiy in 
1884 Before tiet tiieie are only native legeaids 
and the diaries of nissionaries. It is really 
inpossilie on the informatLon available to arrive 
at an average but it ^jpeais that the dry rivets 
jEobahly run once in a^ety ten or eleven yeaiB. 

It is January 1934; and tiie heaviest rains 
within living memory aie falling. Tliey aie 
fri^iteaiing rains. Soulii-West Africa is cut off 
fioni the Union occe^ hy air. Evety^vlieie in the 
tEoitoiy lail^vay lines aie washed away. One 
tiairi, with its passengE*s, is maiooned for a 
month in an inland sea. They say aftG^:^vards that 
it is the greatest flood since 1843 - the most 
devastating in the minds of the native^ for 
iieady a century. All the rivers aie careering 
madly, and iiav rivers aie f oniied. 



Now hear Hrabovsky's story of flood at his 
farm. 

"I can hear it oommg for three houis befoie 
fee wall of walerieaches GoanLk)iites/' declares 
Htabovsl^." The loaririg souiid of the flood 
li^jped iQ the carbon travds ahead lite the 
beatmg of diums. Long befoie liKd; 1 have seen 
liie fhundeiclouds, and 1 have gone inbD canp 
above the highest flood le^el. 

"Bub in 1934 I ^vas takEti hy siir^se. I had 
seen flootfe in 1917 and 1918 and again in 1923 - 
mild floods. Always floods mean losses; but 1 
was not prepared for the 1934 disastea:. 

It swept n^ bouse away. I saved notbing and 
I was left standing dazed on tbe river bank ... 1 
oould hcfldly bdieve what 1 saw. 

"1 saw thousands of trees floaUng past at a 
speed of ten miles an hour. On llie trees thet:e 
wea:e live baboons and snakes. Diowned buck, 
figs, catde swept past evety minute. Sometimes 
1 saw human corpses. I had lost my housq, my 
OTjps. That flood cost me £3,000 
"Itneariy oostnen^ life Only aflerl led been 
gazing on the scene of destmclion for an bour 



did 1 realise 1i^ there was no Wc^^ out Nfy 
molDriony was under watGT. The river was 
lunniiigso hi^ that it was finding navwe^ ta 
liie sea, and 1 was cut off. 1 coiM go nowbeB, it 
seemed, witiiDiit a boat 

" Next day a small aeiopdane circled ove*^ the 
sufcaneaiged ruins of Goanikorrtes. Theai 1 knew 
that my dau^iter in SwakoptnurKl had realised 
the darrger arxl seait liE^p The p.lot fourxi a piaoe 
to land near the rivea:, and flew me to 
SwakoptnuTKi Tlie native labourers were on the 
other bank of the river ar>d we ^vere akJe bo send 
a 1ii.*ck for thetir. Now^ when there is ariy 
possihality of floods, I keep one tiuck on each 
side of the river. 1 do rK>t want to be marooned 
agaiix" 

Hiabovs]^ bad to wait for ncnliis befoie he 
could lebuild his house on bigher ground. He 
selected anolber site for Ibe fann a Httle lower 
down the river, so that now fhero is Old 
GoanLbonles and New Goanibonles. He will not 
lose &^aytiiii^ in the ned; flood Woik goes on 
as though Ihe drama of rusbtng watsas cannot 
occur^ain ItimBtconE- nextyear, orfheyear 



afte; or in five yeais time. No one knows. In the 
meantime the acies of vegetahJes grow neatiy 
and sucxessfiilly in the silent river bed. 

Thiily-ODe yeois ago Uie tide of war flowed 
past Hrabovsl^s place. Swak^pmuiid liad been 
occL^aed by General Bothds am^, and the 
Geamans were i^ieatLng up liie riveted. On 
Febmaiy, 1915, Geniicai officos arrived at 
Hiatovs%'s hoiBe and oiifaed lunch There was 
a little figlittng eight miles awcy that nnniLng, 
\\4iile the food was being pr^Daied. Hrabovsl^ 
served the lunch \o a party of giatified Soulh 
African of&CG95. 

After lunch Hrabovsky went on with has 
gardening, as he has done ^er since in war and 
in peace. It is saitisfying woric - eveai in llie grim 
canyon at Goarakontes. -: - 

Chapter 13 
Seals In The Susjshine 

At last I liave made my way as far rq^ the 
coast of SoudiWest Africa as a man may go 



withoiit entering foitadden territory. This is C^De 
Cross, arichfJace^villiagreat pEist 

You would Scy at fiist sight ttet there could 
be Dolhing of value near this tone, weatd 
headland. The beaches are Htteed with 
driftwood, but it is too ferfroinar:5^where to be 
worth gathering save for one's own can^fire 
Whales that died in these seas l^ive left Ihar 
steletons among tiie Umber; and these are 
collected and crushed for their phospliates. A 
few diamonds Ihvo b^ai found, but Ihe area is 
dosed to prospectors. The real wealth of Cepe 
Cross Hes in sealskins, guano and salt 

C^je Cross is a hundred miles north of the 
port of Walvis Be^', and here 1 am "outside the 
X»lice zone", to quote a fascinating phrase from 
the permit signed fcy the magistrate. Beyond tHs 
point you will find only bones of lost ships and 
castawsys, and tiie skel^iDns of pffospectois vdio 
ventuied too far. This is the most nortlierly 
oulpost on tlie coast. With a cold sea wind 
Uowing and the white ^are of tiie salt pians in 
my eyes it seems remote indeed 



Y^ I \vant to liiigGr heie. This is the spot 
wliE*e the first wliite ejqJoiE*^ landed in tGmtory 
now ruled hy tlie Union of Soudi Africa; and 
hete he set up a stone cross a year before Diaz 
discoveiiied the C^do of Good Hope. Tliis is the 
only pJace in Africa, pcobatJy in the worid, 
whE*e the seals haul rp in thousands on the 
mainland to fcreed. 1 can hear the old bulls 
roaring from wliE^e I stand beside the refJica of 
Diego Cam's cross. It is a grEuid, inspiring sceaie, 
and 1 have waited long and paHeaitiy for the 
chance of walking on these beaclies and peering 
back throu^ the mists of time. 

Now I can undestand wl^ Cam chose this 
piaoe for his monument For hundreds of miles 
liie surf IhundeLS on Ihe desert shore; but here 
tiioe is a sh£l1e:ed be^. The Portuguese 
DavigalDr, a daring seaman hugging the 
undolEd coast must have obssved the c^je 
and sailed in close:' stQl to s^k a place for 
landing. Ife would lee/e seoi Ihe coloi^ of seals 
on the beach PcsslHy he fhoig^ht they were 
human bangs. No doubt Diego Cam and his 
a^AT imagined they were on Ihe brink of a great 



discoveay as they stepped on to Ihe unttodden 
sands of Ihis fai^ promontoiy. But only the seals 
and the seatards greeted them, and tliese \vo:e 
the only spectators when the heavy cross was 
lifted out of tlie boat and set l^d as a sign of 
Christianily and also as a tGnitorial claim by the 
King of Portugal. It bore the royal aniis and a 
Latin inscription. 

"Six Hiousand, six bundled and eighly-four 
years had elaspsed since flie woild was created, 
and 1484 since Ihe taifh of Chilst when the most 
ect^ent and serene King John the Second of 
PDrtugal oideaed this column to be set 15) by 
Diego Cao (Cam), Kni^ of his Court" 

Cam. liad discovered the Congo in 1484, and 
the date of the landing at Cape Cross was really 
in 1485. Thege liie cross lonained undistuibed 
and imseeai, save by wancfaing BushniGn, for 
more than four centuries. 

Not until 1892 did a Gennan patiul reach 
C^je Cress and mate this in^ratant lelic known 
tothewodd. Soon afterwatds the Gennan cmiser 
Falte, acting on the Kaiser's oideas, stean^ up 
to Ihe cspB. Cam's monument was ta!^ t> the 



naval iiub^jlii at EGe^, and a small \voodGii cross 
was left to mark the spot. 

ProbaHy liie Kaiser felt sonie quabrs about 
the lEsmoval, for he oideied a gianoliliilc iBplica 
of Caote cross to be placed on the hislDilc site. 
This i^lica sHU stands, wilh the addilion of 
Geaman eagles and details of ihe discovery of the 
ori ginRl ckjss by the GsiiBns. 

Some historians maintain that bold Diego 
Cam died at C^dg Cross. This theory is based on 
a note on tlie Maite^lus m^ of Africa and 
iiGports of a congress of p.lots and astionomets 
beid eady in the sixteGntii ceaitiiry. Cam had 
instntctions to explore ev«y counliy he found, 
but thetie is nothing to iirfcate how long be 
rEsiiained at C^3e Cross, or w^iediEr he travelled 
any distar>ce inlarxi 

It is grini counliy for ary explorer wifcout a 
molDrcar or airomft. The roan who brotg^ht uib 
15) beie owns a salt pan and a molodony Id cany 
Ihe great chunks of rock salt back Id 
Swatopniund Not long ago the pohi^ asfed this 
rtvtn to late a patrol to the Ugab Rive:' mDuth, 
easily miles noilii of C^ie Cross. The roule is 



wateriess, and flie Ugab Rivo: conlains notiiing 
bat sand ©ccGpt in tiniES of heavy mm. 

They had reached the furthest point of the 
patrol M^ien. tlie fan came loose arxi wrecked the 
radiator. No repair ^vas possitJei, so the drive*^ of 
the trr*ck ofEeced to walk back to C^db Cross for 
hEip "1 took one quart of M^tEs: with me in an oil 
tiri" be told me. "1 walked tlie ei^ily iniles in 
three dE^'s and three ni^its. It was too cold to 
sleep at ni^it so 1 just jiJodded alorrg day arxi 
ni^it" He shook bis head ove*^ tliat adventure 
and pointed to tlie large water drum he carried on 
the truck. He rrever wislies to sufEer from thirst 
on tills coast again. 

Salt has been woited at C^ie Cross for mar^ 
years. Ages ^o there was a long salt waler 
l^oon sliet::tdng soiiliiwards from the c^je 
along fhecoast The lagoon dried 1:5), but Hie salt 
remains- on the surface in the sl^pe of rcick salt 
and a little we^ bdow in great leservotts of 
brine These deposits have been estimated in 
nillions of tons. In normal times it was diE&cult 
Id rrEite a salt darmshow a profit owing to the 
high ODst of transport Wariims shortages 




Cppi Crf/ia — ilir icp^piH nFihc ^fnt \cti hi 



biDught prospeilly to the coDoession holdeis at 
C^je Cross, so that tode^ liuge loads go down 
liie road All tiie Wc^ to Swda)pmLind you s^ 
the Utfle wooden cabins whero white men in 
chaige of native labomeis aie leading bleak 
hves. 

The greatest wealtii ever inicovo:ed at CaqDe 
Cross was the giiano, and the stoiy of the 
discovGcy is oi^ of liie most diainatic I have 
lieaLd. 

Thero were islands iti tlie old, lost lagoon, and 
during the cesituries the seabiids deposited mar^ 
Ihousaods of tons of guano. When Ihe lagoon 
dried 15) jackals and l^eiss proyed on Ihe birds 
and drove them awc^. (YoucansHU seejad^ils 
in dc^^Ught along this ooasi; jackals that hve on 
haids and fish and young seals.) Centinles 
passed, rich guano islands wero discoveted off 
the coast of South-West Africa, but the C^je 
Cross gioio i^rmied unknown 

Psiow tiiEtie entegs an odd chaLact^: - a 
beaclx^ombGg: named Matliiew, known on the 
coast as "Little Magee". Tlie old hands still tell 
tEJ.es of "Littie Maggee", amarveJloLB sliot anda 



formidafcie man with his fists in spate of liis size. 
I gadi^:^ ttie details of " Litde Maggee's" 
niastetiBtioke from a pioneGr who lent the money 
whicli made the veaituie possiHe. It ^vas in the 
lawless 'nineties of last centuLy, b^oie the 
Gemian occLqDation of Soirth-West Africa had 
become effective. 

"LiMe Maggee" had been a sailor on boaid 
the faoxJiB C^)e Schoonei^ Seataid under 
C^jtamPatlEasorL He liad sailed on fishii^ tops 
15) the Uttle known coast fioniWalvls Be^ as far 
as Mossamedes, and he had soc^jed gieno on 
liie islands. When he quanelled with one of the 
island headniEai he tDok to fte long beaches of 
Ihe coast tteid^ with the lesHess Hottentols, 
and was Id be seen lound Iheir fiies while the 
pipe went fiomliand to hand. 

EXiring his voyages he had often seeai the 
white headland marked on the chart as CapB 
Cross. NEdives had told liim that the white 
deposit he had obeeived fiom the sea ^vas the 
same valuatJe fealiliser he had slioveJled on the 
islands. 



"LitHe Maggee" made Walvls B3y his base 
ffe had to cover Ihe hundred miles to C^se Cioss 
on foot throu^ the diy, nmnhafailed sbBlch of 
saltpans, underabakii^sunvariedonly by cold 
fogs and sandstoniB. Neveaibdess he set out 
alone, canyinggtn, water and biscuils. It was an 
oideal, but he letumed with the navs Ihat 
Ihousands of Ions of ptedous giHno were Iheie 
awailing removal. 

Psiow w^ see the beachcombei: as a man of 
action "Uttie Maggee" remeanbecied his family 
in En^and, \vealthy folk, and took the first ship 
home to tell them of his find and secuie cfq^ital 
to \vorii the guano. Tlie^ SEcy that eveai in 
En^and he could not shake off his beachcomber 
hakats ^itireiy. OncQ, to tiie honor of tlie family, 
he was found in the Idtchen passing his pipe 
around among the servants according to 
Hott^itot custom. 

"Litlie Maggee" retumed to the South-West 
coast with a ship, and Ihe loinval of Hie gieat 
C^je Cross giEino d^KJstls began Soon a 
wooden setSemsnt arose on the ban^i shoi^ 
demclffl for loading the guano into boats, and 



finally a li^it railway. I found the last loimants 
of the railway during my visit. The railway lines 
weaie laid acioss tlie salt pan and strong Ovanibo 
labouiEiB loaded tlie trucks. 

It was a lonely settien^ait In those dsys befoie 
motor teiisport and several nien who liled to 
walk along the sandy track to Walvls B^ lost 
th^ lives owing to thiist A visiting deigyman 
once found hinBetf slianded at Hie only wator 
hole on the route when Hie disselhooni of his 
w^on hrote and the arnmais wandered awe^^ 
inland. He, too, night i^ive perished, but sone 
Geaman soldiers collected ttie aninHls, followed 
fhm:' liacks and rescued Ihe degyman At fiist 
all fresh watEr for the settlement was brought 
from England, bnt later a distiEing plant was 
used. 

For maiiy years the settleniEait ixospetied, and 
at one time theie was a cosmopolitan conununily 
of seveaily w^te peofde and three hundied 
natives livincj at CaqDe Cross. The gtiano \vas 
worked out at last the lartje dinin^iall, stores, 
houses and machin^y weae left to decay. But 
long before that day "Little Maggee" had made 



liis file. I have neve*^ beeai aHe to discover 

wliedio:' he died on tiiat loiiely coast; or w^iedi^:' 
he retired to a life of strange respectatality in 
En^and. 

Tliero is still a guano industry at C^)e Croiss, 
surdy one of Hie most ingenious Wc^ of making 
nnney Ihat human beings have yet devised. It is 
nothing less Ihan a syslmnof artifLrcial islands. 

First in the fieid was Mr. A Winter, a clever: 
carp^itEi", who ik>w owns the lar"gest "guarxj 
jdatfonii" on this coast It was in 1932 that he 
saw a reet uncoveansd at low tido, and teemii»g 
with hards. Wheaiever the rocks were exposed, 
the Hrds seeaned glad to firxl a refuge tiiere. 
Then the sea caiiie rp and drove thein off their 
pesch. They had to fly far down the coast to firxi 
another spot w^iesie it suited theaii toali^it 
So Winter rowed out to the lerf, saw that tha:e 
was a solid foundation for a platfomt and 
decided to build. M^i who had lived along the 
coast for years laughed at "Winter's Folly" and 
piedided a costiy Mlute. Winler^ started woik 
ffe drilled into the rocks, fixed heavy steel rods 
in positron, bolted strong wooden beams 



bebveGsi aiid diEn built his fJatfomis above. The 
maiiniade island, oub of leach of the \vaves, 
resisted all the forces of tlie sea. 

At fiist the scheme seemed to be a gigantic 
fiasco, for the haids tept awe^. For two years 
Winta: waited - a little EoixioiBly, pedi^js, but 
never losing confidence. Then fli^ after flight 
of hiids anlved and liested on his island. In that 
rainless chmate, their droppings i^mained the 
valiEble ferliliser Ihat sells at sight iQ the \\4ie^ 
growing disliicte of South Africa 

WinbEr saw that liis dieam had come tniq, and 
went on emlargiiig his island. The first ciope of 
gtiano f^ovided c^iatal for furthea: scpansion 
Today Wintea:^s island resegnHes a midoceon 
aegrxiioinei, with room eaioit^ for an air liner to 
land on the deck. 

One month's woik a year by a gai^ of 
labourers removes the guano crop. At otter tinjes 
the buds are left undisturbed; for the nxiie 
l^ianls Wtnier has, Ihe hi^is:' his profits lise 
The guano is shovelled into sacks and loaded by 
chufe on to a raft Three tons can be hauled to tte 
nHinland at one loading. Gieno is worth £10 a 



ton, Ihe price is liteJy to rise, and Winter's clear 
profit amounts to tiiousands a year - some se^^ 
£7,000. 

Others have followed Winteai's scanipJ-e at 
favoiiraHe spots. The Ciq^e Cioss fJatfoniis, 
covering several acies, aie built on the mainland. 
He*e they have to be higli eaiou^ to pJace the 
nests out of reach of pcowding jackals. They aie 
close to the sea, but out of leach of the surf. 
Huge colonies of lualgas (gann^ have made 
diear abode on llie fJatforms. Down beJow slink 
die hungry, baffled jackals. 

Cone back to Ihe seals li^ lie stmning 
liienBelves only a few yards from Diego Cante 
cross. You will find them along six miles of 
K)C% beaches- Ihe largest gathering of fur seals 
inAfrica, one of tiie greatest in tiiewoiid 

Oiiesi^it 1 can nevea: forget Thejagigediocks 
have been. Vfc^ni to the smoothness of so^by the 
bodies of geaieaiation after generation of seals. It 
must liave taken a long tiiiiQ, for a seal is a soft 
kJuhbery cieatur^ yet the rocks have become 
slippery and 1reaclie*oiB. FtobahJy they \v^:e 



like that in the da5's of Diego Canx and for 
CGSTtLiries before. 

Seals iHve poor eyesight but tey sc^t the 
strange:' from afar, and iLeiawholecoloi^ will 
laise uneasy snoiils and niwe towards tiie water. 
I siBlted them iqjwind and came upDU two bulls 
with cavernous mouliis battling as all bulls will 
for the favouis of the coy Isrems. It is a fight 
Itet is iBpeaied endlessly; a fight Hiat started 
long brfoie the locks becan:^ snnolii; a struggle 
asoldastheworid You can see the scars of last 
season's fights on them The old, d^ealed bulls 
go off by theanselves and fonn a sicl^ palhetic 
gioi^j, scorned by Ihe sleek little females. 

ThEt:e is only one \vay, I found, to photogr^^h 
the seals at close quaiteiis. I had to set my 
caniGia, race towards the coloi^ so that they 
could not pick up the scegrt le^ over the locks 
aixl take iny fictuie without a second's dela^. 
They all came sliding past me in a panic-strickeri 
cavalcade. This inediod, liowev^e*', is not™tliout 
danget^. A laige bull wei^is l^d to Ei^it hundied 
pounds, and some vAll attack and maul a niaix 



They will grip a man's ami, w^ny him like a 
bariE*^ with a rEEt, loU on him and ciush liini. 
They know w^iat liiey are doing on the rocks, 
those seals, ^^^le a man can find no foothold. 
Men killed ty seals have a little ceni^ety of 
thear own on tiie shoie at C^3e Cioss. 

November and Deceaiiber are Ihe months 
wb^i the seal hunJEsrs tate their loU. Then the 
na^iybom pi^s aie utteaing tliedr pieruiig dies - 
as well they m^ when nieai are using rulhless 
dubs among Item Pl^ds arB killed for lior 
skiiB, bulls are shot for the oil they yidd There 
aie, pedi^K, foily thousand seals at C^ie Cross 
during Ihe breeding season, and every year about 
four thousand are slaughtered 

Long ago, bEfoie the lagoon dried hd, C^De 
Cross was an island. TTiEit is wiiy tlie seals still 
come to these mainland beaches. The instinct 
that takes them always to islands has failed to 
warn tiiem of the changes at C^De Cross. For half 
a ceaituiy tiiey have been hunted in their ancient 
sanctuary. How long will it bq, 1 wonde*', before 
they seek new breeding giounds? 



Now heie is a poiiit wiiich may be ne^v to 
natuialists. The seals, stripped of tliGir valiiaUe 
pGJ.ts, aie boiled down at the CaqDe Cross sealing 
station; and during tlie poxess. stones aie found 
in the inacliinGiy. It has been, proved that the 
stones come ftoni the stomachs of the young 
seals. Mg91 wlio liave studied tlie ^vays of seals 
declare tiiat the young seals aie tau^it to 
swallow stones as bEillast; to aid thetn in tiiEir 
fiist atbE«ipts at swimming. I heaid otactly the 
same stoiy on a peaiguin island, and 1 can find no 
reason to disbelieve it 

ApEfft from Hie sealing station and the salt 
pans, thesB is Dotiiing at Csp^ Cross, Only the 
sounds of the seals, the seablids and the surf 
taeak that de^ hush of loiidiness. You would 
Sc^^ that it was a queer solitude tiiat no white 
iTRH would find it possiHe to spend half a 
centmy Iheie, alone for most of the year. 

Y^ one man has done it. He is a Swede, his 
name is Hasse^und, and he ^vas shipwrecked 
tiiG^e fifty years ago. The En^ish company was 
working "Litde Magigee's" guano discovety at 
the timq, and Hasse^und fourxi a job as cook. 



Wlien. the last of tiie guarx* liad boGn. shipped and 
^Gsyone eJse had tfeparted, Hasseiuixi ^vent to 
the sealing station as carGtake*^. 

HeisstiilthBB. Sometimes he seleclsayoung 
seal and liains it as a dicus peaf ormer. That 
needs patiaice, but Hasselund tes lost count of 
lima He mates neat litiie metal ashb^s, too, 
ea^raved wilii Ihe woid "Krouzk^" and 
SLttmounled ty a tii^ leplica of Ihe Porti^uese 
doss. Hasselund is the Old Man of C^)e Cross, 
and though 1 would not Kte Id stare his e?dle for 
long, I can s^ that I lEive met other beamits in 
less fascinating places. I think he must know 
moro than ar^ book can feli about the Me on the 
beaches and in the cold seas liet wash Ccpe 
Cross. -:- 

Chapter 14 
Lost Worlds, Lone Corners 

This weid coast of Souih-West Africa cast a 
spell over me long ^o, and 1 am sony t> be 
leaving it Neverthdess, the routel have m^jped 



out leads inland now - eastwards duon^i the 
Naniib to lonE^y peaces and strange peofies. 

Along lids path lies the "lost woiid" of 
SpitzkDp and the Bmndbeig nnunlBLns; Ihe old 
htdingplaces of the Beig Daneras; Otjik^to 
OcrtHT late and tlie gieat neteor near 
GiootfonMn; the Rehoboth "lepubiic" and 
goldfields. All these odd comers give proof, In 
lior own we^s, of the surprises awaiting the 
liayeller in Soulh-West Africa 

Once it w^as a weary ti:ek from SwakDpanund, 
inland fr^r ninety miles, to the Spitzkop 
[innacles. It will take no more than tiiree hoins 
hy car, and you will see die pnnacle of Great 
Spitzkop long before you arrive. Tliese huge red 
granite rocks must rank higii among the seven 
wonders of the countiy. They liave neve*^ been 
dimbed, Ihou^ 1 laiow^ a inountaineGg: wlio lias 
beeai within lliirly feet of the Great Spitzkop 
summit lie vows that he will conquer it or leave 
his bones liiece 

You can see Gieat SpitzkDp a hundied miles 
awc^^ if you ^proach it across the deadlevd 
plain The air is so negnificently dear Ihat at 



liiiily miles the details of lie pinrsde stand out 
sharjiy - cracks and hogsbacks and shee^ faces 
rising moie lien 2,500 feet above the yellow 
grass. At sunset the peak glows lite a golden 
lanp. It is one of liie great sighils of Aftlca, and 
around it have gatliered mar^ legends. 

Natives say that a monstea: lives thea^ feeding 
on luniian visitors, and thEte are still 
SL^Derstitious natives w4to are rG^uctant to veaiture 
near Sptzkop. One of a party of CaqDe Town 
climbets ^vho attempted the asceait in 1940 
declared that while some mountains w^ete 
friEndly, this one seemied to repeJ him. It lias 
beEai called a "lost w^rld" because tiiis isolated 
groi^D of eaiormous rocks still offeas rare 
opportimities to botanists, geologists and tiiose 
wlio seek Busliman paintings. In the caves you 
find stone impJeaiients arxi ostrich eggslieils; and 
on the w^ls are typ.^^ hunting scenes painted 
by the Buslimaix One of the finest has beeii 
chipped and ruined by an old Geoiian vandal 
wlio tried to rG«iove tiie wiiole painting. 

A white preispecbor once lived near Litlie 
Spitzkop, mining topaz and aquamarine on the 



slopes. You can still fiiid the shack \\4iGi:e he 
lived; biit liie legiEsxiaiy topaz cavQ, whGt:e the 
walls are covGa:ied™.thse9mpi:ecious stones - that 
will be a long qLiest 

WatGTis theprDlieLnatSpitzlmp. During the 
native wais Ihe Geamans tried to l^ep agaiiison 
IhsR TTiey built a dam at the foot of a precipice 
butliieicfliifallwassQ scanty that the tnxjpe had 
to leave AflHriainliiegeiffibokandzGbianBfe 
for Spitzk}p and all the lock pools sij^iy walEsr. 
In a diy season liise is one muddy well where 
liie water is not fit to drink 

One of die few sciemtific eq^editions to visit 
Spitzkop discovered the lonains of an ancient 
Bushman game drive in a funneJsliaped Ixeak in 
the chain of inoimtains. Buslimeai had jiJaced 
logs across the gap to diveit the game to tiieir 
fits. 

The north wall of Great SpitdoDp ris^ sheer 
and riatedfroin the plain to the siirnrnit and this 
will na^er be dimbed. It is Hie Matteriom of 
South- West Africa Owing to sharp changes in 
d^ and night tenjocitur^i, the rock peels lite 
an onion, exploding diamalically in the darkness. 



But it is possiMe to leach the needle from oilier 
directions, where bouldeis, ledg^ and corridors 
offer precarious grips. The rotten roick is the 
nyrin danger. Hee and liiere stones m^ be 
wedged into oacls to aid the diniDQs; but it is 
dai^eDus to cut steps. The cliniDGas in 194D 
roadied a faiily level rock plalfonn near the 
summit but were baffled by a deep deft b^ween 
liiem and the firel peak They could see the 
ocean from that heiglit They are still fSanning 
liie conquest of Great Spitztep 

Ei^ity miles across the pJain fioin Spitzkop is 
anodiGr and more massive ' ' island' ' of mountains. 
This is the Brandbeag rangsi, mystGaious to this 
day, almost forgotten in a far comEs: of a remote 
loritory. 

From the Biandberg rises the dome of 
Konigstein, 8,700 feet above sea levd, the 
highest point in Soi_rfhrWest Africa It was not 
unttl 1917 liiat Iwo German scienlisis naned 
ffoftmarm and Maack eqiorod the unknown 
gorges of liie Brandberg. They reported tliat the 
mouniains had been the home of laige numbers 
of Beag Damaias up to the aid of last century. 



Wliile a fev natives still lived tiiESje in a wild 
stab^ the range had beeai desetted by tiie old 
liibes, and tliey v^^etie unatJe to exjJain the 
migiatioix The solitude impressed both of tlieaii, 
with the southwest wind, eclioing in tiie ravines, 
as the only sound 

They were short of waterwhen they noticed 
footpiols and followed them to a wateriiole 
ooveaBdwilii plaited grass and stiBwn witli sand. 
But of the man who had left &e foolpiiiils Ihey 
saw no othesrsign, 

Maack copied a notewortiiy BiBhinan 
painting in a Btandberg cave - a wliite v^^man 
with wavy hmr and Gieek profile, wearing shoes 
and holding a flowe*^. It v^^as tliousands of yeais 
old, and anothea: clear psraof of BiBhinan 
wand^n^ southwards ftoin MeditEo:anean 
^icxies. MaEick also climbed Koni^teiii and left 
a recoid of his asceait under a cairn. Itwas found 
in 1940 by the C^q^e Town mountaineecs vdio 
tackled Spitzkop. Ajipareaidy no one else had 
been there during die intervening yeais. 

The Bsg Damaras \\4io once lived in Ihese 
boiideistrewn fastnesses are probably Ihe most 




Th? Did piQipocT^E panning gold dunng onD QtiLc 
nHi« m lit H&nMiU dvcTK^SpnDi-WesE Afncq, 



raystEooiB native race in Africa. It is possiHe to 
0£pdain liie pceseaice of ^G*y otliE*^ tribe in all 
liie diffetiErit temtories. Biit the Betg Dainaras, 
living in almost inaccessitJe mountain strong- 
holds, have baffled the attGinpts of all the 
scientists wlio have tried to discovei" their origin. 

The typical BeigDamaiais a small manwilii 
fee featmes of a negro, with black skin and 
sunten nostrils. Now the natives of SoulL^ii 
Africa are not negroes; lii^ differ in ^jpearance 
from the B^g Damara as liie Chinese differ 
fiom, Sc^, liie Australian aboriginals. 

The Beig Oamaias, a tribe of about t^venty 
diousanci fonn a racial island in a sea of othEi" 
distinct types. They have lost almost ^eay trace 
of thear past Tliear language is the queer speech 
of the Nama Hottentots, vdio enslaved thean for 
centuries. They aie so humbJe that they have no 
name for theanselves. The stiong Hea:e*o tribe 
call them Ovazorotua - tlie "Hack foieagnecs". 
And indeed the Bet:g Damaras are among the 
Hackest people in Africa. 

They must have been the last distinct race in 
Africa to bediscoverod. Itisaboutacentuiy and 



a half since Pi^o:' Biand, Ihe Dutch ecploier, 
found tlie Mbe in Ihe Aibs Mountains and 
haDught news of Ihsn to civilisation. For long 
years after Ihat dale Ihe mild Beig Damaras lived 
liieir wiet::hed lives of peaseciiHon, robbed or 
shot at sight by the wariite Hereaos. The 
introduclion of fiiearms in Soiriii-West Africa 
made their pUght woise, and liiey fled further 
Into the mounlains: Howfarlbey wentno v^hite 
mpni knows to lids d^, for there arB large 
imscplored areas in Soulh-West Africa 

A MflDndErful stLKiy for the scientist they 
retnain. Untoiiched by pcogiess, they aie at least 
no longG*^ hunted and inassacied. Tliey \vet:e 
heed from slavety by^ the Gennan Goveoiment 
after the defeat of the He^eros in 1907, and 
granted a reserve of liieir own as a r^waod for 
diEar loyally. Wanderos from the tribe are found 
everywhere in Soulh-West as servants and fann 
labouiErs. 

It TCBy seem strange 1i^ no dim rr]£anDiy of 
liieiroriginal language remains, but this is a fact 
The Berg Damaras are dear on one point - that 
liieir ancestors weB already at home in the land 



wliEn all liie otiiGr tiibes airived Tliey have one 
legEaid only, tliEib in ancieait times tliey lived by a 
liverM^chflowedall the year roimd Not one of 
Ihe sandy occasional riveas of Soull> West Africa 
answGts to this descriptioix Along the Oiancje 
Rive*^ theie is a tradition of a vanislied peopio, 
Ihe Kattea, and some believe that these weae the 
Betg Damaias before tliey ^vent norllx Bub even. 
the great Orange River often dries i^ to a m«:e 
triclde. 

The Beag Damaias are bow and arrow riEsn - 
aspilmliveinnEa^waysasliieBiJshrTerL Rock 
sheltEas were liieir horiES. They are stdl 
niserahly poor, for while other tribes own fat 
catll^ !ie Berg Damaias Isve only a foA^ goals. 
Locusts are caught, roasted and ciushed for 
paeseavlng. Bulbs and bGaries, wild honey and 
cateapillars practically corrplete their diet 
"Dagga" smoking, the dmg of mar^ an African 
Mbe, has pieced havoc wilii the plaque of 
son:E of them Y^ the Berg Daneras are still the 
finest mountain climbers in Africa For 
geneaations they have had to cliirih to save ^j^r 
hves; they have inherited head feet and gieat skill 



inieachii^lierghts. Possibly it is jealousy which 
moves olh^:' tiibes to sey tiet the Berg Dannras 
aie not men but baboons. 

They are thin, aiid n^ea: wash, for they 
beiieve that watEr on the sldn is dangEsnous. 
OdiGa" tribes have a wide knowledge of hoiial 
r^nedies. The Beag Oaiiiaras treat all illness by 
burning; a metiiod v^cli, as mi^it be oqDected, 
[xoduces vegy few cxnes, but in vdiich they 
persist year aftea: year. 

As far as is known, they have na^er had a 
chirf or leader. The tribal organisatLon was 
ahvc^ so weak that Ibey never oonianed to 
attack their enenies. Even Ibeir religion is lost 
They s^ tiet in the mountains of Ihe imm^jped 
KaokDveld thee is a large black st>ne, which 
Ibey call their gieat-grandfather; and tliat they 
and every bving iMng canie ftom it That is their 
only spaiitual belief. 

It is letnaikatJ-e that such a weak and 
primitive people should liave possessed one art 
wliich tiie intellectually siqDetior Heceaos lacked - 
the art of woridng in iion. As slaves the B^^ 



Damaras made we^Doiis for the H^:oos and later 
repaiied their guns. 

Probaliy the Beag Damaras wgsb the fiist of 
all that hoide of dark-skiiined people who swept 
down from the north inb South Africa Cut off 
by son:E whim of fete from Iheir feJlows, Ihe 
Berg Damaras in Soiiih-West Africa were not 
strong enough iti numbeas to resist Ihe Mbes 
iA4ach followed So Ihese negroes acquired the 
charactEaislics of several races; Ihe hmriing 
methods of the BiBhrrEsn, Ihe language of the 
ffoltenbt sorre of the customs of Ihe Herero. 

For thE«i at least the coming of the w^te man 
was a Uessing; for it fieed thegn from the slavery 
and petseculion that had been thetr lot since the 
Dade Ages. 

Travellers who are sensitive to an alinosphere 
of the weaid will shudder as th£y epproach 
O^Ufioto. This n^JstEalous crater latei, twelve 
miles ftom the mrrrii^ town of TsumdD, has a 
moie sinister reputation tlian arry otliea^ pool of 
watET in South-West Africa 

"No one w^io ^itets that lake ™1I come OLit 
alivQ," the native guides told Francis Galton, the 



exjiorer ^^^to discoveied Ogikoto in 1851. 
Na^eaiheless, Gallon and his companions, 
AndE*sson and Jolm Alleax swam, theaie to the 
astonishment of tlie Het:eaos, Ovaiiibos and 
Bushmen wlio watched thean. They etneaged 
safety, nioie fortuiiEibe than other w^te men vdio 
followed in lat^: yeais. 

OglbDlD is a citde of enHcing gieen wsA^r 
surrounded hy steep iLmestore walls, shaded at 
Ihe edges hy cadus, tropical liees and thorn 
busL The exploi^rs must have eqoyed slaking 
off Ihe flies and mosquito^ as Ihey plunged, ft^ 
from si5)erslitiori, inb tlie dieaded late; To tlie 
iKilives assemhledon the rim, tills was m^c and 
tiiese rTEai were soroeiers. Ovarifoos do not 
swin? tiie only rivers ttiey know are crocodile 
rivers, and, wisely, they avoid tiie water. As 
Gallon reached the bank and dimbed out the 
Hereros set 15) a dKint of jHBise. 

Galton cau^Tt a number of small fish at 
Oyikoto. He left with pJeEisant memories of the 
fiace. RDSsitJy he ^vould not have been so h^^py 
if he liad known tliat the lake ^vas a bottomless 
crater with a vdiirlpool inthecenlre. 



When I heard the story of the ^^^lidpool in 
Tsumei) I was inclined to doubt it One of my 
fhetids disregarded all warning and struck out 
cauHously acioss Ogikoto. As he aqz^xoached the 
CGnIre he expeiiGnced a sli^it dragging 
sensation; liB was in no dangea:, bub the Ihou^it 
alarmed him. 1 sliouted to him to come out and, 
after pausing for a photogi^zh, he clanibGred up 
the bank. 

A rmmEait later we saw a irnverrEait In the 
deep sledow of Iheovediangliig dolomite. Itwas 
a laige si^i^ luddng anxjEg the weeds In the 
watea^ and when we stened it the snate went 
wiithiig into hiding. Of oomseitni^hayebeen 
hcOTdess; but n^ friend wUl leffember the 
waters of OtjikDto as Ihe nrst lepdsive batMng 
place in the woiid. 

Above the lake 1 fouiid a inGgnorial to 
Johannes StE^^ianus Cook, postmaster of 
Tsumeii drowned in Oyikoto on OctobGr 16, 
1927 while swimming with friends. A man M/ho 
saw the tragedy told me that Cook was a good 
swimmea:. The w^ter was wami, and thetie 
seetned to be no possifcilily of cramp. Cook flung 



i^ an ann and vanished for ^er. Tliose piesent 
liad no doubt that he had been sucked down in a 
voitex. 

After the drowning, vigoiDus efforls were 
nede Id lecovei^ the body. Balls of sttong Iwine 
weae joined, and a lead sinterwas attached The 
line was loweed from a laft but the sinter did 
not iDudi botbni Then dynanile was exploded 
in the d^ttis of Ihe pool. Bones of aramals 
^^jeaied on Ihe surfece, but tlie body was never 
lecoveied The people of Tsumeb never swim in 
O^HfiDtonow. 

Dr. P. A. Wagii£*'„the geologist examined 
Oyikoto some yeais ago. He describes it as a 
sinkliole lake, elliptical in sh^qDe; measuring 820 
feet hy 650 fee*. Dr. Wagner gives the nonnal 
de^idi of wabE*^ as 600 feet bub does not stabq, 
wliedier this is an estimate or the result of 
sounding. 1 know that attempts to d^emiine the 
cfepth during die 1914^18 War w^^ 
unsuccessful. On that occasion membeas of the 
South African Foices ^veaie trying to recove*^ fi^d 
guns and ammunition flying into Ogikoto hy the 
repeating Geoiians before tliey sunendeg:ed 



Diveas sent l^d fiDni the coast leached a ledge not 
far be^ow die surface and recovered a few shells; 
but die heavy guns still rest in die depdis. They 
aie not likeiy to be distuibed 

Si^jplies of water for the town of Tsinreb and 
lie miiie w€3b once drawn ftom O^UsDto. 
Rainfall affects the levd, however, and during 
Ihe heavy rains of 1908 Ihe punps were 
SLibnEoged. In veay diy seasons Ihe late has 
dropped back into its crater for sevoilyfeetThe 
punpng station now stands msty and abandoned 
in the bush. 

Scientists legaid O^ikoto as pEiit of a huge 
undeaground cavern. Tlieaie aie similar lakes in 
die district diou^ inai^ niiles away; and 
Qtperiments \vidi dyes have proved beyond 
doubt diat die \vate«s aie linked hy subteoianean 
chaniiE^s. At Ogikoto die limestone roof has 
eadiEa" fallen in or been leanoved hy weadiEong. 

The late at Guinas, twenty miles fiDm 
Oglteto, is mudi laige: A series of small pools 
lead to a cave of stalactites, ba!s and steletons. 
This is at Gamterab and the cave gives access to 
yet another undergioimd late. The water is 



difficult to leach; a precipice is encountered, and 
ropes niBt be used 1 do not think much 
investigation of tins late las beGn earned out 
since a party of Gaixans exploied the waters 
witii a portable boat mary yeais ago. 

So the queer water sj^stean remains laigEiy a 
mystery. Dr, W^. J. Luyten, die astronomer, w^io 
visited Oyikoto, fianldy admits diat lie cannot 
scfdain the forces controlling die rise and fall of 
\vater. "They aie beyorxl our ken," he says, 
"liidden deep in the bowels of the eardi." He 
records the fact that sounding have been taken 
to a dEpdi of 400 feet at O^ikoto widiout 
touching bottom, and suggests that the leadline 
niE^ have been swept awsy into one of the 
undeaground chanriE^s foniiing the inl^ arxi 
oudet of the lake. 

OQiteto deseaves to be exploied moie 
IhoiDi^ily by scientists. Placid tixjugh it mey 
seem, the late does not figuro in so mar^ native 
si^jerstitions without leason Men in Tsumeb 
told uiB that v\hGai Ihe dynamite was used, fish 
with blind eyes came into fhedcylight fishfiom 
gieatdeptiis. 



ThESie is a cave near the ^vatGtievG^ at 
Oyikoto. You niE^' see bats and ouds in this 
sanctuaiy, as Galton saw thEtn. and doves 
circling ovea: the pool. But you will not find 
peace beside tliese v^^atets. Who knows how 
many lives Ogikoto has claimed? 

NotfarfromOyikolD, onthefannHobaWest 
in liie GioolfoiilEm dislilct, lies Ihe largest 
nielieoiitee^er discovered ltseGaiEtliat"arEasof 
atbaction" (as the astronomers se^^) east ta 
South-West Africa Further sonli], a whole 
"swamf' of nieteoiites fell together on the banks 
of IhedielyFishRLveg: 1 have seen pieces of this 
Hackmetaliisedasp^jerwerglils; andatGibeon 
I heard the story of the discovery. 

Years ago an esTteaiprising famiea: named Peter 
van der Westiunzeai noticed liiese fragments on 
his ixopeity near Gibeon. He sent specimens to 
museums in Gennany, aixl soon secured a 
contract to siq^y meteorites at the rate of £4 per 
100 lb. Many a profitatJe lump of ine^ lie and 
his Hottentots dug out of the limestone 

I have visited a rocteiy built \:ip wilh Ihese 
nieteorites ia the public gardens at Windhoek 



Someof Ihemareriiartedinawc^ thatsi^gests 
tiie natives liied to chip off pieces of nielal for 
Iheirwe^jons, just as Ihe Eskinns of Greenland 
used Ihe nieteois that fell 1her& 

Museums in marry parts of liie wn[>dd have 
offered to purchase meteors hum SoutlirWest 
Africa at a pice wiiich works out at more than 
£35,850 a ton. But the Goveoimeait will not part 
wn.th these "falleai stars". An En^ish scientist 
w/eait to gieet troutJe and expense leanoving a 
meteorite not long ago. When he readied the 
nearest railway staHon the qLieet^ fret^it was 
idEntified and the scientist w^as told thE*e was a 
ban on the sq^oit of meteorites. He offetied to 
pay llie administration any sum in reason for the 
specimen, but the offe*^ w^as refused. 

Todc^ it is fortidd^i e^en to m>ve the 
meteorites of Glheon from the graveyard v^here 
fh^ buried themselves centuries ago. If a liade 
In rreteoritos ev^er beoDmes legal, prospectors 
will ceriBinly mate rich Isuls iQ riBri^ parts of 
IheoDunby. There must be mar^ of these masses 
still uDdisa3vsed. 



So a fortune lies - ui^xotected in the Windhoek 
gardGns. As the smallest lump wei^B 500 lb. 
liiG*e is little dangEs: of theft. 

Brfoie the ban was lirposed some unknown 
jHDspeclDr tiled to excavate and break xtp the 
great Giootfonteiii meteorite. It struck the earlii 
flat so that lis full size can be ^predated - a 
Hock of valuable nelal in liie wilderness. Blue 
maris UBy be seen where the jHospectorwori^ 
with tecksaw and blowlanp in a vain eEEbit to 
cut Ite tough nlctelsteel coii^xosition, 

Astzonomeis think liie Giootfontein meieorite 
may once have fomied part of the sun itself. The 
GESiiians must have known of it; but the fiist 
scientific description ^vas given in 1929 hy Dr. 
W. J. LuybE9% of Harvard Univeasily, U.SA. A 
msty ^ipearaiice teils of the inteaise heat caused 
by friction as it enteied Ihe eorllis atmosphGt:e 
centuries ago. It is as large as a rooiri, and mi^it 
have wreaked havoc if the district had been 
doseJy settled 

The tenor wllii w4ach natives niBt have 
watched Ihe descoit of Ihis meteorite can be 
im^ined. A meteorite that passed over South- 



west Africa rii 1927 was otseaved from Angola 
to Ludeltzbucht thoig^h Ihe lestingplace has 
never been discovered. The Giootfonteiii 
meteorite would have been s^n in fioy flight 
ovo: a niLich wider area About ^ghly miles from 
the earlh a meteorite becomes lunmous. 
TravGUing at foily miles a second, it soon 
reaches white heat sooiohes the stany sl^ wilii 
its sparks, leaving a flamered trail. Tlien It 
dis^jpears. A few seconds iate:' Ihe lemaiuing 
fragnent crashes inte Ihe soil or the sea 
Shr^md ftom the sl^ indeed. Fortunately the 
atmosphGae wards off the woist of tlie 
bombardrrent leductng great jHDJectiles to dust 
Tons of rr^teoric dust settle on Ihe earlii every 
d^. Very rarely does a large fragnent thunder 
inbo Ihe ground. 

Many natives are srqDetstilious ahout 
meteorites, declaring that those vdio go to the 
spot wiieae a meteorite lies Ixiried will me^ with 
misfortune. A wily Hottentot chief in the 
Bethany district of South- West Africa, howevea:, 
found it pan[>fitatJ.e to take a more enli^iteaied 
view. He sold a in^eorite to a tradEa: for a barrel 



of mm. The trades: nearly fcroke his wagon ™th. 
tiiis heEivy caigo, and finally abandoned the 
m^eorite on the v^d. The FiotbEntot soon found 
the spot; and sold the meteorite to one tradGr 
aftEi" another - imtil at last a trader fcrouglit a 
wagon strong enougli to carry it away. 

Several claimanls started lawsuils when the 
meteorite arrived in Cc^ Town In the final 
setlieaiiEnt Hiey all ^leed to piesent it to tlie 
South Afilcan Museurii where it resis at the 
ja^sentHme. 

Among tlie niai^ oddities of Soutii-West 
Africa is tiie Reiioboth. "rEpuUic" - a strange 
coiiiniunity of half-castes. Heae are sadfaced 
niEai with ^vidEtaliiinied feJt liats, women in old- 
fashioned clothEs, occasionally a jx^^ Qiil ^vith 
a comjJexion almost wliite. 

They speakalai^i^eof thEirowii, ambcture 
of A&itoans and High Diiteh. Mar^ beariKimes 
honoured in South Afilca I have often spent a 
night in their tumbledown village c^lal after 
taveUiig through the huge tract of fine lanching 
oounby which th^ own. 



In the c^itre of Rehoboth theae is an aged tree 
sinrounded by a fence - "die ou kapteins' 
VG^gadering fdeii:" they call it Theie tlie leadeas 
of the re^xitJic met \\iiGn Rehoboth ^vas a 
r^xjUic ... the CainjibG^ls and tiie MacNabs, van 
Wyks, Beukes, Diergaards, Maasdorps, Car^vs, 
wise old councillors wi>o liave passed. 

I had to c^jply to the "K^Mn" of the 
Rehobolhs before I oould gather Hie liireads of 
Iheir stiange stoiy on the spot Th^ giBid IhEsr 
borders jealoiely ^const strangers. The 
"Keptein" at the piesent lime is the white 
m^istrate of the dislrict - an ^jpointment tlie 
authoiiliGS were forced to mete as a result of an 
amied revolt arri olher dramatic events. But in 
Ihe old dc^ the burghes of Rehoboth had Iher 
own rulers. 

In the old days the forefathers of the 
Rehoboths lived in Cape Town, peofJe of mixed 
Uood M/bo shunned tiiose darker in colour than 
theanseives. They drifted rxDrthwards, away from 
colour fx^iidicei; arxi became jioneeas and 
hunt^s along the rwrthem fronUe*^ of the coloriy. 
They wet:e Cliristians, nrissionaries lived ainong 



tiiG9iv diEarways of life ^VEie civilised. For many 
yeaES they encouLaged w^te men to many into 
liie community by granting a fann widi the halde. 

The old half-caste li^d^iB weaB fightmg D3E31, 
too, and often liiey liad to defend liienBdves 
against the poisoned atiows of Biishmai and the 
buUels of maraudiiig Hottentot hands along Ihe 
Qiange River. Thesn, as white seUiement 
advanced, Hie fermtng areas of the haLf-castes 
weaB tinBai^ied. By the end of Ihe eaghtesilii 
centmy lii^ had ocxi^ied a river fronlage of six 
hundred miles. The aDnnminily was about five 
tiiousand slioi^, owning miisteJs and cattle. 
They diav up Iheir own code of laws and 
organised Ihemsdves, lite a BlMical tnhe, on a 
coninnrel basis which still survives. It is said 
1i^ they weait as far as planrrii^ an issue of 
p^jGT nnn^ which, however, was na^er plat^ 
indruulalion 

Yet tliese adventtiroLis peojzJe, cuised by tliGir 
colour, could not live side by side witii tlie wiiite 
sgUIexs. Soutfi of the Orange Rive*^ they would 
have lost their land and thear indGfjeaidEaice. 
Thus, a gieat tiEk was decided Lq^on, and 



iioithwaLds moved the ^vhole community in a 
body - wagons, fumiturEi, cattlei, protected by the 
men 'wilh their inuzzleloadEgB, northwards into 
the Lmm^iped temtory of South-West Africa. 
They WGie tlie fiist real SGttleas in tliat vast 
couiitiy. 

Peneliating Ihe southern desert the half- 
castes sent sooute out in all directions to find 
laud suitable for Q^^r needs. Th^ led a choice 
which mar^ later setliers envied, aud thsy pid^ 
Ihe best In 1870 llor leader, always slyled 
Kc^ten, Hemanus van Wyi^ cfpuached the 
fantjus Herero Chirf Kamahareru at Okahandja 
aud secuied Ihe present Rdiobotli "Gebied" wilii 
other disputed temtoiy. It was a corrplicated 
liansaction, but gifts such as gm^cwder 
smoolhed Ihe w^, and a Hottentet daim to the 
taiitory was s^ed by a ptesent of a horse a 
year. As a result Ihe half-castes found 
Ihensdves in possession of a rich stielch larger 
lien Ireland in the coitte of a countty about the 
size of France. Statemen are sUll puzzling over 
the tilie or option of purchase granted to them 
ovQi-lhis verilable Land of Canaan 



H«?q. at all ei'Eaits, the peojie buitt their 
c^iatal LnidGr a liill of piik gianite. ThEy opened 
ip watet^ by tJasting, made gardens and finally 
ea^ectfid a small "Raadhuis" or F^adiament Hoiise. 
Gennany liad not yet ^^peaied on the scene. This 
was nothing less than a civilised reputJic in a 
savage land, and the Rehobotli peofJe clLnig to it 
tenacioLisly. Again and again they beat off the 
Hott^itot attacks, suffeiing losses vdiich are 
commeanorated ty monuments in the c^iital. 
Once they aqz^xoached the Cape Government 
suggesting an alliancei; and failed When 
Gennany colonised Soiili>West Africa they 
SLKTceeded in securing a treaty ^^^lich recognised 
their independence ™thin their own boideas; no 
mean achievetn^it wiien the F*n.issian spirit of 
those days is takeai into account 

The GenTEais, howe^o:; leoiised fte value of 
the REhoboths as allies in llier niEauiless 
canpaigus against the Hottentols and proud 
ffesDS. A Relioboth burgher ue^er flies a shot 
until he is {^stIblq of a hit tiiEae aro feA^ better 
nEfffamen ia Africa In letum for their loyally 
th^ were always treoted as a people si^jeior to 



liie natives. Governor Leutwein wrote: "They 
iHve lendeied us very valieble services bolii ia 
peace and In war. We must tierefoieatlach them 
Id us more and more and, in tenrs of lior own 
©£p:essed wishes, we should place thean as near 
as possible to Ihe wiates. " 

The lOl'^lS War hsoLi^Tt a crisis in the 
affairs of the Rehoboths, once so far away from 
the busy \voiid. Soiilli African troops \v€re 
advancing into llie GEOiian Colony, and the 
Rehoboth "army" was called up for seavice 
beiiind liie Geonan colours; but w^ig« military 
uiiifonns weae issued tiieie WG*e signs of r^olt 
They pointed out that they liad come originEdly 
from British soil and tliey did not ™sh to fi^it 
the South A fri cans. 

A diBmalic incident at this time was tiie seciet 
journey by K^toan Comelius van Wyk and oliier 
Rehobolii leadss linough fee Gennan lines. 
They succeeded in interviewing tiie late General 
Louis Botha, who ted landed wilii an 
ecpedilionary foice at Walvis Bc^, and showed 
Mm their cheder of independenca General 
Boli^ l^jped the docurrent "All Ihis gives you, 



IliEit; at the least you shall kee^" he is imported 
to liave promised thEsn. Botha and van Wyk aie 
dead, biit meiiibGtiB of the Rehoboth escort are 
alive. The ixomise is liie chief argimient used by 
the Rehoboths in liieir attGtnpfcs to secure gteatEr 
freedom. On his i^xmi to RiEhoboth, K^^tean van 
Wyk nE^Deabsd his refusal to assist the Geaman 
defeaice of the teratory - a irfusal wdiich ve*y 
neady led to the extinction of the flailing men of 
the "re^DutJic". 1 visited the mountains at Kubis 
wlie*e the Geamans comet:ed tlie refceJlious 
Rehoboths and turned Maxims and fid.d guns on 
them. The Reiioboths liad found cover for their 
womeai and childien in a cavei; and this position 
they heJd for a day and a nic^it, maiiy using old 
rifles and tdack powder, until tiie last 
ammunition had been speait At tiiis critical 
momeait tiie German commander received word 
fiom liis base eac^ily miles away that Union 
troops uixfe: Geaieral Mackeaizie w^:e 
^i^Moaching. The Geonans ™thdrew 
immediately, leaving ninety dead on tiie fie^d, 
while the Rehoboths were left with li^t 
casualties to w^come the invaders. 



They had foijght for tior "iBpublic", and voy 
soon afle: the Union occi^JoSion tliey sought to 
aDnsolidate the position. 

There were petitions to Mr. Lloyd Georgq, 
interviews witii General Smuts, tiie Govemor- 
Geaieral in C^3e Town and tiie Administiator in 
Windhoek. "We want to i^^n our status as an 
independent peopJe Lmder tiie Union Jack," 
declared tlie Reiioboths. 

Tlie setflonsit satisfied sone of the older 
Rehobolii buigheLs, the section known as the 
"Old Raad". But a body of insurgents called the 
"NewRaad" arose and incited a id^dlion against 
lie Union Govemn^nt In April, 1925, the 
village of Rehobolii was again an anred canp - 
a laige body of poUce, a nounted commando, 
aESDplanes wllii bon±G awarUng orders and 
houriy expecting the order to file. 

A serious factor in the situation, and one 
wtiich, I beli^Q, lias never before been 
emfdiasised, \vas the fxesence in Reiioboth of 
H^nETD niilitaiy leaders from all parts of Souti> 
West Africa. One teanjDoraiy victory on tlie piart 
of the refceJs, and tlie war fires woLild have 



Hazed fiom eve*y mountain top to Ixing the 
HESioo nation into insun^edion. 

Biit Ihe discipliiiBi poUce and Ite iTDial rffect 
of Ihe aoDplanes gained Ihe dc^^. An attack on a 
police officer was followed by a b^onet chaig^ 
liie streels were deared, Ihe Rdiototh' lEbels 
tatea prisoner. More lian six bundled of Ihem 
WGaBc^tured 

That is vAiy a vdiite niagistiate now takes his 
seat in liie "Raad" as K^Dteiix Most of the old, 
and oftEii pecLdiar laws of the R^ioboths are still 
in force; the "Raad" is still lesponsitde for the 
intEfiial affaiis of the coimtiy. But the Reiioboth 
peofie want more. TTiGy have forgotbEn tiieir 
difEG*iG«ces in the desire to see a K^q^tein of tiieir 
awn race at the head of the litde Pariiamoit. 
They hope to regain all the rights they etfloyed in 
tiie far-off days wlieai tiiey first tzekked into the 
unlaiown to found th^r'rEputdic". 

It is a lomaniic stoiy, but unforiut^rtdy the 
modeii Rehobolhs are not a lomantLC peopia 
They Iep/o deterioiated to an extent wbicb only 
those who kneA^ them last centmy can eslinialB 
conectly. Biandy Ibs b^n tiier downfall. "A 



Rehobolii will give aw^ his farm for a botlie of 
haBndy," thsy s^ in the South-West The 
statenent is hteially tme. Hcppily for the 
Rehohofhs, they aie not allowed to sell Ihm:' 
fame to ary person not of Ihedr own laca 
Wrihoiit this proteclion against themselves, the 
Rehobolhs would long ago have lost all they 
possessed A Rahoboth buigber who wishes to 
purchase Uqior 

niLBt now^ obtain a peamit from tiie police. 
Womeai are never granted pEtmits. Heavy fines 
are imposed M^ieai w^te people se^l or eveai give 
liquor to the Rehobolhs. 

Among the strange righls sHU erijoyed by the 
people is one lelating to debt "You are hereby 
invited to ^pear Irfoie the magistrate for a 
friendly discussion," the fonnula runs, instead of 
Ihe usual summons. ThsB is no" ctvil 
inpisonment Wbtte traders in the territoiy have 
Id skM^edienie caution in giariting credit to the 
inprovid^it Rehobolhs. 

Fines go into tte "Gewieente Kast", tiie funds 
of the community. There are "geaneGnte" farms, 
too, showing that tiie eariy socialistic ideas still 



siirvive. A RiEhoboth litigant cannot empJoy a 
lawye*^ unless the otii^:' side consents. These and 
maiiy other lav\B dating back to die peood befoie 
tiie tiek aie preserved in the tatteg:ed scliool 
Qiera.se boolcs in w^ch liie stEibutes wet:e 
written. 

The old Rehobolii lawmakEas, as I have said, 
weaB n]£ai of diffesBnt caiihie from liie IcEy, 
IndediMy stipd people wlio iiow mate such 
poor use of Iheir splendid land. I drove through 
Ihe "Gehied", with its long grass and good trees, 
and found it aLmost unstocted Kllpbuck spaBng 
\sp in Ihe track, v^lsDii^aQ v^liiiied awe^^ 
noisily. The Rdiohotlis have shooling pivlleges 
\\4ach no \\4ate settle:' in Ihis land can obtain; 
they mey hunt small game all the year round and 
hag game lite the gemsbok in season, and tiiey 
p^ no Ucoice f^s. Famous hunters the:e were 
amoi^ than last centLny- mBi lite Old Moulon 
wbo went nated after elephant and sneared his 
body with oil so that he could shp past wh£ai the 
tusteis charged. Not mai^^ of the 18"^ tield^is 
stiUhvetod^. 



So ixospeiity hss passed hy the slow 
Reiioboth peopJe. Nine thousand of them, and 
fMobahJy not more tlian a score ™th conifortaUe 
incomes. The anitation of the Rdioboth fanneg: at 
the present lime seeaiis to be to lease his iand to a 
wliite man - a matbEr wiiich can be arranged - 
and live in tlie village on the lent Many idle 
families are to be seen in Reiioboth, resting on 
shaded stoepe, smoking inteaininatiy, and no 
doubt discussing the statis of tho.r obsolete 
"refXjbJic". Cows and small stock wander round 
the houses; tlie ni^it resounds with animal 
noises. 

Qncesone of Ihe Rehobotiis were able to bi:^^ 
motorcars. Tlor ideas of money have alwc^ 
boGai hazy, and when 1h^ discovered that the 
mnrriipxists of rrotorcars wero substarrtial they 
weait back to tiorCcpe carls and wagons. ThEsr 
lack of ar^ "money seaise" was plainly revealed 
in one of their ^jpeals for the old republican 
status. They declared they had a goveanrnent 
ready Id step inte office, but they would prefer 
Ihe Uriion to sold them a Minister of Fiiarca 



What will be the fate of the REhoboHis? 
Uiidet: a less synipadiGtic goveoTment tiiGie 
would be iio Rehobodi landowiiEts in the 
"Geiied" today. It is still possiMe that the li^ 
to sell thear farms niay be giveai to tliegn. ThGii 
men ™tli txains and eaieggy ™.ll develop the 
iie^ected fanns of tlie "i^puUic". The shabby 
c^iatal will see new birildings and the sandy 
streets will be paved. 

But \\4iGai that dc^ con£s the sonoioiB chillies 
of Ihe old LnlheLan church dock at Rdioboth 
wlU have sounded a requieLn for a vanished and 
scattered lace. 

All the ^aniour of gold, the paHeaice of the 
old pcospector and the tirGiess eneigy of men 
recovering wealth in a fascinating sti^qDe are to be 
seen when tiiE*e is a lush in the Reiioboth 
district SevGial booms have beeai followed by 
slumps. 1 vjas tiiE*e in the 1935 neh. 

This was the Biet Harte scena These 
paimilive gold canps weae as differed; from the 
mechanised lontiiie of Ihe WitwatGasrand nines 
as a piece of streated quartz and a golden 
sovereagn. Some of these toUeis of Ihe distent 



vdd were pursuii^ planbms; others paid Iher 
Wc^ handsomely; aU of them were intensely 
humanin their inBssailable spirit of cxDnfidence. 

1 watched tliEsn near Rehobotlx digging, 
"panning", mnning thear crazy honiGmade 
stamps and proudly displaying screwc^ bottles 
holding the month's output, He^e w^:e 
Kalgooiiie and Baibeaton come to life again. 
TTiGtie may be no GoldGai Mile or El Dorado in 
the Reiioboth district - despate tlie legeaids of 
"lost leefs" - but there was a living in it for some 
of the resourseful old hands who knew the game: 

Rehoholh, ind^d, was essentially a field for 
tiie small woite:' using siirjie and inexpeaisive 
plant and operating at low costs. The large 
Goiipanies soon diofped oiiL But the clanging of 
batlnries was heardintheni^itandanLGiiDGT'of 
httle entsaprises survived and even flourished for 
mai^?^ nnnlhs. 

As far back as the time vdien Germany njled 
SouthrWest Africa, gold 'was known to exist in 
the Rehobolh area. AttGinpts to uncover this 
hidden treasure in rec^it years have prtvided 
some retiiaricabJe stories. Sir N4alcolm Campbell 



sou^it his lost sliEiking it with gnaded hands that 
had gripped pospectiiig kit from LydGnburg to 
LitdGiitzbucht Gradually the heavy iniiiEfials 
sank to the bottom of the iron pEux I peeaed Qver 
his slioulder and saw the ye^low^ gold against 
dark red SEttid, liie sacred "coloitf' w^iich eve*y 
gold prospector seeks. 

Prospe:1ingatRehoix)1iiisl:srdwDik, butitis 
ii3tiiMcctewoik Youneedapftckorl^immer, a 
shovel and a gold pan- and a baiiier of courage 
against dis^jpointaait Find your leef, and the 
labourers wOl haeak out the quartz. More 
labourers wUl hammer the oie and feed it inb 
liieslanps. Tli^iwatGr is added and the rrtxture 
passes over a copperplate coated with mercury . 
This catches most of the gold 1o form amalgant 
wMe sorrE of the gold which esc^ies is caijght 
in the ttaditiorKl corduroy blanfet and lecovered 
lata: 

The possihslity of finding gold worth millions 
at Rehoboth is loiiote. Tliey se^' tliat a Geonan 
prospector before the 1914^18 War died on the 
v^ay to Windhoek with a sanifJe of iiiarvelloLB 
value w^ch no sanijie during tlie last boom 



r^evealed. The fiist important rush occuned in 
1922, when mai^ rich pockets we*e discovered 
some distance to the south, of Re^ioboth; but no 
"lostreef cametoli^it 

Gold found by a farriHr whQe digging a 
wateafuriDw started tiie aclivily iq the Rfhoboth 
aieain 1934. Veiy soon two ttousarri claims had 
been pegged, some of Ihem in the stte^ of 
Rehobolii villaga Conpanies and indicates 
weae f orrrei, prospeclors came liLingilly ftom fer 
cximers of southGm Africa, gold fever gripped 
eveayone Aeroplanes weie iised ly several of 
Ihose corcQiied, for distances are great roads 
aie mere tracks and riBr:^ pronisLng daims l3y 
ini^iTote and inaccessible countiy. 

The sam{:des revealed wonderful quantities of 
gold, often, ei^it ounces to die ton, but they \v^:e 
not the sort of samples wliich impcess Rand 
mining engineers. It is, unfortunately, notorious 
that the Reiioboth fieids show rzhegiomeaially rich 
values in patches without that vital continuity 
wliich has made Joliannesburg a city with a 
future. 



N^'Gaiheless niar^ claim holdEss, dazzled by the 
fiist assays, lefused offets of thoieaiids for tlieir 
limits. Tlie ptTDspecting area spread out to 
mountainous countiy w^ch could be reached 
only on liois^DEick. Each mail train IzaoiK^ fiesh 
adventLii^s to the fieJd Scores of beginneiB 
pegged claims w^iere thetie was no gold at all. 
They found that out latet:; meanv\iiile excitetn^it 
njled and the Riesling spadding^vinei, sold in the 
Rehoboth hoteis at £2 10s. a magnum, found 
ht^G^s evety ni^it A "ConiGr House" was s^ 
15:1, faint coLmtGipart indeed of the gieat 
Johannesbuig building. 

As lii^ scxalched the eaith liiis hoide of 
pDspectois discoveied what geologists had long 
SLtspected; tiiat Ihe Rehoboth countiy, distorted 
by gigantic ipheavals, baffled their attenpis to 
liace tiie goldbeaiing sttalB. It is an attractive 
stitch of countiy witti ils mimosa liees, 
kam^dooms and mounteons dcfjpled under the 
douds. Fine hunting countiy, hedli^y, and 
offering gieat opportunities for raising catlia But 
of all the hopeful hundreds who flocted there to 
win gold, only a handful remained. 



Floods liastGiied the disillLisionniGaTb. Santfy 
rivGr beds became tonents. The camp fires that 
had tdazed 011 frosty wintGa: ni^its for miles 
along the tJack qiiarlz leefs weie qiiE«clied by 
the summei' rains. Soimds of blasting no longGr 
r^everiDGrated across tlie veid. Pegs weiie pulled 
out to save tlie daiin fees, aixl the diegTched 
thiongs of speculators departed 

One rnte:esting discoveay was niade towards 
Ihe end of Ihe rush period by a parly of 
paDspectors who decided to stiite out heyord the 
borders of the Rehohoth fields into the Nanib 
Desert These mar tiat^ old gold worldngs, 
lienches, stefis and drives, on a series of paiallel 
re^. The find was rrede in londy uninhabited 
country, which has been visited hy feA^ men 
since the origirel, rrysterious nineas left these 
signs of Iheir toil. Was this the "lost reef" for 
which Sir Malcolm Caojiidl searched? Who 
worted it, and with wtet result? Siich was the 
riddle of the Naoih. 

So the small man w^td banks his liopes on 
metcuiy and coidiiroy and is p^iGpEtted to move 
^iG9i tlie "free milling" gold pGtesB out the small. 



QcpGoenced goldseekEr retains his faith, in 
Rehoboth. Men like Mr. Lackniann, an 
American pcospector I met He found the fiist 
gold in tlie aiea as far back as 1908, and still 
hoped to see his properly paying dividEaids. 

Siich roeai never Icee hope. Th^ deserve all 
liie ^icoiiragement Soiilh-West Africa can give 
than, for tfaey belong Id the lype v^tdch, in the 
past lias produced niUions of goldeai sovereigns 
and enriched us all. Wish Ihemwdl, wish Hieni 
years of good fortune as Iheywoikfher narrow 
ro^. For only ty pl^ring liirs game of hrde-and- 
seek with Mother Earth can rich seciels be 
eqjosedatlast 



Chapter 15 
Forts In The W^leerness 

Namibnr, the gieat v^te castle in the 
norihem wHdemess of Soiilh-West Africa beside 
Ihe FtDsla Pan, is one of the srghis of the 
teiilDiy that is too remote for most people to 
sea Everything beyond Namubni is "oulside the 



poUce zone". An adventurous spirit^ teiving 
secured apemit, goes onfromtheaBathis own 
risk - arxi Ihe risk mey be consideBhla Beyond 
Namuteni he wOl me^ Bushmen and olher 
natives who have na^er seen a white fece. ffe 
will encouirie: wild elephants, and lie will be 
warned (as 1 was not to sle^ near the fevourite 
wateriiolesof thehons. If his car breaks down he 
jj^f die of thirst and he wUl not be the first to 
meet that fete beyond NamitDni. 

No wondGT the traveler sometimes likes to 
linger for a wiiile at NamLitoni. It is one of a 
number of forts built by tlie Germans in Soull> 
West Africa. The atmosfdiere of the Foreign 
Legion clin^ to its rEonparts and toweas. 
ThroLi^ the loopholes, meai liave gsczed on 
scenes of desperate adveaiture and fired into the 
ranks of attacking Ovambo liordes. Even in 
recesit yeais, NEonutoni has known sudden death. 
The old castle is now the last police outpost in 
the north. Stand in the courtyard and liear the 
grim story. 

Voy eariy this century the GernHns wished 
to establish a place of safety from which they 



could negotiate with the unconqLiE*ed CX'ambos 
aiid recixiit labour for the newdyopEaied copper 
mine at Tsunieti seveaity-five miles away. The 
distance may not seem great, but s^eai now a car 
journey from Naiiuitoni to Tsumeti in tlie rainy 
season, may take six \veGks. For this reason the 
police sergeant in charge keeps cameis in 
reserve. 

So Namutoni was built Id sone mediaeval 
plan, probably inspirod by liie casHes of the 
RhLD& Towers at each comB:' of a large ledangle 
paovided Ihe officos and n^n of a cavaliy 
legirrent wilh comfortable quarters. High walls 
(now sadly dece^ing arxi broten in places) 
eaidosed the courlyard, winle the arched 
gaiewc^s could be quicldy barricaded. 

From the towers the sentries geized on as 
FEanarkatie a scene as aiiy in Africa. They could 
stare until they were tired on lierds of tJue 
wildebeest and gEsiisbok lumdieds strong; they 
could pack off a lion at a range of a hundred 
yards; lacking meat, they mi^it have killed a 
thousand sfxingbok in a day ™tiioi.it fiightGning 
the game. Greeai bush, fcrown saiid. Bluishw^te 



dazzle of tiie Etosha Pan, li^it VA\iB sky, the 
massed animals from zetea to ostrich. . . 
wondealand indeed for a bored sentiy . 

So this barrier was thrown r:^) by the Gennans 
Id teep off Ihe strong Ovambo tritesrren Native 
con5)aigns against HottGaiiot and ffaero were 
beng waged ta the south; wars tlEit lasted for 
years and gave the Germans no rndination to 
"civilize" Ovamboland Wisely they went no 
ftnUis:' than NamulDni. But it was not long 
before Namutoni had to be def^ided. A force of 
fivehimdredOvarrihDfightmgrrEn, stjiredrpty 
rcbeUious Hereros, ^jpeared at Namiibni on 
January 28, 1904 At that lime theae was a 
garrison of only seven men, commanded hy 
UnlHrOfflzier Fritz Grossmann 

You will find the names of these men 
inscribed on a stone monument to their gallantly 
just outside tiie main entiiance at ?*Jamutoni. 
Seageant Bruno Lassmann, Ricliard Le«ikq, 
Albeit Leir, Jakob Bassendowsld, Franz Becker, 
and Kari Haitmann were the othets. Hartmann 
told me the stoiy. He was feeding liis dog afbEr a 
rich dinner in honour of the Kaiseai^s barthday 



wliEai he liEqipGaied to Icxjk out tiirou^ a slit in 
liie towEs:. One of his companions was placing 
Ix^ead in the oven. Hartmann shouted the alann. 
He had see« liie ostrich piunies of the Ovaiiibo 
warriors and the hsjead \vas forgotteax 

They dosed Ihe gates, Niiie natives oiployed 
by the Geirnaiis as servants and caHieheLds failed 
Id leach the fort in time, and weae muideLed by 
lie OvamhDS. The men of tiie litfle gamson 
realised they could not defend Ihe whole fort; 
and so 1h^ chose one massive towea; stocted 
with food and water and ammunitLorL 

I slept in that towea:, in a stonGflagged room at 
the head of a stone staiiway. And I utxiG^stood 
how tliose seven, detemiined ineai had kept the 
hoide at bay. They must liave raked the 
^i^oaches in all directions, and with tiieir 
accurate rifle fire tiiey massacied the Ovambos 
again and again as tiiey njshed the eaitiance. The 
Ovambos ^veae anned with Martini- Henrys. 
Their builds pitted the towei", but only one of the 
Geainans within was ^vouiided After sevet:al 
assaults liad been driven off theae was a pariey. 
The Germans had all tlieir flags flying in 



ce^eixation of the Kaiser's fcirliiday; and the 
Ovanibos v^^^ere inquisitive about this display. 

"We aie expectii^ relief froniTsumdD - mar^^ 
tiDops are on the march, and they will beheaeat 
ar^ morrEnt" the Gemen "untET ofOztes:" 
shouted to the Ovambo inteiprete^. 

The Ovanibos v^itiidrav to consider this 
infomiatiorL Sunset camo, and ^vith the dusk the 
six men carried ti^r wounded comrade out of 
the tower, slipped into the bush, and hurried 
Bway towards Tsrnneg. When tlie Ovambos 
returned to the attEick at dsytteak they fornid the 
towoT etnpty. Round Namutoni lay one lumdied 
and fifty dead Ovambos. 

The castie was set alight and partly destmyed, 
but Ihe Germans restored it and stationed alarger 
garrison there. Some inspired, forgotteai military 
Gomnande:' built Ihe most pleasant swimming 
bath I have ever known, anovalpoolsi^jpliedby 
a generous fountain, shaded by pahiE arxi reed 
walls. The water is alwE^ passing throng this 
batti, to the delight of the dusty tiaveller. It rurs 
awc^totheEtoshaPan, wheiB the animals drink. 
The white castie, the gieei bath and the wild 



beasts, all seeai at one giaiice; fomi a inGnioraUe 
fictme on die screeai of meanory . 

Kaii Hartmann lived for forty yeeirs on a 
lonely farmtwenly miles fLoniNamutom. Itwas 
aLmost liie last farm in Soulii-West Africa in the 
DorftL ffertmannwas amanof ionoisestioiglii 
and coui^e. Atlacted by a wounded leopaid 
sowB years ^o, he foigbt with his tends unjil 
Ihe leopard crept awc^ exliansted. ThGai he 
staggered home Id diess his wounds. He 
organised a road rriolDr service to carry Ihe mails 
through the diEEiciilt courrby betw^ar Tsumeb 
and Ovamboland ffe was a true faoneer. 

Onjanuaiy 20, 1946, Kaii Hartmann \vent out 
fiom. his fann with a BLishinan tzackea: to fiixl a 
lion vdiich had beeai killing his catde. He had 
killed moie liian fifty lions in liis tiniQ, and had 
wounded this lion the pervious day. AftEr 
following the trail for et^iteGgi miles the 
Bushman led Hartmann Lp to the wounded lion. 

fferlmann, for once rn his lif ^ missed 
ooini^Hly and the hon hrought him to Ihe 
ground Still vigorous at sixiy-five ffertaBrm 
fought the Uoii as he ted wresHed wilii the 



leopard It was hopeless. The old defender of 
Namitoni died unda:'1he Uoris claws. 




SigdT 111 B xnmn Biilip^i, nlmiiirii phfd In Ibt abuhir m 
Mi,r.«[on(.on irih' bsJ|n. ^< i1,( t l.,:ina Tan. 'icuih V.t^i M,,<.^ 

Setigeant Kleynhaiis of die South- West Africa 
Palice and his wife^veaie die only w^te resi debits 
at Naniutoni w^ien 1 \vas dieie in 1938. The^ 
we*e used to living in solitude At a previous 
"out station", Mrs. Kleynhans told me. she had 
not seen anodie*^ ^lite woman for seven months. 

"Only a few nights ago, seven hons waited 
past tins hoise and prowled round Ihe kraal 
w4ise the camsis sloGp," weart on Mrs. 



KleynliEms. "The iialive constatJe tiuew sacks, 
soaked in pEffafFin and set ali^it; into the kraal. 
That diove the lions off. ' ' 

FiDmthepDlicepDiiitofview, Namutoni Is an 
agieealie statiorL PawpeRvs grow in Ihe garfen. 
The segeant is entilied Id shoot three spiii^tok 
a month for his own pot and one wildebeest for 
liie servanb. Guinea fowl and wild duck vaiy the 
mEaniThey haveaoow. Theientisonly £2 14s. 
amonlii, and as there are no enlEdainmails it is 
possible to save nxjney. An unmanled ssgeant 
once lematned at Namuboni for five years and 
was sorry to leave 

Not liiat life passes tiieine \vi1iiout exciteanent 
Seageont tGeynliaiis had dealt ^vith two muLdGr 
cases since his arrival foiir months before. A 
baby, bom in a HeskLmi BLishiiiaii camp not far 
awHy, ^^ms murdetied by liie inotheg: and 
gLandiiiolhea:. According to pliiiitive Bushman 
custom, the moliie*" was still feeding a child of 
five wiien the second was bom. Thetie ^vas not 
enou^ nourishment for tw/o - liie newcom.ea: was 
doomed. And the two MflDmeai wixD obeyed the 
badiaric lawweaitto prison for nine montlis. 



SoniB yeais ago a previous station 
conmande:' at NaniilDni, Lance-Sergeant 
Poucher, took his wife and young children for a 
motordiiva Ife saw a party of Ovambos in the 
bush, suspected that tiiEyweaB deserters from tlie 
nines, and stopped to question liisn One of the 
Ovanixs stabbed liim to the heart. A motoi=- 
lony driver found &e gnefetiicten wife soon 
afleawards; but the Ovambos lol dis^jpeared. 
One white constable followed the tiail. There 
was another stmggle when he found th^n, but 
tbis time the murder^:' was killed. 

Mrs. Kleynhans slept with a shotgun beside 
liE*^ bed ^leai hei" luisband wemt away on patrol. 
She has had the experience of locking the door 
against native rotbeas and seeking safety on the 
toof with all the statioris fiieamis jiiled beside 
lie*^. She is not a neavous ^voman. 

Usually there is Gert witbin call - tbe native 
constable, baLEHottentol, leLEBushman, and one 
of the nretskilfiilttaci^s in the country. 1 went 
av^7 part of tbe Etosha Pan wilb Gert as n^' 
guida Ife could leconsiiuct ari^ diBma of tte 
vdd from rrerks imperceptilie to n^ eyes. He 



spoke BLBhnian, Hotteaitot Ovambo, Afrikaans, 
and En^islx A useful fellow to liave haiic^ 
whe^e civilisation ends. 

Then ti)£3B was a young and nated and 
Damdess Hekmii Bushman who hroiiglit water, 
w^Jied the platGs, attested to ut/ needs in the 
tewe:; and showed wild pleasure on leceiving a 
gift of sardines. He had wandered inb 
NamulDni, and no doubt by this tune be bas 
beard tbe call of the spaces and vanisbed again 
after the marmer of his laca Bi_ri; a Bushman 
servant while he remains, is anxjng the best 
Show him onoe how things should be done and 
bis imitative gift will cone into ple^. I tboiiglit 
of bringing Ite HtHe fMkum back to Ccpe Town 
withnie - and decided otherwise 

Naniuloni fell into the hands of Geaie^al Coeii 
Brite during the 191^18 V^ar. Affer the 
sun^endGT, Geaietal Botlia seait a message to 
NEonubani regietling that he would have to keep 
the brigade thGt:e for a time. To wliich the 
famous answe*^ \vas SEait: "I have c^^tured ten. 
thousand botties of rum. My ineai have as much 
wild beast flesh as tliey caneat WearecontEait" 



"Wer da?" Here is anolher castle, and the 
cballaige of a ghostly German sentty s^ans to 
ling from Ihe tower as I stand before the mud 
walls at sundown 

This is Wamibad, the fiist wliite s^tlGsnent in 
South- West Aftica. It is still the fiist village you 
reach aftea: crossing the Orange River frontieg: on 
the thousandmiles' hi^iway between C^do Town 
and Windlioek. It suggests guEmlla rsadEss, 
niacliine guns, forced marclies and lost patiols. 

At Wamibad sudi inpressions are tiue. This 
village of sqiKie white bouses bas seen all the 
diama of the desert ThEae you will find n^n and 
woniai who Uved Ihrougb despeaate attacks and 
siege afler siege, even in this c^riury. Rusting in 
Ihe shadow of the fort aie the very cartridge 
cases jeri^oitt of lorigMcBLBers during the last 
drfence against the Hottentots. So theaB are 
ghoste in Wamibad ... of imirdered missionaries 
and settlers, of ffottenbt despeaadoes hanged in 
Ihe village square, of ambuslied Gennan 
cavahynien 

The land of yellow grass, kokeahooms and 
bouldetsti^vn mountains round Wamibad was 



visited by a fev bold EXitch East Iiidia Company 
QCfioiEiB in the eg^iteGaitii cegrtLiLy. Rimaway 
diminals from tlie C^pe, tiie Greek filibuster 
StGfJianos and olheas, found a refuge tlieaie vdien 
liie counliy was in the possession of the 
Hotteitot outlaw chief Jager Afrikaner. 

Afiikan^ This man and his descendanis Irft 
th^ feoily name in bloodied lettEis on the stoiy 
of Wamibad and South-West Africa These 
ffoltenbt leades and their dans nete a 
fasdiEitirg study. They came Into close contact 
with the wiate man eadier than ai^ other native 
lace in Soulhem Africa They learnt to use 
boises and fiieamjs, and when they weaB pushed 
norihwaids from Table Be^ their knowledge 
made them daDgeions. 

Ve^dschoendrageas, Topaiaais, Bond^swarts, 
Scorpions, the Red NEilion - by such names the 
dans \vo:e known. With thar li^it skins, 
Chinese eyes and pe^:peaconi liair, tliey w^:e 
difEeceait fmni all the other native races; cunning 
and cnjeJ in the wars they ^vaged, clan against 
daa vAlh girls and cattle as tiie paizes. Some of 
the leaders, or K^^fceans as they we*e called, had 



a tiace of European tJood in theaii, and long ago 
theae ^veie educated men among them. (Hendiik 
Witbooi's diary reveals a polished literary style.) 
In spite of more than a ceaitLiry of campaigns^ it 
cannot be said that the Hottentot bands wece ei^er 
decisively beaten until tiiey weae bombed in 
1922 fiiDm the air. 

Such were the people who made the 
WamiDad disliict ftor hunling ground when 
Abiaham and Christian Altffechts of the London 
Missionary Sodely founded the pioneer mission 
at Wamibod eariy last centuiy. Jager Afriteffo^s 
stronghold was an island in the "vraterjuggle" of 
IheQiai^ River at ti^tim^ but he moved to a 
spot near Wannbad to watch developmails. 
Very soon the Albrochls brothers wero forced to 
ride soulhwards for Ihm:' lives while Afrilsner 
looted and wreciffid the little mission 

The great Robert Moffat reopened the 
Warmbad mission in 1818. So wonderful was his 
influence that lie succeeded in converting Jager 
Afrikaner, and Startled C^3e Town by taking the 
Hott^rtot thet:e ™tii him on a peaceful visit 
Lord Chades Somerset was so pieased to firxi 



this tEOT^r of the fiontiei:' tamed that he gave 
A fii kanEs: a wagDiL 

This pLeasant intedude at Warmbad did not 
last long. MoHat depailEd, the Wesleyaos took 
charge, and tior fiist missioiary, a 
YoifehiiBman named Wltliani Thidfall, was 
mudered iq his sleep ly BiehmeiL Edwaid 
CooH another Wesleyan, took 15) the peiilous 
post at Wamibad (whidi he nan^i Msbetfs 
Bath) in 1834, and lived there witli his wife and 
childien, woiking among Ihe Bondelswarts. Mis. 
Cook was thus the fiist white woman to mafe 
hGT home in Gieat NamaqualaDd, and for son:e 
lime this little family weaB the only white people 
inthecountty. 

They lived among the wild liibes w^ch wetie 
coiistanlly at \var. About the middle of last 
CGaTtury, howa'Ga:, a sort of HotbEntot League was 
formeci and the new allies turned on the fxoud 
HesTG^DS. The HeanE^os aie in mar^ ways a fine 
lacGi, wilii the qualities of the Zulus; but the 
Hott^itots called thEin "their dogs" and defeated 
thean again and again. It was not unUl the Gieat 



Peace of Okabantja, signed in 1870, thEit the 
Hott^itots and Heioos ^veie at peace. 

During all this time there were only a fav 
do^ais of white people, tradeis, buntHrs, and 
nlssionaries, iq the wliole of South- West Africa 
- acounby of 332,450 sqiBiB miles, about thiee- 
fomlhs the area of the Union of South Africa 
But now a new enen^ cfpeared with the 
paDclanBtion of (he Geaman pDtedDicte AgaiQ 
Warmbad resounded wltii the match of anred 
m£ai and the crack of rifles. No wonder the 
setlieas buQt Ihar white, boxlite houses with 
Ihick walls and loopholes. The fiist fori: was 
designed to protect the watEasi^ply. It w^ 
Gonpleted ia 1893, and tei years later a garrison 
of eleven GermaiB were holding it and filing 
inb a hoide of attacking Bondelswarts. 

This levolt was started by K^jbein Abraham 
Christian w^io gave the signal for the rising by 
killing a Geonan police officea: on patrol. 
Waniibad held out until relief anived; but the 
soudiGoi teratory was aUaze and fresii attacks 
w^ie expected at ar^ niomegit. A bcass saluting 
cannon was used for warning the peopJe of 



Waniibad to race for the fort at liie fiist sign of 

attack. 

K^fen Christian had heeai shot dead in Ihe 
fiist skiimish His place was tateii by one of the 
niDst dangerous ieadeis ^j^r known in the 
teiilDiy, a N^x)leon of the vdd nan^ 
MaiEaigo. This half-hreed HottenbtHereau had 
as his heulHLKttit one Mortis, whose father had 
beGai awhite man. The Gemjans weae unable to 
come to grips wiliilhese crafty desert fighiers in 
1henx)ijntamou5countiy rourdWannbad When 
baid pressed, Maresngo and his followeis would 
dash acrcss the intanational fiDntier into tlie 
C^)e Color^; and fceie Ihe Germans dared not 
follow them To add to Iheir difficultLes, the 
Geannns were desperately engaged with the 
ffe^Ds in the north and could spare a fidd foice 
of only five bundled men for the canpaign 
against the Bonddswarts. 

BrokGn rifles, rEdion tins. watE*^ botdes and 
skeJetoiis in the loiiE^y mountain valleys. leJics 
still seem hy ixosiDectors, te^l fragments of the 
sttsy of liiislongguemlla\var. 



The peace treaty of 1904 left the 
Bondelswaite undefeated After a rest of only a 
fav months not only the Boiiddswarts, but all 
Ihe other Hottentot clans rose against the 
Gennans. S^ers on isolated faniB were 
nessacied. Again Ihe brass cannon boorrel over 
Wamfoad; again Wannbad and a dozen olher 
lone foits were besieged Even Hendrik Witbooi, 
wbo had beGai a feilMul ally of the Geamans in 
several canpaigns, joined in the insunection, 
only to meet his death on ihe faim now called 
Wilbooissida 

Clan after clan was conqiiet:ed by llie Geonan 
corps liLinied into die fieJd, until at last llie attack 
could be conceaitrated on those last stuhboni 
giiEoillas, the BondEiswarts. Figliting laged 
toimd the watErfioles of die Wannbad district. 
Water means life in diat paiched land, w^iere the 
lainfall is only 3V2 inches a year. Today, as you 
liavel throu^ the territory, seaich the mimosa 
and kameeldoom round sources of water and you 
are almost certain to find the graves of the 
German dead 



The BoiidEiswarts contiiuied to cut off small 
patrols, M^le die evasive MarEtigo outwitted the 
wliole Geraiaii punitive oq^edition. In 1906 
Maioigo M^as liLmted over the C£q3e border and 
takeai to Prieska as a political pisoner. Soon 
afteiAvaids he escf^Ded, returning to Geaman 
tEoitoiy to stir up tioufcie again. On this 
occasion, the C^De Govemmegit agreed to 
cooperate ™thtiie Germans and Major Elliott of 
the Ciq^e Mounted Police was ordered to c^^tuie 
Maioigo if he eaitered the C^3e Coloiiy. 

The e3)d of MarEsngo was a diama typical of 
lids sttaoge, wild ftDDHer. Itwas described to nie 
by a police sergeant w4io took pait in. the 
opoalions. "MaiBngo crossed the river wilii 
about four hundred mr^^ and a signallGr on a 
dtstant topje warned us he was coirdng," 
recalled the sergeant "When Marea^ saw Ihe 
ttoon of srxty-five Cepe Mounted PoUce he 
started firirg. From the whliie of Ihe bullets we 
could tell Ite Hottenbls were using Martini and 
Mauser rifles c^jtured from the GemHns. Our 
officer gave the cider to charge, and we rushed 
Ihsnonhoisebacl^ firing as we went Three rrEoi 



rose suddenly in front of niB, and one was 
Marengo. 1 recognised hlni in a flash by his 
poweful build, wldebruimed hal^ bruwn riding 
taeeches and leggings. A trooper shot at hrm and 
rrissed Tbenoir officer shot hrni right between 
the eyes. Ahnost immediately tiie rest of the 
ffottenteits Ihrav down their arms and 
surrendered" 

Thus eaided a campaign ^^^ch cost Geonany 
£30,000,000 and fifteEai hundied of her finest 
Colonial tioops. M^or Elliott and Ills officeis 
received the Kaiseti^s decorEdioix and thetie was 
peace at Wannbad until die ou^reak of the 
1914-18 War. 

It was the custom of Ihe Bondelswart 
ffottentats, when forced to surrender, to hide 
Iheir best rifles and hand in tlie niost antiquated 
weepDns. Thedeattiof IVferergoquietaiedtherr? 
y^ as 1 have aheady roenlioned, they did not 
hesitate to tate up arms in 1922 against the 
Union GovemmEait wb^i a dog tax was 
inlioduced. The Soiilii African Air Force 
subdued theminaweek. 



The old fort at Waniibad is now a fanii, witii 
figeons nesting in the tower. A police statiorx 
huilt like a solid stone castlq, still guards the 
village tliat has see« so much hJoodshed Stand 
by the grey avails ^^^len the clear moon of Souli> 
West Africa floods the veJd. Watch this grim 
cavalcade of W^armbad's past... 

HeB aiB the fiist Holinnbls, the Nama 
people. Dated men with flutes pl^rmg while the 
skindad worren dance. Then Hendrik Hop of tlie 
Dutch Con5)ai^; you can aLmost tear the rumble 
of his caicivan of flfteGsi wagons heavyladen wllh 
Ihe pells of laiB gliafies. Mariyied mLSSLonaiies, 
dating liavelleas, Ihe shade of Sr James 
Aletandei-passing onhis gieatjoum^ te> Walvls 
Bc^, the c^iteiarian Hol^mibt leader TiniDtheus 
Snebe, murdered tt^dxiers, grey unifom^ 
Geaman soldiers with felt bnl?^ turned i_5J on the 
right Souilh Africans in khaki who fell during 
Ihe advance inb "Gsman West". All these p^s, 
wiile elephants and lions loam in Ihe darkness, 
and Ihe camels of the ghostly prucession stare 
and shiver as the night sounds come to thean. 

"Wear da?" 



But the ghosts of Wamibad do not answer. 



Chapter 16 
OuTsiEE The Police Zone 

Daylxeak in the wildGoiess of South-West 

Africa. As I wake*^ and diaw in tlie first deep 
haeaths of the great jdlite^ deseat air, a familiar 
cavalcade swings psst I unbutton my slee^ng 
bag to watch and saliite thEm - tlie ni^i of the 
police cameJ patiol. 

The helmelsd, Idiakiclad lead£9:'is a sergeant, 
lolling and jeridng in the saddle as he sets the 
"sand shuffle" pace of eight miles an hour: flie 
least nE9ve-racking of all camel speeds. Then the 
daik-skinned orderlies, coloured mai and natives 
witii theirfelt halls and blue jacJ^s, rifles, small 
iionwatEdanks, liarii^te andrBitions. 

A \vavq. a smile and they pass my cam.p to 
covG*^ their day's "beat" of forty miles on camei- 
back; forty hot and tiresome miles to inspect 
catde and collect taxes from unwilling dw^leas 
in "the tJue'"; to rE^Dort invading swanns of 



locLBts, liear die latest stoiy of Bushman 
wickedness, or gEidiEr i.ir^Dalatal:J.e facts for the 
agricultural census. Such is the routine of camel 
patrols cfver this vast temtoiy, from the 
utim£^:f3ed KaokoveJd soudi to tlie parched 
mountains of the Orange River, and from 
jieasant Swakopiiiund eastw/aids to the fiontiGr 
beyond Gobatis. From post to remote post the 
camels make their complaining way. "Ooohl" 
they grumUq. even at feeding lime. 

But for the ildeis tieie is dwE^s apiospectof 
adveaiture over the rod saoddune - encounlers 
with wild animals and wilder rren The life in 
lemote corneas of South- West Africa tod^ is 
veay much the hf e roai knav in Soulii Africa a 
centmy orrmiB^o. Theiel l^ive found the nen 
of the CBmd. patrol at hom^ 1 have shared llor 
coffee with fton and heard their tales. 
Camels are still used by the police for mai^ 
difficult journeys "outside ti*e police zone" in 
SouthrWest Africa You meet cais in liie most 
unlikely places nowadays; but the camei may 
provide a safer means of transport on certain 
vague aiid^vaterless loubes. 1 find comfort in that 



official phrase "outside the police zone". It 
suggests liiat som^hing of the old, lawless 
Africa survives in these unm^:ped spaces. 

Y ou m^ woude:' how it is pDssihle that large 
teiilDiies should lESDaiQ ur^Hced and 
unBq)loited, even unexploied sixly years after 
Geamar^ annexed Soufh-West Afiica, and thiily 
years afler occLjjation by liie Union of Soiiii 
Africa Yet tias is a fact The latest of&cial TCBp 
shov\« blank spaces and Utlie known areas 
amn iinting Id rrore liian 100,000 square miles - 
all "oulsidelhepDlicezone". Aoxuding t3 recent 
estinEstes, liieae are more than 150,000 people 
hving under the old tribal laws in those dark 
stitches. A wiate traveller is an object of 
interest (1 saw one humorist stagger a crowd hy 
snabdiii^ out his false t^h.) Scores, probably 
hundreds of naUves there, have never seen a 
\\4iitemaa 

I am alw^ays h^^py wdiGii I can pass beyond 
die police zone again: It is a grand and s^xious 
scpEoencQ, the ri^rt antidote for a long spell of 
city life. PEBt the last fann. the last police station, 
tiie last sign of govGonneait . . . 



Foiir native leseives, and much of the 
dianiondifEcous coastal Namib Descct. he oittside 
the poUce zone. WhEii all the land ™.thin the 
civilized bordEts of South- West Africa has been 
allotted, fannets niay be gianted spEice in parts of 
the pceseait foriiiddegi are^. One dsy^ no doubt, 
the Kaokoveld ™11 be thrown open for 
s^^deaneait. The KaokoveJd has beeai the sceaie of 
strange dLanias. You vdll find it marked on the 
m^ south of liie Kiniegie River. It readies down 
almost to Cape Cross, and inland for about two 
hundred miles. 

If you decide to visit the Kaokwdd it will 
oost you a fine of £50, and pDssibly a pison 
sentence. No pemils aie issued; no one but 
officials and pDlicemainEy oiterfhetenltoiy. If 
you go and die of thiist as some Ihvo done then 
youesccpe the fina 

1 have 111^ a numb^:' of seageants of that 
leaiiaritaHe forcq, the Soull>West Africa Police 
(now nieiged in the Soulii African Palice), w^io 
have dashed into liie Kaokoveld to arrest 
tiespEisseas. These is a legeaidary treasure house 
of diamonds on tiie Kaokoveid coast that lias 



luied illicit expeditions by sea, land, and air 
again and again. So the policemeai have to risk 
thE^r lives, too, in cars and on cameJs, to keep 
raidess away. One tnie yani, told to me at an 
oulpost; will give an idea of the Kaokoveid. 

A sergeant j«st about to late his lea/e and 
get manled, was oidered Id drive off 
inmedialEly with two constables Id find and 
anestaparty of white uenwiio had entGaed Ihe 
Kaotoveld. The only pDlice car availahle was 
small and ill equipped, bi_ri:1heUiieen]ensetout 
When the clubch burnt out they lepaiied it wilii 
Ihe biate linings. Whsai Hie last of Iheir fresh 
watEa: had beGai dnmk fh^ sHU followed the 
liacks of Ihe diamond laides. But at Ihe S3d of 
Ihree deys of fhiist, they ooiid only He beneaUi 
Ihe car, in the only shade for miles, and wait for 
death. 

"Olit tinned food was no use to us," the 
seigeaiit recalled "We had no ^zpetite for bully 
beef, and 1 found that even tiie figjani could not 
be swallowed. My conipEuiions could not talk. 1 
decided, after a gieat effort; to walk on in search 
ofhdp." 



The sergeant tottetied along and almost 
iniinediatGly he saw the fiist human betn^ 
E9TcoiinbE*ed for hundreds of miles. Tliey wo:e 
beachcomtang natives, an sdrGmely low type. 
{Some audiorities believe that the 
"StrandlopErs", extinct in Soulii Africa, may 
survive on the KaokovGJd coast.) Tliese wild 
creatuies led the pEffched policGmen to an 
overfianging rock, and thEre they saw^ a pool of 
water. 

'1 diBnk SO long that the iBtives pjUei me otit hy 
Ihe feet," declared the sergeeait "Th^i 1 tried to 
ti^ttikthem, butaltiioughl koDwalitlieof allthe 
chief iKitive languages of Soulii- West Africa, I 
could not make iJon understend n^ 1 do not 
liiink: they had seen wliite men befoie." 
Refteslied, the policGmen found tliey could eaL 
TTiGy filled diEar waterbotties and followed the 
trail. The tracks showed plainly that a small 
motoicar had piloted a heavy motortruck throu^ 
and ovei" the dunes towards the mouth of the 
Kuneaie River. 

Up liie slope of a great dune laced the pDlice car. 
It mounted Ihe crest and plunged down Ihe far 



side No hrates, lememben As the deteamined 
policemen hastily scanned the sandy wastes Ihey 
saw Iheir men right in the palii of the car. Tte 
poachers weaB joying aireal. Into their midst 
scattering Uns and bottles, crasliedlhepohcecar. 
Ri^it and left junped the dianrind p^achos. 
The car steipped at Ihe foot of lie dune and the 
policemen waited back to anest the stariied 
laiders. 

Tlie illicit motortruck carried SLq:|:Jies for two 
months. "Sacks of sugar, every possible spaie 
part; tins of flour - a ^vonderfril outfit^" recalled 
the sergeant "Tliey came qui^y. 1 followed 
thEsii back, and got married afbE*^ all." 

Diamonds, as 1 have said, have been, and are 
still, lespDnsible for long can^ltiels in Soulh- 
West Africa 1 know Ihe owner of a small ex- 
iKval pinnace wlio planned a mid on liie coast to 
the norih of Swakopmund Glance at the 
Admiially sailing ditections for this des^ shore 
and you will find Ihat it is lougHy , inaccuiately 
charied, a coast which has never been Ihorouglily 
eqiored, abmst a t&rra incognltn to Hiis day. 
Yet before my frieaid in the pnnace left TaHe 



Bay the Qtact spot wliEie he intGgided to land was 
known to die police. (One of the creiv, I leamt 
long aftESiwards, liad given the infonnaHon and 
ciajmed the i^A^ard.) 

I believe an aeroplane was sent to llie desolate 
spot on the surfbeatEai coast but no landijig 
giDimd could be disoovered So Segeant 
Thomas, bvo white constables and two native 
oideriies, set out on cameis acioss two hundied 
niles of sun scorched wilderness to await the 
laideis. There were no roads to follow, no water- 
boles, no shade Tb^ were exhausted w4ien they 
sighted the blue Atlantic ovq: tiie glaring dunes. 
Luckily for theni the liek had been well timeA 
The pnrece with the unsuspecting laiders 
arrived list afternoon, and the police in hiding 
watched ny friend diseniiark a landing paity. 

It is not necessary in this part of the country 
to pcove illicit possession of diamonds or even 
fXDspecting wtlioLit a licence. The ^viiole coast 
from the Kunene River to a point norlii of 
Swakoptnimd has remained "speotjefciet^', 
fori:»ddE« teiritory, since the Geiman days. Soon 



aft^:' they stefiped on shore the raideis \v«:e 
arrested. 

Anested only in the technical sens^ however, 
for Sergeant Thomas knew ibe men ODuld not be 
tal^ back oveiiand. The waie: canied on the 
canals might (or miglit not) be sufficient for the 
police IheuBel ves; but prisoneis and pohc^ alite 
would perish if they all w^it back together. 
Sergeant Thomas graveiy took Ihe iKoiies of the 
landing parly and insbijctedtlieni to sail back to 
Walvls Bc^ and ropori: there. The police started 
on their weeay journey and the cutter put to sea 
All concerned saw deatii at their elbov\« - the 
policejust got throughwilii parched throats arid 
dying carrels, while the iBiders nearly foundered 
in a gale - befoie they all m^ again befoiB the 
m^istrate Fines of £4D a liead s^ed the 
matter 

The stTEtnge pEirt of the affair (and niai^ like 
it) is tliEEt no diamonds have ever been foLmd at 
the particular spot seiected for tiie raid. My 
friend tlie pniiace owner admitted to me 
afteiAvards that he w^ent on tlie streaigth of a 
legend and for tiie sake of adventure. Membetis 



of the canid. patiol liave asked ine eaniGstly to 
oppose diese diamond legeaids that lead to 
hardsliip. to advetituie they do not seek, but 
na'^: to riclies. 

In Soii!i>W€st Afiica camd stories are 
usually grim There was a ssgeant at Rehotolii 
w4iDse territory covered all the Nanib Des^ 
west of ReholDoth to tiie sea 

"I had to take charge of a caineJ parly on a 
tiek throu^ liie Namib to the cx>ast - diamond 
casq," recalled the setgeant "We liad witli us a 
colouied man w^io had been cliarged with 
poaching diamonds and had turned King's 
Evictoice. My job was to find out w^iEie lie had 
discovGSiied the diamonds, and he was SLqiposed 
to point out the spot " 

"Six d^s it took us, over lie dunes, leaving 
sealed drums of water at diffeieiit caches evey 
dc^ to drink on the wey back No one h^ 
expected a journey of six deys, but it was 
litesrally unknown territory. TrorMe was liBt the 
dunes weae tieacherous - we ted to pull the 
carrels over the steep sides and liien urge them 
15) the next sandy hUl. We were walking in our 



bdmete and shirts, nothing els^ instead of 
riding. Walking forsix dsys. One camel died on 
Ihewc^, butwegotliirDughtothesea" 
"Foolishly we weaie levying on the diamond 
poacliE*^ to guide us throu^ the dunes. He stayed 
with us long enou^ to make lb carG^ess about 
watcliing him - it seemed impossitJe to esc^De in 
that faring waste of sand. But he had no 
intGolion of giving liis rich diamondfid.d away. 
WliGsi \ve woke l^d after the fiist nic^ at the 
seaside tlie man liad disappeared. " 

" It was a hard simggle back to Rehoboth with 
liie camels - anotlier six d^« liiat I dont lite to 
liiink about. I liadacorr5)ass, of course, andttat 
saw us across the dunes, but it did not lead us to 
liie water drums. We found only one. That man 
bad been hamn^sring and battoring at it and liad 
faQed to open it For a long time we heard 
noliiing of the diamond poacher - thought he 
rriLBt be dead. But Ihe olher dey 1 leamt he was 
alive ffe waited all ti^wey without wale: and 
survived, and the police are still looking for him. 
I never heard of ar^ other man who could beat 



die caniEls at diE^r own gam^ but tliat diamond 

poacliEa: did! " 

AnothGT tale of a dEspG*ate caniei ride 
conc€nis two c»nstafc4es, Lyons and Ackeniiaix 
on patiol in the wild, lonE^y counby along the 
Soiilh- West Africa- Becluianaland bordGT. A pock 
of wild do^ attacked theiu. Botli men fired. It 
would not have beeai difficult to beat off the 
dogs, but during the sldniiish one of the camels 
bolted panic- strickeai and inade for a llioni tree. 
The old liick of coutse. but Lyons knew it and 
jumped fiom the saddle. He hoislied against his 
rifle as he fe^l, and tiie^e was a bullet in liis tiii^ 
wh£« he reached the ground. 

CoDstahle Acloman, filing occasional shots 
Id teep off Hie wild dogs, Idib up his shiit 
bandied lie wound and caiiied Lyons to the 
nearest Ilea TheiB he propped hinii_5D, putanfle 
in his hands, aranunitLoii and waler beside him 
It was not easy to leave the wounded nen fliero, 
with the sn:E!ll of blood atbacting other wild 
creatures and the dogs stQl inlheneighbomhood 



But Actennan had n^de (he riglit decision, and 
he rode off for help. 

The neaiest pJace wiietie a doctor could be 
found was 120 miles from llie scene of the 
accident Tha?e was an oulpost called DonkeriDos 
only tliirly miles away, however, aiid Ackennan 
readied it in two liouis; possihJy a lecord camel- 
ride for the territory. FortunabEiy he found 
Goveoiment officials theiei; part of a "foot-and- 
moudi" cordon with a motorcar. Labe that ni^it 
they r^^mied to tlie tree wliG*e Lyons still sat; 
Heeding and in great paii% bub alive. Twemty 
houis after tlie gun acddEait Lyons was earned 
into hosffltal. An older man mi^it not have 
survived the ordeal. Lyons, twenty-tw/o, w^it 
back on patrol . 

Camels look stroambned and lean In lealily 
Ihe loose skill covets mass^ of f eft and the n^ai 
of South- West African oulposis obtaiii tubs of 
pure so^ ftum the himps of dead camels. 

Police FEtHons for camels in canips consist of 
oathay, tM/eaity-egglit lbs., per earned per day. On 
the veld, however, the spky kameeidooni tiee 



[xovic^s the ideal food, eked out by a diEt of 
"Uvagrass" or mimosa Notiiing is too shaip for 
liie loiig teedi and liard palate. The tsamnia 
md.on that saves so many lives in the Kalahari, 
tiiis f ootballsized meion with its ur^easant rind, 
is swallowed almost w^iole by the voracious 
cameJ. Exhaustion may kill cam.G^s; hunger and 
thiist seldom do. They will pJod on, nniiUing, 
guit^ing, beicliing. c»m[Jainiiig to the last; but 
neariy alvrays tainging the patrol safeiy to the 
end of the trail. Water that liorses would not 
touch is noisily intabed by tlie came^ with only 
tiie usual protests. 1 liave seen a tiiiisty camel 
take a measured ei^iteeai gallons of water wd thin 
half an hour, enou^ for s^e*al days. It is a 
fallacy, however, to SLq::pose that wate*^ m^ be 
obtained by the drastic m.etiiod of killing and 
opeaiing one's cam.E^. 

The police records in South-West Africa 
show that camels have ofen covered fifly niles 
a dc^ for five conseciilive days wiliTout water. 
There was an Aitstaihaii-hred cariEl In the 
soulii£an Kalahari that carried the mails regulariy 
ovQi-adislanceofalmndred niles in half ad^. 1 



found it difficult to discovea:' accurate recoids of 
liie longest camel run ^^^7 achieved wilhin 
bv^ily-four hours in the territory; but General 
Gordon's famous ride of 143 niles in that line 
from Korostei to Abu Harreb nnst have been 
equalled in emeagencies in Soulb-West Africa 
On such occasions Ibe riders suffer as much as 
Ihe camels. The motion of a carrel at the gallop 
is so irritating that men re^a: become used or 
even resigned to it Constables in other lonely 
places love their freedom and yeam, while on 
le£ive at Ihe seaside, to return to their beloved 
horses and desert splendour The men of tlie 
carrel patrol, however, need theiriest thejantng 
effect on Ihe nerves is not easily shaten off. 
Sudanese waniois mey love their camels; white 
policemen never do. Constant sweying affects 
Ihe strongest stomach. A weary sergeant once 
informed me that the camel was not called "the 
ship of Ihe deseaf ' because of its usefuhiess as 
liansport It was the heavy rolling that suggested 
Ihe similarity! 

Witdiaai, down in the soulliGoi Kalahari, is a 
good startingpoint for a letsuiE^y tiiEk on caind.- 



back tiirouc^ the vast htx>wii spaces, hKokeii by 
tiiom trees, sometimes by inountaiiis, cub across 
by sandchoked rivers, and boidesiied on die west 
by the eiionnous dunes of the Naniib - the 
fascinaUng spaces of SoudiWest Africa. Witdraai 
is a training station for police camels. Eariy this 
cegrtuLy, ^^^leai civilization spread to these hot 
fiontiGas, tiie thiist and lieat killed lioises, and 
pedigree caniE^ bulls and cows weaie imported 
from the Sudan With theiii came Sudanese 
attendants, so that the word of command 
"khoosh!" was beard in southern deserts, and 
fresh victims learnt the tricks of the caniE^ trade. 
The Germans, too, imported cam.G^s from 
Fuerteveaitura in tlie Canaries for thetr dry 
colony, just as tlie^^ hrou^it Kroomeai from West 
Africa to worit their suif boats at Swakopanund. 
Botli suited the peculiar needs of the countiy. 

A seageant who teiiied carrels at Wildiaai 
ODce pointed out to ne certaiii characteristics of 
tiie. camd which I have ne^er seoi set out ia 
quite tiie same w^ ia the imie scienliEic wotfa. 

"A camel is a naxtuiB of anrmds/' declared 
Ihe sergeant "Look at those hindquarteas - it 



niglitbeagoatThelipissplithteahca& It has 
Ihe legs of a bucH Hib neck of a sheep, the i^r 
of a squill^. And Ihe camel is Ihe only tarre 
beast if you can ever call one tam^ that still 
possesses the curming arxi heallh and instiiicls of 
a wild cieature. The eyes and nose show what 
hving in desels for centuries will do. Y ou don't 
see arry sand in the sOlylookiiig eyes of a camd." 
Trainincj caind.s is one of the most arduous 
tasks the police secvice offeas the urnvaiy. It 
starts ^^^Teai a calf is about thiee yeais old; 
hardier at that age, though a little smallGr, than 
the caniG^s of Aiafcia and Egypt Long before 
thfit thear noses have been bored Now the first 
manoeuvre is to comer the young cani^ arxi tie 
its feet so that the wooden peg about tliree inclies 
lor»g. forming part of tlie "steeling gear^', can be 
pJaced in the nose. Tlie new recruit is \liEn reiady 
to accompEHiy patrols on a lead arxi ™thout a 
saddle. Thus hahats of discipline are acquired, so 
thfit M^ien the day for mounting the camel for the 
first time arrives, the riders hope that the results 
will FKjt be violeait Meanvsiiile tlie camel carries 
bags of sand, and afterv^^anfe packsaddles and 



pnvisions. This gradual hcealdng in is spceed 
ove*^ a coiqiJe of yeais. The provisions come last 
because earners at this stage liave a hakit of 
vanishing into trackless desetii, leaving the 
constahJe in cliarge to exjJain the loss of 
goveomiGnt fxopGtly to headquaitGas, wiieae the 
whiiiis of camE^s are not always fully 
understood. 

N&^€9liiel€ss, 1io:e aie alwe^'s a number of 
semitiaLned camEls "present and conect" when 
liie time for saddlingi^D anlves. It is a sight 
\\4ach shovvrren have Defected, an unknown 
desert lodeo that would draw ciowds in the 
dlies. Held down hy clever Hottenbot servants, 
Ihe cariEl scaearrs eaid giocois. The new type of 
saddle has the tree so oonstiucted that ftoe are 
four poinls of suspension, giving even w^ght 
disttibution and a proper seat for the rider 
Notiiing fcjuches Ihe spine - Ihe rider is actiMly 
sL^jpDried five inches above it - and Ihe hurrp is 
caged in Id faevent irijury. But in spite of all 
inpoveaiEsnls, the ungialrfLil caniEl prepares to 
leveal ils tierrendous stength. The moment of 
release usually rreans a sensa&onal mDmEsnt 



both for rider and onlooters, when the camel 
Iwisb and plunges in fretful abandon Seldom 
does it buck deardy and honestly Lite a hoise 
The swinging head arid calcidaling feeth mrist be 
watched, now and fhroig^hout the camd's 
worimig life When an unhffoten camd cannot 
unseat Ihe rider, a favourite d^ce is to rush 
beneath the Limbs of a fhom bush and sweep the 
mRH aw^. No human lip ever sneered more 
effectively than the camd's after a success of this 
kind. 

TliEaie is a tragic side to the louUne of cain^ 
training. Many lives liave been lost^ wliile thetie 
is no station that lias escaped without sevet:e 
casualties. At the Hofmeyr post 1 lieaid the story 
of a constatJe M/ho found his foreann in the 
mouth of a vicious stud caniei bull. The caineJ 
swung tiie man fnom side to sidq, using Hm as a 
flail, until the flesh gave way and llie man, 
suddEnly rGieased, fe^l clear over the kraal wall. 
He had sufficient strength left to reach the mess- 
room and shut tiie door. This was fortunate, as 
the camel followed and would undoubtedly have 
killed him. 



Camels, of coulsq, must be tau^it to kiieE^, 
The techniqLte in Soull>West Africa consists of a 
lope made fast to one foreleg and pulled from 
beiiind at the ^vord of command, ^vliile a man in 
front t^B the othGr foreleg with a stick. Having 
leamt to kneel, liie obstinate camel will 
sometimes lefLise to rise. Thet:e is a true story of 
a constaHe on a long desert patiol w^iose camel 
kneit at a wateahole and would not contini^ the 
journey. In despair the constatle vdieedled the 
camel with the last of liis dates, but still the long 
and liaiiy face expiessed disgust and the 
deteoiiinalion to go no furtiier. HungEr forced 
the man to shoot liie camel and live on the meat 
until h^p readied liim. 

Seldom does a member of ttie carrel corps 
giow so careless Ihat he f orgels to stsl^ out his 
bools arid helmet et^ey nnmii^ on the veld In 
search of soDipions. It is a daily duly to 
lemember, for fhoi^h the scorporis sting does 
not kQl a healli^ man it causes more pain, and 
olher disturtang synptorrs, Hian sone srste- 

tilES. 



Somevdieie in the wilds Uvo policeaneii 
liofcfcled their cameis one ni^it and started 
galheong wood for the campfire. One man 
received a scorpion sting in the hand. His 
companion ^^ied the usual peamanganate of 
potash r^etnedy, but tiie poison liad eaiteaed a v^n 
and could not be cliecked. That ni^it the 
constahJ-e sank into ddirium, tlieai lose suddenly 
fiom his Uankete, seized liis rifle and aimed a 
mad How at liis companion Tliis resourceful 
f^low^ legnembeaied the handcuffs and succeeded 
in locking tiiean. The fit of madness passed, but 
the suffeong policeman was too ^veak to ride his 
camei. Tlie other man made another painful 
decision - necessaiy in view of the limited wat^" 
SLqi^y - laslied the sufferea: to liis camei and set 
off slowly to tiie police post Nd wonder these 
meai have so littie to say about tiie ordinary 
hardships of a cam.el patirjl. 

In such a countiy the rren of the camel corps 
do not toast that tii^ alwc^ "get tlieir mnn" . 
InlemEdional ftoniiers, hosHle Inbes that even the 
Geamans left nntcKed, Bnshrren w4d bex)rrE 
invisible wiiei pursued - Ihese are the odds 



agaiiist tliean. On the Hll above Windlioek stands 
liie "PEilace of Ink", liie administiation Ixiilding 
tiie Geonans buill^ and thete I have see« rou^ 
m^K and coloudess official re^Doits of gieot 
rides on caineJhack far beyond the zone of law 
and ordGi". 1 know of no coniEr of Africa w^iEtie 
meai still lead mote adveaituioLis lives than the 
constatJes who swing and loU on gE[w4^ le^ 
across the diBty plains, the ni^i of llie camel 
patrol. -:- 

Chapter 17 
Bushman's Paraebse 

Everyone In Sonth-West Africa has heaid the 
legend of Ihe "Bitshman's Paradise" - that lost 
oasis where the childiEai ple^ with diannuds. 
No one has suoi^eeded in rediscovering it 

One day in 1929 1 fl&A^ from CEqpe Town 
witii a pilot vdiose aetopJane liad been cliEtttGred 
by a syndicate to search for tiie "Bnshnian's 
Paradise". The plot was Capt. R- R. BeaitlGy, 
who had s^ved in tiie R.A.F., arid latEr in tlie 
South African Air Force. He liad made a name 



for hiniseJf as a reJiaHe taxipalot, a man who 

cordd handle all sorts of odd flying jobs. Ofteai 
he carried news pactures over long distances in 
SouthAfrica and he usually arrived in time. 

Dick Bentiey was naturally secretive about 
Ms mission. He put me down at a lonely spot 
south of the OrBuge River, where a huge pan 
fonned a magrufrcent aeiodrDma Then he took 
off again for a place in Soulh-West Africa 
wherB he was \d pick 1:5) a member of the 
syndicate who would act as his obseiver during 
the search 

1 liad pJenty of time to think over tiie maiiy 
veasions of tiiis strange treasure story; pJeaity of 
time to ^vondea: w^ietiier Beaitiey would r^xmi in 
trium.ph witli tlie facts. One queer thing about 
the "Bushman's Paradise" ^^^lich alwE^s ^ipeal- 
ed to me was tiie fact tiiat tiie legend was 
WE^lknown in SoutiiWest Africa maiiy years 
before tiie official discovery of diamonds in 
1908. 1 heard a detailed narrative of one 
sqDedition ^vliich s^ out on tiiis quest as far 
back as 1871, and tiiete have beeai many since 
tiien. 



Tlie paonee*^ of 1871 ^vas an Englishman, a 
hunta:' and prospector w^o had wodced on tlie 
ne^\dydiscoveD9d KimbGriey diamond fieids. 
Theae WEae too niar^ people taking part in that 
nish for liis taste; he ^vas anxions to strike out 
on his own again into the lonely places. One 
day a Busliinan he GmipJ.oyed as vooiiopet^ for 
his wagon team told liim that lie knew of a spot 
where stones similar to the KinibGdey diamonds 
could be picked up in handfuls. The adventur- 
ous Englishman was in tlie mood for the long 
journey: Heloadedhis oxwagonwn.thstoi:es and 
set out towards the Orange Riv^:'. 

His vooiiopGa; it seenB, was a survivor of a 
hand of Bushmen v^ho had laided catlie along 
Ihe Orange River. A Boer corroiando had found 
tiisn and wiped theni out almost Id the last man. 
For Ihat reason the Bushman voorioper had 
deserted the strongliold anxtng the mountains 
wteaB the hand had lived - the "Bushman's 
Paradise"- and liad oDme Id work among the 
w4ate people in Ihe old C^je Color^. 

The En^ishman's \vagon crossed tlie Oiange 
Riv^: j List above llie loiieJy Ait^irafcies Falls, and 



the scpedition spent four days rGsting on the 
north bank. Theie w^ne sevEcal other native 
servants besides the Biishinan and the leader had 
tM/eaity-two oxen, a ve^ large teain, so that 
casiialties could be refiJaced. 

1 know this lonely lenilDiy wdl, and 1 wish 
1i^ 1 could have s^ai it in feose de^s, years 
before Ihe Germans colonised South-West 
Africa It is stQl wild country, biit at that Hrre 
Ihere were hippo in the Orange River and the 
game must have heai far more abundant 
Neveilheless, I can pictuie Ihe English 
adventurer resting in the shade of the fi^tant 
nimosa beside Ihe watea; shooting guineafowl 
and Idipspringer for the pot^ cafeiing barbd in 
Ihe slieani and wabdiing the flamingos and 
monfeys on the islands. 

Once you leave the river banks av^'^eaiy desert 
stretches before you. Moieovea:, this section of 
the Orange River is shut in by mountains, and 
only at long intervals can the tiaveiler gain 
access to the river. The Englishman followed liis 
Bushman guide into tlie sunbEiked, waterless 
territoiy w^est of the Au^irataes Falls, and for 



d^^ they trekked acioss tiie hot sand. It ^vas an 
oideal for Ihe oxeax The wliole team \vas 
odiEEUsted M^ien the Bushman led the way at last 
into a nanow kloof towanife the riv^". 

They went as far as liiew^on would go, then 
oulspanDed and look the feeble oxen up a gsroB 
palh. It was a palii made long ^o by elephants 
and ihiiio and ali the wild animals - a path to a 
beauHEul pool set in thick bush and fed by a 
spnng. This must ind^d have beGai a 
"Bushman's Paradise", for theie ail Iheir needs 
would have been si5>plied. Wh^iaBushnHnhas 
meat and wale: he is oontent. 

That ni^it; howevGa:, the first tiagetty 
occuEied. A leopard CTGpt iqD to the wagon and 
killed a dog; then having tasted Hood, i^tumed 
and attacked one of the natives. The Bishman 
tackled the leopard fccavG^y with his assegai; but 
hy the time the En^ishman came l^d ™.th his 
liflGi, the mauled servant was dead 

Ned: de^ the adventmer and the Bushman 
started out on foot Id find the diamond deposils. 
They carried biltong, biscnils and watedxtlfles. 




Deep in the mountains they discovGied a hi^ 
thorn fence; obviously a manmade obstix*ctioix 
Thetie; to his intense surprise, tlie Bushman met 
liis grandfathEs:. It seetned that the wiz^ied old 
man had esc^Ded from the avenging commando, 
and had lived by himself at the "F^aradise". He 
had ke^ hims^f alive on the nomial Bushman 



diet of lizards, insects, roots and wild fruit ; and 
occasionally he had seemed a budi with his 
bow-and-aiTow. He feaied the leopaniH and had 
made a sanctiiaiy behind the thombLishes. 

The last st^e of Hie route to lie dianniKfa 
started In a Ccive which soon becan:e a tunnel 
tiiroughamounlain ItwashotintiieiiB, andbolii 
the Englishman and the Bushman panted in the 
daikness as tliey ciav\led along. The Bushman 
koav Itiat Ihere was a serious risk of 
enoDuntaing sretes. The Englishman wondered 
\\4ietii^:'1iieroof of ItetunDd would fell in and 
li^them Cy.y thetlxDngbtof liediamDndstept 
htm going. 

Thankfully they eanetged into a locky aieiia 
with steep walls. It was like the funnel of a 
volcano, and liie Eii^ishinan realised that thet:e 
was only one way out - hack tiiroit^ the tunned. 
Uixfe: liis feet vjas tlie diamondifetT^us graved he 
had come so far to find. Within an lioLir he had 
gatliaed twearly fine diamonds. He had a fortLme 
in his pocket hut his mind vjss une^y. The 
tiagedy of the leopEttd had dE^»?essed him; and 
thG*e was the tunnd. to be faced. He dieaded the 



scpGoence so much thfit he decided to leave 
immediately, vdlii the diamonds he had 
collected, and get it ovea:. 

This presentinent of evil proved to be 
justified. The Bushman guide was hitten by a 
snate on liie Wc^ out He reached the cave 
before his slrengtii failei and liie Englishman 
nished Id Ihe ^ed Bushman forhdp. It is a fact 
1i^ Ihe Bushmsi possess snateUte and anow 
poison antidotes which are still unknown to 
wbite scioice. On ties occasion, however, the 
antidote was cpplied too late and Ihe guide died 

By this time die Eii^ishman had seeai eaiou^ 
of the " Bushman's F^aradise" . He liiEkked back to 
civilisation and sold the diamoixte. 1 have heard 
various amoimts mentioned, all substantial. He 
then r^umed to En^and - but not before te had 
talked freely about liis discovety. 

At different times, eight expeditions l^ive set 
oiit in seareh of Ihat crater in the niJunMns north 
of the Orange, Sone went by can^l, others on 
hoisdDackaodinw^ons. Th^ searohed mar^ a 
remote Moof ; but the Englishman hed not left a 



m^^ tiie Bushman giiide was dead, and the 
"Paradise" could r^vGr te traced. 

So the nmlii search was bemg made by air, 
and I awaited Dick Bentiey's report eagedy. 
When liie litHe "Molii" landed I could see in 
Bentiey's face Ihat Ihe n^teiy led not y ^ been 
solved. I still have n^^ old notebook in which I 
recorded his story. 

"Wiien I left you I flew ov^ a yd.low and 
Irown waste ^vitii aboub one fannhouse eve*y 
hventy-five miles," Beaitley told me. "Then I 
climbed over the dogtoothed mountains along 
tiie river and diEae wece no more farmhouses. It 
was wicked countiy for flying. Those jagged 
mountains look Hue and fascinating from a 
distancei, bub 1 could see no chance of making a 
foiced landing. ' ' 

"HeB a blueblack nnimtain reared xip among 
red peaks. Thse another sentind, twisted as 
liiDiighagianthadplc^^edwiliiit, seemed still to 
be in a plastic stats, lliroughtiiis welteai'of rock 
flowed Ibe muddy river. All Id the north ley a 
^Bstly desert; with dried-i^D waterDomses 
maiking the sand. " 



"1 landed a long way north of the river at the 
fdace ^^pointed, and talked to an old prospector 
who had been responsiHe for my air search 
Then 1 leolised that there was no dEfinite clue to 
the 'Busliinan's F^auadise'. They wanted me to 
survey the wholq. unknown area of mountains 
betweeai the Au^Traties Falls and the sea." 

"This was a vorhjre which 1 did not feel 
inclined to tacMe in a small, sir^leengined 
aircraft 1 tept a sharp lookout for the cratesr and 
Ihe pool on the wey back, but I saw nothing btit 
those wicted, haneai nnuntains. You might fly 
for a month without s^di^ ai^lhing. Those 
diamonds are going to remain in tiie 'Paradise' 
foralongtrroa" 

Another version of tiie legEsid vdiich lias 
maiiy believers is based on Gemian military 
records discovegied in Windtioek w^iEn South 
African troops invaded Soutl>West Africa 
during the 1914-18 War. 

It spears that a German patrol set out rnb the 
Naoib Desot long before ar^ diannnds had 
been discovered One man became separated 
from his corrpanions dining a sandstorrr^ his 



Iiacks WESie wiped o\A and he 'was rGpoited as 

missing, bEiieved dead Weeks later tiie inissincj 
nian stumMed into a military oulpost and told a 
qLieea: stoiy. He said that lie had beeai found by 
BiBhrnen and taken to an oasis am.oiig the dunes. 
Thet:e lie had seeai the BiBhman children piaying 
with diatnonds. 

No one accepfed the soldiei^s sloiy at the 
lima The soldier obtained his dlscliaig^ 
howa^ea; andsetoutaloiieoncamdLacktofind 
Ihe oasis. Not long afteiwaids another patrol 
lode in the diiecUon the soldier had tateai and 
found &e man's body. He had been to tiie oasis, 
for Ibis Hn^ he had m^jped the roiile, and there 
weaB four rough diamonds in his poctet In the 
nan's back was oiie of the small, deadly anows 
used by Ibe BushmsL 

All the old Namib jxospectois fimily beli^ed 
in the legeaid. The late Fied Cornell, most 
famous of that band before the 1914^18 v^sar, 
seoichedfortlie "Bushman's F^aradise" inasmall 
cutta; landing at various points on the desert 
coast and then striking inland as far as lie daied 
go wilii his ^vater suz^y. He had inaiiy nannw 



esc^3es, but he met his dealii after a motor- 
accident in LondDn. Comeil thou^it that the 
most par^mising route to the "F^aradise" v^^uldbe 
found hy landing near Hollam's Bird Islet (about 
150 miles south of Walvis Bay) and tiieai going 
due east 

1 met one man who dainei Id have been Id 
tiie "Bushman's Paradise". He was Mr. HL. 
GieenEield, and in 1931 he was in cliarge of a 
diamondwoikmg on Ihe coast of South-West 
Afilca A Holfenbt offsBl to guide Mm to the 
spot Mr. Greenfield decided that the safest 
^poach would be from the west, for then he 
could useacar Id ftie edge of Ihe dunes. 

He earned out liis [:J.aix and rode on 
iioiseiDack wiieai the car woidd go no further. The 
Hottentot led him to a valley in liie dunes \\4i^:e 
diEie were indicaHons of diamonds, but no sign 
of the legendary oasis. Mr. Greenfield was 
forced to retreat owing to the familiar thirst 
fxotJean. He intEnded to equip a second 
scpeditioii, but the govenimeait had decided to 
restrict pcospecting and his permit was cancelled 



I have ofteai lieard the Bog^ifE^s aiea 
meaitioned as tiie scoie of the "Busliniaiis 
PEttadise". BogGaif^s is a huge, natuLal limestone 
arcliway on the coast, a geological ^voiidG*; and 
maiiy pftospectois niade rich finds close by. But 
the siirf Ixeaks lieavily on liiese beaches, and 
maiiy have been drowned wiiile trying to land. 
Not far from the aichway is the giave of a 
fxospector ^vho prefeired a bullet to death from 
thirst A mediaeval sword, and other relics weae 
found in the sand ab 

Bogenfels, and it is thoig^ht Ihat a Spanish 
galleon was lost Hiere. So nEtt^ rren have foimd 
only death in that neiglibouriioQd Ihat 
jsDspecfcjislalkof Ihe "curse of Bogeaifels". One 
mm, ahnost a niUionaiie as a lesiit of the 
diamond daims lie pegged there, found no 
h^pness and aftGawards shot hinBelf. 

One frnal scte^ of evidEsice of the " Busliman's 
PEttadise" came my v^ay recently. It was offeaed. 
by a \vellknown Soiitir African pilot w^io 
srirvived the vjsar and is still flying passeaigGr 
aidiners. 1 cannot mention his name. 



Between the wars this pilot once flew direct 
from Windhoek to Luderilzbucht It was in the 
eeriy d^s of aviation in SouffiWest Africa, it 
was an emergency flight and the pilot chose a 
lonely route of which the authorities would not 
^jpaove nowadc^s. If he had been forced down, 
he might never lEive beGai found. 

During this fli^rt liie pilot saw an area in the 
Naniib dimes coveaed ™tlr trees and veg^stion - 
an area w^ch \vas Hank on his map. Airmen. 
carry good m^DS, bul; as 1 have saici he was 
flying over rmexfJored deserL He flew low^ to 
scamine the oasis. Game was abundant Hit of 
Iruman beings tiiE*e was rxj sign. F\>ssiHy it was 
the " Bushman's Paradise" that he gazed rpon for 
a f^AT minutes. 

On the w4iole I Ihink Dick Bentley was righL 
Too mar^ men have pealshed on ttiis quest and 
one can venture too far and risk too much in 
search of wealth. The "Bushman's Paradise" may 
be found one de^, but I l^ive a feeling that tte 
desert will claini more victinB brfore the 
successful advQiturers reach the oasis and the 
diamonds at last -:- 



Chapter 18 
The &1TZ Diamonds 

"Ooiii Chris" Botha, cousin of liie famous 
Soirth. African statesman, first put me on the 
track of the "Seitz" tieasuie legEsid, one of the 
most retnaikahJe autheaitic diamorxl yams ever 
whispEsned about in Africa. 

Well past seveaily, "Oom Chris" Botha had 
fev giey haiis in lis beard He res^nhled the 
late GeaieiBl Louis Botha strongly; and (hough 
his career liad been less disHngiished, it had not 
lacted adveadure. We weae taivelling towanfe a 
remote goldfield in South-West Africa, and 
sleeping on Ihe veld at night, when "Oom Chris" 
asted me whether 1 had evs- heard of the 
diamonds hidd^i by the Germans in that temtory 
during the 1914- 18 War. 

"Oom Chris", of couibq. had not missed one 
of the wais of his time When the invasion of 
GEonan South-West Africa hy Union tioops was 
jiaiined in 1914> he was granted fieid rank and 
led the 'wsy throLi^ liie coastal desert. It was a 
couiitiy he had known ev«" since 1889, ^^^len. he 



liad gone eJe^iJiant hunting vdlii the exfJor^:' 
ChEqianan But ^en "Oom Chris" could not tell 
me ti>e fiill story of the diamonds worth 
£500,000 that came at last aftea: w^id 
wandEon^, into the hands of the Union 
Government It^vas not until 1 met tiie late M^or 
J. G. W. Leipoldt^ D.S.O., that 1 gathered eve*y 
de^Eiil of the strEtnge nanative. 

After Ihe surrender of South-West Africa, 
Major Leipoldt chief inteUigence officer of the 
Union General Stafi^, was sitting in his office at 
Windhoek in August 1915 engaged in a 
fascinating task He led been instnicted to find 
out whethea: the Goman mUitary aulhorities had 
iKttided over all their arms and equipmsiit: Mar^ 
partially destrcyed letters and documenis had 
been collected in Ihe abandoned offices of 
Windhoeii and MajorL^poldt, with Ihe patience 
of the Ime detective, was piecing the fragments 
logelher 

One document absorbed all his attention. It had 
been found in liie German military pEtymastegi's 
wastejD^Der basket; and it proved to be a 
tiavelling and subeistegice claim for one seageant 



and six iiieai, foniiiiig a "diamond escort' from 
LiidGiitzbucht to Windhoeic The date ^vas afbEa" 
file declarEEHon of war. M^or Leipoldt had 
jxeviously suspected the presence of a large 
hoard of diamonds. The G^iiian Governor, Dr. 
Seatz, and treasuiy officials, had declared that the 
working on the Luderitzbuclit coast diamond 
fields had ceased vviien war fccoke oi.it and that 
tiie^^^Tole output of about 58,000 carats liadbeeai 
shifiped away to South Ameiica in the steame*^ 
Geairude Woeonann. M^or Letpoldl; howler, 
had reason to be^iev^e that the Germans had 
carried out a feverish recovery of diamonds after 
tiie declaration of war for a special purpose - as 
eanergGrKy cover for an issue of p^jer marks. He 
passed on his theory, but his SLq^eriors lacked 
imaginatiorL "There is no possibility of any 
diamonds being in the country - attend to your 
duties and do not waste time on diamonds," 
came the order to Major L^poldt. 

But the Maj or knew Ihat the pcfJGir curieiicy of 
a defeated colonial government would not be 
accepted hy Gsman JDanks and olher canHous 
people without security. The "Seitz not£s", as 



Ihey were called, aroused his suspicion whenever 
he saw them And hero at last was a clna 

Magor Letpoldt ignoring the official snuU 
niade fuitiiea: inquiries into diamonds. It soon 
became clear to him that great secrecy had been 
observed in cx>llecting liie "parcei", and that eveai 
tiie hi^ Geainan military officers knew nolliing 
of tiie fate of tlie diamonds. He mi^it of couisq, 
have gone direct to Dr. Seitz and accused him of 
concealing propeaty wiiich shoidd iiave be^i 
handed over under die peace treaty. But his 
hands v*/ere tied hy his orders. GeaiG^al Smuts 
himseif liad vratten to liinv in refiJy to a povate 
notq, advising him to leave diamonds alone. 

Fi^nienfe of code tdegroms cane tnto Megor 
Leipoldts possession They rovealed that the 
Govanor and his Finance MinistBi^ lad both 
mEariioned diamonds in mess^es seait to the 
m^isttate of Lnderitzbucht on Ihe oufhroak of 
war. The magistiate, however, would know 
nothing of Ihe hoard aflET it had passed oiit of his 
lEoids. 

Nsct in tiie chain of evidence came a queer 
and grim report from a native informer. Tlie 



intelligGaice dEpartment ewipJoyed a numbGr of 
natives to send ^vord of peojJe hiding or buiying 
filing. The import stated that a f^A^ ni^its befoie 
the suTTEndET, convicts had dug a giave in the 
Grootfontein ceaneteiy. Wlieai the woric was 
finished, the Geonans tiad stiot the convicts. 
(Tliis afpears to have beeai coniect The Geanian 
attitude towards die natives inSoLilh-WestA&ica 
never showed lespect for luniian life.) 

GiootfoiilBin is a pleasant subtojacal ferming 
setflGaneiit In lie north of the terilDiy. Dr. Seilz 
and other civilian officials w^it iLse afte- 
Windhoek had b^ai abandoned; and Megor 
Leipoldt lemenbeied tiiis fact when he 
coHsideied the cem^^y stoiy . 

About this time Major Leipoldt was mbdng 
with the niany Geonan civilians \vlio tiad be^i 
allowed to remain in liie comfortaHe Windtioek 
liote^s, and he was speaiding liis own money 
eaitertairring tliean in the t»ope of securing fiirdiGr 
dues. Very soon it will be seen that he had 
reason to legret this dijiJoniatic hosptalily. 

Megor Leipoldt decided to investigate the 
stoiy of the giave. He and anoliei^ officer visited 



lie CQi]^oy at niglit wilii the iKiiive infoniEr. 
Theiewasno coffin in the grave; biit tiiey found 
signs suggesting that a small box had been 
buried and lal^i-iemDved 

Another native infomier led diGni towards the 
fiist really important discovery. This man 
declared liiat convicts had been digging at ni^t 
in an ^^fiJe orcliard on tlie TigerquE^le goven> 
nieait experimeaital fann OLrtside Giootfonteiix 
More mutders had been committed M^or 
Letpoldb confined Hmself tegiaciorely to the 
diamonds. He inspected the orcliarti found a 
™.theriiig ^:^e tree vdi^^ the ground ^^peaied 
to liave been distuibed, and dug. Ei^rt feet from 
the surface Uvo boxes were exposed. Here at last 
w^as a promise of success. 

The flist box contained silver plate, oigiaved 
wilii the Hohenzolleni Anns, and intended for 
the banquete in Windhoek ananged in honour of 
liie visit of the Crown Princa In Ihe second box 
weae Ibe personal posers and decoiations of Dr 
Seitz - and someHiing nnie, an inventory book 
This book gave full details of the diamords fiDni 
Ludeiitzbiicht as Ibey v^eie pacted in Windhoek 



Theie was also a l^iEs: to a Gennan seigeant a 
mail described as "a liardboiled PLUssian non- 

coniimssioned officeg: with a hi^i setise of duty 
and a slavish respect for notality and his 
officegs". As liiis was the man responsitJe for 
buiying liie diamonds and shooting die convicts, 
he will leanain nameless. 

Mcgor Leapoldt made inquiiles about the 
sergeant and also about a high Gemiaii official. 
ffewasliifoni]Bi1hatji_istafler1hesi_iiTeiidei: the 
sergeant led taH^ o\A Id the east of 
GiootfonlEin, where Ihe Kalahari wilderness 
begiiis. He led been accoirpanied by one native 
and he had tateai two pack mules. The s^geant 
had i^umed afiEr three de^, and it cariB as no 
surprise to Major Leipoldt to leam that the 
sergeant had letumed alone. 

The hi^ Geonan official was found to have 
made a numb^:' of susp-cious journeys between 
GrootfontetnandWindhDek. He was searched on 
the tiaiii, and it was proved that lie had contra- 
veaied the martial law regulations by carrying a 
numbEa" of uncensored lettets. Among tlieaii wet:e 



lettetB from the ocGovemor, Dr. Seitz, vdio thus 
became liaHe to fxosecuHon. 

The night aflHr the official's anest Mejor 
Leipoldt was entertatnirig son^ German womEsn 
at one of tiie hotels lii an atl^ipt Id galher 
furlhs:' infom:Edion. He liad to liave his stomach 
punped out afler the party, and the medical 
officers diagnosed digitalis poisoning. This 
urpleasant iiitHdude pr&^oited him frDm taking 
part in certain furthsr stag^ of the search, 
tiiDugh he was in time for the finish. 

By this times, of couisq, ik> one was sneering 
at the diamorxi legEsid. At a meeting of hi^ 
Union officials it was decided that Dr. Settz 
should be tffon^it before a couri; of inquiry. 
These was one legal difficLilty. The diamonds 
liad beeai the pcope^ty of the [xodiicing 
compEttiies, and it was rxjt known ^vhedier the 
Geonan Gov^nmegit liad commandeeaned themi. 
or M^ielhea: it liad merely taken cliarge of thEsn in 
the c^Dacity of a trustee. Un^a: tiie Treaty of 
Kliorali wlien tlie Gennans suneaideqied, all 
goveanment pffoperiy had to be disclosed. It was 
thou^Tt that Goveoior Seatz mi^it cove*^ liimseif 



by stating that die Hdtfen diamonds ^VEae the 
popGrly of ^iB RegiQ, the diamond contiol 
organisation. 

It was a delicate sitLialion, for the Union 
officials were stQl without knowledge of wliere 
fhe diamonds were hiddGsi, and they could not 
use liie Ptussian methods of the period to exiiact 
ft^rt; inf onnation 

M^or Leipoldt suggested making contact 
with the ™ld BiBhrnen. of the area w^ieie the 
setgeant had taken the diam.onds to llieir final 
hidingfJace. He pointed out liiat the unseen 
Bushmen watched eveay white trEiveilei' in that 
tsiitory; and that ^eai if they had not ™.tnessed 
the digging, they woidd be aUe to follow the 
SG*geant's tracks to the spot 
The liigh official was ^jproached wilii guile, and 
it was pointed out to him that Dr. Seitz would 
not {^re to face a chaige of smuggling letles. All 
fhis ur^easantness would be avoided if the 
diamonds were i^^ealed. The official gave 
nothing awc^, but he ^leed to discuss IhematlHr 
with Dr. SeitzL 



These inaix>^.ivres failed. A party of military 
ofificegs (including Mafot Leipoldt) and civilian 
officials th^i inteaviewed Governor Seitz at 
Groolfontetn to fcaing mattegs to a head. 

His Excdlency healed tiiem to a manoiable 
displ^ of teipe:: (Diawii^ a tooth is sinjie in 
Gonparison with relieving a G^man Governor 
of diamonds worth lii=^if a million) Dr. Seitz 
dedaied, in a sense tiulMully, tiet he did not 
know wh£ae tlie diairDnds lad gone. He was 
informed ti:£it proof Isd b^n seemed that the 
diamonds had besi in his possession in Wind- 
hodc Gerocl Benange, the senior military 
ofEicGT fffeseait oideaed a search of the personal 
bdongings of Dr and Madarre Seitz. This 
repealed nolhing more slnidng lien bags 
containLng about £1,800 iu gold sovoeigns in 
one of Madame Seitz's trunks: The mon^ was 
returned, but Dr. Satz was still an ai^ry man 
w4isi the party w^it back empty-handed to 
Windhoek. 

It was decided liiat Dr. Seatz should be 
tMmt^Tt to Windhoeis, ^^^leai Geaietal Beves, the 
Military Governor, would make a final deaiiaiid. 



Dr. Seitz duly ^zpeaied and, tJiiffing to the last, 
refused to hand over the dianionds. 

"WeU, your Excellency, you lefuse, and in so 
doing you Ml to coii^idy wilii the Tieaiy of 
Khoiab," pointed out Gens:al Beves. "The peace 
treedy is thetrfoie now at an end, and we are 
going to iripose a levy on liie countiy to n^et 
the cost of adiiMiistiBtLon" 

Dr. Settz asked for time to consult his legal 
advisGas, and the parly dispEased for lunch The 
Union section et^oyed their luncli, with the 
Qiception of M^or Letpoldl; still suffering from 
the effects of digitalis. AfbE*^ lunch Dr. Seitz gave 
in. He named two Gennans who weie to be 
escorted to the liidingpJace of the diamonds. 

And now the tale is laten up by Lieutenant 
CoUingwood Seliy of the Soulii African 
Mounted Rifles, then stationed at Giootfontein. 
"You cDB to proceed with esooit consisting of 
two N.C.O.'s and ten men to Ogituo," his oiders 
lead. "Three Geamans will travd with you and 
will be under your clsige. You and your escort 
will be paesent while 1h^ are digging for ceaMn 
articles wliich aie si5)posed to he buried there; 



You will not tate the parcels over, but will allow 
Ihe Geamans to te^ Ihem Your duties are to 
prevent the Ihree Gennans running awey and 
also to prevent Ihem bang robbed" 

Selty and liis men trekked ™.th the Geniians 
for sixty niiles into desert coimtiy, covering the 
distance on liorseteck, accompanied hy a cart; 
b^weeai deyhffieak and five in tlie afbeoioon. The 
spot indicated hy the Gennans \vas a few miles 
fioni OyitLio, the last police outpost in the 
tEsritoiy, on the way to tlie Okavango river. 
SeJby suggested waiting imtil tlie next day before 
starting digging; hiit the Gemians wece anxious 
to finish thear disagLeeaUe taslc So after a few 
liouis' rest they all went to an anthear hole 
pointed out hy one of the Gemians - the only 
man in tiie party vAny knew the scact spot In the 
moonlight Seiby WEttcl^d. tiiean dig out a soldier's 
tin kitbox. It was padlocked. 

The box, wilh locks untouched, was laten by 
cart to Otjituo pohce canp. Theae Ihe wliole 
paily spent the night Selby and the GemHns 
sharing one room with a giod oufeide Ihe door. 
During Ihe tak back to GrciolfoniHin next dsy 



sevetial diamonds \viE*e found on the floor of the 
cart. A comer of the tin box had rListed tluough, 
and more diamonds could be seen throu^ the 
CLack, SeJby theai gave liie Germans a kdanket to 
lash round the box, and the journey ended 
without further incident. 

Nanatmg his peat In the affair Uveniy-thiee 
years aftewaids, SeLby seoiied litHe moved by 
Ihediama "It was n^?^ owncamd hairblantet" 
heiemaited, "andlna^erieceiveditback" 

Box and Uanket weart by train to Windho^i. 
A gatliering of Union and German officials, half- 
eager, lialf despondent gathered to vdliiess the 
fonnal opening of the box in liie " Raadsaal" of 
the government buildings on the hill. It was 
legEttded as an historic occasion 

Dr. Seitz had bioig^ht with him as diamond 
eqol, a Dr. E. Remirg of Ihe Deutsche 
Koloniale Gessellschaft (This was one of the 
geologists who, fevelve years later, helped to un- 
oover Hie diamond wealth of Alexander Bc^ at 
the Qraoge Rivei^ moutlL) The msly box was 
hffoten opea It was found feit anis had entEsied 



Ihrou^ the hole in the comer and canled led 
soUwiliitiiGan. 

Befoie the buii^ of the box, thetie had be^ a 
numbGC of separate bEigs, each one containing the 
oulpiit of a conipEttiy. The w^te ants had eatei" 
the canvas ba^, and it vjss impossitJe to 
distinguish one parcel from another. One stonq, 
however, stood out ainong tlie rou^i w^te 
crystals from the Namib. Tliis was the "Ariains" 
diamond, a magnificent lemontinted specimen of 
forty carEits, valued hy Dr. R^.ming at £5,000. 
This had been found in an inland district, and 
liad beeai the property of the German 
Government Altogedier the stones \veic^ied 
75,000 carats. Tliey were sent down to C^De 
Town and sold for £500,000 after the war. Dr. 
Seatz maintained to tiie last tiiEit he had 
committed no fcreach of tiie local peace treaty, as 
the diamonds (^Dart from the "Ariams" stone) 
were not German govenimeait property. 

Son:E time afteiwards it was leamt that Dr. 
Seitz was acting in acooidance with a plan made 
soonafte-lhe " Agadir incid^it" in 1910. Seciet 
instiuctioDS were sent ftom Beriin Id Windhoek 



dE^Biling tiie jitocedLiie to be followed in the 
^GSTt of war. The diamond companies at 
LitdGiitzbucht instead of handing their oulputs 
ove*^ to the "Regie", \VG*e ordered to eaitrLBt them 
to liie magistiHte This \vas donq, as legated, but 
GEonan attEmtion to (toail fcroke down during 
thehumedevacxiationof WindlioG^^ andtheteil- 
tale ^/idGaice readied Major Leipoldt's desk, A 
less d^Eimined office*', discouraged and left to 
woric in defiance of ordets, would ceitainly have 
allowed this prize to slip away. Wheai Dr. Seitz 
was repatriated, he woidd probatiy have earned 
tiie litde tin box wilii him to the Fatlieriand as a 
small but valuEibie fragment saved fioni the 
wreckage of w^ar . 

What actually hcfpeaied was liet the Union 
GovonnEnt affer the sale of lie diamonds, 
^jpJied the foimer Goman taxation fonnula, 
taking about £250,000 and handing the othei-lKiLf 
of the proceeds back Id Ihe diamond coiipanies. 

Siicb a liaul naturally aroused liiou^its of 
personal rewards in the minds of sevetial men 
who had taken part in the long and difficult 
treasure hunt Major Letpoldt liimse^f made no 



move until he \vas infonned that a select 
committee of the Union House of AsseaiiUy was 
to investigate the claim of a fonner secret agent 
a Gernian eanfJ-oyed by the Union authorities, to 
a reward for services leading to the lecoveay of 
the Seitz diamonds. This naturally led M^or 
Letpoldt to put forward a claim on his own 
beiialC and further claims on b^ialf of one 
assistant and the widow of another. The secret 
agent failed dismally in his atte^npt. The Leipoldt 
claims were dismissed mainly on tlie ground that 
the officers concerned had secured the 
infonnation in the ordinary course of duty. The 
verdict has a familiar official ring about it; but it 
did notliing to sootlie the metnory of tlie digitalis 
poisoning. AikI SeJby, vdio made no claini, had 
lost for ev^^: liis cameihair blanket. 



Schloss Duwisib, the luxurious castle where Baron von Wolf 
and his American wife once hved far from civilisation. 




Chapter 19 
Africa's Strangest Tale 

This is Africa's strEmgest tEdq, and I am 
writing it in a great stone castie on the edge of 
the Naiiiib IDesett in SoulhWest Africa. Hein^ 
within si^it of liie dunes, it is like the ^id of the 
known ^vorid. 

The castie lates your breath aw^. You cone 
jjpom it suddenly, ty ste^, lough tracks, and 
liise it stands iq a lii^ of hot and banen 
mounlBLns. You gasp again when you enlET the 
cool baronial IMl. Schloss Duwisib, this 
mediaeval casfle is called; but the stoiy of the 
man and woman who built it and Uved there 
bdongs to tiiis {^ntury. It has nevea:' heoi told 
befoie. 

Baron Hansheinrich von Wolf was a Geanian 
artillGay offices:, a drunkeai and ecceaitric 
menibetof the aristocracy. I am. not jxeseaTting 
hiin as a Iieco. Yet theaie weie inddEaits in his 
lurid career: wliich count in liis favoiir. He would 
oeitainly not liave lasted long with the ?*Jazis. 



Baron von Wolf did as he jJeased, and men still 
speak wd.1 of liim in this lemote district 

Yeta, Ills small, blonde wife, waste dai^ilnr 
of an AmBican iiillionaiie narred Gaffney - a 
pai^itmedicine manufectmer who latET became 
AmEaican Consul-GGaiercl in Diesden, Saxory. 
There liie baron m^ Yeta Gaf&iey, and 1iTE9B, 
vay eady tids century, Iheyweienmiied 

Captain Baron von Wolf was seait to Gennan 
SoiilhrWest Africa in 190i to take part in the 
merciless wars against die He^etTDS and 
Hott^itots. He sailed in the Ge^tiud Woemianix 
wliich ran aground in fog nine miles north of 
Swakoptnund and became a total loss. The 
Geoiian cnjisea: Vineta anived on the scene in 
tiniQ, however, and the baron ^vas rescued by his 
ownhcother, a naval officer. 
Von Wolf seaved in liie south gainst the 
ffotlEnlDls. With Iwo fieldguns and iciions for a 
monlii he was holding a lonely outpost in the 
wild Maltahohe district The baroris canp 
servants were tfoltenbts, 

and the sight of all this food aroused tieacheiTDus 
instincts. One servant slipped aw^ in the ni^it 



Soon afteiwards tiie small GGniiaii garrison was 
attacked by a large force of HotbEntots. 

A iPDiB skUM officer than von Wolf night 
have diivQi off the enen^^. But the von Wolf 
family 1^ a lepLriatLon for mQitaiy blundenng. 
In the Fianco-Pmssian War of 187D the baroris 
fattier had lost a w4iole hatleLy. Now the baton 
Irft Ihe HotlentDls in possession of his guns and 
his lations. The baron and Ihe survivois of the 
ganison lode for their lives and leached 
Maltahohe vill^e. 

I want you to lEancmbGr this little incidGnt 
from a forgotten war, for it is the key to the 
castle - the exjJanation of somethiiig w^ch 
w^uld ollieaiwise remain a mystegy. It has tak^i 
me fifteen years to discover all the links in the 
chaiix but 1 have theiu now; I liave giveai you the 
significant facts and later, if you have not 
guessed it; 1 will tdl you ev^ything. 

Baronvon Wolf was sent back to Gennany in 
disgrace Only his friendship with the Kit^ of 
Saxor^^, 1 understand, saved hini from court- 
mailicd. He was allowed \o resign his 
oonrassion and any olher man would have sunk 



into obscurity. Within a fav years, however, 
Baron von Wolf returned to Soirih-West Africa 
and the scene of his defeat His wife was with 
him 

They landed at Li.*degltzbucht and started 
immediately an eaitesiprise wliich astounded all 
who lieard of it. The baion bou^it the farm, now^ 
known as Duwisili fifty miles from Maltaliohq, 
from the govenimeait - 56,000 hectares at the 
equivalent of liireepence a hectare. {In oth^:" 
words, he secured about 130,000 acres for fTZOO. 
The farm today is pcobatiy worth £50,000.) 
Then he hired Uventy \vagons from an Afrikan^:' 
transport ridea: named Adrian Estetiruizeai. Ship 
after ship arrived at Lrtderitzbucht ™th building 
material, steel girdeis, antique furniture with 
^eiythinq necessary to conipJ^e a castle. Italian 
stonemasons came too, arxi a Swedish carpentea:. 
Before long a small army was at work on the 
farm quarrying stone and building tlie gieat 
Schloss Duwisib 

That was ia 1907. For two yeais Esteriitiizen 
toiled Ihroig^h Ihe Nanib with his bvenly 
wagons, oaveiing 200 miles on each journey 



from the se^Dort to die faim. The baron pstid him 
so wgII IhEtthewas atieto buy a farm of his own 
in llie district; and he is still living thegie 
Towards tiie eaid of 1909 tiie castie vjss finislied 
The buildings had cost £25,000; and the heavy 
hnnitui:^ the silver, tiie art treasures, wet:e wfl^rth 
much more. 

WMe Ihe caslie was beaiig built the bcffon and 
his wife lived lii a hut close by. You lULBt travel 
Id Duwisib In sumiiEsr, as I did, Id undeisland 
Iharlsrdships. 

1 dic*ve theae in tlie late October heat throu^ 
country suffering fmni tiie most seveaie drou^it 
of the century. Even tlie spcin^Dok w^ere sliowing 
their ribs. Kuda eaiiboldened by hungGr, w^ere 
irrvading the gardE«s of the fanners at ni^it 
Baboons witii tlie surly f^zpearari^e of furred 
louts lunig round the familiouses and moved 
sluggislily as tlie car f^iqxoached. Deed sheep 
were stacked for burning. 

This is a land wliere kameeldoom trees give 
httie shades a land w^hoB even the scoipion and 
Ihe pufiadder must seek protection from the sun 
Dnwisib is a Hottentot nan^ neaning "tlie white 



chalk place wUhout wata:". A chall^ oulcrop in 
tiiese parts is usually a sigii of vratesr near the 
surface but the beoDn had to go down two 
hundred feet usiog a handdiill, beforo he found 
tiie strong veinv^ch still si^jphes the fami The 
nri giriRl windmill, healing the nan^ of a Dresden 
Ann is still woiiang faultlessly. 

During the Ixrilding peaiod die baron arxi his 
wife visited liie United States to raise more 
money for liieir stiq^endoLB project 1 have it 
from the old bookkeeper at the castie tliat the 
baron's military pension was £15 a month, w^le 
his vdfe's irKiome was £15,000 a year. This was 
not ^lort^x The GafEhey family si^^ied more 
finids; Ixit they stipulated tliat a Roman Catholic 
mission was to be estaHished at EXiwisib. The 
baron became a Roman Catholic, bnilt a ch^Del 
and school arxl installed a priest. 1 am sorry to 
have to add that tlie mission was rxjt corBtructed 
in tlie same solid fashion as the castle. All trace 
of the mission hss vanislied, whereas the castle 
will starxl for centuries. 

Now Gome wilii ne to Sdiloss Duwislb and 
leconsbnct the life of tlie baron and the blonde 



little American bEffoiiGss. They liave lived fca: a 
fiill year in their tworooinecl hut and at last they 
aie et^cryiiig to llie full tlie luxuries of liie castle 

At liiis time the baron imist be about forly- 
four years old, liis wife a little younger. There Is 
an oHpainlirg of Ihe baron In the castle- ttielall, 
dean-shaven baron, a daik nEtn with a 
detemined jaw. ffe weais hunting pink and Is 
mounted on his lacelioise Hasso, which cost 
£2,000. No picturo of Ihe baroness lemains, but I 
am assuiBi liet she is good-looking. They have 
no childien Accoidlng Id ail acoounis, and 
despite Ihe baron's leckless liabits, tliey ate a 
h^^:^^ coiple 

The castle is a lejJica of the baron's ancestral 
home near Dresdeai. It measures more llian a 
hundied feet in front and liie win^ run back for 
one hundred and fifty feet All the oute*^ walls aie 
t^vo feet thick, ™tli loopiioles in the sides and 
iionbarred ™.ndows in front Tlieae is a massive 
tower in the cenlrq, over the arched emtrancq. and 
turrets at each comer. 

Just inside Ihe studded front door the baron's 
love of hoises is shown by such rote old 



colourod prinls as "The Gmnd Leicestea:' Fox 
Hunt" (Alten junior 1839) and "Norlhanpton 
Gmnd National Steeple Chase 1840". Hero, too, 
is a landcarved chest dated 17D0 and valued at 
£500. Within the huge, stonefl^ged hall you s^ 
old duGUing pistols, swoufe and sabres, and an 
almost conpl^E set of Ihe famous "Spanish 
Riding School" engravings. Nanow steiis lead to 
a gallGay; and from Hieie you look down on glass 
chandeiieLs and fiieplaces, chaiis bearii^ the von 
Wolf aest and old tBbles. From theie you can 
see, !he fountein and the flowers in the 
couttyaid, and tlie palm tree planted by the 
baton 

Fiom theiE^ in 1909, you would have seen the 
baron and baioness handing champagne to tliear 
guests. Some aie German ofhceis wlio have 
come to t*.^ hoises for the anny. Olhe»B are 
bearded Afrikaner transport drivers, the men 
wlio helped to fcring the castle into being. The 
administrator of tlie Maltahohe district is Iheina 
Baron von Wolf is a degnocratic notJeanan, and 
if ariyone dislikes his friends, they may leave. 



Bg^ow die lifdl is the wine cellar, filled to the 
CGaliiig wilii HespoitEi" aiid Riesling, Benicastiei:', 
Liefcfrauniilch, NiGtistGanea: and ZeitingEn; with 
casks of beGi" and cases of Scotch w^skey. 

There are seven hedroonB for the guests, all 
with fiieplaces and hiass bedsteads. Across Ihe 
oourlyard live the seivanls. The large roorrs are 
oalq)anndled, and liie haron and bcfloness 
occL^y a SL^jeib siiite in orie corns: The baronial 
hall, thiily feet in hea^it is flagged, while the 
olier rooms teve parquet floors. 

Modem pJ-Uiiihing was installed wlieai the 
castle \vas built The plans have beeai lost, 
howevG*', and the pffesesTt manager tells me that 
he ™11 liave to dig Lp much ground if ar^^iing 
should ever go wrong with the septic tank. 

One ruom diaws rre again and ^aiii The 
painted ceiling mist have a rreaning, but it has 
beeailost It is the small room in the lower over 
fee mrrin entrance a qietnt room with an old 
niiiDr 1 am told that it is a ladies' room The 
patnting shows a zeppelin cruising over^ tlie 
North Pole Oulside the brown earfe simnEas in 
fee heat 



The baron is a fine pianist and a gay singes:. 
He is in good form on liiis ni^it of the house- 
waniiing. The guests wander tlirou^ the long 
rooms in wonder. They see tlie " N^Doleon room" 
with the engravings of iiKidents in the 
N^x>leonic care^^ (No \vonder the unsuccessful 
artillery officer was an admirer of N^Doleon!) 
They fingEr the 1735 oak wardrobe ™th inlaid 
pEttieis and tiy, as 1 did, to discover die secr^ 
keyliole. They stand respectfiilly before the 
portrait of the Crown F*rince in oils, a pessonal 
gift to the baroix They admire the goldcliased 
sword with the hilt designed as a wolfs head; 
with ruties as the eyes of tlie wolf. Tte Hade is 
inscribed Horst von Metzsch s'l Hansheanrich 
von Wolf. Later von Metesch is to become a 
member of tlie German GeaiEral Staff. The 
swordmaker is Eisenhower of Dresd^i, a name 
that is to become worid famous seveaal decades 
later. This is the first of maiiy eartErtainmeaits at 
the re«note castle. It is tlie beginning of a legend. 

You can tum tlie dock back easHy eaioughat 
Schloss Duwlsib. 1 lite rmst of all fee ancient 
sideboaid in the dirangrDomwife its Isndcarved 



gr^DGS aiid old wine glasses. In this room are the 
poitiaits of liie baton's fatlieg: and niotliea:. Het:e 
wesie once set out the silver cups awarded to the 
baron M^i^i liis East F*russian "TiakEhneg:^' horses 
weane successful in sliows and races. He owed 
sev^al tiophies to his valuatJe Irish stallion 
Crackegack, w^cb died of old age on the fann ; 
and more than one to anAustialianlioisQ, bom at 
sea betweeai ME^boume and C^3e Tow^ and 
named Neptune hy liie baron. Thesie are many 
descendants of these horses on Duwisib, but they 
are running ™ld in the rE«iote comets of the 
farm. 

The best stock was alw^« good enoiigh for 
fee baron. He Inserted camds from Egypt and 
Aiahia, Herofoid Ccstfle, merino sheep from 
Austtalia, and In 1910 he liad one of the fiist 
teiakul herds in a ooimliy which Ihs since 
grown ilch on fee black terakul wool. In the 
Maltahohe district feey se^ feat the baron would 
have made a fortune if war had not cone in 
1914 Ce1ainlyhespentafortiin& 

He spent it on gaiiil:J.ing and drinking parlies 
that lasted for days. Eveay month he set out for 



Maltaholie village in a caniage drawn by six 
lioises, followed by a ^vagon loaded with botties. 
I saw the chest in ^^^cli he kept his drinks cool; 
in^al lined, ^villi pJ-aces for botdes of all sizes, 
and compartmeaits for icQ. exqirisiteJy designed. 
Maltaholie in those dE^'s was nothing moie than 
an administratoi's residEncQ, police station, post 
ofFicQ, stoies and an liotel. It was a gntelling trek 
fioni the castle to MaltE^liohq, and die baron orx?e 
retiiaiked: " If 1 end iqD in He^I it will be no ^vorse 
dian this drive' ' . 

On anlval in MaliBhohe the baoDris procedure 
was alwc^ fee same He entered liie hold bar, 
pulled out his revolver and shot five botfles off 
liie shelves. The last shot was reserved for the 
laop. Then liie hotel proprietor, who had been 
jotting down Ihe value of each hit presented the 
Mil and if the details were correct llie baron paid 
ch^afuUy. ffe would pe^ ar^ amount - provided 
be ted not b^n oveacheaged by one pfennig. 
That was one of his peculiarllies. A good- 
hunxjured nHn, he lost his tenperonly wlienhe 
was swindled, orwhensomeone drank his beer 



All are agieed liiat the baton ^vas a 
magiiificGnt diiiika: wlio seldom passed out. 
One ni^it in Maltalioliq, how^'er, tlie baron 
arrived late at a dinnet^ giveai by the 
adniinistiator. He made his ^Dologies, piit out a 
hand to steady liiinse^f, and leant against a dinner 
wagon The baron fell heavily amid the ruins of 
the main couise UrgDertiniied he lose and 
rEanariced: " I am surq. Your ExceJleaicy, that this 
was not part of toni^Tt's eaibErtainmegit." 

As a gambler Ihe baron ^jpears to have been 
unliic]^. The old boold^eper assures me that he 
once saw a cheque for 60,000 maris (£3,000) 
signed by the baron after one nights ple^. There 
is a hotel manager in Windhoek tod^ who has 
reason Id lenEmber Ihe heron's weakness for 
cards. One night in 1914 Ihe baron and his 
friends weae gambling in Ihe hotel wb^i the 
police raided the place. The marsger lost his 
hc^ice. "I had to become awaiter again," he told 
me. "But I know flie baron would have 
conjjeaisaled me if Ihe war had not broten out. 
ffe was a fine man, Itefcbaron." 



TlTe baion was elected by tlie settlecs to 
r^xesoit tlie Maltahohe district in tiie legislative 
assewifcJy (^^^cli^vas only faintly democratic) at 
Windhuk. Von Wolf was popular^ 1 gathes:, 
becaiBe he never "played the baron". He was far 
too oiitspokeii for tlie Geoiian officials, and 
Goveoior Seitz dis^:|:tT[>ved of him. The baron 
weait his own eccentiic ^vay. 

When dianxinds were first dLsoovered on the 
coast of Southwest Africa the baron decided to 
ty his luck in a new diiecliorL Wilii two olher 
Geamans and afew Hottentot servants he set out 
from Duwisib for the coast Duwisib is nx>re 
lian a hundted miles from Hie sea The baton 
covGaed sixty miles on cariElback. Then they 
cane to loose, shifting dunes with D^/^r an 
opmng for the camels. They sent fee camEls 
back to the casHe, tiarrped on to the coast arid 
pegged claims. This was at a lonely spot called 
Meob, where a little brack waler m^ be found 
by digging in Ihe sand The clatrrs proved to be 
worthless, but later the baion found a fo^ 
diamonds at %'lvla Hill. Then he and his 
conpanions tmdged fhitslily down the coast for 



a hundred miles to LudEotzbiicht Thetie the 
bookkee^DE*^ was waiting for liim ™.th clotiiES and 
Ihe carnage. "The taion drank a botde of 
champagne and tlieai sat down to a game of cards 
wliich lasted all ni^it" recalled the bookkeepGr. 
"Onewould have oqDected him to liEive slept hut 
he was a man of trEnieaidous stamina. ' ' 

Y^a von Wolf is a shadowy figure In this 
nEffiatLve, for though ujBxsf in the Mallahohe 
distilcti^i]aiito:'theexploi1s of the baton, Ihey 
hcive litlie to se^ about his wifa She spote 
Geansn badly, I galher, but she was a c^)able 
woman On one occasion when the baron and his 
woikmeri weae diinking hs^ instead of baking 
halcks she went to tiie kiln arxi carried on the 
woikhssGif. 

Once the castle had been built she was 
attEsided by a chaiiibennaid and a needlewomaix 
The M^iite staff included a chef, caipGnter, 
fames', hoise tiainEa; giooni, buder and the 
hookkeepET 1 have alieacfy m.enlioned. Theie 
WEse inar^ native fami labourets, and one of 
tiiEni, a HottGntot sliE^^iead, died during the 



typhis outixeak only a few ^veeks brfore my 
visit 

All the buildings near tiie castle are in the 
niediaevaL sty la YoucandiveinlDahuge, round 
swimming baith twelve feet de^, built of tlie 
giey Duwisib stone. Under the roof of the 
manager's house is a blacksmith's shop wilh old- 
fashioned bellows. There is an oven for smoking 
meat. 1 also noticed, forthefiisttimeiQrry life, 
stone dogl«ain£ls and tuneted pi^rties. The ring 
wh^e the hoises were liained had its massive 
walls set at an angle Vineyards and muLbeary 
liees mate a refeshing contrast with tte 
sunbalffid surTDimdings. 

It is a self-contained wodd, this Scliloss 
EXiwisili and it has need to be. Once eveay 
eieveai yeais in Soull>West Africa, on an 
aveaiagq, the dry ri veas run madly, and thEii there 
is no wEy out, Duwisib is cut off by floods for 
weeks at a time. 

Now it is August 1914 and Baron von Wolf 
and his wife are leaving Luderitzbucht in the 
Geaman LinGa:' Gertiud WoemEam - successor to 
Ihe ship in wiich the baron had beGai wrected 



tGsi years b^ore. The shrewd baLon has observed 
tiie stoim clouds gatheiiiig in Euiopo, aiid he 
does not wish to find himself sirffeaing a second 
defeat in Soudi-West Africa. He is making for 
Gennany to rgoin the anny 1iiE*e. 

The Gealiui Woeairann found sanctuary In 
Rio de JaneiiD; but liiis did not suit Ihe baroris 
plans. His wife booted a passage from Rio to 
Rotledam in a Dubdi steamer. She went on 
boaid with a huge wardrohe Imifc which was 
placed in her cabta A "woman filend" was in 
atl^idance - the haron in disguise! Yeta von 
Wolf told liie pmser tiat her friend had left the 
shipt Meanwhile the baron had IMdenhiiiEelf in 
Ihe wardrobe Imnk 

IXiring the voyage llie baron nev^G*^ left his 
wife's cabin in dayh^it. Tlie stavaids, gossiping 
in the pEuitiy, weie aniazed at tiie amount of food 
consumed by the petite baioness. She ^vas 
alwE^'s asking for sandwiclies and fr^iit to be s^it 
to hGT catin And not only that - slie drank a 
botde of wliisky a day. Yet no one suspected the 
jxesence of the baoDn 



At Fabnontli flie ship was seardied by British 
naval officers. They knocted at the door of the 
baroris cahan, andcau^itaglin^Beof YelRvon 
Wolf in destebille This was before the dsys of 
nithless warfero. The AmEalcan lady was 
indignant and Ihe Brllish offii^as retired 
cpDlogising. The ship was allowed to proceed to 
Rottadam and Baron von Wolf sloped Iriun^Ji- 
antiy on shor& On his retum to Gennariy the 
httle affedr witii the Hottentols was ovedooted, 
and Major Baron von Wolf was reinslated in the 
arUlleiy- 

In SeptGinbGg: 1915 Color^ Baion von Wolf 
was killed in action in ElandE^s. A Fiench offrcer 
searched tiie body found lettGtiB from the 
dev^oted Y^a von Wol£ and forwarded thEsn to 
hE«:, witii otiiei: peiBonal possessions of the baron, 
throu^i tlie Red Cross. 

Dmnkarii spendflirift and reckless ganiiler 
Ihough he was, I Ihink the last dramatic episode 
in the life of ffensheinrich von Wolf was 
adniiabla 

Wlien. the baron left Duwisib in 1914 he 
pJaced liis friend CoLmt Max von Lutticliau (still 



living in Soudr-West Africa) in charge. Soon 
afte:' the war ended the estate v^as declared 
bonkn-^Dt, and it was sold wilii all its treasuiesfor 
£7,050. 

The new owros weae a wealli^ Swedish 
coi^ie, the Murmanns. When their son giew up 
he learnt Id fly, and (he Mijrmaiins had their own 
aiiciaft parted onalaige pan nearihe castle. Itis 
sad Id lave to record Ihat Mr. MumBrm died 
suddenly at Duwisib and his son, a Soulh 
African Air Force pilot was killed in action in 
tiiiswar The cattle and the fermwere sold again, 
tills timelD aconpar^ for £25,000. 

BaEon von Wolfs widow mamed again 
behveeai the wais. and I am told tiiat ho: second 
luisband was a Munich bankea: named 
Schloiimer. It is believed in the Maltahohe 
district that she is still alive - some say in 
Geonany, others declare that she i^iinied to the 
United States. 

Schloss Duwisib lost some of its treasures 
during the 1914-15 canpaign, including a 
£10,000 Peasian carpet. The baroness put in a 
daim for Ihe old silver aftea:' the war, but not a 



spoon could be found. Fortunately the furniture 
was too heavy Id mw^ and Ihose who looted the 
carp^ and ^iv^r did not cfjjEeciatB the value of 
Ihe pictures. It starxfe Id Ihe credit of the 
oompai^ v^ch now owns Duwisib tliat tlie 
castle is being maintained very much as it was tn 
Ihe day s of Ihe baron 

Fioni die ™.ndow of the diningiDom at 
Schloss EXiwisib you can see a distant mountain 
peak called Wolfebeag. The bEffon has left his 
name on the maqD, 

Sonctwl am gou^ to sleep tn the stone castle 
wh^B von Wolf revelled wilh his friends. There 
are no seciet pass^es here, and no ^losts, but 
Ihere is this n^steiy . 

Why did von Wolf return vAlh his vdfe to the 
scene of liis disgrace? He mi^it have lived far 
more luxuriously in the pheasant city of Diesden; 
and diGae is no doubt tliat he was a man wixj 
knew how to er^cy all the ameaiities of 
civilisation. Instead, as I liave shown, lie settled 
for yeais at the eaid of tlie v^^rid, in a ™ldGmEss 
of duststorms and burning summe*^ lieat. This 



was no life for a \voinan, yet die \voman foinid 
all the nioiiGy for tliis fantastic GaitE^jitise and 
shaied the years of exile with h^" husband. 

In his younger dc^ Baron von Wolf was a 
guest at counliy seals in England. Mai^ in 
AmEaica must lenember YelR GafEney. But 
tiioe aie voy few still living v^ho know the 
\\4iole stoiy of Duwisib. 

Why did they biiild this castle? 

If you ask fee Mallahohe fanners who knav 
hini liiEy will roply: "Oh, his wife had plenly of 
mon^". That is no answer at ail, and Ihe ilddle 
would giEiw at ny biain toni^ if an old friend 
of Baron von Wolf had not told jub the answer 
years ago. 1 amh^py because 1 know. You, too, 
have all Ihe dues and I need add only a fav 
details. 

Yeta Gaffhey, before her maniage; had Idggii 
eon early followed" of the psycliologist Siginund 
Frettd. Wlieai hear husband returned to be*^ from 
tiie Hottentot war she realised that be was a 
txokeri man. He had lost liis army career, his 
state of miixl was desperate. Slie studied him 



with sympathy and laie understanding, and at 
last tiie idea came. 

"We niBt go back to the scene of your 
drfeat" she told hini "Only there will you 
realise what a small tiling this is in a wliole 
lifetime. We'U fat^ the people there together ... 
build a castie and live in gicttid style so that they 
will be pioud to accept our hospitality. A castie 
inthedeseal, Hansheinrich von Wolf..." 

And so the giey Schloss HXiwisib still stands 
in a far comet^ of the Maltahohe district; strange 
monLmient to a devoted woman's inspirEdion. 



The iixfec beJow is as it ^vas in the original p^Der book but in liiis e-book ti^ pa^B luniibEas have all 
changed and liave liieanEfoie been lE^noved. OdiESiwise liie original indsc is left unchanged to disfJay the 
audiois choice and readEas should use their program's search facility to locate die itEm. 



Alabama (ship) 
Alexander Bay 

Austin. G. E. 
Baboon Point 
Bamboes Bay 

Barnard, Dr. K. H. 
Benttey, R, R. 
Berg Damaras 
Berg River 
Bitterlbntein 
BlaauwbergStj^nd 
Boat-buikJing 
Botha, "Oom Chris " 
Bowes dorp 

Brandberg 

Bushman's Paradise 
Cam. Diego 
Camels 



Cape Columbine 
Cape Cross 
Cars tens. Jack 
Carstens. William 
Cedarberg Mountains 
Clanwilliam 
Coasting steameis 
Conception Bay 
Cornell F.C. 
D'Almeida, Tony 
Dassen Island 
Diamantberg 
Diamond Road 
Diolinda (schooner) 
Doom River 
DuvAsib 
Eland's Bay 
ElephantRock 



Esteriiuizen 
EtDsha Pan 
False KiNer Whales 
Galsworthy John 
GoanikontBS 
Greys Pass 
Halifax Island 
Hansom Cabs 
Hartmann, Kari 
Hippo (Berg Rivei^ 
Hondeklip Bay 
Hottentots 
Hr^bovsky, H. 
J acob Bay 
Kamtesberg 
Kamieskroon 
Kaokoveld 
Khalifa (Malay) 



Klein zee 
Kneisvlakte 

Kolmanskop 
Laalpiek 

Lambert Bay 
Leipoldt Maj.J.G. W. 
Leiiefbntein 

Llsboa (wreckj 

Luderitz 

Maclear, SirT. 

Malays of Cape Town 

Maltahohe 

r^amre 

Maria Fredrika (schooner) 

Merensky, Dr. H. 

Meteorites 

Namaqualand 

NamubDni 

Narra (melon) 

O'kiep 

Olrfants River 



Olsea Carl. 

OtjikotD 

Paternoster 

Pond, George 

PortNolloth 

Purveyor (ship) 

Radford, David 

Rehoboth 

RiebeeckKasteel 

Robben Island 

RussianSmith 

Saldanha Bay 

Sandwich Hartx)ur 

Schwarz, E.H.L 

Scully, W 

Seals 

Seitz, Dr. 

Shark Island 

Shaw, Rev. Bamabas 

S pitzkop 

Springbok 



Springbok Migration 
St Helena Bay 
S teen berg's Cove 
Steenkamp, W.P. 
Stein kopf 
Stephan, Carl 
Stephan.J .C. 
SbDmpneus Bay 
Swakopmund 
Treasure (Table Bay) 
Ugab River 
Van Rh^flisdorp 
Verioren Vallei 
Von Wolf. Baron 
Walvis Bay 
Warmbad 

Welwitschia Mirabilis 
Winter, A 
Wupperthal 



